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	NEWS


New Provincial Council for the Province of América Central

The Province of América Central held its Provincial Chapter from the 19th to the 22nd December 2004 in the city of Guatemala. On this occasion, Brother Adolfo Cermeño started his second mandate as Provincial. Thirty-six brothers participated in this Chapter. From the 17th to the 19th December, the Provincial Chapter was preceded by a Provincial Assembly in which ninety-eight brothers and twenty-two laypeople participated.

During the next three years, the Province wishes to centre its reflection on Marist identity based on the four following points: identity as consecrated people, identity as Marists, identity in the mission and identity in Central America and Porto Rico. The Provincial Council that was elected consists of Jesús ALLENDE, Carlos VÉLEZ, Carlos GUTIÉRREZ, Hipólito PÉREZ, Marcos A. VARGAS and Alexander SALAS.
New Provincial Council for the Province of Madagascar

The Province of Madagascar held its Provincial Chapter on the 27th, 28th and 29th December at the retreat centre at Mahatamana. The participants included eighteen brothers as delegates, three laypeople, some brothers as observers and Brother Théoneste KALISA, General Councillor.

This Chapter marks the start of the second mandate as Provincial of Brother Sylvain RAMANDIMBIARISOA. The following brothers were elected as Provincial Councillors: Léonide RABEMAHASOA, Norbert RAKOTONIRINA, Paul RAMANAHIZATO, Honoré RAKOTONARIVO, Jean Baptiste RAKOTONDRALAMBO and Camille RAMAROSANDRATANA. The Chapter also worked on the priorities for the next three years: prayer, community life, on-going formation, government and apostolic life. 

New Provincial Council for the Province of Nigeria
The Province of Nigeria has also just finished its Provincial Chapter during which Brother Christian MBAM was installed as the new Provincial. The following brothers were elected as Provincial Councillors: ONWUASOANYA Christopher, OKOYE Celestine, ORUCHE Michael, IWUAGWU Andrew and MBAEGBU Ifeanyi. This Chapter was facilitated by a Seminar on the Evangelical Use of Goods that had been held previously as well as a Provincial Assembly. The four priorities nominated by the Capitulants concern vocations, spirituality and community life, mission, and the laity. 

Death of Brother Joseph Fréléchoz, former General Councillor

Brother Joseph FRÉLÉCHOZ died on Monday, 10th January at St Genis Laval. He was born on the 17th December 1909 at Courtételle, Canton of Berne in Switzerland. On the 15th September 1925, he entered the Postulancy at San Maurizio, close to Turin, where he also made his Novitiate before pronouncing his first vows on the 8th September 1927. 

His life was varied and rich with experiences. He commenced with a career as teacher at Chambéry (France) in 1927, at St Genis Laval in 1930, then at the Gerson school in Lyon in 1939. He was made Director during a long period of time: from 1940 at St Genis Laval, then at Gerson in 1947. In June 1948, he appointed Provincial of the former Province of St Genis Laval. In 1957, he was elected Assistant General, during which time he also assumed briefly the role of Secretary General. From 1960, he returned to Switzerland to provide various teaching and direction roles at Lausanne in 1960 and then in Fribourg in 1962. He finished his teaching career as Director at Lausanne in 1967 while being at the same time Secretary of Catholic Schools of the Canton of Vaud (Switzerland). 

He then retired to the community at Aigle (Switzerland) where he gave private lessons to a good number of students and teachers. He moved then to Montagny la Ville in 1996, before joining the retirement house at St Genis Laval in 1998. 

Meeting of Superiors of Mediterránea
The Province of Mediterránea organised a meeting of the Superiors of the communities of the Province, at the Provincial House from the 3rd until the 5th January. About forty brothers participated, coming from Lebanon, Syria, Italy and Spain. One of the two themes of the work was the implementation of the Plan of Discernment of the Evangelical Use of Goods. For this purpose, Brother Maurice Berquet, General Councillor responsible for the Commission, was invited to present the Plan and its history, the dynamic that it proposes and a few experiences underway in the Institute.   

Two news items from Japan
January 17, 2005 was the 10th Anniversary of the Kobe earthquake. There were a number of events held in Kobe to mark this occasion. The Papal Nuncio to Japan, Archbishop Ambrose di Paoli, as well as the Archbishop of Kobe, were present for these events. Both of them were guests of Brother Ramon Bereicua and Brother Joseph Yoshida at the Brothers' residence in Kobe. Brother Ramon acted as their "tour guide" and interpreter. Archbishop di Paoli will soon finish his term as Papal Nuncio to Japan and move to Australia in the same capacity at the end of February. Both of the Archbishops were very impressed and grateful to the Brothers for their warm hospitality.

Father Sumita, 53, was elected Provincial of the Jesuits in Japan. The Jesuits are the largest religious congregation represented in Japan numbering approximately 300. Father Sumita is a former student of the Marist Brothers and a graduate of Marist High School in Kumamoto.

