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Meeting in Rome at the General House
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR MARIST APOSTOLIC SPIRITUALITY 
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	Front row, left to right: Brs. Peter Rodney, Lawrence Ndawala, Graham Neist, Maurice Goutagny, Luis García Sobrado, Sr. Vivienne Goldstein SM, Brs. Bernard Beaudin, Nicholas Fernando, Spiridion Ndanga, Ms. Agnes Reyes, and Ms. Bernice Reintjens. Second row: Brs. Benito Arbués, Vanderlei Soela, and Miguel Ángel Santos.


February 12–16, the inaugural meeting of the International Marist Apostolic Spirituality Commission (MAS) was held at the General House. A truly international gathering, its members came from a rich variety of cultures and experiences, both as Religious and Lay Marists. The members of the Commission are Ms. Agnes Reyes (Philippines), Ms. Bernice Reintjens (Netherlands), Sr. Vivienne Goldstein (General Councilor of the Marist Sisters, from Australia), and Brs. Maurice Goutagny (France), Benito Arbués (Spain), Bernard Beaudin (Canada), Vanderlei Soela (Brazil), Miguel Ángel Santos (Mexico), Spiridion Ndanga (Rwanda), Lawrence Ndawala (Malawi), Nicholas Fernando (Sri Lanka), Graham Neist (Australia), and two members of the General Council, Luis García Sobrado (Spain) and Peter Rodney (Australia).

In his words of welcome, Brother Sean pointed out the significance of the Commission’s mandate for the Institute: the implementation of §48.1 in the Acts of the 20th General Chapter. There are two elements in this mandate: processes to deepen the understanding and living of Marist Apostolic Spirituality across the Institute, and the production of a reference text to assist these processes.

In four and half days of intensive work, the Commission made considerable progress in building a spirit of community, developing a shared understanding of MAS, shaping processes of animation and consultation; and refining a draft outline of the document.  The Commission’s task was greatly assisted by the work of the Think Tank that met in Rome last June.

January 7-February 5 

PLENARY SESSION OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL
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The General Council held its initial plenary session of 2004 from January 7-February 5. During this time they completed their agenda, and their main decisions will be published soon.

Informative brochure

BROTHER HENRI VERGÈS

The Postulator’s Office has published a 16-page booklet in English, French, Portuguese and Spanish about Brother Henri Vergès (1930-1994). Henri witnessed to Christ’s love for the youth of Algeria for 25 years.
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In addition to biographical information, the booklet contains texts written by or about Henri.
En Samambaia, Federal District, Brazil

STATUE OF BROTHER FRANÇOIS
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Brother François Rivat School in Samambaia, in the Federal District of Brazil, has erected a statue dedicated to the school’s patron. The school takes care of more than 300 children from impoverished families.

NEWS IN BRIEF
- Brother Seán Sammon, our Superior General, was in Madrid recently to sign legal documents formally recognizing the restructured Marist Provinces in Spain. For this reason, on January 22nd he visited the headquarters of SED (Solidarity, Education, and Development), an NGO with ties to the Marist Brothers. 

- Archbishop Fran Rodé of Lublin, Poland, and a member of the Lazarists, has been named Prefect of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life. He succeeds Cardinal Martínez Somalo. 

- New Marist Community in Sucumbíos. Plans are being drawn up to build an intercultural secondary school with a bilingual program of studies in Sucumbíos, Ecuador. The Marist Brothers will be directly involved in this project. The Vicariate of Sucumbíos will own the school and land. 
- The 20th Inter-American Congress of Catholic Education took place January 8-13, 2004 in Santiago, Chile. Its main theme was  "Revisiting the family – the family in the third millennium." More than a thousand people participated, coming from every country in the Americas.
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- The Association for the Study of Holy Week, headquartered in Zaragoza, Spain has bestowed its “VIII Tercerol Award” for 2003 to the Congregation of the Marist Brothers for its formation programs and promotion of the observance of Holy Week, especially among young people.

