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First Anniversary of the Canonization

Let’s face the challenges of 2000 together with MARCELLIN 

This April 18, the first Anniversary of Marcellin’s canonization, will be a privileged moment for all our communities and apostolates. A time to praise and thank God and our Good Mother for the gift of our Founder’s holiness. A grace-filled opportunity to deepen the reality of his charism, spirituality, and mission in our lives. Our Publications Office recently mailed out a video capturing highlights of the stirring events in Rome last year. 

Using the slogan “Together with Marcellin, let’s face the challenges of 2000!” our Brothers in France are inviting people to celebrate this first Anniversary at the Hermitage on May 28. 

Church Publishes Statistical Data

yearbook covers through 1998

According to the latest edition of the Church’s Statistical Yearbook, the number of Catholics is increasing at a faster rate than the world’s population in general. The Vatican report gives a numerical picture of the current state of Catholicism.

Data up to January 1, 1999 shows that 17.4% of the world’s population, a little over 2 billion people, are Catholic. From 1978 to 1998, the number of Catholics in Africa and Asia rose constantly, while European numbers have been on the decline.

Vocations to the religious life are on the rise. In 1982, 17,939 women and 8,958 men, the vast majority of them young people, entered novitiates. In 1998, these numbers increased to 21,303 and 10,923 respectively.

For more on pastoral caregivers, refer to the chart found at the end of these newsnotes. Without a doubt, a notable development in recent years has been the amazing growth in the number of catechists.

Beginning April 15th

a new administrative unit
Restructuring in Europe is giving rise to a brand new Administrative Unit consisting of 240 Brothers from the following countries: Belgium, 95 Brothers; Germany (with Kenya) 61; Great Britain, 46; Holland, 12; and Ireland, 26. The new Unit comes into being on April 15th.

A Call for Solidarity

Flood victims in venezuela

Last December 14-16, the torrential rains that fell in Venezuela resulted in the loss of up to 45,000 lives, with  another quarter of a million people left homeless. Economic losses are incalculable.

Our Colegio Champagnat in Caracas opened “its heart that knows no bounds” to 208 flood victims. Many parents, teachers, students, and graduates of the school labored tirelessly to care for them for three weeks. 

Many members of the school community at Colegio San José in Maracay spent a week collecting food, water, and everything that could be of any use for people in shelters. Our Marist schools have taken in children and teenagers who survived the tragedy. 

With scant resources, working closely with the Venezuelan Church, the Brothers are building a vocational school in the barrio of San Vicente in Maracay, which has taken in 1000 homeless families. About 2000 new boys and girls will live there, unable to study for lack of school buildings. The Marist Social Foundation is on the scene, using two Catholic churches to look after children “working” in the town’s garbage dump. 

Cancelation of External Debt

53 Religious congregations join forces

The Justice and Peace Office of the Union of Superiors General has drafted a petition  to cancel the debt of the world’s poorest countries. At least 53 Congregations have joined in support of this initiative. A letter will be sent to the Japanese Prime Minister in time for the upcoming meeting of the G-8, to be held in Okinawa in June. The letter advocates cancellation of present debt and the setting up of procedures for real economic growth that will not burden poor countries with additional debt.

“Moratorium 2000,” an  International Campaign

The Colosseum lights up for life

Every time a year’s moratorium on the death penalty is declared, the Colosseum in Rome is bathed in special light. At the end of March, for the eleventh time in 2000, the structure was lit up because of a decision by the President of the Philippines to commute the death penalty to life imprisonment for 18 people. “Moratorium 2000” is being promoted by Amnesty International, Rome’s Community of San Egidio, and other human rights organizations.

International College Community in Rome

new director appointed

Br. Benito and his Council have named Br. Antonio Carlos Ramalho, from the Province of Brazil North, to be the new Director of the International College at the General House. He succeeds Br. Ivo Strobino and will begin his term at the start of the new school year.

Río de la Plata and Córdoba, Argentina

New MUSICAL about MARCElLIN

The Argentinian Provinces of Río de la Plata and Córdoba have approved the production of a new musical,  “Heart that Knows No Bounds” by Manuel González Gil. He wrote the musical “Society of Brothers” featured at celebrations in 1989 for the bicentennial of St. Marcellin’s birth. 

Brotherly Presence

Councilors Animating Institute

Having just completed visits to the Brothers in Colombia, Ecuador y Peru, Br. Benito is now at meetings at the MIC in Nairobi, Kenya. Brothers Sean Sammon and Henri Vignau have been visiting the Provinces of Sydney and Melbourne. Sean is presently at the MIC, and Henri will visit Papua New Guinea and the Solomons. Br. Jeffrey Crowe visited Cambodia and is now with Br. Marcelino Ganzaráin visiting Vanuatu, New Caledonia, Fiji, Kiribati, Samoa, and New Zealand. Bros. Pedro Marcos and Claudino Falchetto are visiting Brazil and Chile. Br. Luis García Sobrado is at the MIC and will then go to the Ivory Coast. Br. Gaston Robert will attend a formation meeting in the United States. Br. Yvon Bedard has been attending meetings in Kenya, Brazil and Chile. Lots of visits with Brothers and Lay People in our Provinces, Districts and Sectors. Ongoing brotherly presence and support for our Brothers and communities worldwide.