The Prefect of the Congregation of Religious visits Spain
On the 19th January 2005, Archbishop Franc Rodé of the Congregation of Institutes of Consecrated life and Societies of Apostolic Life, reminded the Spanish Conference of Religious “that a certain Catholic optimism seems very good in photos” but that they must not forget “that one of the great dangers for Catholics, after the Council, is the naivety that prevents us from seeing the problems that really exist.” For this reason, he invited all to make a critical and objective analysis of the current situation, especially in relation to the diminution of the number of religious.  

He also recalled the importance of a concrete commitment in today’s world, according to the charism of each Institute, without neglecting the vertical dimension to which all founders attached a fundamental importance. Finally, he indicated three aspects that must be present in all renewal: the tension towards holiness, the quality of prayer and the intensity of community life. 

Brother Charles Howard’s Address
The e-mail address that was communicated to you in Update 160  [provadmin@fms-sydney.org.au] is incorrect. You can write to Brother Charles directly using this address: maristboyd@bigpond.com.au

	NEWS ON OUR WEB SITE


Internet
04.01.2005 - General House

2nd January 2005
And God needs to become flesh in us
[image: image1.wmf]“New year, new life”, is a popular saying that you can often hear repeated during these first few days of the year in many countries of the world. A synthesis of a long list of New Year’s resolutions could include: a new sport and exercise rhythm, a new stimulus for prayer, a new diet, new personal relationships that are more cordial and more profound, a greater effort in work, a privileged time for a better quality of life and to live more with friends, brothers and family, new rhythms for reading, acquisition of skills so as to be more expert in the use of computers and the latest model of a mobile phone…

Frequently such hopes remain only as proposals without ever being realised. The people in Mexico have an expression that explains this situation quite clearly “Me dices que me quieres, pero no me dices cuando!” - “You tell me that you care for me but you don’t say when!” 

These experiences of everyday life make us think about the importance of the present time and of human decisions. This time is a Providential experience of profound calling, internal inspirations and of simple commitments but an upsetting time for those who live only in the first person. In the biblical tradition this time is called “kairos” – the opportune time, the time of a passionate God present in the human story. But because this time truly bursts into the story of our lives, it needs to be welcomed by real people and through precise human decisions.

Today we are celebrating the 188th anniversary of the Foundation of the Institute of the Marist Brothers. Such a foundation occurred in an opportune time, a time of kairos. And this time became a reality thanks to the generous and audacious acceptance of a young priest who was 27 years old.
05.01.2005 – Brazil

[image: image2.png]Provinces of Rio Grande do Sul and Brasil Centro-Sul 
Fifteen new brothers in two provinces of Brazil
By the profession of the evangelical counsels, fifteen Brazilian novices consecrated themselves to God on the 8th December 2004 through the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. This consecration commits them to live the lifestyle of the Marist Brothers, to whom they now officially belong. 

The celebration in the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul took place in the city of Campinas, San Paulo where eight new brothers made their first profession of vows. These brothers are: Adilson José Janovski, Alvanei Aparecido Santana Finamor, Carlos César dos Santos, Cassiano Uberti, Darlan Santorum, Dayan Luiz Rottava, Marcos Serena and Vanderlei Antonio Kuhn. 

The ceremony in the Province of Rio Grande do Sul took place in the Novitiate “Marcellin Champagnat”, in Passo Fundo, where Claudinei Henrique Júnior Quadros, Douglas Jetelina, Diego Lunke, Joel Schons, João Batista Rocha, Ronaldo Boot and Vinícius Domingos Denedine made their first religious profession.

The celebrations were noted by their simplicity. All those present were involved in some symbolic actions that helped them to be united to the commitment that these young men were making to the Lord. Included among these actions were the presentation of the Constitutions by the Provincials and the presentation of rings by the respective parents. 

These fifteen young men have come together at this very important time of their lives after a period of two years called the Novitiate. They are now starting a new stage of their lives called the Scholasticate, during which they will continue their personal, religious and academic formation, specifically directed at their future Marist mission.
07.01.2005 – Tanzania

Tanzania, East Africa
A common Provincial Postulancy
Nakato Marist Postulancy has welcomed twelve young people from five African countries, who have started the process of discovering God's plan for them. This is the fourth group since the opening of this formation house around October 2001 in Mwanza Region, Tanzania, East Africa.

Brothers Rafaël Alvarez from Mexico, Clement Ndagijimana from Rwanda, and Alphonse Balombe from the Democratic Republic of Congo, have been appointed as formators to accompany these postulants.

Here are some statistics.

