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NEWS ON OUR WEB SITE
21st June -  4th July, 2006
General House - 04/07/2006

Annual meeting of the Marist Patrimony Committee

THE MARIST FAMILY SHARES ABOUT ITS COMMON PATRIMONY 
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The brothers who are members of the Patrimony Committee, André Lanfrey, co-ordinator (France), Paul Sester (France), Henri Réocreux (France), Michael Green (Australia), Aureliano Brambila (Mexico), Ivo Strobino (Brazil) and Jaume Parés (Spain), met in Rome to share about the past and future work of the Committee.

On this occasion, there was a daylong meeting with other representatives of the Marist Family, the fathers, sisters and missionary sisters, to share on the works that each congregation is carrying out. 

This meeting gave Brother André Lanfrey the opportunity to present a reflection on a common theme: Marist Brothers of a Society of Mary of the Hermitage? The definition of the Society of Mary as being the Society of Marist Fathers “made the Society of Fathers the guardian of a level of authenticity that made the brothers, sisters and the third order of laypeople collaborators,” according to Brother André Lanfrey. This definition led the other branches to specify the nature and extent of their links with the Marist Fathers. Brother André Lanfrey suggests that Champagnat was thinking of a distinct association, without merging with the Marist Fathers, where brothers and fathers would live together at the Hermitage in total equality. In fact, it happened that the fathers were freed from a union that threatened their identity and, in their turn, the brothers were freed from a possible tutelage of the fathers. Brother André Lanfrey concludes that Champagnat founded the Little Brothers of Mary as being the Society of Mary of the Hermitage, the reason for which the brothers have never disputed the name of the Society of Mary with the Fathers.

This idea of Brother André Lanfrey would make an interesting subject of debate on the origins of the congregations and could occupy some future exchanges, especially amongst researchers.

During this meeting, the future research and publications by members were itemised. They would also like to publish an up-to-date catalogue of computerised historical sources.

General House - 03/07/2006

Meeting of new Provincials and District Superiors

VISITING ROME TO HAVE A BETTER AWARENESS OF THE SERVICES OF THE GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

The brothers of the General Council organise a meeting every two years for the Provincials and District Superiors who are starting their first mandate in order to share with them the policies of the Institute and procedures of government. For this reason, Brothers Provincial Lauro Hochscheidt, (Río Grande do Sul), Joseph McKee, (Europe Centre-Ouest/West Central Europe), Ndawala Lawrence, (África Austral/Southern Africa), Christian Mban, (Nigeria), Robert Teoh, (China) and the District Superiors Sylvain Yao, (África del Oeste/Afrique de l’Ouest/West Africa) et Kenneth McDonald, (Melanesia) gathered at Rome from the 21st to the 28 June.

They made contact with those responsible for the various services of the General Administration to have a better awareness of their functioning. Brother Juan Miguel Anaya, Procurator General, informed them on the canonical aspects of their task as Provincial or District Superior, on the procedures for admission to vows and the solutions of special cases. 
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The Religious Life Commission presented the new Bureau for Vocations and the priorities set by the Provinces and Districts during the Marist Vocation Year. This Commission also looks after initial formation, community life and spirituality, as well as the writing of a document on Marist apostolic spirituality.

Brother Jean Ronson, Secretary General, gave the orientations and procedures of the General Secretariat and the archives while Brother Giovanni Bigotto spoke about the causes of the saints.

The Mission Commission explained the preparation of the first Marist International Mission Assembly and the activities that the new Bureau for the Laity is planning. BIS presented its way of working to encourage solidarity and its project of the promotion of the rights of the child at Geneva. The implications of the Project ad gentes for the Institute and its perspectives were also presented to the new Provincials and District Superiors. 

The Commission on the Evangelical Use of Goods gave an exposé of the philosophy of the General Administration on this subject and the creation of a new Bureau. Then, the Econome General gave some information concerning the finances of the Institute and the Solidarity Funds proposed by the 20th General Chapter.

The Director of Communications gave a résumé of the written publications, printed or computerised, sent to all the houses of the Institute, specifying their numbers and their cost.

Brother Seán Sammon offered a reflection on the pastoral role of the Provincial. 

The intensity of the programme had to cope with hot and humid temperatures of Rome, from which we were able to escape on the Sunday 25th June to visit Subiaco.

