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XX GENERAL CHAPTER

LETTER FROM THE CAPITULANTS

Rome, 4 October 2001.

Dear Brothers and friends of the Marist Family

We write to you once again knowing of your continuing interest and prayer for the Chapter. Here in Rome, we are living through the 20th General Chapter as a time of grace, a true kairos, a moment of challenge and opportunity, calling us to revitalize our lives as consecrated Marists.

In the last few days, several events have been highlights of the Chapter – an open forum on government and restructuring, a memorial Mass in honour of our Marist martyrs, and the debate on the method of electing the Superior General and his Vicar. On the whole, however, our work has been concentrated on working in Commissions responsible for finding specific ways of responding to the five calls discerned by the Chapter in its first phase, that of SEEING and JUDGING.

In this time of ACTING, we continue our discussions in the same spirit of discernment as before, - namely, of continually seeking the will of God in everything that we do and in all that still needs to be done. We are spurred on by the same challenges as at the beginning of the Chapter. Our overriding concern is to guarantee the vitality of the Institute in the next eight years. This is the goal that lights up our minds and touches our hearts. 

Little by little, the five Commissions are developing the appeals proposed by the Chapter assembly, pointing out our motivations, signs of life, aims, and lines of action that are both necessary and feasible to reach the goals we long for. The work of the Commissions is already being forwarded bit by bit to an Editorial Commission charged with composing the final Message of the Chapter. This Commission is already functioning: Brothers Afonso Murad, Jean Ronzon, Fergus Garrett,  and Eduardo Navarro.

Wednesday, October 3rd was a very special moment in the Chapter, a day of waiting, and a day of hope, when Brother Seán Sammon was elected our Superior General and Brother Luís Garcia Sobrado our Vicar General. It became a time of celebration for all the Marist family united here. The element of waiting arose during the previous days when we discussed the process for the elections, as well as respectfully and discretely sharing ideas on possible candidates. Our hopes are founded on the belief that these two men will be both Brothers and shepherds for us as we walk along the way of revitalization in the next eight years. We lived this day in a climate of prayer and joy. 

The process decided by the Assembly required each capitulant to submit names of two possible candidates, from which a list of six names was drawn up. Before the voting itself took place, the election rules were formally proclaimed to the assembly. After singing the Salve Regina, the capitulants were invited to deposit their votes in an urn placed at the foot of a relic of Saint Marcellin Champagnat.

The day was solemnly closed with a Eucharist celebration of thanksgiving for the election of the two Brothers. With great kindness and sensitivity, Brother Seán Sammon thanked Brother Benito for what he had done during his mandate: 

“At the end of this election day, we all have reasons to be grateful. In the first place, to Brother Benito, who led the Institute so well, without thinking of himself in the past eight years. For me, he was a wise mentor and a sure guide. I will always recall with deep gratitude the time we spent together.”

No sooner had he spoken these well-chosen words than the entire congregation confirmed the sentiments of Brother Seán with an enthusiastic and sustained round of applause expressing gratitude and love for Brother Benito. Our very sincere thanks to Brother Benito who carried out his pastoral mission with daring, conviction and devotedness, and, in so doing, urged the lnstitute to reclaim its roots. Finally, Brother Seán pointed out the importance of the life and work he had shared with the outgoing General Council, thanking them for their contribution also.

To Brothers Seán Sammon and Luís Sobrado who are enthusiastically and confidently taking on the mission of giving impulse to Marist Consecrated Life by coordinating and animating the Brothers in ways that will bring new life, we extend our best wishes for their undertaking. Some thoughts from Brother Seán for reflection:

“Let us promise to work with great commitment. Let us not forget that we are carrying out God’s work. Mary, our Good Mother and Ordinary Resource, keep watch over us. It is a blessing to live at this time in history and in the history of our Institute. Marcellin received the grace of founding the Institute, and today we are being graced to give it new life.”
Let us pray that we may be firm, calm, bold, and faithful to the mission confided to us. May Father Champagnat, with the heart of a father and shepherd, strengthen us along the way that we are about to begin. 

You may count on our support and our prayer.

The Communication Commission of the General Chapter:

Brothers Réal Cloutier, Demetrio Espinosa, Ataide José and John McDonn

BIOGRAPHY 

OF BROTHER SEÁN SAMMON

Brother Seán was born on November 26, 1947 in Manhattan (New York, USA). His Irish father and English mother both had migrated to the United States. He studied at St. Agnes High School and afterwards at the juniorate in Esopus. He made his novitiate in Tyngsboro, Massachusetts and pronounced his first vows in 1967. He graduated from Marist College in Poughkeepsie N.Y. in 1970. He taught at St. Agnes H.S. in N.Y., while pursuing studies at the New School for Social Research where he earned a Master’s degree in 1973. He received a doctorate in clinical psychology from Fordham University in 1982. In 1978 he had been invited to be a member of the staff at the House of Affirmation in Massachusetts and in 1982 was named its International Clinical Director, a position he held until 1987. He has published ten books and a great number of articles and audiotapes on topics of psychology and religious life. In 1987 he was named provincial of the Poughkeepsie Province. During his term, he was elected president of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men Religious of the United States. Since 1993 he has been Vicar General of the Marist Brothers. On October 3, 2001 he was elected Superior General.


BIOGRAPHY 

OF BROTHER LUIS GARCÍA SOBRADO

Luis was born in La Coruña (Spain) on August 25, 1945 — he being the youngest of twelve children. His Christian and Galician roots gave him a desire to cross the seas and seek new horizons in service of the Gospel. He received his education in the Marist Brothers’ school in La Coruña, and it was there that his religious vocation was awakened. He professed his first vows in 1961 as a Brother of the Province of Castilla. Having completed the novitiate and scholasticate in Miraflores, he taught in Salamanca and Miraflores. He followed courses at Jesus Magister in Rome. From there he went to Africa (Zimbabwe and Zambia), a continent which had always captured his imagination. Later he obtained a licentiate in Biblical Theology from the Gregorian University in Rome. In 1980 he returned to Zambia to work in formation. From 1986 to 1993 he was the driving force behind the Marist International Centre in Nairobi, of which he was the founder. In 1993 he was elected a councilor general. In July 1999 he became a member of the new province of Southern Africa. This afternoon,  October 3rd, he was elected Vicar General.
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