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XX General Chapter

Preparatory Commission meets a third time

The Preparatory Commission met in Rome at the General House from November 1-11. Among other things, the Commission:  

​1) asked Br. Juan Miguel Anaya, Secretary of the Commission, to keep in contact with the Chapter Delegates, to assure follow-up work on the several surveys and questionnaires that the Commission has developed, and to oversee material preparations for the Chapter. Br. Juan Miguel will be based in Rome until the opening of the Chapter.

2) recommended that Delegates study an official language of the Institute other than their own, to improve communications at the Chapter; that they devote time to listening to the Brothers in their Provinces, meet with other Chapter Delegates, and visit a country where the Brothers are ministering in ways different than in their home country in order to see how our Marist charism is embodied in other parts of our world.

3) reviewed  lodging requirements for the 117 Chapter Delegates and the 60-70 members of the Chapter’s support staff, including translators and secretaries.

4) proposed that the Delegates make use of the See-Judge-Act method in their discernment process.

5) sought suggestions and recommendations from former Delegates currently residing at the General House concerning the Statutes and Rules of Procedure for the Chapter. 

6) drew up an information sheet to be sent to the Chapter Delegates and Substitutes, a form that is to be returned by January 31st. 

7) put together a collection of short prayers for the Brothers to use in offering petitions for the Chapter during their personal and communal prayers.

8) recommended that for the duration of the Chapter, the Steering Committee and the Central Committee issue weekly news reports containing official information about the Chapter for all Provinces and Districts. Personal communications and the opinions of individual Delegates are inevitably limited in scope and can generate confusion.

9) asked that from April 5-10, Brothers Jean, José, and Juan Miguel take care of processing the results of the second survey that is being sent out to the Institute.

Item of interest: A joint get-together of the four General Chapters of the Marist Congregations is scheduled to take place on September 12th. More than 300 Marist Sisters, Missionary Sisters, Brothers and Fathers are expected to attend. A special papal audience is also being arranged.

Solomon Islands

Peace returning slowly

After months of violence, peace on the island of Guadalcanal is slowly regaining a foothold. Warring factions have signed a peace agreement which is holding for the moment.  People are now moving about freely and starting to rebuild their lives. This is truly wonderful news for our Solomon Islander Brothers and their families.  Presently, there is even hope that the secondary boarding school where the Brothers work, just outside the capital, Honiara, will eventually reopen.  

Pacific Novitiate, Fiji

The Lord keeps on inviting

On Saturday, November 25th, eleven Brothers made their first profession at Lomeri in Fiji.  They are from Fiji, Samoa, Papua New Guinea (including Bougainville), the Solomon Islands, and India.  The occasion was a very festive one, full of color and Marist spirit, Pacific-style.  This marks the last time that Novices from India will study at this Novitiate. Three first-year Novices from India are now at the Novitiate in Sri Lanka.  

Philippines

Situation remains very unsettled

Security remains a problem in many parts of the Southern Philippines. Muslim extremists are terrorizing the local population, engaging the Army in skirmishes, and taking foreigners hostage. During the recent visit of Brother Benito, the three Brothers from the island of Jolo told of how they have an armed guard whenever they leave their house. Some people have left the island because of safety concerns, but the Brothers have decided to stay and keep the school open to give hope and a measure of stability to the many young people who are there, including Muslim students.  

Members of the Marist Fraternity in Cotabato were unable to attend an assembly with other Fraternities because fighting had closed down roads.  To get from one place to another it is sometimes necessary to take very roundabout routes.  

Peace-building is a major Church priority, and that theme was taken up at a recent assembly of more than 100 members of the Saint Marcellin Club, a Marist youth movement taking root throughout the island of Mindanao.

In the Bolivian Highlands

marists present in tiquina

Tiquina is a strait that separates the South American continent from the great peninsula of Lake Titicaca, site of the famous shrine of the Virgin of Copacabana. On opposite sides of the strait, the towns of San Pablo and San Pedro comprise a single parish, encompassing eighteen Aymara communities. Our Brothers Antonio and Bernardino live in San Pedro, about 4000 meters (13,000 feet) above sea level. There they carry on a ministry very similar to that of Father Champagnat and the first Brothers in LaValla. They teach religion at two state-run schools (one of them 13 kilometers – more  than ten miles – from where they live), give catechism lessons to the children and teenagers of the parish, visit surrounding communities to accompany families in prayer for their loved ones and to celebrate Baptisms, customs deeply rooted in the culture of the Aymaras. In addition, the Brothers take care of Sunday services and the parish office. The parish priest lives at another parish about 60 kilometers (almost 40 miles) away, and can’t always be present to preside over the Eucharist. 

Former Marist Student

new speaker of the  house of commons in great britain

The Marist Brothers have had a significant  influence on the moral development and political aspirations of Michael Martin, newly elected  Speaker of the House of Commons in the British Parliament.

Martin himself revealed in an interview what it meant to him to be a student at the Brothers’ St. Patrick’s High School in Glasgow, Scotland. 

"It was there that I saw impressive examples of Christianity in action, people taking concrete steps to provide help for those in need, and this approach to life has served me extremely well… 

"Every Sunday, we used to go to the 10 o’clock Mass, the children’s Mass, and the Brothers would translate the prayers and readings for us from Latin to English, so that we could understand and follow along."