General House - 30/06/2006

Celebration of 50 years of religious life

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF BROTHERS GAUDENCIO GONZÁLEZ AND JUAN ARCONADA 

The communities of the General House celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of the profession of Brothers Gaudencio González and Juan Arconada, remembering their professions that were made at Avellanas and Pontós. The celebration gathered all the brothers around the altar, sharing their joy and their gratitude for the fidelity of God towards these two confrères.

At the Gloria of the Mass, Brother Gaudencio spoke of his gratitude: “Fifty years for us to rejoice, fifty years to celebrate your goodness, fifty years to celebrate your love and fidelity… Thank you Lord! Thank you for my parents and my brothers, for their faith and their hope, thank you for their generosity! Thank you for my companions who preceded me in Marist life and who always encouraged me! Thank you for Mary and Marcellin, who accompanied my first steps in my formation! Thank you for so many persons who have crossed my path and who have helped me to grow and mature! Thank you for the communities who have assured me of a loving home! Thank you to those who are accompanying me in this celebration!”

Brother Juan’s gratitude was expressed in unity with his brothers: “I praise you Lord and I give you thanks for the great love with which you have loved me and that you continue to show me. I give thanks Lord for your fidelity throughout these fifty years. You have been patient, merciful, understanding and you have had confidence in me, despite my limits and my faults. I thank you for your goodness, shown in my brothers, my parents, my friends and so many people who have been by my side throughout my life and who have kept me close to You. Bless them, Lord! Thank you, Lord!”

At the end of the Mass, Brother Onorino Rota, Superior of the community, gave them a precious icon of the Holy Family to symbolise the affection and the gratitude of all the brothers for the gift of their lives. 

Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General, also shared a few words on behalf of the General Council: “Nowadays, to remain faithful for fifty years is a rare event in many cultures. We are thus doubly blessed today as Gaudencio and Juan celebrate this anniversary. 

However, what we celebrate this afternoon, is not the time or the perseverance of these two confrères, or the fact that they have arrived at this moment of their life in full possession of their faculties, full of hope and full of energy. What we are truly celebrating today is the proof of the fidelity of God in the life of each of them. A God to whom they consecrated themselves in poverty, chastity and obedience a half century ago, a God who has accompanied them through the highs and lows of life.

Each one of them, according to his personal style, is a special gift for our community; Gaudencio with his attention to details, his creativity, his tact for celebrations or his quite simple fraternity; Juan with his talent as an organiser, his economic sense and gift for planning, his smile, optimism and spontaneous jokes. Both of them work a great deal, taking part in the life of our community and giving us an example through their lives and their talents. We are thus abundantly pampered!”

Ghana - 27/06/2006

Five novices of four nationalities have pronounced their first vows 

DISTRICT OF WEST AFRICA: THE FAMILY INCREASES 
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On Saturday the 17th June, there was a great celebration at the regional Novitiate of Sabin-Akrofrom, which serves the Province of Nigeria and the District of West Africa. A group of five novices of four nationalities pronounced their first vows: two from Nigeria and three from the District which represents respectively Chad, Liberia and Ghana.

The ceremony took place outside in the gardens of the Novitiate and was presided over by the bishop of Obuasi, Bishop Thomas Mensah, who concelebrated with about twenty priests. As usual in Africa for this type of event, there were many participants: the brothers from the other three communities in Ghana, fifty religious from other congregations and a great number of parishioners from the neighbouring parish of Trede. 

The vows were received by Brother José Antonio Ruiz, District Superior, who was accompanied by Brother Christian Mbam, Provincial of Nigeria. The hymns and the animation of the Eucharist were performed by the parish choir and the group of “Champagnat boys”, created by the Novitiate. The ceremony was followed by a meal shared by most of the participants.

With these professions, the number of brothers in the District of West Africa is now seventy, of whom fifty are originally from the District. 

Mexico - 26/06/2006

First profession and renewal of temporary vows

IN THE SIMPLE CHAPEL OF SANTA CRUZ DE MORELIA, MICHOACÁN 

On Sunday the 18th June, in the city of Morelia, Michoacán, we participated joyfully in the renewal of the consecration of Brothers Fernando Muñoz, Antonio Media Lugo, Alfonso J. Chiquini Méndez, Hugo Pablo Vázquez Zarazúa and Juan Pablo Rivero Flota, as well as the first profession of Brother Ángel Zazueta Muñoz, in the presence of Brother Provincial Víctor Manuel Preciado.

