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General Conference

After a pleasant and restful day, visiting either Pompeii or Assisi, the General Conference resumed its work on Monday 22 September.

With a view to encouraging creative fidelity to the charism of Marcellin0 Champagnat, an international commission, made up of brothers and lay people, produced a document on the Marist education project. Monday 22 and Tuesday 23 the General Conference discussed this document, in small groups and in plenary Session, and invited reactions, objections etc. This eight-chapter document is addressed to Marist educators. On Monday afternoon there was in interesting exchange of ideas and experiences about our mission and on Tuesday the various amendments and additions, in order to enrich the "Charter for Marist Educators", were put forward - to be taken up by the International Commission.

24 and 25 September were devoted to a study of Formation and the Vocations Ministry. The International Commission on Formation presented the Assembly with a working document on the Vocations Ministry. This consisted 'of statistics, surveys, reflections and proposals designed to increase awareness of the situation of formation and vocations in the Institute. The reflection and work brought the Brothers and laity together in personal, community prayer and discernment. Following in Marcellin's footsteps, we should act and pray and familiarise ourselves with the world of the young in order to be able to invite them to commit themselves to our Marist life. Despite the concern felt regarding the present vocations crisis, there was an air of optimism and determination .

Friday 26 was a day of reflection, discernment and integration. Reflection time, prayer and sharing in small groups and in the assembly, especially what was happening during these days, were all conducive to listening to the voice of God calling us again and spurred us to action and to renew our trust in God and in Mary.

Saturday 27, the General Administration presented to the General Conference financial information, such as that concerning the solidarity fund, and the Rwanda fund. A project now under consideration was outlined whereby part of the General House would be converted into a Guest House. The topic of protecting our patrimony was also treated, as was that of the work of the Provincial Bursar. In the afternoon, the college of San Leone Magno invited the members of the General Conference for supper in its Sports complex. Sunday was a rest day

It has been a hectic week. Even free time was taken up with sharing, preparing the prayers and liturgy, and also holding working sessions.

Family spirit is everywhere in evidence as, for example, in the celebration of Mexico and Chile's national days, as well as the birthday of Br Antonio da Silva, Provincial of Porto Alegre.

In the same family spirit the Social Committee organised a social evening on Friday.

On Monday 22, members of the Marist Family: Fathers and Sisters shared in our Eucharist and supper in a real spirit of fraternity.

Also present were members of CLAR (Latin American Conference of Religious).

The Bishop of Cienfuegos, Don Emilio Arunguren spoke, with touches of humour and optimism, on the implications of the forthcoming visit of the Pope to Cuba.

After supper one evening, the possible canonisation of Fr. Champagnat was discussed and suggestions were invited as to how best prepare for this long-awaited event.

Throughout all this, Br Benitô, like the good pastoral brother that he is, continues meeting with each provincial or district superior, while the Holy Spirit continues to make his presence very much felt among us, even by shaking us up a bit with two earthquakes, one about 2 in the morning and the other just before midday on 26 September.

