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20th General Chapter 

Preparatory Commission meets

Members of the 20th General Chapter Preparatory Commission recently met in Rome. This group, appointed by Brother Benito and the General Council, is made up of Brothers Manoel Alves, Juan Miguel Anaya Torres [Secretary], José Contreras Landeros, Christian Mbam, Peter Rodney, Jean Ronzon, Seán Sammon [Chair], and Robert Teoh. 

During their ten days together, Commission members defined their task, established a calendar of work, and designed a soon to be distributed first survey of the brothers of the Institute. The latter will be preceded by a letter from Brother Benito to each brother of the Institute, distributed through your Province or District Office. 

The Commission also decided to develop a series of prayers for use in preparing for the Chapter, set up a Preparatory Commission Web page [currently under construction], and launch a logo design competition once the Chapter's theme has been established. 

The group's next meeting is scheduled for May 2000. The results of the soon to be launched survey among the brothers of the Institute will be analyzed at that meeting and a report sent out subsequently.
Meeting of Pacific Region Councilors

TOWARD CREATING AN NGO

All the members of the Provincial Councils of the Pacific met recently, (October 29 -31) in Wellington, New Zealand. While the principal topic was the question of restructuring in the region, the meeting also gave strong support to developing a Marist Nongovernmental Organization (NGO) in the region. Br Allen Sherry, the director of the International Bureau of Solidarity (IBS) in Rome, was invited to assist in the facilitation of considering this initiative. The Councils agreed that the NGO would explore further having an orientation which could include coordination of lay volunteers, the seeking of funding for Pacific solidarity projects, advocacy for just causes, and education in solidarity in our Marist school networks.

Province of Central Mexico

NEW comMuniTY In Chiapas

In fulfilment of a commitment it made at its 10th Provincial Chapter,  the Central Province has set up a new community in Pico de Oro, Ocosingo, along the banks of the Lacantún River in the southeatern part of the State of Chiapas. The community is made up of two brothers and two lay volunteers. They will continue our work in the Diocese of San Cristóbal de las Casas, taking care of some thirty indigenous and mestizo communities, teaching catechism, leading youth groups, working with women’s organizations, and training candidates for the permanent diaconate  and other forms of service.

Asian Synod

FINAL DOCUMENT 

On the occasion of the Pope’s recent visit to India, the final document of last year’s Synod of Asia was published. The presence of Christianity, while growing ever stronger in the region, is also encountering serious difficulties, because religious liberty is not always practiced in many Asian countries today. There are 190 Marist brothers on mission in 12 Asian countries –​ and it’s no  easy task for them to deal with everyday life there, especially in terms of becoming fully and effectively involved in problems arising from religious and political strife in that part of the world.

In Support of Minorities

EAST TIMOR HONORS A BROTHER 

Br. Teófilo Minga of the Province of Portugal has been named the recipient of the new East Timorese Government’s Medal of the Order of Merit “for everything that he has done for the Timorese People.” From his university days until the publication of his book Timor Mortis, dealing with the massacre at the Cemetery of Santa Cruz en 1991, he has developed a tremendous love for that Country. Bishop Belo of Dili, East Timor, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, also congratulated Br. Teófilo for his exceptional support of minorities and their causes.

Administrative Appointments

PROVINCES AND DISTRICTS

The General Council has named Br. Onorino Rota to be the new Provincial of our Italian Province for a three-year term.

The Provincial Council of Bética in Spain has chosen Br. Antonio Peralta as the new District Superior in Bolivia for the next three years, and the Provincial Council of Catalonia has appointed Br. Ángel Medina to be the District Superior in Paraguay for a second three-year term.

Union of Superiors General

OVERCOMing  violencE

The Justice and Peace Commission of the Union of Superiors General has adopted the call of the Hague Conference for World Peace, with its seven key initiatives: an international action network dealing with firearms, a global education campaign for peace, worldwide efforts to ratify the International Criminal Justice Court, applying pressure around the world for the elimination of land mines, the dismantling of  nuclear weapons, and an international drive to prevent war and stop the use of child soldiers.

Celebrations for “The International Year for the Culture of Peace” in 2000 should greatly favor the development of these initiatives.

