	[image: image20.png]



	UPDATE
	Number 78
	Rome, June 1,  2001
	Page  4



	[image: image21.jpg]L4 INEPRBSIGRY
19561959





	UPDATE
	78

	
	Piazzale Champagnat 2  -  C.P. 10250  -  00144  Rome      www.fms.it

Tel.(39) 06 545 171 - Fax (39) 06 545 17 217 – Email: publica@fms.it
	June 1, 2001


preparatory commission of the GENERAL chapter
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1. Fourth meeting of the Commission

The Commission met from April 23rd to May 3rd, 2001. Prior to that, Brothers Seán, Juan Miguel, José, and Jean met from April 4th to the 8th to compile results from the Second Survey.

The Commission’s work and decisions at this session can be summarized as follows:

1) General information was presented concerning work done at the previous session, and various messages received since that time were read.

2) A study was made of the results of the Second Survey; also, a report on its findings.

3) A preview was given of the general plan for the Chapter’s development. The Commission’s proposal has been sent to each delegate, with a letter of explanation and a brief summary of the “see, judge, act” method of discernment.

4) The dates when lay people will be present were revised (September 15th to the 25th).

5) There was a review of material needs for the Chapter (tidying up the Chapter Hall, furnishing it, lining up meeting places for groups, preliminary planning for accommodations…).

6) The Rules that will be proposed to the Chapter were given final approval.

7) Work done by the Commission was reviewed, and recommendations made for future Preparatory Commissions.

2. Report on the Second Survey

Provinces, Districts and Sectors should be receiving a booklet containing the results of the Second Survey around the middle of June. This information is intended for the brothers and the lay people who work with us, including members of the Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family. To avoid delays, we are mailing it directly from Rome to as many places as possible. We have e-mailed the distribution list that we have used to Provincials and District Superiors, so that they can avoid sending out duplicate copies.

3. Photos of the Chapter delegates

You will find these in the album at: 

www.community.webshots.com/user/champagnat

XX GENERAL CHAPTER

1. Committee for the Verification of the Election of Delegates 

In accordance with Article 26 of the General Chapter Statutes and Rules of Procedure, Brothers Claudino Falchetto (Councilor General), Michael Hill (Sydney), Antonio Martínez (Spain North), and Lawrence Ndawala (Southern Africa) have been named to this Committee.

	[image: image3.jpg]



	[image: image4.jpg]



	[image: image5.jpg]



	[image: image6.jpg]





It is this Committee’s responsibility to study the procedures that were used to elect Chapter delegates in each Province and District, and to verify the validity of each election.

It will convene in Rome beginning on Saturday, September 1, 2001 at 9:30 a.m. at the General House in Rome. After concluding its work, it will prepare a report for the Chapter. 

2. Provisional Committee 

In accordance with Article 27 of the General Chapter Statutes and Rules of Procedure, the General Council has appointed the following eight Brothers to be members of the Provisional Committee. In alphabetical order, they are: Sunanda Alwis (Sri Lanka), Juan Miguel Anaya (Betica), Maurice Berquet (Beaucamps - St Genis), Eugène Kabanguka (Rwanda), Eduardo Navarro (Western Mexico), Antonio Ramalho (Brazil North), Peter Rodney (Sydney), and Seán Sammon (Vicar General). 
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This Committee chooses a president and secretary from within its ranks. It is responsible for establishing the program for the first few days of the Chapter and fulfills this task until the election of the Central Commission.  

It starts its work on Tuesday August 28, 2001 at 9:30 a.m. at the General House in Rome.  

International Formation Commission

Meeting at Sainte-Foy lès Lyon
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The seventh annual meeting of the International Formation Commission took place at Sainte-Foy lès Lyon, France from May 13th to the 20th. The main topics were: references to formation contained in the “Report of the Superior General and his Council to the XX General Chapter”; the process of personal and community growth at different stages of formation; and an evaluation and revision of the document “Perseverance and Fidelity,” a study on our loss of perpetually professed Brothers since 1967. In the photo above, standing, left to right: Brs. Christian Mbam, Gaston Robert, Donald Bisson, Roberto Clark, Luis García Sobrado, and Wency Calimpon: front row: Sebastião A. Ferrarini, Xavier Barceló, Tony Clark, and Afonso Levis.

