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Agenda of the General Council

planning ahead

Once the Chapter came to an end, the General Council met for a week to get organized and do some preliminary  planning. 

Plenary sessions will begin on March 15, 2002. By that time, several monthly Council meetings will have taken place, ones in which the required quorum of members will be present.
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Most of the Councilors will spend several weeks learning and/or practicing Spanish or English. Seán will be studying in Cochabamba, Bolivia; Maurice Berquet and Emili Turú in New York; Antonio Ramalho in Cape Town, South Africa; Théoneste Kalisa in Salamanca, Spain; and Peter Rodney in Mexico City. 

Br. Gabriele passes on the torch

Br. GIoVANNI BIGOTTO NEW POSTULATOR GENERAL

Recently Br. Gabriele Andreucci delivered to the Congregation for the Causes of the Saints the positio for 68 Marist Brothers martyred during the Civil War in Spain (1936-1939). The group includes Brothers Crisanto, Aquilino, Cipriano, and Guzmán.

Having done this, Br. Gabriele completed his work as Postulator General. We thank him for his constant and exemplary dedication, which reached its peak with Marcellin’s canonization. 

Br. Giovanni Bigotto is our new Postulator General.

With the Chapter over

changes at the general house
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Br. Roque Salet of the Province of Santa María, Brazil is about to become Director of the General Administration community, replacing Br. José Contreras of the Province of Western Mexico.

Br. Wenceslao Calimpon, Province of the Philippines, has been appointed Director of the International College community, succeeding Br. Antonio Ramalho, Province of Brazil Norte, newly elected member of the General Council.

Brother Roberto Clark of the Province of Central America has been appointed personal secretary to Brother Superior General and Assistant Director for the community of the International College, replacing Brother Emeterio Pérez of the Province of Rio de la Plata/Uruguay

After years of dedicated work, Brothers Emeterio Pérez, Afonso Levis, secretary for the Formation Commission, of the Province São Paulo and Fernand Dostie of the Province of Southern Africa, who had served as personal secretary to Br. Seán when he was Vicar General, have returned to their home Provinces. At a recent dinner, Br. Seán thanked these two very dedicated men and praised them for their religious and apostolic spirit. 

Manziana

New team takes the reins

Brothers Desmond Howard from the Province of Melbourne, Sunanda Alwis, Province of Sri Lanka, and George Fontana, Poughkeepsie make up the new team of directors for our renewal center in Manziana. They will be replacing Brothers Tony Shears from the Sydney Province, John McDonnell, the Esopus Province, and Nello Facci, Melbourne. A big thank you to the members of the outgoing team and a hearty welcome to those on the incoming team.

Special Mass celebrated 

BROTHER sEAN’S BIRTHDAY

On November 26th we celebrated Br. Seán’s birthday. All the brothers at the General House attended a Mass of Thanksgiving for Seán’s life and work. His talk about the role of his father and mother in the origins and development of his Marist vocation was a highlight of the occasion. 

The 20th General Chapter

PUBLICAtions office in action

( CD-ROM
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Multilingual edition: Contains texts (more than 80 documents), photos (more than 2300), and graphics. It was mailed to all Provinces and Districts in mid-November.

( Message of the Chapter: Two editions have been prepared: an illustrated one and one in booklet form. Provinces are receiving order forms for these.  About to go to press.

( Video: During January, we hope to finish producing a video on the Chapter and send it to the Provinces.

( Acts of the Chapter: This is a publication containing the official documents of the Chapter. It’s a work in progress. Plans are to send it out in January.

( FMS Marist Echo, Number 38: This should arrive around the end of December/beginning of January.

( FMS Marist Message: We plan on having this arrive in the Provinces at the end of January/beginning of February.

www.champagnat.org
SIGN UP FAMILIES AND FRIENDS

The General Chapter having ended, since December 1st our web site has been undergoing a transition phase leading to a new official site of the Marist Institute, coming on line next September 1st, in accordance with plans being looked at by the General Council.

For the time being, our daily notes and a new Marist Bulletin will launch this revised site. Little by little, new sections will be added.

There are now more than 1750 subscribers. Given this great beginning, we want to substantially increase the number of those receiving the new Bulletin. To accomplish this, you can help by giving a subscription to people interested in our Marist life and mission. It’s free. All you have to do is enter our web page and carefully fill in the subscription form with the necessary information.
International Multimedia Awards 2001
AWARDS IN RELIGIOUS 

COMMUNICATIONS

For the third consecutive year, the work of Marist Publications has been honored by Multimedia International. MMI is an association of religious congregations and similar organizations in Rome dedicated to using the media more effectively in the Church’s mission to evangelize. At a ceremony on December 12th, we received awards for our Chapter web site, and for the audiovisual presentation shown during the reunion of the four Marist Congregations on September 12th. This presentation is included in the CD-ROM of the 20th General Chapter.
Latest UN Report

the world’s population 

A few facts and figures from the UN Report published on November 7th: a) at the present time there are six billion one hundred million people in the world, four billion four hundred million of them living in developing counries; b) more than a billion individuals are surviving on less than a dollar a day and have no safe drinking water; c) 20% of the world’s population, huddled together in the wealthiest countries, consumes 86% of the planet’s available resources; d) eight hundred million people are chronically malnourished; e) every year polluted water supplies claim twelve million lives, and air pollution almost three million more.