Reflections on a Current Concern

FormaTIoN of formators

The Association of General Councilors meets in Rome three times a year to take a closer look at current topics of interest. November’s meeting was attended by 125 members from some 50 religious congregations, and  centered around “The Formation of Formators.” Members presented papers and exchanged experiences to come up with concrete and effective answers to their concerns in this vital area of religious life.
An Apostolic Work with Social Overtones 

the CHAMPAGNAT calendar

Income earned by the brothers in France from their well-known Champagnat Calendar supports many projects. It has just provided financing for construction of the new Marcellin  Champagnat wing for the St. Michel de Santo School in Vanuatu, in the Southwest Pacific.

Authored by a Marist Father

New book on saint MARCElLIN

Father Alois Greiler, S.M. has written a brief biography, Marcellin Champagnat, A Marist Saint.  Its 46 pages cover three aspects of our Founder’s life – the beginnings of his spiritual journey (1789-1813); his role in helping to found the Society of Mary (1813-1840); and his place in the wider Society of Mary today. The English text will soon be translated into French. The General Council of the Fathers has distributed the book to our Marist Houses here in Rome as a gift in comemmoration of Marcellin’s Canonization.  

Authored by a brother in France

two weeks in prayer with MARCELliN CHAMPAGNAT

Br. Jean Roche, a member of the Province of M.C.O. (Midi-Centre-Ouest)/ Notre Dame de l’Hermitage, has a new book out entitled Two Weeks in Prayer with Marcellin Champagnat, published by Éditions Nouvelle Cité. Fifteen themes based on Marcellin’s spirituality invite us to pray in his company. Among the themes: God alone, Divine Love, The Most Important Idea, The First Places, The Violet’s Perfume, Solidarities, and Mary, Our Good Mother... This book was written especially for members of the Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family.

A Cooperative Effort in Hungary

catechetical series

Work has been completed on a Series of twelve catechetical books in Hungarian, up-to-date in every way, and with excellent graphics, in response to a real need of the Church in that country. The Series is proving to be very popular with parishes and schools. More than 100,000 books have been sold and some books in the series are in their third edition. Br. Mateo González has been in charge of the project, which has been financed to a great extent by the Marist Provinces of Europe.

Marist Sector of Angola

FORMATIoN of CATEchists

Our Brothers have taken over the direction of a Catechetical Formation Center founded by Bishop Pedro Luis Scarpa. The school has twenty-nine students enrolled in first and second year classes. This service of the Brothers is greatly appreciated by the missionaries in the Diocese of Ndalatando.

Abp. Zenon Grocholewski of Poland

New PREFECT of the CONGREGAtIoN for CAThoLIC Education

Pope John Paul II has named Archbishop Zenon Grocholewski, 60 years old, from the Polish city of Poznan, as Prefect of the Vatican Congregation for Catholic Education, replacing Cardinal Pío Laghi.  

This Congregation supervises several different areas - seminaries y formation houses for religious and members of Secular Institutes, and all the universities, faculties, institutes, and civil and ecclesiastical schools of higher studies dependent on Church authorization. 

The Office for Catholic Schools is always up-to-date about education systems throughout the world, and keeps in close contact with national and international Catholic organizations related to Catholic Education. 

BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED, OCTOBER 16 – NOVEMBER 16, 1999

According to information from the Office of the Secretary General

	LAST NAME
	FIRST N.
	N. IN RELIGION
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DATE

	Fontanili
	Aldighiero
	Gérard Paul
	93
	R de J, Brazil
	12 Oct 99*

	Chang Yui Ting
	Etienne
	Lèce Damien
	82
	China
	19 Oct 99

	Roche
	Victor
	Joseph Eustole
	81
	MCO-Hermitage
	29 Oct 99

	Ramírez Alvarado
	Daniel
	Luis Guadalupe
	62
	Southern Africa Austral
	07 Nov 99

	Sasigáin Díaz de Heredia
	Santiago
	Serafín Arturo
	77
	North, Spain
	11 Nov 99

	Hosey
	Edward John
	Mary Swithin
	88
	Sydney, Aust’lia
	12 Nov 99

	Robles Llamazares
	Alejandro
	Alejandro Andrés
	61
	Castilla, Spain
	14 Nov 99
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