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Marist Visitors from South Africa

LAY TEACHERS VISIT ROME

At the beginning of June, a dozen men and women from our Schools in South Africa stopped in Rome for a few days, on their way to the Hermitage. Accompanying the group were Brothers Mario Colussi and Jude Pieterse, Provincial. Members spent several hours with General Councilors, sharing their thoughts as Marist educators. This was the second time a group of lay teachers from South Africa has visited us at the General House. Such contacts are increasingly helpful and important, as many of the teachers have never before been associated with our Brothers and Marist Schools.

One in Heart and Mind 

LETTER TO FATHER FERNANDEZ, S.G. OF THE MARIST FATHERS

On June 5th, Brothers Benito Arbués and Seàn Sammon sent a letter to Father Joaquín Fernández, Superior General of the Marist Fathers, thanking him for his brotherly concern and support in preparing for and celebrating the Canonization of Saint Marcellin. “We are most happy and grateful that the working relationship between the two Superiors General and their Councils was so smooth and affable. Our joy is greater still on seeing that our Marian Congregations around the world have been holding joint celebrations, revivifying our Marist roots, and in some cases issuing joint communiqués within our Provinces.” Our four Marist Congregations are feeling more united than ever due to our shared histories and the rich Marian spirituality that our Founders have bequeathed to us.

A Special Celebration

THE CANONIZATION REVERBERATES IN BOUGAINVILLE

A very inspiring celebration took place on April 17th in Papua New Guinea - in Kieta, Bougainville. The site was that of a former school and residence of the Brothers, a building that had been burned down in 1989, during the civil war that raged in PNG until just last year. In what once had been a flourishing Catholic boarding school, the only relic that survived unscathed was a statue of Father Champagnat. For two days, alumni volunteers cleaned up the area and prepared a place of honor for their prized statue. On the 17th, some three hundred people participated in an open air Mass. Brother Kevin McDonnell represented the Marist Brothers at the ceremony. Saint Marcellin’s example of faith and his creative responses to challenging situations are proving to be a great inspiration for the war-ravaged people of Bougainville. The Brothers have now opened a new agricultural school on the coast, for youths intent on resuming their education after ten years of armed conflict. The future is uncertain, but hopes are high.

Rising Tensions

UNREST IN THE SOLOMONS

This small island nation, population 300,000, has recently been the scene of internal strife, especially in the vicinity of Honiara, the Capital. Armed youth belonging to the Guadalcanal Liberation Army have been attacking villages in an attempt to ethnically cleanse Malaita Island of people who have been living there for several generations. The rampaging youths accuse the central government of favoring the Malaitans at the expense of the inhabitants of Guadalcanal. Our two Marist communities in the region and the Catholic boarding school where the Brothers work have not as yet been targeted, but tensions are very high.

From the General Council
NEW PROVINCIALS NAMED

The following Brothers will be serving their first three-year terms as Provincials: Laurentino Albalá for Ecuador; Afonso Tadeu Murad, Rio de Janiero; and Pablo González Franco, Peru. Brother Manfred Gschrey of Germany will be serving a second three-year term.

Thanks and Farewell

FINISHING WORK FOR THE GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

On June 24th, the General Council hosted a special prayer service and supper to honor three Brothers who have served in the General Administration for several years. The Council expressed its deep appreciation and fond farewells to Brothers Brian Sweeney, Salvador Durante, and Benedetto Termini.

Follow-up on the Canonization

A VISIT FROM THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR

His Excellency Jean Guéguinou, France’s Ambassador to the Holy See, paid a brief and very pleasant visit to the General House at the beginning of June. Accompanying him was Monsignor Guy Terrancle, an ecclesiastical consultant. They enjoyed a happy hour with French members of the community, and later had dinner with the General Councilors. The visit lasted well into the late afternoon.

News from Nairobi

THE MIC BECOMES PART OF THE CUEA

The MIC is in the process of making final arrangements to become part of the Catholic University of East Africa (CUEA). Structures and programs are being adapted, without losing sight of the original aim of our formation center - the religious and apostolic formation of our young Brothers in Africa. The Superior General will no longer be Chancellor, and there will be no further need for him to appoint a delegate for the school. The Conference of Marist Superiors of Africa and Madagascar will now assume the responsibility for looking after this formation center.

New Location

FRENCH-LANGUAGE NOVITIATE IN AFRICA

The Novitiate for French-speaking Brothers in Africa has been moved from Obala, Cameroon to Save, Rwanda. The academic year ended on June 6th with a ceremony for the profession of First Vows. The new mailing address is the same as that for the District Superior in Rwanda.

