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By early evening January 2nd, 1817, Marcellin Champagnat had laid the groundwork for a revolution. Like so many of these movements, this one began modestly: a small house, two recruits, not much in the way of money. But the founder had youth on his side: for Marcellin was but 27 years and some months old when he established his Little Brothers of Mary. 

Between that day and his death 23 years later on June 6th, 1840 the founder was to have more than his share of discouraging moments and times of true doubt and faith tested. But this son of France’s first republic, this priest and later vowed member of the Society of Mary, this saint of our Church had what sustains any true revolutionary: a dream as well as the necessary zeal and passion to see it through. He also had the conviction that what he had in mind was God’s will also. 

Now, my hunch is that the founder would be perplexed to find himself described as a revolutionary. He would no doubt admit to living during a tumultuous period of history—one marked by religious and political upheaval and economic and cultural change. But a revolutionary? “Isn’t the word,” he might ask, “usually associated with armed struggle, wars of independence, violent change?” 

And we would have to admit that, at times, revolutionary means all of those things. However, the word is also used to describe someone who introduces a radically new way of looking at life and brings about fundamental change, a person who inspires us by word and deed to take up fresh ways of thinking and behaving, an individual who is open to the Spirit of God, who challenges the status quo, is visionary, innovative, daring, and bold. Yes, the word revolutionary fits quite well when used to describe something of the character of a person like Marcellin Champagnat. 

And so, as we celebrate his feast this evening, we cannot help but look at three ways in which the founder was a revolutionary and what each means for us today. 

First of all, some of Marcellin’s troubles began when he allowed himself to become involved with the Holy Spirit. Now, taking God seriously is never easy and in their respective relationships with Him Jacob wrestled, Moses bargained, Mary questioned, Peter denied, and Thomas doubted. So we all realize that a relationship with God can be fraught with danger and that depending upon what the Almighty has in mind, it can change our lives. 

But the founder was not satisfied with a relationship alone. No, he gave God free reign. In time, the indwelling of God’s Spirit became his charism, and he began to do things that surprised everyone. For example, he moved out of the presbytery and into the house of our early brothers. By changing locations, at the very least, he took a step down in his standard of living. For those young men did not have much in terms of material comforts: a roof over their heads, a place to sleep, something to eat but not much else. 

Next, the founder took to doing construction work. Some of his fellow clergy, considering such labor to be beneath their station in life, struggled to make sense of his behavior; they speculated that he was going mad. And for many it seemed there was some evidence to support this point of view. After all, the founder was putting up what many considered to be an enormous building in light of the number of recruits he had on hand and his lack of money to pay for it. But people who become involved with the Holy Spirit act this way. 

Today, however, many of us certainly don’t. No, we who have publicly professed our firm resolve to live radically the gospel message as the aim and purpose of our lives cite prudence, counsel caution, discretion, good sense, we call attention to economic realities, and we worry about retirement. One must wonder: who has gone mad! And so, we need to ask ourselves this evening: Do we really believe that the Spirit of God so active in the life of Marcellin Champagnat longs to live and breathe in you and me today? And if we do believe it, are we willing to give God’s Spirit free reign?

Second, Marcellin founded his Little Brothers to make Jesus known and loved among poor children and young people in particular. Having experienced first hand the love of Jesus and Mary, the founder wanted to give that gift to all whom he met but especially those beginning the journey of life. 

Marcellin was a man of practical vision, an innovator. And so for him, education was more than a process used to pass along some facts and figures or even points about our faith. Rather, he understood it as a powerful means for forming and transforming the minds and hearts of children and young people. Education was a means for evangelizing, not an end in itself. 

And his approach to education was revolutionary. Wanting his early brothers to make a significant difference in the lives of the young people entrusted to them, he encouraged them to form a type of relationship with those in their care that was uncommon in early 19th century France. “Love your students,” he said, “pray for them, and work to earn their respect.” In a country where one historian of the period was moved to describe most who entered the teaching profession as, “irreligious drunkards, immoral and the dregs of the human race,” what Marcellin was preaching to his first brothers was revolutionary indeed. 

