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	NEWS ON OUR WEB SITE


29.06.2005 - Argentina
Province of Cruz del Sur 

Two workers for the harvest 

[image: image1.wmf]Two newly professed brothers, Maximiliano Berone and Diego Leroy, have joined the Lord’s harvest with great joy to work for the Kingdom in the province of Cruz del Sur.

Diego, born in San Rafael, province of Mendosa Argentina, and Maximiliano, born in San Francisco, province of Córdoba, also Argentina, made their first vows in Argüello where they had made their Novitiate.

On this occasion they were accompanied by their families and brothers from nearby as well as distant communities. In this way, they wanted to accompany the Lord Jesus who continues to call new workers for his harvest. They have generously chosen to start their consecrated journey in the service of children and young people, hand in hand with their brothers in community, Mary and Marcellin.

May these acts of consecration continue to encourage us to look to new ways of living this spirituality that our Founder sensed through the signs of his times and that was so attractive to the youth of that time as a daring response to life.

In this Marist Vocation Year we keep giving thanks for the charism that is incarnated in these new responses and we accept the challenge of accompanying them with our commitment to renewal in our fidelity and our witness in life. 

 

30.06.2005 - France
Notre-Dame de l'Hermitage: meeting of brothers and laypeople 

We have valued what we bring to life 

[image: image6.png]The field of our activities is vast as it includes the school environment, chaplaincies, catechesis, youth movements, vocational accompaniment, school support, ex-students and recreational activities. About thirty laypeople and brothers were able to deepen together “the Marist education mission”. All the participants spoke about their apostolic situations in which they are working, the field in which they are trying the sow the seed and in particular where they tend the young plants that are growing… It was a precious time for describing in a few words the different facets of their apostolate. We are committed to valuing what “we bring to life”, what we animate. 

By using the document “In the footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat, A Vision for Marist Education Today” we deepened our experiences by putting this guide in parallel with what we are trying to do day after day. Often, it is a question of being “with”, of doing “with”, of forming lay Christians, of being attentive and vigilant witnesses, of allowing people to move ahead, to become autonomous, continuing on their journey of growth.

The convictions of all included: we need faith, prayer and the breath of the Spirit. We take small steps forward but we are certainly moving ahead. It is good for us, as laypeople and brothers together, to restate our common riches, to value our apostolic situations, our ministry successes and that which energises us for the future. 

The future? We are going to find ourselves meeting again like this. Thank you to the brothers who led the weekend, who helped us to pray, who encouraged us to sing without forgetting those who had set the table for us!

 

02.07.2005 - Spain
Champagnat Festival in Badalona 
[image: image7.png]


When children are happy Marcellin is present 

During the afternoon of Sunday, 19th June about one hundred children and adolescents from Escuela Maristes Champagnat (a Marist school) lived out their dream: presenting the life of Marcellin. The Salesian theatre was filled with parents, family and friends who enjoyed a number of scenes with a lot of music and creative choreography that taught us the life of the Founder of the Marist Brothers, his love of children and his audacity in starting the Marist Family. The end of the presentation brought the audience back to the present day by connecting what had been represented to the life of the Marist Brothers in Badalona in their educational work that they carry out with their lay co-workers. 

Everyone agreed that the sacrifice and many rehearsals were worth every minute, ending in a very good result. Being able to be an actor in this work was a dream-come-true for many of the students, some of whom were only three years old.

At the end, the audience applauded the young actors very enthusiastically and they thanked the whole group of teachers and mothers who, co-ordinated by Brother Ismael Valls, prepared this festival. 

To be Champagnat today! The dream lives! ... Someone from heaven smiled and enjoyed all of this... for it is when the children and young people are happy that Marcellin becomes present and helps us!

 

03.07.2005 - Italy
The Champagnat Institute at Genoa celebrates 100 years 

Facing the second centenary 

The 6th June is always a special feast day at the Champagnat Institute in Genoa in honour of the feast of the Founder of the Marist Brothers, but this year the date was chosen for the inauguration of the ceremonies marking the centenary of the arrival of the first Marists in Genoa. The bishop of the diocese, Cardinal Bertone, did not want to miss this important appointment with the city’s large Marist family. Many present students with their parents and also many former students welcomed him on this occasion.

During the solemn yet joyous ceremony, Cardinal Bertone spoke of the present-day educational charism of Marcellin Champagnat and recalled emblematic episodes from his life as a Salesian, referring to Don Bosco who came to know the young Marist congregation in some of his journeys to France. He spoke of the educational work of the brothers: the work of scholastic formation, human and religious formation, as well as through various associations including Catholic Action and scouting groups. As regards the scouts, Cardinal Bertone recalled that in 1916, in a [image: image8.jpg]


Marist school, Mario Mazza founded the first Catholic scouting group in Italy. The brothers at the time encouraged and supported him as they could sense the positive effects of this movement. He also recalled the solidarity work of Family Groups, who regularly help the poor referred to them by Caritas and the police in Genoa.