The facts are alarming. And the tragic tone underlying the Report would seem to justify some form of family planning since other solutions that have been put forward do not go to the heart of the problem. The Population Division in the Department of Social and Economic Affairs, another UN body, has recently published a report entitled “Population, the Environment, and Development,” and its conclusions are a bit more optimistic.
Numbers 80 to 98 of FMS UPDATE were devoted almost exclusively to coverage of the General Chapter. Some other news was passed on immediately in our special Chapter Bulletins, but some was set aside for lack of space. Here is a series of items that have crossed the editor’s desk in recent weeks. 

M.A.S and Refounding Marist Community  
ASSEMBLY OF THE SPANISH-PORTUGUESE M.A.S. NETWORK

From August 6-12 at "Llar Marista Champagnat" in Sant Andreu de Llavaneres, Barcelona, in the Marist Province of Catalunya,  the 5th Meeting of the Spanish-Portuguese Marist Apostolic Spirituality Network took place with 30 brothers from Spain and Portugal in attendence. Three brothers from Italy and one from Belgium also participated. 

Using the SEE-JUDGE-ACT method, they focused on the theme M.A.S. and Refounding Marist Community, with the Report of the Superior General and his Council to the 20th General Chapter as a starting point. 

Brothers Mariano Varona (Chile) y Ramón Benseny (Catalunya) coordinated the gathering. The group elected Brother Fernando Hinojal from Bética as its new leader.

Challenging World of Communications

marist Communications personnel meet IN BRAZIL

The 1st Meeting for Marist Communications Personnel was held in Porto Alegre’s Rosario Marist High School on July 11th  and 12th.  50 participants assembled from different Marist ministries and schools in the Provinces of Santa Maria and Porto Alegre. Their aim was to promote closer ties among people in Marist apostolates working in communications.

A Marist Alumnus

NEW MASTER GENERAL OF THE DOMINICAN ORDER

Carlos Azpiroz Costa, 44, a native of Buenos Aires, Argentina, is the new Master General of the Dominicans. He did his high school studies at the Marist Brothers’ Colegio Champagnat in Buenos Aires, and was ordained a priest by Cardinal Eduardo Pironio in 1987. He has a law degree from Argentina’s Catholic University and a doctorate in Canon Law from the Angelicum University (The Pontifical University of St. Thomas) in Rome.
Brother Claudio Santanbrogio

Art restoration

Following up on a request of the Marist Brothers Patrimony Commission, Brother Claudio Santanbrogio of the community at Cesano Maderno, Italy, has just completed restoration work on four art treasures at the heart of our inheritance: the statue of our Good Mother (in the Chapel of the General Council in Rome); two paintings – one in the Chapel at the General House and the other in Father Champagnat’s room; and the picture Brother François’ mother gave to the parish in La Valla in thanksgiving for a favor received. Our congratulations to Brother Claudio for his great work as an artist and restorer.

Our Marist Heritage

new PUBLICAtions 

In July we sent every Province a copy of two publications concerning studies carried out by Brother Gabriel Michel: “Pour mieux connaitre Marcellin Champagnat" (Getting to Know Marcellin Better) and "Champagnat au jour le jour" (Champagnat Day to Day). Also a new edition of "Guide des écoles" (School Guide), dated 1853, together with the Acts of the 2nd General Chapter, during which this text was examined and voted on.

At  Valpré, Lyon, France

2nd EUROPEan conference of marist educators

July 15th to 20th, 460 brothers and lay people took part in the 2nd European Conference of Marist Educators in Valpré, Lyon, France. The event brought together representatives from every Marist Province in Europe. There were three main objectives: to study and discuss the education document In the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat, to unify and strengthen ties between Marist schools within the Euopean Union, and to renew and promote Marist education capitalizing on the momentum provided by the canonization of Marcellin Champagnat.

Archbishop Giuseppe Pittau, SJ

Doctor honoris causa at marist university in BRASIL
On June 29th the Pontifical Catholic University of Río Grande do Sul (Province of Porto Alegre, Brazil) bestowed the degree Doctor Honoris Causa on Jesuit Archbishop Giuseppe Pittau, Secretary of the Congregation for Catholic Education. 