This evening, these same challenges go out to all of us associated with the Institute, brothers and lay partners alike. And so, we must ask ourselves: are the institutions and other works in which we serve committed to helping young men and women to make Jesus the center and passion of their lives. And to do so to such an extent that they can do little else but take his gospel message seriously? We can only achieve this end if we are in the midst of young people, willing to give them our time without counting the cost, and doing it in Mary’s way: with simplicity.

Finally, the founder set about establishing a religious Institute. He understood that our way of life was not part of the hierarchical structure of the Church but charismatic in nature. It was never meant to be domesticated For at its best, our way of life is the Church’s living memory of what it longs to be, can be, and must be. This is religious life’s prophetic role. 

But let us be honest, you and I cannot give what you do not have. And in recent years, some of us in the Institute have become more mirrors of the best and worst values of our respective cultures than the fire upon this earth that we were meant to be. 

Edward Sorin, a priest of the Congregation of Holy Cross, and a group of his Brothers immigrated from France to the US in the early 19th century with this dream in mind: to build a great university in honor of Our Lady. Through hard work and a great deal of sacrifice they accomplished their task and very quickly Notre Dame University began to flourish. 

On the morning of April 23rd, 1879, however, a devastating fire broke out and within a short period had burned the university’s main building to the ground. Many that day thought that the flames had consumed not only the physical plant but the dream of Sorin and his confreres as well. 

Not so. After surveying the ruins and sensing the devastation felt by the entire school community, the now 65 year old priest asked everyone to enter the Church where he addressed them. “I came here as a young man,” he said, “with the dream of building a great university in honor of Our Lady. But I built it too small, and she had to burn it to the ground to make the point. So, tomorrow, as soon as the bricks cool, we will rebuild it, bigger and better than ever.” 

Could anyone but the Holy Spirit be responsible for words such as these, and for the events that followed? Three hundred laborers joined Sorin the following morning and working sixteen hours a day had the building reconstructed in time for the opening of the next school term. 

Some of the best elements of apostolic religious life are illustrated in this tale: zeal, a spirit of faith, endurance, and the absolute audacity to take on great challenges. These qualities were surely evident in the life of Marcellin Champagnat and they need to be visible in each of us today: brother and lay partner alike. 

For the last 40 years, we have used one human means after another in our attempts to renew our way of life. But facilitation, pastoral plans and feasibility studies are but means to an end. For it is a profound revolution of the heart and faith alone that is needed to get the job done. Religious life was never meant to be balanced, professional, with regular hours, clear job descriptions, and all sorts of guarantees. Rather it was meant to entail enough sacrifice to be worth the gift of our lives. 

And so today as we mark the feast of our founder, let us pray that the Spirit of God lights in us the fire of renewal. Let us pray, too, for the courage to be as bold, as daring, and as in love with God as was simple country pastor and son of Mary. May we, like him, be fire upon this earth making Jesus known and loved among poor children and young people. 

Brazil - 08/06/2006

Lecturers and employees meet together at the Pontifical University of Rio Grande do Sul 

REVIEWING HISTORY IN ORDER TO RAISE ONE’S AWARENESS 
Lecturers and employees at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS) participated in a meeting from the 26th to the 28th May, in a milieu that encouraged listening, reflections and dialogue on the identity and the mission of this Institution. 

There were some conferences on higher education in the 21st century, on Marist education and the Catholic university. Discussion groups were also organised as well as an exchange with the Rector. 
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A debate focussed on the works considered by the Director, Joaquim Clotet, as an occasion to deepen our knowledge of PUCRS. 

During the opening, the Brother Rector emphasised that their activity would include three points: 

describing the people who work in the Institution, 

knowing their work environment better and 

committing oneself to the Marist values of the University. 

For the Vice-Rector and the co-ordinator of the project, Brother Evilázio Teixeira, this moment of reflection was an occasion to review the history of the origins of the University; to glimpse the University as a source of innovative solutions and to invent a form of teaching for being at the level of new generations.

