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Papal Consistory

CANONIZATION DATE ANNOUNCED:

SUNDAY, APRIL 18th, 1999

Earlier today, the green light was given for the Canonizations of Marcellin Champagnat, Juan Calabria, and Agostina Livia Pietrantoni at the long-awaited Ordinary Public Consistory convoked and presided over by John Paul II. The event took place in the Consistory Hall of the Vatican’s Apostolic Palace. A joint celebration honoring the three new Saints is now set for this coming April 18th. 

Special guests at the Consistory included Brother Benito Arbues, our Superior General, Father Joaquin Fernández, Superior General of the Marist Fathers (absent due to illness), Brother Gabriele Andreucci, our Postulator, and Brother José Contreras, a member of the Canonization Team. This formal session caps off years of planning and procedural work. All that remains is the official proclamation of Sainthood for these holy men and woman on the appointed date in Saint Peter’s Square.

Divine Providence Alive And Well

FATHER JUAN CALABRIA

Priest and Founder of the men’s and women’s branches of the Poor Servants of Divine Providence, he was born on October 8th, 1873 in Verona Italy. He died in that same city in 1954 at the age of 81. The Poor Servants minister to poverty-stricken people, the abandoned and the sick. Juan was a tireless worker for the cause of Christian Unity, a strong supporter of the laity, and his life’s goal was to give wholehearted witness to the Gospel, without any fanfare.

Nursing Sister Was Murder Victim

SISTER AGOSTINA PIETRANTONI

A member of the Sisters of Charity founded by Saint Joan Antida Thouret, she was born on March 27th, 1864 in Pozzaglia Sabina, Rieti, Italy. On November 13th, 1894, just 30 years old, she was stabbed to death by a mentally deranged patient at the hospital where she worked in Rome. She is revered for her spirit of prayer, and her great kindness and dedication to all the patients she took of.

Logo for the Canonization

THREE INTERWOVEN SYMBOLS
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The M ties in Marcellin with Mary and our Marist Brotherhood. Planet Earth is seen in its entirety as fertile ground for the Gospel and our Marist Mission; it knows no man-made borders. The halo, a symbol of holiness, encircles the universal Church. 

The actual logo is multicolored and encapsulizes the notions of diversity and inculturation. Beginning now, it can be an added reminder to us of our Marist Brotherhood and the communion of life that we share.

Slogan for the Canonization

A HEART that knows no bounds

From a Biblical perspective, the heart is not the home of a person’s feelings and emotions. It’s looked upon more as the nucleus or essence of one’s existence. It’s the place where a person talks with God face to face, where basic decisions are made and life’s lessons are learned. Our Institute is the result of a decision made by a heart ripped apart by the religious ignorance of the Montagne boy. Marcellin’s heart knew no bounds; neither does his mission or his founding charism, which are our own. Nature blesses diversity. Borders, on the other hand, deepen differences, making unity so much more difficult to attain. In our Congregation these days, we can look at restructuring in this light. Also, A HEART THAT KNOWS NO BOUNDS underscores for us the international dimension and solidarity of our Marist Brotherhood.

We have sent material for press briefings to the Canonization Team’s contact person in your Province or District. In that material you can find additional comments and interpretations concerning the slogan.

With the Canonization as a backdrop

A THREE-WAY CONVERSATION

Talks and meetings continue among representatives of the three Congregations joyfully sharing in planning for the Canonizations of Marcellin, Juan, and Agostina. There’s a deepening of our sense of “church” as we seek to live this great event with an ecclesial perspective, and to find ways that might enrich its reality. 

It so happens that two or all three of our Congregations have members working in the same countries, e.g., in Chad, Angola, Central Africa, Paraguay, Uruguay, Brazil, and Romania. Opportunities for conversing and drawing closer to each other have already been realized in some places, and we think it’s wonderful that we continue to open up dialog and greater communion among our three Congregations by means of, for example, gatherings for Eucharist and other celebrations.

A Phenomenal Feast

MEANING OF THE CANONIZATION

For us, no doubt about it, Marcellin’s Canonization is a unique, once-in-a-lifetime happening in the history of our Institute. Our Founder! Now, more than ever before, he’s a gift of God for the whole Church, not just an exclusive treasure for us Marist Brothers! Our celebration of this extraordinary event should harmonize with the profound significance that it contains. Likewise, it should highlight for us the ecclesiastical dimension of our faith, which is being accentuated and enriched as we share the Canonization ceremony with other religious congregations.

For us Brothers and all the Lay Men and Women who live and breathe Marist Spirit in our lives with the Lord, the Canonization has a two-fold aspect. It’s a daring invitation to be worthy of the heritage we enjoy, and also a resounding challenge to commit ourselves ever more deeply to the enterprise of refounding our Institute. These are the perspectives that are guiding the General Council and our Canonization Team. 

The Greater Marist Family

RECENT MEETINGS

On January 2nd here at the General House, the 182nd Anniversary of our Institute’s Founding was marked by a coming together of the Marist Fathers, Marist Sisters, Marist Missionary Sisters, and ourselves. We rejoiced in a Eucharist presided over by Father Joaquin Fernandez, Marist Fathers’ Superior General, and then we celebrated our fraternal bonds with a festive meal. We were keenly aware that this year’s gathering was extra special because of the imminence of Marcellin’s canonization.

The General Councils of the four Congregations are holding their annual meeting in Ariccia, from January 8th to the 10th. This is a tradition that dates back quite a few years, an opportunity for us to deal with topics and concerns of common interest.               

__________________________
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