The most moving moment occurred during the Offertory presentation. Among the various symbols presented was a lit candle carried by Brother Gaetano, symbolising his ninety-five years, most of which have been given to school and the education of children. A long applause acknowledged this as Cardinal Bertone embraced Brother Gaetano after receiving the candle from him.

At the end Brother Manuel Jorgues Bru, the Provincial of the Province of Mediterránea, confirmed the brothers’ continued work of service in the city of Genoa and the patronage of a “Marist Family” with parents, teachers, friends and co-workers, capable of keeping the educational style of Marcellin Champagnat, his dream, alive! 

Photo collection
 

05.07.2005 - Romania
Project for homeless children 

Saint Marcellin Champagnat Centre 

[image: image9.jpg]


After arriving in Romania in 1998, the brothers decided to work especially with street children and, connected to this, young abandoned and homeless children. After years of working with other institutions that work in this area, in April 2004 we opened the “Saint Marcellin” House to accommodate six boys in the community residence. We decided then to double the number of brothers in the two communities, to accompany the people of this home and to have a second place at Bucharest where we could aim at achieving two basic objectives: the creation of a ‘day centre’ where preventative work could be carried out to combat abandonment in families and to provide pastoral and vocational animation.

We are now starting the construction work of the new Saint Marcellin Champagnat Centre, an enclosure where the new Marist community and four houses will be situated. Each of these houses will accommodate from eight to ten boys and girls aged from six to eighteen. The idea of this mini-village is to be able to offer these young people a family atmosphere and a close accompaniment. The most important economic support is coming from Caritas Vorarlberg (Austria) while the basic pedagogical idea is coming from contact and exchanges with Voralberg Kinderdorf (Villages for Children). Other institutions are also working with us in this project, especially in Spain and in Austria.

We hope to finish the work in spring next year and then to start to accommodate the boys and girls that summer. In Romania last year, 4000 babies were abandoned immediately after birth. This gives some idea of the socio-economic and family breakdown that affects a great part of this society, despite the attempts at modernisation and adaptation to the European Union locomotive (integration is expected in 2007). The public social services are deficient and the large state boarding schools are generally incapable of responding to the needs of thousands of young people whose past is lost and who risk losing their future also. 

 

06.07.2005 - Costa Rica
A musical on the Marist charism at the school in Alajuela 

An experience “that knows no bounds” 

[image: image10.jpg]


In the Marist school of Alajuela (Costa Rica) a musical, “A Heart That Knows No Bounds”, presents the Marist charism at the dawn of this new century. It is an original work of the Argentinean, Manuel González Gil, who has already written another musical about Saint Marcellin Champagnat.

The musical had first been presented by the group “Catarsis”, with its première at Buenos Aires, followed by its presentation in Argentina and Chile. The adaptation of the musical for Costa Rica was the fruit of a collective creation, in which all the actors were involved, and its realisation has been an important part of the celebrations of the Marist Vocation Year.

The work, with its rich content and strong message, represented for the actors (the older students of the Marist school) a very gratifying and enriching experience. It was also a truly Marist experience to be better immersed in the values and dream of Saint Marcellin. The musical has been presented to all the students and parents connected with the school.

Before a world whose values change with the wind, a world nearly without a soul, Saint Marcellin tells us that hope is still possible, because dreams are possible, that nothing is definite unless love is at the centre giving it meaning. Today, at the start of the 21st century, this love passes on through solidarity, that is to say, by the capacity to feel and be one with another, and this demands ‘a heart that knows no bounds’. Saint Marcellin’s dream is possible today if each one of us wants it to be realised and decides to be part of it.

The satisfaction of having carried the message of solidarity and love, left to us by Father Champagnat, in a special and totally innovative way, through theatre and music, has been mixed with a time of enjoyable work, sacrifices and interminable rehearsals that have led to the strengthening of the bonds of friendship between those who were directly involved in this work.

 

08.07.2005 - Great Britain
A historical turn that is only the first footstep 

Live 8 to cancel the debt 
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For many years the Church has asked for the reduction or the total cancellation of the debt that the developing countries had accumulated and owed to the developed ones. In many of his messages for the World Day of Peace, John Paul II underlined how these amounts constituted an obstacle to their development and, in the advent of the third millennium he pointed out that the Jubilee Year 2000 was an opportune time to think about a consistent reduction if not a complete remission of the international debt. 