For speakers of Spanish and Portuguese

Third age course in rome
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22 elderly brothers from 13 Marist Provinces in eight countries are taking part in this two-month course for ongoing formation. The course began on April 19th at the Hermitage, and has continued at the General House in Rome. In addition to following their course, these brothers have had an opportunity to live in daily contact with the other communities residing here. Conversations, prayer, celebrations, outings, moments of relaxation... it all helps to fine-tune responses to God’s calls today, especially during this Chapter year. 

The median age of the group is 72.7 years. There is a great sense of fraternal harmony and understanding in the group. Brs. José Maria Ferre and Amabile Gentile are coordinating the course, which will conclude on June 19th. 

Union of Superiors General

New board members

Br. Alvaro Rodríguez, a De La Salle Brother, was elected President of this organization last February. The new Vice President is Father Peter Hans Kolvenbach, Superior General of the Jesuits – the Union’s Assembly elected him on May 25th. Father Josep Maria Balcells, Superior General of the Scolopians, was elected to the Executive Board. Elections took place as the Assembly was looking more deeply into the contribution of consecrated life in relation to the next synod of Bishops. That gathering will be dedicated to the theme “The Bishop, servant of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for bringing hope to the world.”

Pope visits Syria

Joy of the Brothers and youth
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As covered in depth by the media, the Pope was in Syria from May 5th to the 8th. We have received lots of news from the Brothers there, highlighting the moment of grace that John Paul’s presence brought to the Church and young people in that country, as well as to all those leading efforts to further the cause of ecumenical and inter-religious dialog in the region.

250 million child laborers 

dramatic situation  

It’s almost always true: the poorer a country is, the more child labor thrives. Child labor is a worldwide phenomenon, but it abounds in Third World countries, where working conditions are at their worst. The latest data from UNICEF shows that, worldwide, up to 250,000,000 children below the age of 14 are being forced to work, most of them in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

Many countries plagued by this seemingly intractable problem have drawn up Agreement 182, concerning the Worst Forms of Child Labor. A large majority of the 174 members of the International Labor Organization (ILO) have ratified this convention. NGO’s, private organizations and governments all agree on the need to provide schooling for these child laborers before it’s too late.

Marist presence

Br. Benito visits Romania
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Br. Benito during his visit to the Marist community in Bucharest, Romania at Easter time.

Stories of yesterday for today

religious repression 1936-1939

The Vice Postulator’s Office of the Marist Brothers in Spain has just published a book entitled Religious Repression, 1936-1939. The Marist Brothers in Málaga.” The author is Antonio Clavero, currently President of the Spanish Federation of Marist Alumni.

Coming soon

from marist Publications

Within the next few weeks, the following publications will be arriving in Provinces, Districts, and Sectors: Marist Echo, 36, and FMS Message, 30, with an insert “To live as Mary did”. Also, Results of the Second Survey for the General Chapter. Concerning individual copies of the insert, on the last page there is a blank space so you can place an address label for the Marist Administrative Unit or the individual who is sending it out by post.

_________________________________

Province of Southern Africa

General Councilors visit

The Province of Southern Africa was created in April 1999. Now, two years on, it has received its first visit from a total of six General Councilors. Brothers Seán and Marcelino visited Malawi and Zambia. Henri and Jeff visited South Africa and Zimbabwe. Pedro and Claudino went to Mozambique and Angola. Those two countries are in the process of joining up with the new Province.

The visit ended in Harare, the capital of Zimbabwe, with a meeting of the Provincial Council to evaluate the current situation. There was confirmation of the significant progress being made by this very complex and far-flung Administrative Unit of the Institute. Once more, Machado’s affirmation holds true: “Traveler, there is no trail – you blaze your own trail by traveling!” The Province of Southern Africa is now well on its way!
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Basic data* about countries included in the Province of Southern Africa
	COUNTRY
	POPULATION**
	ÁREA***
	IHD****
	IHD Ranking 

	Angola
	12.1
	1 247 000
	0.405
	160

	Malawi
	10.3
	118 000
	0.385
	163

	Mozambique
	18.9
	802 000
	0.341
	168

	South Africa
	39.4
	1 221 000
	0.697
	103

	Zambia
	8.8
	743 000
	0.420
	153

	Zimbabwe
	11.4
	391 000
	0.555
	130

	Totals
	100.9
	4 522 000
	
	


* 
The ACP-EU — Special edition, September 2000

** 
In millions

*** 
In square kilometers


**** 
Index of Human Development, from the UN (Life expectancy, educational level, standard of living, second or per capita).
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________
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