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NEWS ABOUT WORLD YOUTH DAY
20.07.2005 - Germany
General description of the WYD with its logo and theme 

The World Youth Day (WYD) is 20 years old 

The WYDs were "invented" by John Paul II and represent a time of gathering and of prayer for the youth of the entire world with the youth of the entire world. The event is held every two or three years on four continents in rotation and is a result of an intense journey of preparation. Each WYD is characterised by a theme which the Holy Father takes from the Gospels and by a message which, starting from the chosen theme, offer the young people a pathway of prayer and reflection for an entire year of catechesis. We are offering you the logo and theme of each WYD, from the first celebrated in Rome in 1985 until the one that is to take place shortly in Cologne in August 2005.
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	1984- Rome - International Youth Meeting on Palm Sunday in Rome, on the occasion of the Holy Year of Redemption. On Easter Day, the Pope presents and entrusts the young people with the future World Youth Day Cross. 
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	1987 - Buenos Aires, Argentina (1987-04-11/12)

'We ourselves have known and put our faith in Gods love towards ourselves.' (1 Jn 4:16) 
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	1989 - Santiago de Compostela, Spain (1989-08-15/20)

'I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.' (Jn 14:6) 
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	1991- Czestochowa, Poland (1991-08-10/15)

'You have received a spirit of sonship.' (Rom 8:15) 
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	1993 - Denver, USA (1993-08-10/15)

'I came that they might have life, and have it to the full.' (Jn 10:10) 
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	1995 - Manila, Philippines (1995-01-10/15)

'As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.' (Jn 20:21) 
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	1997 - Paris, France (1997-08-19/24)

'Teacher, where are you staying? Come and see!' (cf. Jn 1:38-39) 
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	2000 - Rome, Italy (2000-08-15/20)

'The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.' (Jn 1:14) 
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	2002 - Toronto, Canada (2002-07-23/28)

'You are the salt of the earth... You are the light of the world.' (cf. Mt 5:13-14) 
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	2005 - Cologne, Germany (2005-08-16/21)

'We have come to worship Him.' (Mt 2:2)


 

26.07.2005 - Germany
In a few days the young people will arrive 

The WYD Cross is already in Cologne 

[image: image1.wmf]The World Youth Days Cross arrived in Cologne accompanied by a great number of young people on the 19th March 2005.

The welcoming celebration was followed by a pilgrimage to the Cathedral and by the celebration of the exaltation of the Cross on the Place Roncalli in front of the Cathedral. Hundred of lights were placed at the foot of the Cross, before which passed more than 3,000 people of all ages, each one placing their own light with the others. For Father Ulrich Henne, in charge of the Diocesan Youth Ministry and secretary of the World Youth Days, a dream had just been realised: “During the last two years, I was able to be a witness to so many journeys of this Cross throughout Europe and Germany. I saw how many people were attracted by this Cross, prayed before it, deeply touched. Now the Cross has reached this spot where the next World Youth Days will take place.” And Hennes concluded: “May hands touch this Cross! May prayers and intentions, may it hear the supplications and concerns be heard by it, may it see sufferings and tears!” A procession in the ancient city of Cologne accompanied the Cross for the nocturnal vigil in the church of Saint Martin. The prayer vigil lasted until morning and showed that now the spirit of the World Youth Days has indeed arrived in Cologne.

On Palm Sunday, the Cross was transported to the church that is the place of the tomb of Adolph Kolping, one of the patrons of the World Youth Days. The archbishop of Cologne, Cardinal Joachim Meisner, recalled in his homily the symbolic acts accomplished by the many representatives of numerous countries who had brought a bit of soil from their own country to the place where the ceremony of closing of the World Days of Youth will take place. “Here, we place our feet on the shoulders of others. We know they will accompany us because they have added their own land to ours,” declared Cardinal Meisner. “When in August, we will celebrate the great feast of faith in our city of Cologne, we will do so with the same land under our feet and with the same sky above our heads. The World Youth Days’ Cross and the icon of Mary have already arrived in Cologne after a long journey throughout Europe and Germany. Cologne is the city of the Magi and so must be and remain the city of God. During these days, the sky above Cologne must open so that the star that guides young people to Christ becomes visible.”