· 2001-2002: out of 16 postulants, 7 have made first vows and are currently continuing in formation in Nairobi.
· 2002-2003: 4 out of 16 are in the second year of the Novitiate, in Save, Rwanda.
2003-2004: 10 out of 25 are in the first year of the Novitiate (Save).
· 2004-2005: we have this year 12 postulants: 2 from Tanzania, 2 from Kenya, 1 from Central African Republic, 3 from Rwanda and 4 from the Democratic Republic of Congo.
[image: image3.png]


This common Provincial Postulancy offers young people the opportunity to experience life in common with people from various country cultures, with different personalities, experiences of prayer life, work and responsibility, study, apostolate and growth. It is our hope that the postulants living here will grow in the sense of family spirit and unity.
10.01.2005 – Brazil

Province of Brasil Centro-Norte 
Young brothers consecrated their lives
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On the 22nd, 23rd and 26th December the brothers of the Province of Brasil Centro-Norte had the happy privilege of accompanying those young brothers who, in this special year devoted to vocations, consecrated their lives to the Lord in the Institute of the Marist Brothers. 

Twenty-two brothers renewed their temporary profession while three brothers made their perpetual profession. Six novices made their first profession and about a dozen brothers celebrated their Diamond, Golden or Silver Jubilees.

The Province gives praise to God for the vocations that keep appearing among our youth from the various areas of our Marist mission in which our brothers work. We give thanks also to our Good Mother who continues to smile on us and with Father Champagnat we ask her to continue to keep us, to increase us in number and to bless us.
12.01.2005 – Algeria

Christmas in Mostaganem - Algeria
Jesus is born without any limelight
Our small Christian community in Mostaganem, composed of about a dozen sub-Saharan university students and three Marist Brothers, happily agreed to the offer from our bishop, Alphonse Georger, to come and celebrate with us on Christmas Eve.
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With Brother Alex at the forefront, the African students enthusiastically took up the task of preparing the songs for the Mass. The repertoire included songs in various native African languages, as well as songs in French, Spanish and Latin. Bishop Alphonse arrived on time, loaded with gifts.

Our humble chapel was decorated simply but beautifully. The Eucharist was well animated by the songs, symbolic offerings and the guitar sounds of Brother Chema. At the end of the Mass, we participated in the adoration of the Baby Jesus before placing him on the lap of Mary.

The students thanked Bishop Alfonso for his kindness in coming to Mostaganem on Christmas Eve and presented him with a small souvenir as a gift.

The evening concluded with a meal, shared by all in a joyful and convivial atmosphere.

On the following day, the Christian community of Mostaganem (brothers and students) went to Mascara (90 km away) to celebrate Christmas Day with the Christians from this city and from Tiaret (150 km away).

Thirty-five people were present: priests, religious and young students. The Eucharist was followed by a meal that was well prepared by the sisters at Mascara. Following this, the young people spontaneously organised a time of singing and dancing.

We returned to Mostaganem in the evening, thankful for the grace of having been able to celebrate the Birth of Jesus in the “House of Islam” with our Christian sisters and brothers.
14.01.2005 – Liberia

Marist District of West Africa
A great celebration for a final profession
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The final profession of Brother Washington Tekay took place on the 11th December. It was the first time that a Marist Brother had made his final commitment in this country; we organised everything in the best way that we could. The simple and meaningful ceremony was presided over by Father Mauro, the parish priest of the Holy Martyrs, a parish in the same compound of the school that the brothers are running. The parish choir enhanced the ceremony with its beautiful songs. Many priests and religious of the archdiocese joined us for this important event. There were also pupils, teachers, relatives and friends. A total of 400 people were present at this event.

After the Mass there was a joyful reception; everybody had his or her share of food and drink. The participants showed their joy in seeing Brother Washington as a finally professed brother. The collaboration and hard work of all the brothers made this celebration a great success. 

At 6.00 pm we went back home willing to have a rest after a full day of activities. But this was not easy; friends and relatives of Brother Tekay were singing and dancing the whole night. This is an African tradition that takes place when there are ordinations, professions, marriages or any other special celebrations. The dancing and the sound of the drums stopped only at 7.00am Sunday morning

During this important event and for a full week, we have enjoyed the presence of Brother Manuel Jorques, Provincial of the Province of Mediterránea, Brother José Antonio Ruiz, District Superior, and two other brothers of the Province who accompanied the Provincial: Jesús Valeriano and Juan Ignacio. It was wonderful to have them in our community. They were able to see the mission we are doing here in Monrovia and they offered us their support and encouragement to continue our work in this country, which has suffered so much as a consequence of fourteen years of civil war.
17.01.2005 – Mexico

Meeting of Youth-Vocation Ministry and Formation Personnel
Together to share a dream
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From the 4th until the 9th January 2005, a meeting was held in Morelia, Mexico, for Youth-Vocation Ministry and Formation Personnel from the Provinces of the Arco Norte region. Twenty brothers participated: fourteen from the Provinces in Mexico, two from the Province of América Central, one from the Province of Norandina, one from the Province of the United States of America, one from Haiti and Brother Ernesto Sánchez from the General Council’s Religious Life Commission. 

