	[image: image1.png]



	FMS Update
	05

	
	Piazzale M. Champagnat, 2  -  C.P. 10250  -  00144  Roma 

Tel.(39) 06 545 17279 - Fax (39) 06 545 17 217 –  Email: publica@fms.it
	   07.1996


July 1996.
1 1,  5

Death of Bro Prosper

Bro Prosper (Marcel Charmillot) died peacefully on 21 June 1996 in Fribourg, Switzerland, at the age of 86 years. In 1927, after a year in the scholasticate, he was sent to Bairo as a member of the formation team and remained there till 1942. During the Second World War he continued doing formation work in the novitiates of Varennes and Lacabane. In 1946 he returned to the formation team in Bairo for another ten years. In the seventies, in response to an appeal from the Brother Superior General, he again embarked on formation work with the student Brothers in Byimana, Rwanda. In 1977 he assumed the role of Econome in the Generalate in Rome. Before retiring to Switzerland, he was given the responsibility of updating the statistics of the Institute, a task which he did with great generosity and dedication for a good number of years.

Tenth anniversary of MIC

MIC (Marist International Centre) is this year celebrating its tenth anniversary. The graduation ceremony on 29th June 1996 was special this year, with the Vicar General attending, as well as other ecclesiastical and civil dignitaries. The formation team has appointed a commission to see to the publication of a commemorative record in colour of the most important events in the life of MIC over the past ten years. Hopefully this jubilee booklet will soon be reaching the various Administrative Units of the Institute. Ad multos annos !

Marianist General Chapter in our Generalate 

Our Generalate has a General Chapter spirit about it this month of July. Not a Marist Chapter but a Marianist one. These Marianist delegates (75 in number, plus 25 auxiliaries) have taken over the facilities of the International College as well as the chapter hall. The Superior General and his Council are elected for five years and can be re-elected once. They have chosen as their central topic the question of restructuring. 

Changes of personnel in the General Administration

Every year a certain number of Brothers reach the end of their contract with the General Administration and return to their Provinces. This has been the case with Bros Fernand Ouellet (Iberville) and Dionisio Caresia (Sâo Paolo).

Bro Fernand will be replaced in the Archives by Bro Victor Pastor (Norte) and Bro Dionisio by Bro Joseph Frassi (MCO. N.D. de l'Hermitage). Bro Alan Henley(New Zealand) will shortly come to the end of his contract as assistant Econome General and will be replaced by Bro Mariano Medina (Bética).

Bro Antonio Rieu (Zaire) will replace Bro Daniel Herrera (Mexico Central) on the staff of the centre for spirituality at the Escorial.

Bro Javier Espinosa (America Central), Director of the International College, will be joining the staff of the course for formation personnel in Lyons. Bro No Strovino, of the Province of Santa Catarina, will replace him in Rome.

Course for Formation Personnel in the language of Molière

A number of the future participants in the formators' Course which is to start on 8th September in Écully, on the outskirts of Lyons, are already learning, or brushing up again, the language of Molière.

France and Belgium are extending a welcome to those Brothers whose language is English, Spanish or Portuguese in order to help them learn French. This will be a problem at the beginning, no doubt, but the effort will be well worth while in the long run as French will be essential for community living and for the apostolate in Lyons. The staff, Bros Philip Ouellette, Frank Hough, Javier Espinosa and Daniel Herrera, will take up residence in Lyons at the beginning of August in order to put the finishing touches to the preparatory work for the course. Bro Pierre Lachaise (Beaucamps-St Genis) will join the team as bursar.

For your information, the address of this Course is:

Association de Valpré 

1, Rue de Chalin 

B.P. 165

69131 - ECULLY - Cedex 

Tel: 78 33 12 17 

Fax: 78 33 60 41 

Marist pilgrims

Marist Fathers, Marist Sisters, Marist Missionary Sisters and Marist Brothers , together with different Marist lay groups, are taking part in a pilgrimage-encounter in France from 14th to 20th July 1996. In all, there are some 200 participants, all French, who are on a pilgrimage of prayer together, stopping for a whole day or part of a day at each of the foundation places of the different Marist branches: Fourvière, Cerdon, Belley, La Neylière, Cuet, Marlhes, La Valla and the Hermitage. Together they will try to deepen the spirit of the founders, foundresses, and the Marist pioneering women and men in order to be able to live it more fully today. The idea is to make contact again with the sources of our spirituality, our charisms, and our mission in the Church and the world of today.

Meeting of Councils and Superiors of the Regions of Africa 

with the Bro Superior General

From 3 to 10 August 1996 there will take place a meeting of the Councils and Superiors of the Administrative Units of Madagascar, Zaire, Rwanda, Cameroon, Ivory Coast and the Central African Republic with Bro Benito S.G. in Nairobi. The number of those taking part will be 23. and Bros Jeff, Gaston and Luis will also be attending. The main theme will be: "Leaders for a Marist life and mission of quality". The meeting will discuss in a spirit of discernment and sharing such themes as evaluation of the Councils, the practice of discernment in the Council sessions, skills and techniques which could facilitate good government by Superiors and Councils; in addition the theme of restructuring and its practical implication for regions represented at the assembly will be treated.