 

02.08.2005 - Germany
WYD 2005 – We have come to adore him - 1 

Each person is the one who is [image: image14.png]searching 
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Who is directing the young people’s journey towards Cologne? John Paul II, in choosing the theme of this WYD: “We have come to adore him”, has invited the young people to start a journey in a similar way to the Three Kings; three mysterious and fascinating persons; three persons led by a mysterious light, who decided to go as far as possible in order to “See more clearly”. These are three protagonists of a long journey because each star has the power to open horizons in the future and to lead one further. 

Our world opens, especially for young people, a miracle of light: giving light to attract the looks, to capture affection, to drug the will… We submit to so many consumerist offers of special prices but the message of the Gospel is received in all its beauty but also in all its hardness. On the other hand, life is not something bought in a supermarket but rather something we must build every day with commitment and effort.

The words pronounced by John Paul II during the Eucharistic Congress at Bologna (Italy) are illuminating for this proposal. With these words he presented Jesus Christ as the person who allows all us to live with broader horizons. “Jesus proposes to us a climbing street, which is tiring to run, but one that gives the eyes a greater vastness to see. You have the choice: either remain at the bottom of the valley conforming to the ordinary or confront the tiredness of climbing towards the top where you can breathe the fresh air of truth, goodness and love.”

This WYD seems to offer precious directions for building our own future: a commitment but also a star so as not to try in vain. As the old saying goes: “To plough a straight path, tie your plough to a star!”

 

09.08.2005 - Germany
WYD 2005 – We have come to adore him - 2 

I have seen the star and have set out on my journey 

How many stars in the panorama of our life, how many opportunities… But, to be honest, how many fleeting moments, how many wasted opportunities… yes, it is true that each person is one who is looking, but each one of us is also one who does not make a choice. The Magi undertook a journey without knowing where they were going and how long it would take. Mary also did something similar: she set out on an adventure with indefinite boundaries, but with the certainty that the road led to God: “Here I am! I am the Lord’s servant!”

Setting out on a journey frequently means leaving the ordinary, very often it means risking, nearly always it is to go to meet an unknown sea. And one condition that is very important is well explained in a song: “Before leaving on a long journey, you must carry with you the desire to no longer return.”

The eagle has its nest on the high precipices and raises its young with a great deal of love. But in order to feed them, the eagle takes on a daring task, to make the young leave the nest. Instead of bringing the food and leaving it in the nest, the eagle encourages its young to the edge of the nest to see the prey so that, eventually overbalancing, they fall out of the nest. Thus, their first flight has occurred. So it is through a near death that freedom and salvation begins.

To embark on a journey with the desire to not return to old pathways, without using the old refrain: “I was wrong!” that allows me to return back. To embark on a journey without worrying about the images others have of me, the criticism of others, but counting on myself and on the help of God that never decreases. To embark on a journey as a person in history did, who after having heard the words of a priest “God wants you, you must become a priest!” set out on his great adventure. He journey so far that on the 18th April 1999, John Paul II was able to say to the Church: “You want a model? Here is one!”

 
16.08.2005 - Germany
WYD 2005 – We have come to worship him - 3 

Collateral effects of having followed a star 
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Three groups of people are given an appointment at Herod’s courts, and their characteristics are very similar to ours.

Herod: the preventive fear
King Herod is perturbed when he sees the wise men. He represented the political and economical power founded on oppression that promotes the rise of protest movements. Therefore, it is normal that Herod is panic-stricken listening to people speaking of a new king and he reacts in an exaggerated manner.

The massacre of the Innocents is a present day drama and it is the tragic epilogue for the one who, being afraid, declares a preventive war. It is an event of which we are the spectators at a worldwide level, but it is also something that everyone of us lives at a personal level. We all experience fear, when our [image: image17.jpg]


role is called into question, and we are all ready to order “massacres” and to build walls in order to ensure our survival.

The chief priests and the scribes: the seeing-deaf
Consulted by Herod, the chief priests and the scribes answer correctly to the questions made by the tyrant. They give all the information to show how God will enter into history to save humanity. But the Gospel does not say that the chief priests and the scribes joined the Wise Men to go and worship the Child. Knowing where to go to look for the truth, recognize it… this is just the first step to put it into practice. Who doesn’t know the Declaration of the Human Rights? How many countries have signed solemn pronouncements in favour of peace, of public debt reduction? We too, in some ways, subscribed to those agreements, but it is only in our everyday lives that all of us can transform the truth into reality.