Great Britain, the host country for the G-8 summit, has developed, in view of this coming meeting from the 6th to the 8th July, an intense program to ensure that the countries involved make available at least 0.7 percent of their PIL, with the aim of making 1 percent available. This is the direction taken by the financial ministers in the preparation meeting for the G-8 in view of cancelling the debt that numerous countries have contracted with the International Monetary Fund, with the World Bank and the African Bank for Development for a total of around forty million dollars. 

The provision concerns eighteen countries of which fourteen are African. In the next eighteen months it is anticipated that the zero resetting of the debts of another nine countries will take place for a general total of fifty-five million dollars. Another eleven States will profit by some remission as soon as their governments respect the set conditions: real democracy, good government, transparency… 

Certainly the initiative can be defined as historical since it unloads States in debt from considerable financial burdens. It is in some ways an inevitable measure considering that many governments cannot even pay the interest of the debt let alone the total amount. It is like amputating a gangrenous leg to save the life of a person.

Basically it is a clear admission of the failure of fifty years of development aid that has been transformed into astronomical debts with the consequent damage for the creditors not only in terms of the money they have given as loans but also the money they have given as donations. The aid has not been invested in activities that are directly or indirectly productive, but instead it has been wasted. 

The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace has praised the initiative taken by Tony Blair on the eve of the meeting of the G-8, but such a measure is ambiguous if the money that will be made available with this decision is not used for providing opportunities of real and sustainable development for the people of the countries concerned. This can only be guaranteed if basic needs such as drinkable water, hygiene services, basic medical aid, the possibility of education…, are provided. 

Unfortunately another possibility exists also: that the money potentially made available will be used not for building life, but for sowing death. 

Photo collection
 

10.07.2005 - Spain
Marist Province of Mediterránea: Dream! 

With the image of continuing to navigate towards the future 

When preparing the poster for the next school year we sought to be inspired by the simple expressions with which children surprise us every day. 

With some water mixed with soap, children are able to entertain themselves for hours, watching the bubbles in all their beautiful colours rise and be carried by the wind. 

Starting with this simple image, we have tried to pick up some of the elements that compose the Marist dream and insert them in the soap bubbles that spring from the soapy water with which the students of a Marist school are playing. 

Through the bubbles, we want to represent different realities that are found in the day-to-day activities of our works and that they are part of our dreams of ending up being good Christians and honest citizens: 

[image: image12.jpg]


- Parts of the shield of a school 

- A student’s smiling face 

- The dove of Peace 

- Holding hands (fraternity) 

- Marist World from the Hermitage (the Blue Room) 

- Marist Students of Africa 

- Our Good Mother 

- Ghandi 

- Our Martyred Brothers of Rwanda 

- A student with the victory sign 

- Marcellin surrounded by children 

- And other bubbles in white… 

The poster hopes to be an invitation to imagine a better world and a new Marist Province that continues Champagnat’s dream.
	MARIST BULLETINS ONLINE


Internet
· Marist Bulletin 203 – 30.06.2005
Marcel Popelier, Marist, missionary in Orore, Kenya 
· Marist Bulletin 204 – 07.07.2005
News on our web site
PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED
Internet
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	 Siempre con Nosotros
Julio A. Longares
Edita Provincia marista Mediterránea
Febrero de 2005
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	Hablamos de > Marcelino Champagnat
Fernadno G. Lucini
Editorial Luis Vives, 2002 - Zaragoza
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	En manos de María
Ibérica Marista
Revista Ibérica Marista
Villalba (Madrid) publicaciones@maristasiberica.es
Gráficas J. Sánchez
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	Africa di luci e di lacrime
Fr. Giovanni Bigotto
Istituto dei Fratelli Maristi
Roma 2005
bigotto@fms.it 


BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED, JANUARY 1st, 2005 TO JUNE 30th, 2005

According to data received by the General Secretariat’s Registry and Statistics Office 
	Last name
	First name
	Name in Religion
	Date
	Age
	Province

	López Merino
	Mauro
	Valerio Mauro
	2005-01-01
	91
	América Central

	Santana López
	Tiburcio
	Leonardo Diego
	2005-01-02
	68
	México Central

	Ruiz García
	Felicísimo
	Felicísimo María
	2005-01-06
	67
	Mediterránea

	Magee
	Eugene P.
	Patrick Eugene
	2005-01-07
	81
	United States Of America

	Schubert
	Johann Wilhelm
	Johann Wilhelm
	2005-01-08
	80
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Chambon
	Louis
	Marie Irénée
	2005-01-09
	98
	L'hermitage