On 11th August, immediately after the  Nairobi assembly, Bro Benito and the same three Councillors will proceed to Kutama (Zimbabwe) to start another assembly of Superiors and Councils of the Administrative Units of South Africa, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique and Angola.

Here there will be 34 participants, with restructuring being the main theme. This assembly hopes to undertake the study of the viability of the respective Administrative Units represented and to establish a basic structure for following up decisions taken.

Meeting for the mission "Ad Gentes" In the Escorial

In a spirit of fidelity to the signs of the times and the call of the Holy Spirit, Bro Superior General and his Council will continue studying how best to instil the Marist presence among the youth of the former communist countries of central and eastern Europe.

Following on a decision taken by the Provincials of Europe and their Councils, there will be an initial meeting at the Escorial on 20 and 21 July of the seven provinces who have expressed themselves willing to contribute a few Brothers to this evangelical project. These are the Provincials of Betica, Beaucamps-Saint-Genis, Castilla, Cataluna, Levante, l'Hermitage and Madrid, accompanied by one or two Councilors. Bros Benito, Henri and Pedro will also be present.

At this initial meeting an attempt will be made to share the missionary problems, to discuss the criteria that should govern the new foundations in those countries and examine the possibilities of setting up interprovincial projects such as in Hungary - obviously not confined to nor conditioned by Gyèr - and other countries in this area.

Provincial Chapter in Germany

Bro Benito, S.G. took part in the Provincial Chapter of Germany from 5th to 7th July at which the new Provincial, Bro Manfred Gschrey, was installed.

The province has 62 Brothers with an average age of 60.67. Outside of Germany there are some 25 Brothers, the majority of whom having had to leave their country because of the wars. In 1984 the Province started a mission in Roo and, in spite of the difficulties of personnel, continue to operate with the co-operation of other provinces or districts.

Commission of the General Conference

The General Conference of Provincials will take place in Nairobi from 12th September to 4th October 1997. With the aim of helping the General Council to prepare for this a commission has been set up consisting of Bros Sean Sammon, Claudino Falchetto, Marcelino Ganzarain, Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa (Madagascar - MIC) and Emil Turù (Cataluña). This commission is scheduled to meet in Rome from 30 August till 2 September of this year. 

Bulletin No 8 to the Provincials

At the end of July the Bulletin to the Provincials (NO 8) will be mailed. It treats of topics considered by the Superior General to be important. Besides the vocations ministry, the following topics will be dealt with : News of the plenary session of the General Council, Marist Education Project, Course for Formators, International Secretariat for Solidarity, new causes of canonisation, Restructuring, Decisions of the Council, New appointments as Provincials and District Superiors, Prayers for Advent, General Conference of 1997, Calendar of Visits 1997, Visits to the provinces and special activities 

Conclusion of the General Council's plenary session

On 13th July the General Council's plenary session, which had begun on 15th May, came to an end. Soon the Councillors will be setting out for their various meetings and assemblies in different parts of the Institute and then begin their visits to USA, Canada, France and Belgium-Holland, before coming back to Rome for the next plenary session which will begin about the middle of November. Apart from reports etc on their visit to Spain, Africa, Ireland, Greece and Great Britain, other topics treated these past few months were: restructuring, solidarity, Mission "ad gentes", vocations ministry and the Marist Education Project, inter alia. The Council has reflected on and discussed in particular the General Conference which will take place in Nairobi and has taken the necessary decisions as regards its organisation.

The members of the Council enjoyed a five-day unforgettable holiday in Lavarone (Dolomites) in the mountains of northern Italy. The weather was beautiful and the visit to the Dolomites, Venice and Ravenna were most impressive from the point of view of artistic beauty and splendid scenery.

The Francophone novitiate In Africa moves to a new site

As you already know, the francophone novitiate of Africa, which receives novices from Madagascar, Rwanda, Zaire, Central African Republic, Cameroon and Guinea, had to uproot itself for the second time in just over a year, this time from Bangui in Central African Republic to Akono in Cameroon. Previously it had for several years been situated in Nyangezi (Zaire).

The Superiors responsible for this novitiate met for an urgent meeting in Mbalmayo (Cameroon) with the formation team to discuss where it should now be established. It was decided that it should be in Cameroon, at least for a year, and a commission was appointed to look for a place in Francophone Cameroon which would be suitable for the smooth running of this novitiate.

Accidents and deaths

Vocation periods, involving travelling, are often marked by accidents or deaths. We have received the following items of bad news

Bro Franz Xavier Graf, aged 42 , from Germany, has been hospitalised, suffering from an infection which the doctors cannot identify. His weight has dropped to 34 kg.

Bro José Carlos Fernàndez Hurtado, of Bética province, was four days in a coma as a result of an accident and had to undergo a delicate operation; he is, however, improving and we hope he will soon be fully recovered.

Bro Amelio Carducci (Cordoba - Argentina), who was recently diagnosed as suffering from cancer, returned to Italy to bid farewell to his family there, and died within a week of his arrival.

Bro Humberto Alvarez (Mexico Occidental) suffered an embolism as he was passing through Paris and died on 16th July.

