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COUNCIL DECISIONS

Appointment of Provincials
After the General Conference in September 2005, the General Council appointed several Provincials.
 

Br. Laurentino Albalá - Norandina

[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]Brother Laurentino Albalá was born in Spain in 1956. Since 1976 he served the Marist mission in Ecuador. He was a foundation missionary in Amazônia, at Sucumbíos, in a mixed intercongregational community. From 1999 to 2002, he was the Provincial of the Province of Ecuador and helped with its restructuring with Colombia and Venezuela to form the Province of Norandina. Appointed Provincial in January 2003, he has been reappointed for a second mandate which started in January 2006.

Br. Lauro Hochscheidt – Rio Grande do Sul

[image: image3.png]


Brother Lauro Hochscheidt was born in November 1954 in Passo do Sobrado (RS). Since 1982, he has been directly involved in initial formation. From 1990 to 1992, he was at the International College in Rome where he did his studies in education and youth ministry. Then he continued his work in initial formation, firstly at the Juniorate of Viamão, then at the Postulancy of Vacaria. From 2000 to 2002, he was Provincial of Porto Alegre. That allowed him to participate in the General Chapter in 2001. And for the last few years he has been Vice-Provincial and also Provincial Econome. Towards the end of December 2005, he started his mandate as Provincial of Rio Grande do Sul. 

Br. Fernando Mejía – México Central
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Brother Fernando Mejía was born in 1949 in Mexico City. The sondage took place shortly after the General Conference and he has already started his second mandate on the 21st December 2005. Fernando is a graduate of a Teacher Training College and was a teacher of Mathematics. He also has a degree in Religious Studies. He was Director of the school at Queretaro. Then he was in charge of the Province’s educational ministry team for three years and for the last three years he was inspector of schools. He participated in the 20th General Chapter as a delegate.

Br. Manuel de Leon - Philippines
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Brother Manuel de Leon, born in 1958, has been reappointed as Provincial of the Province of the Philippines. His second mandate will start on the 15th April 2006. Before becoming Provincial, Manny was a formator at MAPAC (Marist Asia-Pacific Center) which is the Post-Novitiate in Manilla. During his first mandate, he was particularly attentive to the on-going formation of the brothers and the development of partnership with the laity.

Br. John Klein – United States
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Brother John Klein was born in 1947 in Flushing, New York City, USA.  He has been a teacher and administrator of many schools in the USA and he also served two terms as Provincial of the former Province of Esopus.  He is a past president of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men in the United States.  He holds a degree from Marist College in Poughkeepsie, New York and a doctorate in history from Fordham University in the Bronx.  He will begin his second mandate as Provincial of the Province of the United States of America in June of 2006.

Br. Xavier Barceló Maset – L'Hermitage
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Brother Xavier Barceló Maset was born in Badalona, a suburb of Barcelona, in 1958. He has a degree in Theology from the Gregorian University in Rome where he was a student from 1981 to 1984. From 1987 to 1989, he was entrusted with the pastoral ministry in the Province of Catalonia. Then, he put his talents at the service of initial formation as Master of Novices at Las Avellanas, then at Torrente and finally at Seville. In 2002, he was appointed Provincial of Catalonia before being appointed Provincial of the Province of L’Hermitage which was officially created on the 1st August 2003. 
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Br. Manuel Jorques Bru - Mediterránea

Brother Manuel Jorques Bru was born in 1951 in Algemesi, in the region of Valence. He studied the history of art at university and worked for many years in the field of education and youth ministry. Before starting his mandate as Provincial of Mediterránea with the restructuring on the 5th August 2003, Manuel had already done six years as Provincial in the Province of Levante. He will start his second mandate on the 2nd August 2006. 

Br. Joseph McKee – Europe Centre-Ouest / West Central Europe
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Brother Joseph McKee was born in 1950 in Glasgow, Scotland. Most of his lilfe as a Marist Brother has been in Africa. In 1976, he was a teacher at the Juniorate of Uturu, Nigeria. From 1979 to 1993, he was at Bamenda, Cameroon, as a teacher then as Director. Then he spent three years studying in Chicago (USA) before returning to Bamenda. For the past six years, he has been in Nairobi as the Director of MIC. This long international experience has prepared him to lead a Province that includes several countries: Germany, Belgium, Great Britain, Ireland and the Netherlands and which uses four languages: French, English, German and Dutch! His mandate of three years will start on the 17th April 2006. 

Congratulations to all of these brothers for the service of leadership they give to their brothers.
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