His commencement address was on Four Icons of the Christian Faith: Creation, The Exodus, The Cross and Resurrection.

In brief

( The Province of West Central Europe has decided to unite Germany and Kenya into a single Sector, and has asked Brother Manfred Gschrey to be in charge of this new venture.

( Brother Eduardo Ramírez of the District of Korea has been made an Honorary Citizen of Seoul in a municipal ceremony recognizing his outstanding contributions to the cultural life of that city.

brothers who died between july 8 and december 9, 2001

From Province information sent to the Registry and Statistics Service of the General Secretariat 

	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	IN RELIGION
	DATE
	AGEEDAD
	PROVINCE

	Saez San Miguel
	Geraldo
	Esteban
	July 8
	90
	Rio De Janeiro

	Echeverri Murillo
	Miguel Ángel
	Miguel Ramón
	15
	64
	Catalunya

	García González
	Benjamin “Garfield”
	Fabio Vicente
	19
	81
	Southern Africa

	François
	Jean-Marie
	Jean Félix
	30
	62
	D. R. of the Congo

	Pradella
	Albino
	Olavo José
	30
	80
	Santa Maria, Brazil

	Cermelj Baic
	Vladimiro
	Damaso Corrado
	August 5
	72
	Peru

	Meresinihinua
	Isaac Edwin
	Edwin Peter
	7
	69
	Sydney

	Castañon Hernández
	Francisco
	Javier Benigno
	8
	75
	León

	Venables
	William
	
	9
	88
	Melbourne

	Magand
	Gabriel-Marie
	Didier
	10
	91
	MCO/N.D. L'Hermitage

	Perret
	Joseph-Louis
	Joseph Régis
	10
	72
	MCO/N.D. L'Hermitage

	Vadillo Robredo
	Cándido
	Cirilo
	13
	94
	Bética

	Martim
	Ireneu
	Jorge Cristiano
	15
	71
	São Paulo

	Rodríguez Pastrana
	Crescencio
	Jorge Arturo
	17
	75
	Ecuador

	Mc Kiernan
	Thomas
	Columba John
	28
	85
	New Zealand

	Jacquat
	Clément
	Louis Valéry
	29
	88
	MCO/N.D. L'Hermitage

	Pandolfo
	Hermes João
	Hermes
	Sept 5
	83
	Porto Alegre

	Bernardi Forcellini
	Eugenio
	Andrés Michaelis
	5
	85
	Peru

	Poirier
	Laurent
	Lawrence Joseph
	6
	94
	Poughkeepsie

	Sarraillé
	Pierre
	Louis Césaire
	10
	73
	MCO/N.D. L'Hermitage

	Rodolfi
	Luiz Attilio
	Luiz Berchmans
	15
	83
	Porto Alegre

	Luna González
	Luis
	Luis Ramón
	16
	92
	Western Mexico

	Orjikwe
	Oliver Chukwuma
	
	21
	47
	Nigeria

	Borne
	Raymond
	Jules Laurent
	25
	78
	MCO/N.D. L'Hermitage

	Vincent
	Maurice
	
	October 2
	59
	Beaucamps/Saint-Genis

	Noll
	Alfred
	Gérard Alfred
	7
	67
	Beaucamps/Saint-Genis

	Droguett Miranda
	Rodolfo
	Rodolfo Vicente
	7
	82
	Chile

	Bentley
	Sydney
	Felix Therese
	9
	71
	New Zealand

	Buitrago Aguirre
	Gonzalo
	Agustín Carlos
	11
	78
	Colombia

	Marc (Saballail)
	Paul
	Paul Marc
	13
	97
	MCO/N.D. L'Hermitage

	Mocellin
	Marius
	Marius Anselme
	14
	78
	Beaucamps/Saint-Genis

	Marotzki
	Edgar
	Joaquím André
	October 18
	81
	Porto Alegre

	Laramée
	Aurèle
	Aurèle Eugène
	21
	74
	Iberville

	Moors
	Alphonse
	Alphonse Michael
	26
	83
	West Central Europe

	Leone
	Carlos
	Fortunato Cruz
	Nov 10
	84
	São Paulo

	Martínez Erazo
	Gerardo María
	Guido María
	13
	64
	Colombia

	Krenz Kloster
	Victorio
	Víctor Alfredo
	16
	63
	Rio de La Plata

	Ronzon
	Joseph
	Jean Stanislas
	Dec 3
	83
	Beaucamps/Saint-Genis

	Sargolini
	Rinaldo
	Domenico Bruno
	8
	73
	Bética/Lebanon-Syria

	Robla González
	Urbano
	Urbano Léon
	8
	93
	Castilla

	Sanial
	Marius Régis
	Chanel Joseph
	9
	100
	Brazil Norte
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