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Preparations begin

MARCELLIN’S CANONIZATION

Advent’s just around the corner.  In a recent letter, Br. Benito encouraged all of us to make full use of this time to begin our spiritual preparation for the canonization of Marcellin Champagnat. Our Marist work continues taking shape today, as the IBS booklet of Advent themes and prayers reminds us so well.

50th General Assembly of the Union of Superiors General

REFOUNDING FAITHFULLY IN CREATIVE WAYS

An Assembly of the Union of Superiors General is taking place in Ariccia from November 25th to the 28th. Inspired by the words in the Apocalypse, “See, I make all things new!”, the gathering will take up this theme: “Refounding faithfully in creative ways -taking another look at charisms and structures for being present to the world”. 

Participants hope to achieve three objectives: the taking up of demands for being faithful in creative ways; identifying procedures and putting them in place for advancing the refounding process in the consecrated life; and sharing ideas in formulating guidelines to energize the process. Among those taking part in the proceedings, a Marist Brother, Br. Ramon Benseny, will speak about “New ways of being present for educating today’s man and woman”. Our Chapter’s call for refounding, highlighted in the Circular of Br. Benito, is very much in line with the deep concern shared by many other religious congregations right now.

Conference sponsored by IBS.

LAY VOLUNTEERS AND THE MARIST MISSION 

During the weekend of November 6 to 8, 1998 the International Bureau of Solidarity (IBS), Rome sponsored a European gathering on the theme of volunteering. Thirty seven people, both lay people and Marist Brothers from the European Provinces, met at Llinars del Valles near Barcelona, Spain.  The meeting was conducted with simultaneous translation into Spanish, French and English. 

The objective of the conference was to explore experiences of what was developing in this area of Marist life in Europe, to consider models of volunteering from other parts of the Marist world, and to gain some further understanding of where IBS might take its research on behalf of the Institute on this subject.  

Among the considerations was the review of a provisional text proposed by IBS to aid Provinces who sponsor volunteers, especially those sending people abroad. IBS also exchanged with participants ideas on a European Volunteer Community (CEC) which is in embryonic form at present. Some time too, was given to the areas of the identity of the Marist lay volunteer and the expectations of a Marist receiving community.  

A summary pack of proceedings of this conference is available in three languages from IBS, Rome. If other Marists outside Europe are interested in following more closely these developments, please contact our office.

Br. Benito visits Angola

PEACE JUST WILL NOT COME  

Br. Benito has just returned from his first visit to the Brothers in Angola. At present we have ten Brothers in that country, including two who were born there. Marist work in Angola began in 1954, and developed rapidly. Toward the end of 1975, the government stepped in and nationalized all works directed by the Catholic Church. Recently, it has begun returning them, often enough in a very sorry state.

The country continues to be torn apart by the juggernaut of civil war, a senseless war, like every other one.  It’s a sad situation.  The people cry out for peace, yet peace seems more illusory and unattainable than ever.

During the long, difficult years of social strife, a group of Brothers remained in Angola, some as teachers at state schools and others as members of diocesan programs. For several years it was not possible for them to live in community. Recruiting vocations has been next to impossible because all young men are ordered to enlist in the army.

The Brothers are now centering their apostolic efforts in four main areas: the Institute for Religious Studies, a school for rural catechists, and two teacher training schools.  The extent to which our three communities are deeply involved in the work of the local Church is truly remarkable.

Since 1993, the Brazilian Provinces of Porto Alegre, Santa Catarina, and Santa Maria have been providing special support and encouragement for this small sector on the African continent.

Fidelity and hope in Mozambique

50 YEARS OF MARIST PRESENCE.

On November 8th, in the Cathedral of Maputo, a Mass of Thanksgiving was celebrated to mark the fiftieth anniversary of our Marist presence in Mozambique.  The Brothers experienced a tremendous outpouring of appreciation and encouragement from their many friends in our greater Marist Family, from the local Church, and in a special way, from other religious communities.  Br. Benito’s presence was a clear sign to everyone of our Institute’s involvement in this joyful celebration and act of thanksgiving.

Our Brothers in Mozambique demonstrated extraordinary faithfulness to their mission during the long civil war that devastated their country until 1994. Evidence and memories of those difficult years can still be seen on bullet-ridden walls and, above all, in human hearts. The recent history of the Church in Mozambique is yet to be recorded. What a shame if it were lost! It is a history of fidelity and daring. Consider the outstanding role of the country’s laity. In spite of a repressive political regime, in the absence of priests, they kept alive Christ’s Spirit in rural communities all over the country. They put their lives and the lives of their family members at great risk! Since 1994, peace and a sense of hope have been gaining ground. New economic development projects are modernizing the country’s infrastructure.  The Brothers are determined to set up priorities and a pastoral  plan in line with the many needs they see and the limited number of Brothers they have. There are thirteen Brothers now, living in four communities. Their income is very meager, so they continue to rely on the generosity and care of the Province of Portugal. 

