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Two Brothers lost in the Pacific

Brothers Asema Williams, aged 35 (from Sa​moa) and Ikenasio Lataimua, aged 36 (from Tonga) have failed to return from a fishing trip. On Saturday morning they left the Broth​ers' residence and were expected back in the early afternoon. There has been no sighting of them yet.

Their boat is equipped with a 15 h.p. engine, life jackets, and only a small amount of water and food. The weather in the area is settled at present, but naturally the heat during the day on the equator is intense and dehydrat​ing. Neither are very familiar with local condi​tions.

A rescue operation has been mounted by the government authorities. In the past, others have survived long ordeals when engine fail​ure occurs and their boats drift on ocean cur​rents taking them hundreds and thousands of kilometres.

Mindful of Marcellin Champagnat's example when lost in the snow of turning immediately and passionately to intercessory prayer through Mary, let us unite in faith-filled prayer for the safe return of our Brothers.

(From the Provincial of New Zealand, Br Barry Burns)

China: Improvement in Br. Damien and purchase of a house

In the last number we mentioned that Br. Damien's health was very fragile. To-day in communications received from Brother Pro​vincial and Brother Bosco, we know that he has already come out of hospital and is living in a house bought by the Brothers in Peking.

They have bought this house so as to be able to gather together several of the Brothers who are still in China when they require any spe​cial needs. The transfer to the new house was done during the night. On 29 January they had a fraternal meeting of all the Brothers who live in China with various commemorative

celebrations of profession anniversaries and family festivals. To look after brothers in need they rely on the daily assistance of a lady and a lady doctor, well advanced in age, relatives of two of the Brothers.

Deaths of Brothers Herbert and Chanel 

On Saturday morning, March 7th, the Brothers of the community of Rechlinghausen discov​ered that Herbert had died during the night. Herbert had taken up the position of principal of the school in mid-1996 after completing seven years as Provincial of Germany. He was also the delegate of the Superior General for the community of Brothers in Hungary until late 1997. We express our deep sympathy to Manfred, the current Provincial, all the Broth​ers of Germany, and Herbert's family.

On 22 January Br. Leonard Chanel died in New Zealand, a member of the Mother House community in Rome, where he was a translator into English. During the month of December he felt unusually fatigued and, after undergoing some medical examinations in Rome, he decided to return to his own country to see if there was any need to undergo a major surgical operation. There he was rec​ommended to have a heart operation to which he submitted in full confidence. But after the operation and on account of an internal haemorrhage, the heart failed to resume its normal functions, which resulted in his unex​pected death.

Mexico: Chiapas and Tijuana

The Bureau of Solidarity is often sending news of the situation on Chiapas. Here we will merely mention the fact that the situation is a delicate one and it would appear that the civil authorities are not making serious efforts to solve it in justice and peace.

Recently Mgr Raùl Vera Lôpez, Auxiliar Bishop of San Cristôbal, was in Rome and held a meeting with religious Congregations who work in his diocese.

As for our Brothers of the community of Comitán, they are still well but their freedom of movement is curtailed by the military.

The two Provincial Councils in Mexico sent a strong and clear message condemning the massacre in Acteal and the violence in the state of Chiapas, emanating from those in power there.

The Brothers in the community of Tijuana (Baja California) have been receiving the full support of all who learned of the unjust and degrading attack they were subjected to. At 4.15 a.m. on 31 January members of the Mexican police broke into the college prem​ises and the Marist community house, alleg​edly looking for drugs and arms. While the police searched the whole house, the army scoured the streets of the neighbourhood. It was an unprecedented attack with no respect for the basic human rights guaranteed by the Mexican Constitution.

The Brothers have been greatly supported by people connected with the College. The inter​vention of the Bishop and his Vicar General made itself felt right from the beginning. Deli​cately but strongly they rejected the explana​tion offered by the civil authorities as being unrealistic and overlooking an important as​pect of police activity. Even yet no-one knows what was behind such an incident.

Brazil: A school for the poor

Last month the Province of Santa María opened a non-fee-paying school in Por do Sol, one of the "barrios" of the city. The school starts with an intake of 450 first-grade pupils, and hopes eventually to raise the number to 1000.

The bishop, Mgr No Lorscheiter, sent a mes​sage to the diocese expressing his happiness at this initiative, as well as at a similar project by the Franciscan Sisters, since these are serious responses to the Fraternity and Edu​cation Campaign which the Church is encour​aging this year.

Br. Dealmo, the Provincial, welcomes this decision as " a bold and prophetic gesture".