A Family Dear to Us Grieves

VINCENZO PASTORE DIES

Mr. Vincenzo Pastore passed away on Sunday, June 13th. The soul of kindness and hard work, for several years he was the gardener at our General House. Toward the end of 1998, he was diagnosed as suffering from pancreatic cancer. Our warmest prayers and friendship accompanied him throughout his illness. We offer our condolences to Yolanda, his wife, and to Erik and Daniele, his sons. Yolanda and Erik take care of our Reception desk, the “Centralino,” with great warmth and efficiency. On Tuesday, June 15th, we joined the Family for the Mass of the Resurrection celebrated in our big chapel at the General House. May God grant eternal joy and peace to our dear friend Vincenzo.

Plenary Sessions

THE GENERAL COUNCIL CONVENES

Plenary meetings of the Council began on May 24th, and will continue until the 24th of July. Presently, the Council is away in Manziana, making its week long annual retreat as stipulated in its Plan for Community Life. This year’s retreat is centered on Saint Marcellin, the man and his writings. The Councilors will be facing some very challenging issues in the coming weeks, especially in the areas of restructuring and of planning for the next General Chapter.

Making Waves in the Caribbean

ST. MARCELLIN HONORED IN CUBA

In Cuba, where there hasn’t been a Marist Brothers community since 1961, the canonization of Father Champagnat was celebrated with great joy in several dioceses. Festivities grew out of the desire of former students to participate in celebrating the canonization event, so long awaited by the entire Marist Family. In Cienfuegos, Bishop Emilio Aranguren, a graduate of Champagnat High School in Santa Clara, presided over the Eucharist on April 18th. 160 alumni took part. In Havana, five priests, also Marist graduates, concelebrated – Msgr. Carlos Manuel de Céspedes, Vicar General of the Archdiocese; Msgr. Fernando de la Vega, Vice Chancellor; two Jesuits, and a Dominican. About 60 Marist alumni attended that Mass. In his homily, Msgr. de Céspedes, in addition to expressing gratitude for having received a Marist education, stated that “We’re not talking about a nostalgic look back at the past and sadly dreaming of what might have been; rather let’s look ahead, at the situations that Cuba needs to confront today, and ask ourselves how we can make a positive contribution.” He expressed the wish that at some future time “known only to God,” the Marist Brothers would again be present on the Island. And he concluded, “We ask all this through the intercession of Saint Marcellin Champagnat.” A former student wrote of the event, “What joy on the faces of all who were with us…”

New President of Religious in Chile

BR. PEDRO HERREROS ELECTED

The Provincial of Chile, Br. Pedro Herreros, has been elected President of the Conference of Religious in Chile (CONFERRE). In his new role, he took part in the VII Pan-American Conference of Religious Men and Women held in Toronto, Canada from May 21st to the 26th. The four Conferences of Major Superiors of Men and Women have about 300,000 Religious, spread throughout the Western Hemisphere. The slogan for the Conference was “Although Mountains May Tumble…, Solidarity, Fidelity, and Hope.” Five Marist Brothers attended - Patrick McNamara and John Klein from the USA, Alfonso Fernández from Mexico Central, Antonio Ramalho from Brazil North, and Pedro Herreros from Chile. Two Marist Fathers also attended, a Provincial from Canada and one from the USA. 

SMSM’s Expand Their Mission in Algeria

ADDED COMMUNITY AT ADRAR OASIS

The Marist Missionary Sisters, at work in Algeria since 1953, are about to start a new community at the Oasis of Adrar. The local bishop is providing a house for them in the midst of a very poor area. They will minister to the people in several different ways. The Algerian Church looks upon this new endeavor with great hope, seeing it as an ongoing presence of the Lord through prayer, community, friendship, and inter-religious dialog in this overwhelmingly Muslim part of the world.

News from the Pacific

MARIST ASIAN PACIFIC CENTER

Br. Carl Tapp of the Province of New Zealand recently took up his new post as Rector of MAPAC in the Philippines. Previous to his taking charge of the Board of Directors there, he studied in the United States for a year, and was a school principal and District Superior in Samoa for several years.

From Kiribati
DEATH OF ONE OF THE FIRST BROTHERS 

Word has reached us that Br. Tibwan Kanono, 33, one of the first four professed Brothers from Kiribati in the Central Pacific, died suddenly and unexpectedly in his sleep. He was studying at a university and living with our Brothers in Fiji.