	Fréléchoz
	Joseph-Jules
	Marie Basilide
	2005-01-10
	96
	L'hermitage

	Bauer
	Joseph
	Konrad V Parzham
	2005-01-11
	90
	China

	Ratolojanahary
	Jean Louis
	Marius Louis
	2005-01-15
	76
	Madagascar

	Vannoorenberghe
	Victor
	Victorinus
	2005-01-17
	88
	L'hermitage

	Alvarez Alvarez
	Manuel
	Jacinto Manuel
	2005-01-17
	81
	Compostela

	Boujon
	Amédée
	Julien Alexandre
	2005-01-19
	88
	L'hermitage

	García Santamaría
	José
	José Dalmacio
	2005-01-27
	86
	Ibérica

	Clerc
	Joseph Siméon
	Joseph Elie
	2005-01-27
	96
	L'hermitage

	Sánchez Cueto
	Manuel
	Manuel Abel
	2005-01-28
	85
	Compostela

	Maguire
	Kevin Michael
	Brendan Mary
	2005-01-30
	73
	Sydney

	Bruyas
	Germain
	Germain Marie
	2005-02-04
	73
	L'hermitage

	Gosselin
	Joseph F.
	Siméon Gérald
	2005-02-09
	88
	United States Of America

	Ortega Ortega
	Emiliano
	Romualdo
	2005-02-10
	81
	Compostela

	Orden Pastor
	Julián de la
	Victorico María
	2005-02-11
	80
	Mediterránea

	Rodríguez Alanis
	Jesús Macario
	Filogonio
	2005-02-11
	97
	México Central

	Plaisance
	Léonce
	Joseph Albin
	2005-02-21
	91
	L'hermitage

	Mora Reyes
	Marcos
	Florián Marcos
	2005-02-25
	77
	México Occidental

	Jooss
	René Georges
	René Gilbert
	2005-03-04
	91
	L'hermitage

	Chalon
	André
	
	2005-03-04
	65
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Susin
	Severino
	Vidal Aloysio
	2005-03-05
	85
	Rio Grande Do Sul

	Ayala Manzanedo
	Luis
	
	2005-03-05
	59
	Ibérica

	Hughan
	William Francis
	Finan
	2005-03-10
	93
	Melbourne

	Conte
	Lino
	Sabino Lino
	2005-03-10
	90
	Brasil Centro-Sul

	Redunski
	James
	
	2005-03-11
	59
	United States Of America

	Dwyer
	Thomas Joseph
	Joachim Joseph
	2005-03-20
	78
	New-Zealand

	Cherry
	John Joseph
	
	2005-03-29
	66
	United States Of America

	Backx
	Léon
	Alvarus Paul
	2005-04-04
	83
	Afrique Centre Est

	Hernández Pinedo
	Félix
	Félix Deodoro
	2005-04-10
	86
	América Central

	Porro Machon
	Augusto
	Blas Valentín
	2005-04-22
	83
	Cruz Del Sur

	Schwind
	Alois Rudolf
	Rudolf Aloys
	2005-04-24
	79
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Olsen
	Thomas Barry
	Canute
	2005-04-26
	77
	New-Zealand

	Barberet
	Louis Georges Spies
	Joseph Cyprien
	2005-04-29
	83
	Brasil Centro-Norte

	Sandoval Conde
	Pancracio
	Pancracio José
	2005-04-30
	79
	Compostela

	Barberia Ochoa
	Jesús
	Florentino María
	2005-05-01
	89
	L'hermitage

	Felten
	Antoine-Pierre
	Etienne Justin
	2005-05-04
	85
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Schmitt
	Georg
	Robert Anton
	2005-05-04
	84
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Mc Laughlin
	Paul Joseph
	Bonaventure
	2005-05-07
	64
	Melbourne

	Lucien
	Marcel
	Ernestus
	2005-05-08
	90
	L'hermitage

	Asensio Casado
	Carlos
	
	2005-05-21
	54
	Compostela

	Mathay
	René
	Emile Adrien
	2005-05-22
	85
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Ramos Jiménez
	José Eulogio
	José Eulogio
	2005-05-23
	80
	Mediterránea

	Rainville
	Marcel
	Fernand Marcel
	2005-05-23
	73
	Canada

	Fuente Castilla
	Martín
	Felipe Martín
	2005-05-27
	87
	Ibérica

	Faulkner
	Patrick John
	Baptist Anselm
	2005-06-10
	93
	Melbourne

	Martínez Martínez
	Guillermo
	Crescencio José
	2005-06-27
	87
	Mediterránea
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