"Those Marist Brothers,” Mr. Martin added, “dedicated themselves to their mission seven days a week. They lived in community, and their life was far from easy. They were also deeply dedicated to helping the poor in Glasgow.”
23 Brothers Conclude Course in Rome

french-speaking third age group

23 French-speaking Brothers - 10 from Canada, 8 from France, 3 from Belgium, and 1 each from Greece and Brazil – have just concluded their Third Age session at the General House. Right from the beginning there was an excellent rapport within the group. The Brothers began their spiritual renewal course with a hefty dose of Marist spirit at the heart of the Institute, the Hermitage. The program included visits to pray at the Holy Shroud in Turin, at the shrine of the Virgin Mary in Loretto, and in Assisi, Subiaco, and Monte Cassino. Participants were especially blessed to be in Rome during this year of the Great Jubilee, presided over by a Pope who though elderly remains bold and courageous in proclaiming Christ our Lord. Feeling at home for two months among the Brothers at the General House, the group enjoyed the use of the Superiors’ chapel for its times of community prayer, beneath the smile of our Good Mother. The metro provided ready access to the splendors of Rome. Accompanying the Brothers on their spiritual journey were the very able Father François Drouilly, SM, Br. Giovanni Bigotto, and above all, Br. Edouard Blondeel, an experienced mentor in the spiritual life. Everything was grace, for the greater glory of God.

Congress on Children Held in Rome 
PEDOPHILIA called a “CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY”
The Holy See is asking that the sexual abuse of children and every kind of violence committed against them be prosecuted as “crimes against humanity.”

This proposal is contained in a document summing up the conclusions of a World Congress that focused on “Sons and Daughters, Springtime of the Family and Society.” The gathering took place in Rome October 11-13, as part of preparations for the Jubilee of Families.

The text provides a compelling panoramic view of the situation that countless children are facing today, and of the psychological suffering being inflicted on them by individuals in contemporary society.

Inter-provincial Noviate in Spain

current SITUAtion

Four first-year Novices (two from Castille, one from Catalunya, and one from the Hermitage) began their canonical year of Novitiate on November 11th in the plain and simple surroundings of Barrio de la Plata, on the outskirts of Seville, Spain. This Novitiate is administered jointly by the seven Provinces in Spain, and is open to receive Novices from other Provinces that would like to make use of its program. There are five second-year Novices – two from Betica and one each from Madrid, Lebanon, and Italy. Three formators are accompanying these young men. Formation courses in the Novitiate itself are complemented by an Inter-Novitiate program that brings together 36 men and women Novices from ten different Congregations. Most of these Novices are young women. All do some apostolic work at the neighborhood parish, serving as teachers aides and tutors for students having difficulties, and at the Brothers’ high school in Seville, helping with Christian Life groups.

Tribute at the General House 

gratitude expressed to the sculptor Jiménez Deredia

During a paraliturgy in the main chapel at the General House on November 24th, Br. Benito presented a certificate in the form of a large scroll to the sculptor Jiménez Deredia, creator of the statue of St. Marcellin that was recently dedicated by the Pope at the Vatican. With Brothers present from the three General House communities, Br. Benito praised the artistic merits and the meaning of the statue, as well as the generosity and dedication of Jiménez Deredia in making it a reality. After the ceremony, everyone enjoyed a delicious dinner in the Casa Per Ferie.

Information concerning Mr. Jiménez Deredia and his work may be obtained at: www.studiograssi.it/scultura   

Union of Superiors General  

new President elected
On November 25th in Arricia, near Rome, Father Augustine Gardin, Minister General of the Conventual Franciscans, was elected President of the Union of Superiors General (USG). In his first address to the Assembly, he invited all men and women religious to be faithful to the Gospel with joy and openness, to express their heartfelt feelings with clarity and frankness, especially when it comes to what they discover in the Gospel – not overlooking real problems, expressing their yearnings in a spirit of openness and freedom, and recognizing their limitations and infidelities.

The central theme of the session was globalization in its many forms. 
BROTHERS WHO DIED, SEPTEMBER 12, 2000 – NOVEMBER 22, 2000

From information provided by The Registry and Statistics Service of the General Secretariat
	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	IN RELIGION
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DATE

	Muniain Elizondo
	Jesús
	Justo Luis
	89
	Castille
	26-09-2000

	Fahey
	Francis Frederick
	Celsus Frederick
	61
	Sydney
	27-09-2000

	Cote
	Roger N.
	Martin Thomas
	69
	Esopus
	27-09-2000

	Spada
	Mariano
	Ademar Aleixo
	70
	Sta Maria, Brazil
	01-10-2000

	Quiros Quiros
	José Celestino
	Samuel Anselmo
	69
	Colombia
	04-10-2000

	Hooghe
	Pierre
	Pierre Albert
	73
	West-Cent. Europe 
	21-10-2000

	Ruiz 
	Henry
	Mario Germán
	90
	Esopus
	22-10-2000

	Moretti
	Maurício
	Conrado Antônio
	76
	São Paulo
	30-10-2000

	Santolamazza
	Angelo
	Renato
	91
	Río de la Plata
	06-11-2000

	Bosmans
	Mathieu Maurice
	Silvianus
	79
	West Cent. Europe
	07-11-2000

	Saiz Moradillo
	José Luis
	Mauricio José
	60
	Castille
	15-11-2000

	Gohier
	Jean
	Jean Justien
	81
	Iberville
	16-11-2000

	Maestro
	Pietro
	Giorgio
	88
	Italy
	22-11-2000


_______________________


[image: image2.png]