Saint Priest: an inter-Marist community 

This community is a fraternity consisting of eleven people: three Marist Sisters, three Marist Missionary Sisters, four Marist Brothers and a Marist Father. They live in Saint-Priest, in the outskirts of Lyon, in four separate flats of one large apartment block. The residents of that area are mainly immigrants from Algeria, Tunisia, Sardinia, Sicily, Reunion, Zaire and Normandy, as well as other regions of France. The members of this special community come together daily for morning prayer and once a week for Mass in the oratory. Every Monday one of the groups prepares a common meal. They have community meetings. One week​end every three months and part of the sum​mer holidays are spent together. All expenses are shared among the participants.

Their mission is to be a Marist presence in an area spiritually poor, but strong in human warmth and mutual support : teaching religion, giving instructions to catechumens, preparing for first communion, taking part in the parish council, being attentive to families, participat​ing in youth movements, in local associations to improve social services, in adult literacy classes and giving support to the youth with their homework, while one of the members gives health care in the area.

In November 1997 at La Neylière, they real​ised that their mission is one of evangelising rather than catechesis. They wish "to be as Mary was, witnesses of the mercy of God".

Commission of Theologians for the Canonisation

The Brother Postulator has already informed the Provincials of the decision of the Commis​sion of Theologians. It is another set-back but not by any means the end of everything. The findings of the Commission have now to go before the group of Cardinals and Bishops and it is then that our Postulator will have the opportunity of explaining what he thinks are the weaknesses in these findings. This is the stage we are now awaiting. In the meantime, let us continue to ask Our Blessed Lady for the gift of canonisation, in prayer and in the joyful offering of our daily lives.

Coming Visits of the General Council
 The plenary sessions of the General Council will end on 20 March. Immediately afterwards the visits to the Provinces will start and go on till the month of July.

Some Councillors will attend short meetings on restructuring, for example, in Kutama (West Africa), Mexico, Brazil and Europe (Spain and the Hermitage).

We plan to visit the Region of Cono Sur, ending with a four-day inter-provincial meet​ing on the vocations ministry and a one-week meeting with the Councils of the four Prov​inces and Districts which make up this Re​gion.

Visits too will be made to Central Africa: Zaire, Rwanda and Central African Republic.

Br Benito will attend the Conference of Africa and Madagascar. In May he will visit Nigeria​-Ghana and Cameroon and will take part in the inter-provincial meetings of Cono Sur.

New Provincials
The following Brothers have been elected for a second term: Michael Hill (Sydney) and Georges Sabée (Lebanon-Syria); and for a first term: Christan Dever (New Caledonia) and Joseph Chigozie Udeata (Nigeria​-Ghana).

General House
We continue to study the project of restruc​turing the House as well as the agreements with certain building companies with a view to having the House reclassified in order to be able to offer accommodation for the year 2000. We are taking advantage of the offer on the part of the Italian Government. The work should have begun in February but has been delayed because of the necessary permits and negotiations with the building company. It now looks as if a beginning should be made any time now.

Visit of the formation team of the Esco​rial and Manziana
On the week-end of 6 to 8 February the Gen​eral House was happy to receive Brothers Ramón Benseny, Antonio Rieu, José Calleja and Santiago Cisneros. Ramón and Antonio are coming to the end of their term in charge of the courses in Escorial. They will be re​placed by José and Santiago. They met with some Councillors to discuss the orientation of the Escorial sessions for the next three years. The bi-annual sessions will be maintained.

On 6 March there was a meeting in the Gen​eral House between a few Councillors and Brothers Roy Mooney, Mark Gillogly, Tony Shear and John McDonnell, the brothers in charge of the anglophone renewal courses in Manziana. They looked back on the experi​ence of the past years and planned ahead for the future. Tony and John will replace Roy and Mark in June.

The oldest Brothers in the Institute
Famil name
Name
Date of birth
Province

PFLEGER


Albert

08 - Oct - 1900
MCO-Hermita e

ARANDEL


Constant
21 - Se t - 1901
MCO-Hermita e

SANTAL


Marius Regis
12 - Oct - 1901
Brasil Norte

LIOU PAO CHONG

Vincent
20 - Oct - 1901
China

GERVAIS


Florido

01 - A r - 1902

Iberville

BAI YU HENG


Joseph
16 - Jul - 1902

China

ALVAREZ GONZALEZ

José Benito
31 - Au - 1902

Mexico Occidental

KROHN



Maximilian T
07 - Oct - 1902
New Zealand

BORRELL AYMERICH

Antonio
05 - June - 1903
Cataluña

VILLAYANDRE FERNANDEZ
Segismundo
27 - June - 1903
León

GARCIA GONZALEZ

Felipe

06 - Oct - 1903
León

CRETTOL


Jean Marie
01 - A r -1904

Italy

SANCHEZ COBIAN

Jesús

05 - Oct - 1904
Mexico Occidental

MARC



Paul

07 - Oct -1904

MCO-Hermitage

