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Perpetual professions

The 24th of January 1998 is an im​portant date because on that day five Brothers are going to make their final professions: Brothers Tioera IOANE and Tiban Benjamin KANONO, both 32 years old, will be making their professions in Kiribati. It is a Marist sector of the New Zealand province, founded in 1974. On the same day, Bothers Louis Arulanandan DOSS, Anthony Samy SESU and Savarimuthu VELANGANI will make their perpetual vows in Trichy, India.

Inter-province Scholasticate in Brazil

On the 31st of January the com​munal Scholasticate will be opened up in Belo Horizonte. To date the provinces of North Brazil, Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Santa Maria are involved together in this enterprise. The academic plan of for​mation will consist essentially in Theologi​cal and Pastoral studies, with special at​tention being given to pedagogy and psychology... and of course to the religious and Marist formation of the young Broth​ers. The courses which will be run will be open to other congregations.

Interior China

Brother Lece Damien Chang Yui Ting, 81 years old, Superior of Interior China, is in hospital. On the 1st of January he suffered poisoning due to carbon mon​oxide from a stove. He was unconscious for several days and , although at the moment he has improved, he has not yet recovered his speech. The family he lived with for many years is looking after him during his illness.

From Chiapas, Mexico

After the massacres perpetrated last month by the paramilitaries, the situa​tion is still tense and fragile. We have a Marist community in Comitân, with 5 Brothers from the Central Mexico Prov​ince, who carry out their mission as pas​toral workers. It has been suggested to us to give information and support some ac​tions against the Mexican government on an international scale so that it may un​dertake the re-establishment of peace in Chiapas with a sense of justice and dig​nity.

We will soon provide with more informa​tion the Provinces that wish to co-operate in this humanitarian task.

A Councillor General travels to Cuba 

The Episcopal Conference of Cuba invited us to participate in the visit of Pope John Paul II to the Island and the Brother Superior General has sent Brother Marcellino Ganzarain. At the moment we do not know if the government of Havana will continue accepting male and female re​ligious after the Pope's journey and whether our Brothers will be able to found communities in the dioceses of Cienfuegos and of Holguin whose Bishops have asked for Brothers to do pastoral work in their dioceses.

Spirituality Centre of San Lorenzo del Escorial, Spain

The General Council has nomi​nated the new animation team of the Spirituality Centre for Spanish and Portu​guese speakers beginning after next August. This team is made up of Brothers José Calleja, former Provincial of Castille, Santiago Cisneros, who has just com​pleted his term as Provincial in Central America, and Jesûs Luengo of the prov​ince of Madrid. Respectively they will oc​cupy the posts of Director, Sub-Director and Administrator.

Third Age Courses

The next Third Age course in Portuguese and Spanish will begin in Rome on the 19th of April and will end in the Hermitage on the 20th of June. The Director of this course will be Bro . Nabor Gonzâlez, of West Mexico and the Sub​Director Bro.Enrique Hurtado of Cataluña.

The Third Age course for French speaking Brothers will be held in Rome and in the Hermitage from the 28th of August to the 8th of November. Brother Alain Delorme, of the Hermitage, will be the Director of the course and Brother Jean Loiselle from Iberville the Sub Director.

The work of two International Commis​sions

In this month of January the Inter​national Commission for Education met in Rome to continue the work on the Educa​tion Project, keeping in mind the sugges​tions of the General Conference. Once this document has been approved by the General Council, it will be sent to the Provinces and Districts.

The International Commission for Formation terminated their annual meet​ing on the 20th of January. They concen​trated their work on the recommendations for a plan of action of the General Council in order to intensify and animate the re​cruiting of vocations to the Institute. This report will be sent to the General Council in the next few weeks.

Marist Family Meetings

From the 8th to the 11th of January there were meetings of the General Councils of the four branches of the Marist Family. Experiences of religious and ap​ostolic life were exchanged along with the every day concerns of these Councils. As common themes requiring attention those of vocation and mission were studied. The research expert on Marist topics. P: Gaston Lessard, spoke to the Councillors on "Marists and Pentecost", with refer​ence to the vision of founders.

Plenary Sessions of the General Coun​cil

These will begin on the 24th of January and last until the 21st of March. During this time the Community of the General Council intend to hold their an​nual Retreat.

Appointments of Provincials:

The following Brother Provincials were appointed recently: For a first man​date for the Hermitage, Brother Maurice Goutagny and for Esopus, Brother Leo Shea and for a second mandate Brother Jim Jolley for Melbourne.

Fiftieth Anniversaries of the Philippines and Mozambique

Being celebrated this year is the fiftieth anniversary of the Philippines Province, founded in 1948 by the Province of the United States. The present number of Brothers in this Province is 40, 5 of whom have temporary vows.

Also being celebrated is the 50th anniversary of the Mozambique Sector, dependent on the Province of Portugal. Marist life began in this country in 1948, with Brothers from the Province of North Brazil. After having suffered a long war, the Brothers of the Sector are 15 in num​ber at present of whom 4 are from Mo​zambique, 6 from Portugal, 3 from Brazil, 1 from Spain and .1 from Mexico.