Streamlining Causes for Canonizations

Martyrs in the spanish civil war

The Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of the Saints has sent a letter to the Conference of Spanish Bishops, recommending the consolidation of the Causes of people martyred during the Civil War of 1936-1939. Within the next five years, the causes for beatifications and canonizations of these martyrs will be grouped into four or five processes. No doubt this will have a considerable effect on the causes of our Marist martyrs now underway.

Marist Presence in Chiapas

san josé marist mission

The Marist mission at San José in Marqués de Comillas, Chiapas is composed of three Brothers, two seminarians, two young people who have volunteered for a year of service, and two anthropology students who stayed with them for a month.

January was filled with diocesan events, including farewell get-togethers in honor of Don Samuel Ruiz in San Cristóbal, and ceremonies for the ordination of 103 deacons and 57 indigenous candidates for the permanent diaconate.

In February, the 38 communities of Marqués de Comillas hosted a month-long visit of an image of the Virgin Of Guadalupe, awakening great fervor and enthusiasm in their midst.  

March saw the Brothers and their community continuing to visit people living in this multiethnic and multicultural part of Mexico, animating their faith-filled lives. On a swing through eight communities, they met with native Choles, Tzeltales, Tzotziles, Zoques, and Chinantecos. A real pastoral challenge and adventure! 

During Holy Week, this community of San José will welcome many young missioners from other parts of Mexico, to share with them this joyful work of faith and solidarity.

Marist Life: Grace and Fidelity

UPDATing our LIST

In a recent UPDATE, due to incomplete information, we did not include the names of four Brothers who made their Perpetual Profession during 1999. Their names follow. It’s a joy to know that a total of 36 Brothers made Final Profession last year.

PERPETUAl Professions in 1999 (Supplementary Listing)

Source: Office of Records and Statistics of the General Secretariat

	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	DATE
	DATE
	COUNTRY

	33. SCHONFELD HERGENRE
	Raúl José
	1999-11-27
	RIO DE LA PLATA
	Argentina

	34. DITTLER SENGER
	Jorge Omar
	1999-11-27
	RIO DE LA PLATA
	Argentina

	35. CAMPOS ÁLVAREZ
	Andrés G.
	1999-11-27
	RIO DE LA PLATA
	Argentina

	36. BELINSKI
	Ricardo
	1999-05-22
	SÃO PAULO
	Brazil


Brothers who have died,  February 23 to april 9, 2000

Source: Office of Records and Statistics of the General Secretariat

	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DATE

	PEÑA BURBANO
	Pedro Antonio
	85
	Colombia
	23-02-2000

	SUÁREZ ALONSO
	Benigno
	73
	Central Mexico
	29-02-2000

	WACHTER
	Johann Guillerm
	87
	Rio De La Plata, Argentina
	06-03-2000

	LUNA FIGUEROA
	Luis Ramón
	65
	Western Mexico
	10-03-2000

	L'ÉCUYER
	Denis
	92
	Quebec, Canada
	17-03-2000

	BOETSCH
	Georges Camille
	93
	Beaucamps/St-Genis, France
	20-03-2000

	REY GARCÍA
	Porfirio
	88
	Córdoba, Argentina
	25-03-2000

	SMITH
	Robert
	82
	Great Britain
	25-03-2000

	LAVERDURE
	Roger
	79
	Iberville, Canada
	28-03-2000

	FRANTZ
	Balduino José
	78
	Santa Catarina, Brazil
	30-03-2000

	WERLY
	Félix
	86
	Beaucamps/St-Genis, France
	09-04-2000


PASTORAL CAREGIVERS IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1998

	PRIVATE
CONTINENT
	BISHOPS
	PRIESTS
	PERMANENT DEACONS
	BROTHERS
	SISTERS
	MEMBERS OF 

SECULAR INSTITUTES
	LAY MISSIONARIES
	CATECHISTS
	TOTAL

	AFRICA
	575
	26.026
	313
	7.025
	51.304
	378
	1.256
	343.085
	429.962

	AMERICA
	1.672
	120.297
	16.748
	16.990
	237.504
	5.610
	52.084
	1.258.836
	1.709.741

	ASIA
	617
	41.456
	219
	7.764
	134.035
	1.200
	2.274
	226.500
	414.065

	EUROPE
	1.459
	211.827
	7.890
	24.097
	380.309
	23.535
	562
	455.481
	1.105.160

	OCEANIA
	116
	5.020
	175
	1.937
	11.627
	49
	245
	14.485
	33.654

	WORLD
	4.439
	404.626
	25.345
	57.813
	814.779
	30.772
	56.421
	2.298.387
	3.692.582


______________________


[image: image2.png]