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As indicated in the most recent Update, we are able to be in daily contact with our Brothers in Zaire through telephone, fax, and radio. The following text speaks mainly of the current circumstances of the Brothers, as other media outlets are providing coverage on a more general level.

KINSHASA : Two Brothers with Rwandan ances​try, including the director of the school, managed to escape the city last Friday, travelling first to Nairobi and then to Rwanda.

GOMA:
The four Brothers remain calm enough despite signs of a deteriorating situation outside the town. Classes continue, although a number of students, especially those from army families left town with their families over the weekend. The shops are still open and traffic is circulating except during curfew hours. Br. Albert, a Zairean, managed to get on board a plane on Sunday to join the depleted community in Kinshasa.

BOBANDANA:
The community and next-door parish continue to host hundreds of displaced people. Classes are continuing as normal.

NYANGEZI: The community decided to remain at the college last week even when the 50,000 refugees of surrounding camps fled, along with most of the local Zairean population. They have not had any contact with the `rebel' force which moved quickly down the road from Uvira and is now attacking Bukavu. The families of our Rwandan Brothers who have been staying within our school also fled for the hills and have contacted the Brothers in the refugee camp some 40 kilometres away.

BUKAVU: Three Zairean Brothers and a Belgian Brother occupy a residence not far from the border crossing to Rwanda. They have no radio transmitter. We have had no news of them since last week when the 'rebel' attack on Bukavu began. As shown on international media, all foreigners except missionaries have left and total chaos reigns. Tens of thousands of people have fled the town which is the only centre of commerce for hundreds of kilometres (apart from Cyangugu 2 kilome​tres away across the border !). In the past 24 hours there have been heavy exchanges of mortar and ma​chine gun fire across the border.

NYAMIRANGWE/BUGOBE: The four Brothers at Bugobe speak of being at the centre of a humanitar​ian catastrophe. By last weekend the camp of Nyamirangwe which normally houses 20,000 had swelled to over 100,000 - at least 50% of whom are under 18. No UNHCR offi​cials nor people from non-government agencies have been near the site since. On Saturday night the food distribution centre was ransacked. On Sunday a sea of people, carrying a few possessions, moved down the road towards the lake. On Monday they were all re​turning, only to find that, as soon as they had left Nyamirangwe, the camp had been completely looted, the hospital building destroyed and the main water pump removed. With great difficulty (and extraordinary courage) the Brothers managed to gather enough camp leaders, including representatives of the newly arrived groups, to get a minimum of organisation, health and sanitary measures, and to avoid a total breakdown in security in a panicking mass of 100,000 tired and anxious people. These people have no food stocks nor medical supplies. They can hear the sounds of shells in Bukavu and the surrounding area, and fear the worst for themselves.

The Brothers in the camp have themselves been appealing for some international action to avert a trag​edy of grotesque proportions. They are tired but are determined to stay where they are, doing what they can. They say that it is impossible to go anywhere even if they wanted to. All cars on the road are being stolen at gunpoint. This already happened to the priests staying with the Brothers, and a group of Spanish sisters lost all their belongings and their vehicle while trying to reach the airport yesterday.

Message from the Inter-Branch Marist Group for the Vocations Ministry in France

To the Fathers, Sisters and lay members of the Marist Family , working with young people aged 18 to 30 in all the Provinces

World Youth Days 1997

In August 1997 young people all over the world are invited to World Youth Days in Paris. On that occasion young Marists in France are willing to organise a rally bringing together young people associated with the Marists and who would be interested in such a get-together. The various branches of the Marist Family in France will jointly sponsor this project.

Here are two proposals:

1. From 14 to 18 August 1997 there will be gatherings of young people in the different dioceses of France. We wish to inform you that the diocese of Saint-Etienne near to the places of Marist origins are planning some activities concerning our Marist history. You may, therefore, on

sending your application to attend the World Youth Days in Paris, book places in this diocese and especially in Saint Etienne, Saint Chamond or nearby.

2. All the young people come together again in Paris from 19 to 24 August. Suggestions for activities in the afternoons include a meeting of all the youth connected with the Marists, organised by the youth of France in the heart of Paris, at the Marist Fathers' community at 104 Rue de Vaugirard, 75006 PARIS.

To have a place reserved, please send us

a- the approximate number of young people opting for Saint-Etienne from 14 to 18 August.

b- the approximate number of young people wishing to come to the Marist gathering in Paris from 19 to 24 August.

c- the details (name, address, telephone, fax, E-mail) of someone who will be our contact person in your Province... before 31 December 1996 to the following address:

Fr. Henri RÉOCREUX, 

N.-D. de Valbenoîte, 

10 Place de l'Abbaye, 

42100 SAINT ETIENNE, France. 

Tel: (33) 4-77.57.95.90 ; 

Communauté Fax: (33)4 77.81.86.01; 

E-Mai1:101763.241 @compuserve.com 

For any further information please contact the same above address.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Henri RÉOCREUX, fms.