All gathered around the altar, on the dot of midday; more than 200 people took part in the Eucharist to thank God for the gift of the life of our brothers and for the witness of their generous response to the Lord.

The celebration took place in the humble chapel of Santa Cruz, in the district where the interprovincial novitiate of the Assumption is found, the place where Brother Angel Zazueta did his two years of formation, surrounded by simple people as Father Champagnat would have wanted it to be. 

Among the people who accompanied the newly professed were brothers from the two Mexican Provinces, members of their families and friends. 

Let us ask the Lord of life to give our little brothers, in the example of our holy Founder, the perseverance and fidelity necessary to reach holiness.

General House - 23/06/2006

Visit to the General House by the Spanish Ambassador to the Holy See 

TWO EX-STUDENTS FROM THE CRISTO REY DE A CORUÑA MARIST COLLEGE, TOGETHER IN ROME 

On the 16th June, Mr Francisco Vázquez y Vázquez, Spanish Ambassador to the Holy See, made a private visit to the General House. The visit was a sign of friendship and gratitude towards Brother Luis García Sobrado, Vicar General, who had invited him. Both are Galician in origin and were at school together in the Cristo Rey de A Coruña Marist College. 

The visit was held in a climate of cordiality and fraternity. “I come as a student,” he said on the other end of the phone when the details for the visit were being finalised. In the quick tour of the house given to him on his arrival, we must highlight the visit to the chapel dedicated to Saint Marcellin which the brothers of the General Council usually use, where he was particularly interested in the explanations offered by Brother Luis García Sobrado about the altar, the reliquary, the statute of the Good Mother and the stained glass windows. 
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At the end of the visit to various parts of the house, the Ambassador greeted the brothers of the General House in the “sala blu” where, through a powerpoint display, several flashes of Mr Vázquez’s activities as a student in the Marist school were shown, as well as some of his achievements during his time as Mayor of the city of A Coruña. After the presentation everyone enjoyed a drink in honour of the Ambassador during which time Brother Luis García Sobrado said some brief words of greeting and gratitude, concluding with the statement “This is your house!” The Ambassador responded to this by saying, “For a former student, to be with the brothers is to be at home.”

The visit concluded with a meal during which the Ambassador was able to talk with the brothers of the General Council who passed on their best wishes to him in his work as Ambassador to the Holy See.

South Africa - 23/06/2006

New Champagnat stained glass window at St Joseph’s Marist School

FATHER CHAMPAGNAT SURROUNDED BY CHILDREN 

As usual, the entire school body of Rondebosch, Cape Town, walked to the nearby St Michael’s parish church for the Champagnat Day celebration led by Archbishop Lawrence Henry in his usual youth-friendly and pastoral style. After the liturgy, staff the school returned to the campus where they assembled outside the school chapel for the unveiling and blessing of a new stained glass window of Champagnat.

This event was the culmination of an undertaking made by some of the lay Marist pilgrims to Rome and Champagnat country in 2005. They committed themselves in before both Br Seán Sammon in Rome and the community at L’Hermitage to commemorate the work of the Brothers in South Africa in some special way.

The new window depicts Father Champagnat in the centre surrounded by children, whose complexion, hair and faces are based on those of typical youngsters at this school. The lower panel includes a pallid lad as the dying Jean-Baptiste Montagne whose red scarf alludes to those bloody times of revolution and war. Champagnat is depicted as an inspired youngster – obviously borrowed from the window in the Hermitage chapel as a link to our roots. Apart from the faces of the youngsters, there is another local feature. An outline of Devil's Peak appears in the top panel. This striking mountain dominates the campus. 

During the short blessing ceremony the artist, Diane Page, displayed her painting on which the final work is based and highlighted its essential elements. Before undertaking her work, she had visited the classes and taken pictures of current learners and based her images on some of those faces. She advised the students to look carefully - they might even recognise themselves in the window! 

Then, Jan Bitenco, the craftsman of Romanian origin, explained the processes involved in converting an artistic work on canvas into his medium of speciality – stained glass.