- The World Day of Consecrated Life was observed on February 2nd. Pope John Paul II initiated this celebration in 1997. This year’s slogan was: “Drawn by Jesus to the cause of justice and peace.”
BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED, OCTOBER 24, 2003 TO FEBRUARY 13, 2004

According to data received by the General Secretariat’s Registry and Statistics Office 
	Last name
	First name
	Name in Religion
	Date
	Age
	Province

	Moreno Vera
	José Ernesto
	Tadeo Ernesto
	Oct 24, 2003
	84
	Western Mexico

	Boada Carazo
	Leoncio
	Santiago
	Oct 25
	80
	Mediterranean

	Fernando
	Thomas
	Aloysius Philip
	Oct 30
	93
	Sri Lanka

	Paquet
	Omer-Fernand
	Avila
	Nov 1
	87
	Canada

	Moreno Alegre
	Leopoldo
	Pablo Leopoldo
	Nov 2
	90
	Norte, Spain

	Séon
	Jean
	Cyprien Antoine
	Nov 2
	89
	The Hermitage

	Duffy
	Michael
	Quentin
	Nov 2
	88
	Sydney

	Plasse
	Jean-Pierre
	Marie Félicien
	Nov 13
	85
	The Hermitage

	Dias
	José Pereira
	
	Nov 15
	72
	South Central Brazil

	Barreales Santamarta
	Salustiano
	Odulfo Luis
	Nov 17
	96
	León, Spain

	Prados
	José Vicente
	Evaristo Vicente
	Nov 21
	79
	Rio de Janeiro

	Adroher Font
	Telmo
	Telmo Simón
	Nov 28
	87
	León, Spain

	Gómez López
	Faustino
	Juan Clemente
	Nov 30
	85
	Nor-Andean

	Porro Caminero
	Celestino
	Celestino Simón
	Nov 30
	87
	Mediterranean

	Montague
	Austin James
	Timothy Marcellin
	Dec 5
	87
	New Zealand

	Pérez Pérez
	Teodoro
	Teodoro Martín
	Dec 5
	85
	Mediterranean

	Guyot
	Charles
	
	Dec 10
	54
	The Hermitage

	Bourke
	John Francis
	Paul Innocent
	Dec 12
	93
	Melbourne

	Mc Kinney
	Laurence Edward
	Oswin Chanel
	Dec 17
	63
	Sydney

	Beaudoin
	Louis-Marie
	Louis Boniface
	Dec 17
	81
	Canada

	Cotorro Díez
	Román
	Constantino José
	Dec 25
	77
	Iberian

	Fontaine
	Leonard
	Paul Ambrose
	Dec 27
	90
	United States 

	Giftthaler
	Korbinian
	Korbinian
	Dec 27
	98
	West Central Europe

	Gavin
	Joseph
	Enda
	Dec 30
	91
	West Central Europe 

	Dalpiva
	Adelino Silvestro
	Silverio Bento
	Jan 3, 2004
	82
	South Central Brazil

	Schmitt
	Félix
	Amphiloque
	Jan 5
	90
	Mediterranean

	Aubut
	Firmin
	Firmin Marie
	Jan 7
	79
	Canada

	Garau
	Ivo
	Ivo Marcial
	Jan 8
	84
	Southern Cross

	Rebollar Campo
	Antonio
	Amancio
	Jan 10
	85
	Compostela, Spain

	Kelly
	Terence Edwin
	Celestine Terence
	Jan 15
	78
	New Zealand

	Connolly
	Kevin Joseph
	Norbert Kevin
	Jan 21
	78
	New Zealand

	Zanella
	Pedro Sartori
	Januário
	Jan 24
	91
	South Central Brazil

	Kim (Chang Soo)
	Bartolomeo
	
	Jan 26
	55
	District of Korea/Ctl Mex

	Klein
	Jean
	Paul René
	Feb 1
	84
	West Central Europe

	González Abasolo
	Alberto Pedro
	Casiano
	Feb 1
	93
	Southern Cross

	Güezmes García
	Julián
	
	Feb 2
	61
	Central America

	Santamaría Ibáñez
	Gregorio
	Valero Germán
	Feb 3
	84
	Southern Cross

	Mittermeier Seimel
	Georg
	Cornelius
	Feb 11
	96
	Sta. Maria de los Andes

	Hennessy
	Edward R.
	Thomas Edward
	Feb 13
	84
	United States
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