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Indescribable Catastrophe 

MOZAMBIQUE

Torrential rains and Cyclone Eline have claimed countless human lives, caused endless struggles for survival on treetops and rooftops, seen hundreds of thousands of Mozambicans brave the threat of land mines in racing to higher ground, and resulted in the loss of everything for millions. Our Brothers in Manhica remain marooned in the floodwaters in the Inkomati River Valley. Fortunately, other Marist communities in the country are in areas less affected by the deluge. Everyone is involved in looking after flood victims. The General Council has authorized financial aid from Solidarity’s Emergency Fund to support the aid work being done by our Brothers on the scene.

Restructuring Marches on

new province in South america

On February 22nd, Brother Benito and the General Council, in accordance with Articles 125 and 137,4 of our Constitutions and Statutes, gave their approval for the creation of a new Province on the South American Continent. It takes in the present units of  Córdoba and Río de la Plata in Argentina, and Paraguay. Paraguay will retain its current status as a District.

Four new EUROPean Provinces

Also on February 22nd, the Superior General and his Council approved the setting up of four new Provinces in Europe. One will include the present units of Midi-Centre-Ouest/Hermitage and Beaucamps/Saint-Genis in France, and Catalonia in Spain. A second one will take in Madrid and Norte in Spain. A third, Portugal, and Castille and Leon in Spain. A fourth, Italy, Lebanon/Syria, and Betica and Levante in Spain.

The General Council will ratify these and all other restructuring decisions at a special meeting at the beginning of 2001.

In the words of Brother Benito, “It is not only a matter of regrouping, but of helping to bring something new into existence… A birth is coming closer. We must experience it as an opportunity to re-create our Marist life, to engender a whole new reality...; an opportunity to develop updated structures and ways of encouraging one another to enjoy a more abundant life.”

Religious Life Involved

Remembering and reconciling: the church and its sins in the past

On March 7th, the Vatican Press Office released the document Remembering and Reconciling: The Church and Its Sins in the Past. The document speaks for all members of the Church – the laity, members of the Consecrated Life, and Priests. Two members of religious orders were involved in drafting the document. This asking for pardon for past faults and failings in no way justifies our being forgetful of the sins and evils of today.  

In letters at the time of the Canonization, Brother Benito anticipated this theme of the Jubilee Year by asking for forgiveness from the poor, young people, and the laity for the times that we as Marists have let them down.

In the Spirit of This Year’s Jubilee 

The PROVINCe of COLOMBIA decides

Our Marist Province in Colombia has just come up with a three-year plan to aid the poor. These four points stand out: 1) Remitting debts through loans for housing and health for all employees in their communities. 2) Providing aid to buy housing for homeless employees who have worked in their communities for a certain amount of time. 3) Transferring 10% of the Province’s earnings for each fiscal year to the Solidarity Fund. And 4) Promoting projects sponsored by the Solidarity Commission in their Province.

Our Provinces in Brazil

Vocation Year 2000

This Jubilee Year, as one specially devoted to vocations, is seeing a concerted effort by the Interprovincial Commission for Vocation Ministry to Youth in Marist Brazil. The Brothers are adapting their programs for  recruiting and accompanying new vocations by meeting young people wherever they find themselves today. Jesus is at the center of all Christian vocations. One such vocation is to be a Marist Brother. We promote the mission and spirit of Saint Marcellin. As of this February 28th, the six Marist Provinces in Brazil have 173 Juniors, 57 Candidates, 54 Postulants, 50 Novices, 70 Temporary Professed and 469 Perpetually Professed Brothers. These numbers invite us all to go forward in creative fidelity and hope.

Marist Center for Spirituality

renewal course iN MANZIANA

Manziana, a town about an hour’s drive north of Rome, is home to a group of English-speaking Brothers participating in a five-month renewal course. One sign of the times is the group’s multi-cultural character. The particpants are: Kalolo Hunt from Samoa; Basil Nwude, Nigeria; Roy Deita and Willie Lubrico from the Philippines; Jean Michel Ratsimbazaby, Madagascar; Daniel Hollamby and Michael Haynes, Australia; Aurelian Chimbiya, Malawi; Ray Arthur, Australia/Papua New Guinea; and Godfrey Perera from Sri Lanka. Tony Shears from Sydney and John McDonnell, Esopus, are the co-directors of the program, and Nello Facci of the Melbourne Province is the bursar. Brother Luis García Sobrado is their liaison with the General Administration. The Brothers in this session are deeply appreciative of this “moment” of genuine renewal in their lives, and very grateful for the prayers of their Brothers, families, and friends around the world.

People Eager to Earn a Living

workshops iN LIBERIA

At the end of February, our Brothers in Liberia started a workshop for thirty people, many of them amputees or polio victims. The sessions are aimed at helping them to become self-sufficient through the sale of small handicrafts in the local market. The Marist Solidarity Fund has given financial support for running the workshop. Other people are anxious to participate in a second workshop, now almost fully subscribed.

Giving Life and Hope

Brother EVAGHELOS FONSOS honored in AThENS

On February 2nd, the Greek Red Cross and the Committee For Volunteer Blood Donors  paid tribute to Brother Evaghelos Fonsos in Athens. Brother is 64 years old, a member of the community in Patissia. He has donated blood eighty times in the last thirty years, gifting countless people of all ages. Evaghelos’s self-giving symbolizes the generosity of many other Brothers who donate blood regularly throughout the world.

Appointment by the General Council

New PROVINCIAL named

The General Council has appointed Brother José Luis Salazar as Provincial for the Province of Madrid. He will begin a three-year term, replacing Brother Adolfo Varas, who resigned for reasons of health.

Web Site for Religious Life Returns

VIDIMUS DOMINUM 

Vidimus Dominum, a Web site devoted to the Religious Life, is up and running again after being unavailable for the past couple of months. A consortium of Religious Institutes is being formed to put it back in operation. 

Its address is: www.vidimusdominum.org
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