Thanks to the initiative and drive of our pilgrims, funds were raised from former students and others to make the project possible. A second window is already being completed and will be installed in the near future.

Guatemala - 22/06/2006

Meeting at Chichicastenango

YOUNG MARISTS 

Seventy years ago the brothers arrived in Guatemala to look after a school in the capital. Champagnat’s dream started to be developed in this country and today it continues to delight many brothers, teachers, parents and young people from different environments.
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The Marist presence in Guatemala, the witness of so many brothers who have given their life, the joy that we feel in being Marist were the reasons for our meeting of the 3rd and the 4th June. There were 175 young people (brothers. students, former students and members of the REMAR movement) to share, reflect, pray and celebrate the gift that the Spirit had given to Marcellin and which we have inherited.

The place chosen was Chichicastenango, in the department of El Quiché, where the brothers have been present since 1985 and where they direct the Quiché Technological Institute. The different schools and parishes where there is a Marist presence in Guatemala converged on this place.

During the period of reflection, Brother Adolfo Cermeño, Provincial of América Central, invited us to discover the essential elements of the Marist charism that Marcellin had passed on to us in his Spiritual Testament. The testimony of Mrs Carmelina, a laywoman who was trained with the brothers of Chichicastenango and who now works as a catechist in the parish, invited us to live the Marist charism in every place and situation.

The meeting also included an artistic festival, reflections in small groups, a drawing of a mural and the celebration of the Eucharist. We felt sent by the Spirit of the risen Jesus, to realise the dream of Marcellin which fills us with enthusiasm and hope.

Argentina - 21/06/2006

Temporary profession of two brothers

MARIST PROVINCE OF CRUZ DEL SUR 

On Sunday the 11th June there was the temporary profession of Brothers Diego Leroy and Maximiliano Berone, both scholastics in the new formation community of Barrio Lugano in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Taking advantage of the visit of our Brother Superior General, we asked Brother Seán to receive the vows of these young brothers for their second temporary profession.

The celebration was held in the Macnab Bernal College, adjacent to the House of Formation, in the presence of about fifty brothers from the nearby communities, some families, educational authorities and family members of the brothers.

Everyone celebrated the feast of the Holy Trinity and the consecration of our brothers.

After the Mass, we continued with a lunch which was marked by a spirit of fraternity. 

Many young brothers accompanied us in this celebration of Marist religious life.

RECEIVED BOOKS
Internet
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	La escuela que olvidó su oficio. Cómo eliminar la violencia en la escuela
José maría Valero García
Publicaciones Instituto Calasanz de Ciencias de la Educación
Madrid - 2006
España

	
	

	[image: image8.jpg]



	Nuestros modelos de santidad marista

Fr. Giovanni Bigotto, fms
Instituto de Hermanos Maristas
Roma - Junio 2006
Casa general
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	From Capcir to the Casbah – A life given, blood poured out

Alain Delorme, fms
Translation: Leonard Voegtle, fms
The Istitute of marist Brothers – General House, Rome
April 2006
General House
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	Era nuestro hermano - El hermano Basilio Rueda Guzmán -2006: décimo aniversario de su muerte

De El Hermano BasilioRueda Guzmán y las virtudes cristianas, del H. José Flores García, Editiorial Progreso, 2005, México.
Editor : Instituto de los Hermanos Maristas
Casa General - Febrero 2006
Casa general
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	150 ans de présence mariste en Belgique (1856-2006)

Rédaction du teste: Fr. Édouard Blondeel
Illustrations: Fr. Roberto di Troia
Belgique
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	Características de la Educación Marista

Padres maristas
2006
Español, Français, English
Italia
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	Diretrizes nacionais da Pastoral Juvenil Marista

Brasil Marista
Comissão Nacional de Evangelização de Adolescentes e Jovens
Secretariado Interprovincial Marista
FTD - São Paulo - 2006
Brasil
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	Minha caminhada de Irmão marista

Em comemoração dos 70 anos de vida marista (1935-2005)
Ir. Egídio Luis Setti
São Paulo - Dezembro 2005
Brasil
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	Por un compromisso solidario a la luz del Reino de Dios 

Salvador Torre Lópes, fms
Marzo 2006
D.R. SIPCE Editorial
México
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