The vocation picture is a bright one, boosting the Sector’s enthusiasm about the future. Besides the three Mozambican Brothers, there are three young Brothers at the MIC, five novices, and three postulants.

Final evaluation of the course

PROGRAM FOR FORMATION PERSONNEL

This program was held in Ecully, a suburb of Lyon, France from September 1996 to July of 1998. A final evaluation of this two-year experience took place from October 22nd to the 29th in Roselle, New Jersey, USA. Brothers Philip Ouellette, Frank Hough, Efrahim Martin, Daniel Herrera, and Javier Espinosa joined   Brother Gaston Robert from the General Council in writing a final report. The program received praise and high marks, and recommendations were submitted for organizing a future session.

Declaration of the Union of Superiors General

CANCELLATION OF FOREIGN DEBT

The International Union of Superiors General (IUSG) has come out with a declaration in support of “Jubilee 2000”, which calls on heads of state in well-off countries to extend credit lines and lower the staggering debt payments dragging down the world’s poorest nations. In issuing this declaration, the Union has given a clear sign of its solidarity with the people and countries burdened by oppressive debt repayment schedules. Br. Benito is a signatory to the declaration.

50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration

HUMAN RIGHTS

December 10th marks the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. As Marists, committed to educating children and young people, we can benefit from this celebration by reflecting on the past, and then, in concrete ways, renewing our efforts to promote human rights for all.

125th anniversary of his birth

VENERABLE BROTHER ALFANO VASER.

A commemoration of the 125th anniversary of Br. Alfano’s birth took place in his hometown of Honê (Valle de Aosta) on November 22nd. There was a gathering in front of the family home, the mayor and the bishop said a few words, and a plaque was unveiled. This was followed by a Mass in the parish Church. An academic ceremony in the town’s library featured a conference given by Br. Franco Fagin, the Provincial of Italy. The day’s program concluded with a banquet marked by a warm fraternal spirit. Seven nephews of Br. Alfano became Marist Brothers. Five are deceased. Two, Brothers Antonio and Carlos, reside in Carmagnola.  Br. Antonio, 93 years old, was present at the day’s festivities, joined by other Brothers from the area, giving vibrant testimony to our Marist life and brotherhood.

Latin America’s Southern Arc    

NEW WAYS OF LIVING IN COMMUNITY

The Conference of Provincials and District Superiors in Latin America’s Southern Arc are taking steps to form an interprovincial community of Brothers from their region, true to the wishes of the 19th General Chapter for opening up new ways of Marist living. All the Brothers have been consulted, and those feeling called to this mission have been accompanied in discernment. In March of 1999, a community will be established in the Altiplano, in the highlands on the Peru-Bolivian border, not far from the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Copacabana.

In late October-early November, a team of eight Brothers visited the area - two Provincials, two District Superiors, and four of the Brothers who will found the community. On Saturday, October 31st, the second anniversary of our Marist martyrs in Africa, they assembled at the Marian Sanctuary to share their findings and decide on what to do next. On that occasion, they offered the following prayer: “Mary, our Good Mother (‘Maria, suma taykasa’ in the Aymara language), we lift up to you our wholehearted desire to put the Gospel and education at the service of the poorest, most neglected children and young people in this little corner of our world, and to do so like our Founder, as unselfishly and creatively as we can.”     

Facing the aftermath of Mitch

HOPE REBORN

News from Br. Javier Espinosa, Provincial of Central America: “Hurricane Mitch left behind loss of life, tremendous property damage, and ruined crops..., but most of all, it glaringly revealed a lack of preparedness and minimal interest in preventing harm, forever leaving the poor and the destitute to fend for themselves – scattered around canyon rims, along river-beds, and on risk-laden hillsides.” Even so, life goes on, and hope is being reborn. We’ve done as much as we can to ease the initial trauma of the storm’s onslaught. Now it is time to work on securing decent living conditions for those who have survived.

Be assured, the Brothers are very deeply committed to this challenging endeavor.

Sharing spirituality and mission

MARIST FORMATION CENTER.

This Center (abbreviated CEFORMAR) has been set up by the Province of Rio de Janeiro. It’s aim is to make available to the lay people who work with us an experience of our Marist spirituality, to share with them more deeply our mission of evangelization and education. A Brother and a lay woman direct the Center.