These challenges were launched by the lecturers José Gomes Da Silva, from the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, and Pedro Demo, from the University of Brasilia. Manoel Alves, from the Catholic University of Brasilia and Father Érico Hammes, from the PUCRS, treated Marist education and the direction of Catholic universities. 

In the exchange with the Rector, the participants exposed some points of view which were debated by the Rector, the Vice-Rector and their assistants. 

The group reports were presented and discussed in order to improve the daily activities of the PUCRS. 

Since 2001, the first year of these meetings, 1,480 lecturers and members of the administration have participated in them. This year, there were 155 persons. IN August and October, we will continue these reflection days at Porto Alegre.

General House - 06/06/2006

Restructuring of Marist Asia

BROTHER SEÁN PLACED THIS DECISION 
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The journey of restructuring which the Institute commenced in 1993 has taken a little longer in the Region of Asia, than elsewhere in the Institute. Now, the end point is coming into view. 

The process of reflection and consultation has been moving slowly ahead. A further step along the journey was taken at the end of last year when Brother Seán asked the Brothers of the Region of Asia to indicate their preference in relation to two models for the future administrative structure of Asia. More importantly, he also asked them to indicate the reasons for their choice.

During their Plenaries at the beginning of this year, the General Council studied the responses from the Brothers. This was followed by more communication between the General Council and our leaders in the Region. Then, in a letter to each Brothers of the Region, dated April 21st, Brother Seán communicated to the Brothers the decision of the General Council. It was evident that the majority of the Brothers preferred a future structure of two Provinces in Asia, as the better way to ensure the future of our mission in Asia. Brother Sean noted to the Brothers “How encouraging to see the number of you who valued the international nature of our Institute, and saw the future of Marist Asia as an international one.” 

One new Province will join together the existing Provinces of China, Philippines and the District of Korea. The other Province will make permanent the new structure that has the Sector of India combined with the Province of Sri Lanka – Pakistan. A new Province will be created for these three countries. Further reflection is to occur in relation to our ministries currently in Japan, Cambodia, and East Timor. In his letter, Brother Seán expressed the hope that the new structures would be in place by the middle or end of 2007. 

After acknowledging the challenges that still lie ahead, he thanked the Brothers. “With your good will and active participation, we have arrived at an important decision that will affect the future of our life and mission in your continent. We believe that this decision will best ensure the viability and vitality of Marist life in the region.”

In concluding his letter to the Brothers, Brother Seán placed this decision, and its implications, within the context of our spirit:

Yes, there is much to do. As well, we have the opportunity together to create a future which is bold and responsive to the needs of our day. Our mission demands this of us. Such audacity is part of our heritage. Were Marcellin at our elbows today, we know he would be encouraging us forward. His vision was always focused on the evangelization of young people – in every place in the world. His vision was universal not parochial, and his heart courageous not timid. As Marcellin’s Little Brothers, may we be worthy of our Father. 

Australia - 05/06/2006

Lay Partnership Update

'LIVING CHAMPAGNAT’S VISION' AT SANTA TERESA (LTYENTYE APURTE) 2006 
Slowing down and taking in the people and the land was the experience for us as we gathered for the first “Living Champagnat’s Vision” programme in Ltyenge Apurte, an Aboriginal community about 80 kilometers outside of Alice Springs. Marist Brothers have been present in this community for many years and it is through their relationship with the community that we are privileged to visit such a special place today. We were welcomed onto the land by one of the women elders, Agnes. She performed a smoking ceremony for us and we were all invited to step forward and be cleansed – an experience of purification and reclaiming of our boundaries. This was a very tangible experience of reconciliation.

The Church has painted on its walls the story of Creation and the New Testament through the eyes of Arrente women. We were invited to reflect on this story and the Marist story along with our own stories over the next two days. It is hard to capture the highlight of this time together as there were numerous ‘moments’. The morning prayer greeting the sun, the quiet time reflecting, the interaction with the community, particularly the children as they visited us during our sessions, the bush dinner with a roaring fire and songs to sing! This led us all to a deeper appreciation of being Marist today.