The Wise Men: those who search for the truth that unites
It seems that the Wise Men came from different countries and had reached the same destination, after having covered a long way. They became friends because they were searching for the truth. In a period of ethnic, religious and cultural fundamentalism, this convoy of Wise Men became the icon of those who are not only able to dialogue among themselves, but also with those they meet all along their journey to reach the truth. How important it is to be open to the meeting and to confrontation when the brightness of the star fades away!
 
20.08.2005 - Germany
Like yourselves, I too have set out to join you 

The happiness you have a right to enjoy has a name and a face: 

It is Jesus of Nazareth 

Dear Young People

To all of you I appeal: Open wide your hearts to God! Let yourselves be surprised by Christ! Let him have "the right of free speech" during these days! Open the doors of your freedom to his merciful love! Share your joys and pains with Christ, and let him enlighten your minds with his light and touch your hearts with his grace. In these days blessed with sharing and joy, may you have a liberating experience of the Church as the place where God's merciful love reaches out to all people. In the Church and through the Church you will meet Christ, who is waiting for you.

We too have come to Cologne because in our hearts we have the same urgent question that prompted the Magi from the East to set out on their journey, even if it is differently expressed. It is true that today we are no longer looking for a king, but we are concerned for the state of the world and we are asking: "Where do I find standards to live by, what are the criteria that govern responsible cooperation in building the present and the future of our world? On whom can I rely? To whom shall I entrust myself? Where is the One who can offer me the response capable of satisfying my heart's deepest desires?" The fact that we ask questions like these means that we realize our journey is not over until we meet the One who has the power to establish that universal Kingdom of justice and peace to which all people aspire but which they are unable to build by themselves. Asking such questions also means searching for Someone who can neither deceive nor be deceived, and who therefore can offer a certainty so solid that we can live for it and, if need be, even die for it.

Dear young people, the happiness you are seeking, the happiness you have a right to enjoy has a name and a face: It is Jesus of Nazareth, hidden in the Eucharist. Only he gives the fullness of life to humanity! With Mary, say your own "yes" to God, for he wishes to give himself to you. I repeat today what I said at the beginning of my pontificate: "If we let Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and great. No! Only in this friendship are the doors of life opened wide. Only in this friendship is the great potential of human existence truly revealed. Only in this friendship do we experience beauty and liberation" (Homily at the Mass of Inauguration, April 24). Be completely convinced of this: Christ takes from you nothing that is beautiful and great, but brings everything to perfection for the glory of God, the happiness of men and women, and the salvation of the world.
 
22.08.2005 - Germany
Pope Urges Youth to Be Missionaries in the World 

I wish to greet you personally 

Benedict XVI appealed to more than one million young people to become new missionaries in a world that is forgetting God. In his homily at the closing Mass of World Youth Day, the Pope said: "Anyone who has discovered Christ must lead others to him. A great joy cannot be kept to oneself. It has to be passed on." The Mass, celebrated today on Marienfeld esplanade, some 27 kilometers from the center of Cologne, ended with the ceremony to "Hand over the Cross" to the young people present and to give them a "missionary sending" to all continents.

"It seems as if everything would be just the same even without him," he continued, "but at the same time there is a feeling of frustration, a sense of dissatisfaction with everyone and everything. Pe[image: image18.jpg]


ople tend to exclaim: 'This cannot be what life is about!' Indeed not. And so, together with forgetfulness of God there is a kind of new explosion of religion." The Pope warned, however, that religion could become a "consumer product." 

"People choose what they like, and some are even able to make a profit from it," he said, "but religion constructed on a 'do-it-yourself' basis cannot ultimately help us. It may be comfortable, but at times of crisis we are left to ourselves. Help people discover the true star that points out the way to us: Jesus Christ! Let us seek to know him better and better, so as to be able to guide others to him with conviction."

"Build communities based on faith!" exhorted Benedict XVI. "In recent decades movements and communities have come to birth in which the power of the Gospel is keenly felt. The spontaneity of new communities is important, but it is also important to preserve communion with the Pope and with the bishops. It is they who guarantee that we are not seeking private paths, but are living as God's great family, founded by the Lord through the Twelve Apostles."

The majority of the young people present had spent a cold night in Marienfeld, after meeting with the Pope for a three-hour vigil. Their exhaustion, the cold and mist did not stop them from greeting the Pope with applause. 
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