In addition to providing information, the program includes opportunities for living in a community and experiencing its family spirit, prayer life and work. 

Three completed sessions attest to the program’s effectiveness.  Congratulations! Keep up the good work.

Alfredo Milani passes away in Rome

A DEAR MARIST FRIEND

Brothers who have spent time at the Generalate probably remember Alfredo Milani.  He lived and worked here from 1969 until his death on November 3rd of this year. He was 86 years old.

Mr. Milani was a pious, conscientious man, graced with great artistic talent, as shown by his collaboration in restoring masterpieces at prestigious museums in Genoa, Bologna, and Venice. In Rome, he worked on the restoration of the Sistine Chapel.

The Generalate community looked after him during his last illness and made the funeral arrangements for his Christian burial, which took place on November 4th at the cemetery in Mentana, a small city near Rome.

Marist legacy

OUR DECEASED BROTHERS

Six Brothers have died since the beginning of November. Information about them is attached below. Our prayer and thanksgiving go out to these Brothers, who have followed so faithfully in the footsteps of Marcellin. May our Good Mother welcome them into the peace of the Lord.

Synod of Oceania

BR. JULIAN HAKUMIN COMES TO ROME

Br. Julian Hakumin of Papua New Guinea has just arrived in Rome to take part in the Synod of Oceania as an expert consultant. In an interview with UPDATE, he was asked to express his wishes for the church in Oceania as it enters the third millennium. 

His response: “That the church take on a greater Melanesian identity, not only in its theology but also in its personnel. That religious and the laity work hand in hand - in the church and for the church; that they do so as friends and fellow builders of the Kingdom, not as people relating to one another in submissive or dependent ways. 

The Marist Brothers need to become more assertive. At this moment in time, many people are taking an interest in the religious life. There are thirty-eight Brothers in Papua New Guinea, of whom twenty-four of us come from there. We have four novices studying at the formation center in Fiji. Next year we hope to be blessed with eight more going to join them there. We have twenty-three aspirants to our Marist life. So you can see, in regard to vocations, the Brothers of PNG are in quite an exciting and enviable situation.  I’m sure the Synod will spur us on to do even better, to better understand our Marist life, and, of course, to live it in all its fullness”.

Thanks and welcome

THE UPDATE TEAM.

Br. Christopher Ferrie, who turns 81 any day now, has returned to the Province of Great Britain, settling in with his new community in Glasgow. For the last few months, he’s been taking care of our translation work in the English language office of the Secretary General. He was covering the interim period between the illness and untimely death of  Br. Chanel Leonard (New Zealand) and the arrival of Br. Gerard Brereton (USA), who came to us from the spirituality course at Manziana earlier this month. Thank you, Chris, for your dedication, hard work, and great personal kindness.

The publication of UPDATE is the result of teamwork. Sometimes the Publications Office requests information, and sometimes news just turns up ready for distribution. As Director of the Office, Br. Lluis Serra is in charge of selecting and editing items for each edition, in accordance with guidelines from the Superior General and his Council. Texts are forwarded to Br. José Luis Grande, who, together with his staff, is responsible for drafting translations. Br. Francisco Castellanos takes care of Spanish; Br. Aimé Maillet, French; Br. Gerard Brereton, English; and Br. Salvador Durante, Portuguese. Br. Jesus Sainz de Vicuña takes care of the statistical data (profession dates, death notices, etc.). Everything is then sent back to the Publications Office, where Br. Lluís edits and formats the final product. This in turn goes to Br. Henri Réocreux, who sees to it that UPDATE is then distributed around the Marist world by e-mail, by fax, or, if neither of these is applicable, by mail.

This is a service we’re happy to provide, because it builds up our Marist family spirit. Thanks to all of you, from all over the world, who send us news. Without your assistance this bulletin would not be possible. 

Attachment.- Our recently deceased brothers

	Surname
	First nam
	In religion
	Province
	Age
	PRF
	Passed

	Salamanca Pérez
	Regino
	
	Castile
	52
	32
	02/11/1998

	Fontbonne
	Joseph
	Adorator
	M.C.O.:N.D.De L'Hermitage
	87
	70
	02/11/1998

	Manjon Porras
	Jesús
	León Daniel
	Santa Maria
	86
	69
	05/11/1998

	Laverdure
	Léopold
	Louis Vital
	Iberville
	79
	58
	08/11/1998

	Mariscal Delgado
	Donato
	Segismundo
	Leon
	89
	73
	11/11/1998

	Wolfer
	Camille
	Lellis
	Beaucamps - Saint-Genis
	85
	67
	16/11/1998
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