Our aims:

· To share our experiences in formation and pastoral ministry.
· To reflect on the future trends of religious life.
· To look for lines of action in order to face the trends and to respond better to challenges as witnesses to the Gospel in our Marist family. 
We dedicated our days to

· looking at, listening to and sharing our experiences; 
· evaluating and clarifying our current situations;
· drawing up lines of action 
We were invited to participate in a vocation seminar in the Marist secondary school in this city.

We visited the new Novitiate house in Santa Cruz, in the midst of a middle-class neighbourhood. We were impressed with what we saw. 

We dedicated time to get to know some of the Michoacan culture.

We experienced all of this within the framework of living together as brothers, prayer and the Eucharist, with which we started our day, in the company of ten senior brothers from Champagnat House. We finished our day usually with a time of shared prayer before relaxing.
18.01.2005 – Argentina

Marist Province of Cruz del Sur
Youth Ministry as a key to vocations
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Fifty-two adolescents, eighteen young adults and seven brothers gathered to celebrate the joy of being brothers and sisters united in Mary and Marcellin. We reflected on the challenge of proclaiming our sisterhood and brotherhood, and in this, having very realistic options: the poorest of children and young people, the people of the neighbourhood, community work…

We feel that the dreams that we dream are the dreams of many. They are also the dreams that many of our older generation dream; perhaps our parents or our grandparents, some of our teachers; they are the dreams of Marcellin and of Jesus… It is not enough only to dream… we must set our hearts, heads and hands to our dreams so that we can make them become a reality in whatever small, concrete ways are possible. 

We look to Marcellin to discover how he chose in his time to proclaim his brotherhood. Then Marcellin’s cry of brotherhood is captured in four concrete and close ways:

· Marcellin chose “to proclaim brotherhood” by having brothers, by forming communities and by being part of a community himself. 
· He decided also to opt for an educational service for poor children and young people, because there were many poor and many orphans in the French countryside at this time, and it was impossible to declare to the world that “we are brothers” without taking care of them. 
· On the other hand, he took care that his daily, concrete gestures were gestures of love, fondness and solidarity. A large educational and evangelising work in the midst of the people has no meaning unless it is accompanied by simple but eloquent gestures, such as giving someone a mattress, welcoming an orphan, sharing bread for breakfast… 
· But from where does this inspiration come for such a longing for brotherhood? Marcellin always knew that the only genuine way to cultivate and to care for an authentic brotherhood was to confide and abandon yourself to the tender heart and comforting arms of Mary. Only she can inspire and strengthen this longing for brotherhood in moments of confusion and contradiction. 
We take with us to our places of origin the challenge to “drink from his sources”. Our cry at this time can be his very cry: “We need to be brothers!” Our dream is linked with his. And our gestures, united to so many others of this rich and complete human family, can add a little or a large “grain of sand” (and of wheat!) to build with hope something for which our heart is longing.
20.01.2005 - Italy

Meeting of the General Councils of the four Marist Congregations
To follow Christ as Mary did
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From the evening of the 13th January until the afternoon of the 15th, the General Councils of the four Marist Institutes: Marist Sisters, Marist Missionary Sisters, Marist Fathers and Marist Brothers, held their annual combined meeting once again, this time at the retreat house of Monte Cucco in Rome. The atmosphere of the meeting was one of a close family, of confidence, of freedom and of profound sharing. This atmosphere strongly reflected the path already taken together by these Councils since they were formed by their respective General Chapters that, as we know, coincided in September 2001. 

The work sessions provided the opportunity for sharing information and experiences in three main areas:

1. The principal events and the important decisions of each Institute in 2004. The programmes and perspectives, particularly for 2005.

2. Presentation of the activities of the inter-Marist Commissions in 2004, and plans for the present year. 

3. Mutual support, from strong points to weak points found in the way each Council functions.

Friday night was marked by an enjoyable social together, while the times for prayer and the two Eucharistic celebrations were times for interiorisation and celebration of all that we live.

Our charisms and our spiritualities converge towards one same desire “to follow Christ as Mary did”, as all the Councils repeated with the words of the final song of Saturday’s prayer.
	MARIST BULLETINS ONLINE


Internet
· Marist Bulletin 175 – 03.01.2005
Concerning the tsunami in South East Asia 
· Marist Bulletin 176 – 05.01.2005
Particularly close to our brothers in India and Sri Lanka
· Marist Bulletin 177 – 11.01.2005
Letter from the Superior General, Seán D. Sammon, FMS
· Marist Bulletin 178 – 14.01.2005
Kalutara's Marist School - A Story of Hope from Sri Lanka 
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