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FOUR PROVINCIAL CHAPTERS AND ONE DISTRICT CHAPTER 

General Council's activities – December 2005
 

In December 2005, four Provincial Chapters and one District Chapter took place in the Institute. A representative of the General Council participated in each of them in December or during the New Year holiday period or at Christmas. 

The capitulants of the Province of Rio Grande do Sul were invited to revitalise their Province and they met at Veranópolis from the 3rd until the 5th December. During these days of reflection, they accomplished the tasks of the 2nd Provincial Chapter: to fix a general objective, to define the priorities and to install the Provincial and his Council for the next three years (2006-2009). Brother Antonio Ramalho represented the General Council. 

Brother Réal Cloutier had already started his second mandate as Provincial of the Province of Canada when the second session of the Provincial Chapter took place on the 3rd and 4th December 2005 in order to define the priorities of the Province. Brother Yvon Bédard, former Econome General, was one of the capitulants. Brother Pedro Herreros represented the General Administration. Nine laypeople also contributed to fixing guidelines for the Province. 

Five work groups studied propositions concerning vitality and viability, mission, laity and other initiatives. There were words of encouragement for the accomplishments of the Provincial and of the preceding Council and for the initiatives being realised: transfer of the sector of Haiti to the American region, interprovincial community at the service of young Canadians, regrouping of lay Marists in the Marist Movement of Quebec, the Valcartier project for the animation of young people, the hiring of a layperson to co-ordinate the province youth ministry, etc.
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From the 21st to the 23rd December 2005, the capitulants of the Province of México Central gathered at Tlalpan to install Brother Fernando Mejía at the start of his second mandate as Provincial. They also elected the Provincial Council and formed seven commissions: one for each of the five calls of the 20th General Chapter and two others to study the evangelical use of goods and the Chapter Rules and Norms of application. Brother Antonio Ramalho represented the General Council at this Chapter.

Brother Seán, after having attended an ordinary Council meeting in Rome and participated in the Christmas Eve celebrations with the brothers of the General House, departed on Christmas Day for Brazil where he spent a week with the confrères of the District of Amazônia. Having arrived at Porto Velho on the 26th December, he took part in the District Chapter meeting. He was accompanied by Brother Lauro Hochscheidt, Provincial of Rio Grande do Sul, with whom he shared the animation of the meeting through various talks. He had the occasion to meet several Marist fraternities during an afternoon of recollection, and he celebrated with four jubilarians of the District and several young brothers who renewed their temporary vows.

During the Chapter, a new Council was elected to help Brother João Gutemberg in his work as District Superior. Reflecting on the history of our brothers in this District, Brother Seán said how he was touched by the simplicity of their life, by the love they have for the people of the region, by their commitment for mission and by their style of Marist life.

During his stay in Amazônia, Brother Seán also participated in a session of a chapter organised by the Franciscans.

Brother Pedro Herreros accompanied the brothers of the Province of Norandina during their 2nd Provincial Chapter from the 28th December 2005 to the 2nd January 2006 at Chinauta (Colombia), during which Brother Laurentino Albalá started his second mandate as Provincial. The thirty-five capitulants represented three countries: Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela. Some brothers who were not capitulants as well as eight laypeople helped discern the guidelines of their work for the next three years. Each of the five animation commissions presented a report on the work accomplished during the previous three years and suggestions as to the future. The Laity Formation Team also presented the work they had accomplished and the tasks presently being realised.

The Provincial Council was elected on the 1st January to assist Brother Laurentino in his work as Provincial; the members are Brothers Libardo Garzón and César Rojas, for Columbia, Crescenciano González and Pau Fornells, for Ecuador, Antonio Eguía and José Luis Sebastián, for Venezuela. 

The Chapter approved the Norms of the Province and fixed the priorities of the next three years.

Visits to Provinces

To the chapter of visits of the General Council this month, we must include the visit to the District of West Africa by the Superior General and that of the Province of Madagascar by Brothers Théoneste Kalisa and Maurice Berquet, General Councillors.

From the 1th to the 14th December, Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General, visited Ghana, Liberia and Cameroon. In Ghana, he led a reflection workshop for two days for the brothers from Ghana and Ivory Coast, held at Kumasi. The participants dined with Archbishop Peter K. Sarpong, archbishop of Kumasi. In his visit to the primary school and to Champagnat College, Brother Seán spent time with the teachers and the students, before spending the afternoon with the Novitiate community who had invited him. 
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In Liberia, Brother Seán presided at the perpetual profession ceremony of Brother Augustine Martin and visited the brothers’ school. He also accompanied Brother José Antonio, District Superior, during a visit to the apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Monrovia, where they signed an agreement of five years between the diocese and the Marist Brothers.

In Cameroon, Brother Seán gave some information on the 7th General Conference during a two-day workshop for the brothers from Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea and Chad. He visited the schools at Bamenda, Bafut and Mbengwei, and then met Archbishop Paul Verdzekov, archbishop of Bamenda. He also met the District Council of West Africa.

From the 22nd November to the 12th December, Brothers Maurice Berquet and Théoneste Kalisa made the second visit to the Province of Madagascar. The two General Councillors visited all the communities and met all the brothers; in total ten communities, seven schools and fifty-nine brothers. They also met lay Marists from different groups.
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The Marist mission in Madagascar is in the hands of brothers who are remarkably young. Nearly all the community superiors and school directors belong to the generation of brothers formed at the international scholasticate at Nairobi from where the first group left sixteen years ago. The young brothers attract the children and young people who make the schools and Marist centres their places of gathering and games, from sunrise to sunset. Despite the difficulty of recent times, there is place to believe that Madagascar is a privileged land of Marist vocations.

On the 8th December we were visiting the Immaculate Conception College. With the teachers and several hundreds of students we shared in prayer through hymns and liturgical dance. The celebration took place outside the cathedral and lasted the whole day.

The two visitors experienced the visit as a privilege to see Marist Brothers committed even in the most remote corners of their country to evangelise and educate young people.

Other activities

Brother Emili Turú met the Provincial Councillors of the Provinces of Mediterránea, Ibérica and L’Hermitage to co-ordinate the dates of the second visits and other common projects. He followed up with the European Mission team the conclusions of the first meeting of works and social programmes in Europe, held at Guardamar from the 29th to the 31st October 2005. 

An ordinary Council meeting took place at Rome on the 24th December with all the Councillors present except Brother Antonio Ramalho who was participating in the Chapter of the Province of México Central. 

Meeting of the General Council with the personnel of the General Administration

In December, the General Councillors present in Rome shared their experience of the General Conference with all the personnel of the General Administration. Brother Luis García Sobrado, Vicar General, started his talk by emphasising that the Conference was possible thanks to the work of many people, especially the General Administration, who “realised an immense work” of preparation by their support and translation of many documents. As a consequence, it was “an experience that belongs to all of us” he emphasised. 

Brother Luis spoke of the Conference as being an experience of faith, multicultural, strongly fraternal and joyful. Later in his talk, he indicated future paths for the Institute, by insisting on the challenge of Asia and on the necessary impetus to give a new direction to the Institute. After a brief pause, the large group divided into four small groups in which one brother who had participated in the Conference was able to share his own experience with the others in the group.

After the short Christmas holidays, all the members of the General Council have undertaken the tasks of the new year with renewed strength and with the determination to serve their brothers.

NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS

Centre d'accueil Champagnat
hermitage@maristes.org
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