Africa-Europe Faith and Justice Network

MARIST PRESENCE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

The Marist Brothers have been members of the Brussels-based AEFJN for many years, together with another 40 Congregations. Br. Benito has asked Br. Allen Sherry of the Office of Solidarity to reestablish our active involvement in the organization. At the present time, Br. Allen is a member of the body’s Executive Committee. Beginning next August, Father Luc Coppejans of the Missionaries of Africa will serve as AEFJN’s new Executive Director.

Marist Spirituality Center on the Move

SESSION SET FOR COCHABAMBA, BOLIVIA

After 63 sessions for Spanish-speaking Brothers at El Escorial near Madrid, Spain, the Marist Spirituality Center will hold Session 64 in Cochabamba, Bolivia. Beginning a new chapter and intent on promoting solidarity, this session will commence on July 15th and conclude next November 23rd. During the first phase of the program, from July 15th to August 31st, participants will go through an in-depth experience of solidarity at various sites throughout Latin America. After that, from September 1st to November 23rd, they will devote time to reflecting on their encounters in solidarity and to the work of renewal essential to the Program. More than 20 Brothers will take part, ranging in age from 40 and 55. Br. José Calleja will direct the Session, and Br. Santiago Cisneros will serve as Co-Director.

Keeping Costs Down

17,000 COPIES OF FMS MESSAGE 27

The latest edition of FMS MESSAGE is out, a pictorial remembrance of the canonization of St. Marcellin. The Publications Office received orders for 17,000 copies. This amount will reduce the cost for each copy considerably. We are now looking at the quickest and most cost-effective ways for shipping.

A Kosovo Unseen

HUMANITARIAN NIGHTMARE IN THE CONGO

Missionaries are the only witnesses to the agony of the millions of men, women, and children in the Congo right now. War is always synonymous with hunger, squalor, desperation, and death. The “Congo Forum,” a consultative group representing the missionary Institutes at work in that country, has launched a dramatic appeal in the face of an imminent human catastrophe. Every form of humanitarian assistance has been cut off, and international relief is drying up. When there are no international TV cameras around, the world pays no attention. Meanwhile, this human trauma intensifies.

News Flash from the Democratic Republic of the Congo

OUR BROTHERS FACING INCREASED RISK

(*** News for internal publication only.)

At the present moment, the situation for our Brothers in the Congo remains critical. The Community at Kisangani is struggling due to insecurity and political tensions throughout the region. This raises the possibility of combining communities and temporarily abandoning worksites – Nyangezi, among others, where lay people could carry on at the High School and a Brother could appear from time to time to help and encourage them. 

In the previous edition of UPDATE, concerning the attack on our community at Nyangezi, we mistakenly reported that the residence had been destroyed. More precisely, it was “looted,” “pillaged,” and “plundered…” About 30 soldiers stormed the house. Apparently, they were bent on making off with dollars. Not finding any, they vented their anger on their victims and wrecked the house. There were five Brothers in the Community at the time, only one of which managed to find a hiding place. Two were beaten up. A third took the barrel of a rifle in his chest. In addition to pounding on Br. Paul Rossignon of Belgium, the invaders broke his arm and inflicted many cuts and bruises on him. It was feared that his hand would be paralyzed because of tendon damage. Fortunately, back in Belgium, he is responding well to medical treatment and slowly regaining the use of his hand. The caretaker of the house took a bullet in the arm. 

OUR DECEASED BROTHERS, MAY 27 TO JUNE 27, 1999

Based on information received by the General Secretariat

	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	RELIGIOUS N.
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DEATH

	LAROUCHE
	Marius
	Emile Simon
	91
	Québec
	1999-05-27

	DUMORTIER
	Joseph Léon J.
	Diogène
	76
	Madagascar
	1999-05-27

	DICKSON
	Patrick Francis
	Hilarian
	92
	Sydney
	1999-05-29

	POYARD
	Antoine
	Elie Antoine
	83
	Beacamps-St.Génis
	1999-05-30

	ROBREDO GONZÁLEZ
	Martín
	Ligorio Martín
	89
	Bética
	1999-06-01

	GUAY
	Louis-Joseph
	Aimé Louis
	88
	Québec
	1999-06-16

	MARTÍNEZ BARRIUSO
	Cirilo
	Fulgencio José
	89
	Chile
	1999-06-16

	AGU
	Patrick
	Bernard Charles
	70
	Nigeria-Ghana
	1999-06-19

	KANONO
	Tiban Beniamina
	
	33
	New Zealand
	1999-06-20


__________________________
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