A poem we used on our last day captures the experience of transformation that occurs when you spend time in a place like Ltyentye Apurte:

They have cradled you in custom, they have primed you with their preaching,

They have soaked you in convention through and through;

They have put you in a showcase: you’re a credit to their teaching – 

But can’t you hear the Wild? – it’s calling you.

Let us probe, the silent places, let us seek what luck betide us;

Let us journey to a lonely land I know.

There’s a whisper on the night-wind, there’s a star agleam to guide us.

And the Wild is calling, calling…let us go. (Robert Service). 

Forbes Marist Partnership Group

This group gathered for the launch of the local phase of the Mission Assembly and it seems that the numbers grow each year. Thanks to the warm hospitality of the Brothers’ community and the ongoing commitment of Steve Dwyer, who facilitates the group. 

Germany - 01/06/2006

The Marist Brothers - 80 years at Mindelheim

THE MARIST SECONDARY SCHOOL CAN RECALL A GREAT PAST 
[image: image5.jpg]


The Marist secondary school and boarding college have celebrated their Champagnat celebration, the feast day of the school. 

It was eighty years ago that the school, the boarding college and the juniorate were opened at Mindelheim, in Bavaria. The school has nearly 2000 students today. The diocese of Augsbourg has had the direction of the school for the last ten years. The boarding college and the day boarding facility (Tagesheim) are under the responsibility of the Marist Brothers. There are currently 185 students in the boarding college.

The Marist secondary school with the boarding college and the day boarding facility belongs to one of the best religious teaching institutions in Germany. One hundred and twenty teachers and fifteen supervisors and a few brothers work together at Mindelheim in the spirit of Marcellin. 

A solemn Mass was celebrated by Bishop Anton Losinger from Augsbourg.

Two expositions on the history of the Marist secondary school and on the community of brothers, as well as an exposition of crosses gave the celebration a solemn setting. Some drama, games and sport added to the celebration. 

About 2500 to 3000 visitors, former students, parents, friends and current students enjoyed the meeting with friends from past years. The reason was the eighty year jubilee of the Marist secondary school. Friends, the parents association, the fund-raising organisation and the Marist foundation of the boarding college and other groups took care of the food, the drinks and the entertainment during the Champagnat celebration. 

The history of the “Marist Brothers and the Marist secondary school” is printed in a small booklet. It shows the development of the school since its beginnings until today, with photos and diagrams and plenty of information. The Marist secondary school can recall a great past and try to always follow its motto: “United in the effort for the good of youth”. (Veribus unitis pro salute juventutis).

This was a great Marist celebration, a great family celebration, celebrated on the day of Marcellin Champagnat’s baptism. 

Brother Heinrich Schamberger 
MARIST BULLETIN
Internet
Marist Bulletin 250 - 08/06/2006 

An interview with Brother Clemente Ivo Juliatto, Rector of the PUC of Curitiba 
Marist Bulletin 249 - 01/06/2006
Saint Marcellin Champagnat: A dream scultured in marble 

Marist Bulletin 248 - 25/05/2006
Marist blog | The month of Mary 

Marist Bulletin 247 - 18/05/2006
Novitiate of Matola - Mozambique 

Marist Bulletin 246 - 12/05/2006
The anthropological foundation of the family, according to Benedicto XVI - Preparation of the 5th World meeting of the families 

Marist Bulletin 245 - 04/05/2006
Message of Benedict XVI for 43rd Day of Prayer for Vocations

MARIST BLOG
Internet
Br. Luis García Sobrado - Biblical metaphors 
* In Haste' (Luke, 1,39)

* A blog that invites you to contemplative prayer 

Br. Emili Turú - What do you see in the night? (Isa 21:11) 
* One heart, one mission
[image: image1.wmf]* Signs of hope

Br. Théoneste Kalisa Ruhando - On the subject of a vocation
* A spark!

* On the subject of the culture of a vocation 

Br. Pau Fornells [image: image6.png]- Widen the space of the tent! (Is 54,2)
* Can we be brothers and, in a certain sense, clerical?

* Towards a new ecclesial ecosystem
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