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7th – 19th September, 2006
Sri Lanka - 13/09/2006

The vocation camp with a difference 
DID NOT OUR HEARTS BURN WITHIN US WHILE HE TALKED TO US ON THE ROAD? 
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Our vocation camp for the year 2006 was duly held at the Marist Aspirancy Home in Negombo from 25th to 27th August. There were participants from places such as Kaluthara, Moratuwa, Ja-ela, Bopitiya, Seeduwa, Negombo, Wennappuwa, Bingiriya and Kalpitiya.

The theme of the camp was “ Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the road.” (Lk. 24:32a)

This year our Lay Partners took a positive step forward to support the Brothers in charge of the camp and guide the students in many a useful way. (Lk. 24:32a)

Some of them stayed the whole time where as others joined the camp whenever possible.

On 25th evening at 6.00p.m the camp started with a short prayer service. It was followed by an activity where the participants could get to know each other. Mr. Jeffrey a teacher from Maris Stella College animated this session. By 7.30p.m the students had their supper. By 8.30p.m again they had another session in knowing one another. After that they all had some selected psychological tests where they could reveal their inner selves.

Then the objectives and the expectations of the camp was explained to students along with the time table that they had to follow Our senior novices, Udara, Robinston and Ben were there round the clock to supervise the boys till they retired and they attended to all other odd needs of the students. The boys liked their company very much.

Mr. Neil a teacher from Holy Cross College with Robinston made the students undergo some physical exercises on Saturday Morning. After a cup of coffee Brother Sandalal and Miss Thushari (from Maris Stella College) conducted a beautiful meditation in the serene atmosphere of the morning hour.

The Holy Eucharist followed it where students had time to pray for their future vocation.

The rest of the time was limited for Interviews and competency evaluation for languages. Brothers Chinthana, Sandalal, Nicholas and Joseph Peiris interviewed each student on selected areas such as Motivation, family background, mental capacity, prayer life and spirituality. Mr. Neil checked the physical fitness and the health history of each student. Mr.Geffery tested the English language ability and Miss Thushari evaluated the competency for Sinhala language of every participant. .

In the evening the students had time for manual labour and games and the novices and teachers closely supervised them.

That evening they had lectures on 

1. Vocation in the Bible 

2. The difference between Religious Life and Priesthood,

3. Marcellin Chamapagnat and the first Marist Brothers 

4. Marist Brothers in the World. 

Brother Michael De Waas, the Provincial Superior paid a visit to the boys and enlightened them as to how they should proceed along their long journey to Brotherhood. Brothers Sandalal, Roshan, Joseph Peiris were the lecturers. 

On Sunday morning after the meaningful liturgical service there was an interesting panel discussion. Brothers Sandalal, Godfrey,Joseph , Roshan , Ben and Mrs Lumin Fernando took part in the discussion. Each shared their life story and the challenges they face in their different vocations. It was very creative and the students had a lot of questions to ask. 

Then it was the time for evaluation and the preparation of the future action plan. It was followed by lunch. After lunch the students dispersed away happily. 

Italy - 13/09/2006

One step closer to the document on Marist apostolic spirituality 
THE WRITING COMMISSION GETS DOWN TO BUSINESS 
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Eight days of work during the holidays were not enough to finish the planned tasks. The Writing Commission for the document on Marist apostolic spirituality received numerous contributions during the second phase of the consultation. The responses came from networks of Marist apostolic spirituality, brothers, laypeople, the General Council and Provincial groups. They were presented collectively or individually.

The five members of the Writing Commission met at Lavarone, far away from the humid heat of Rome, and consecrated the first two days of their meeting to the meticulous reading of the material received and its synthesis. The observations sent were very varied. Taking account of the reactions and of the analysis of the contributions, it was decided to introduce some changes in the document’s plan: the joining of Chapters 1 and 2 and the writing of an entirely new Chapter 1 treating the Marist spiritual identity. In this first chapter, the characteristics of the spirituality of the Marist Brothers which appeared from the formation of the first community in La Valla are treated.

The text has been enriched by biblical references and symbolic images which make it more attractive and more accessible to a greater number of people.

The timeline for the writing of the text anticipates the writing of a base text in English which will be translated and sent to the members of the Commission responsible for this document. This Commission will meet in Rome from the 16th November 2006 onwards. 

Canada - 12/09/2006

Marial exposition at Château-Richer 
MARY THROUGH THE AGES, THE ARTS AND PHILATELY 
Our MARIAL EXPOSITION that focussed on Mary through the ages, the arts and philately will remain, for the community of Château-Richer, among the best memories of this year. In effect, this EXPO, organised thanks to the initiative of Brother Paul-André Lavoie, took place between the month of Mary and the 15th August, the patronal feast day of the Institute. It attracted more than one thousand visitors. It included more than 12000 pieces. 

We need to stress that this Expo was able to be presented to the public thanks to the co-operation of the brothers of the house, several of whom participated firstly in its preparation and in its material organisation in placing carefully and tastefully all the elements that we wanted to highlight. Several brothers accepted to guide the visitors and to present the various elements on show to them. Among these elements, we were able to include statues and other things of great value that came from the religious patrimony of other religious communities. We are grateful for their co-operation.

We also benefited from the co-operation of some newspapers and magazines who advertised this religious event held on the Beaupré coast. 

A few elements to note
Among the elements of this exposition, I would like to mention five:

1- A large painting on the various titles that have been given to Mary in the litanies. This painting is by a great Italian painter, Le Tintoret (1518-1594). Original or copy: we leave the detail to the experts… “Regina angelorum” presents several chubby angels in its company.

2- Our Lady of the Butterflies. A picture of the Virgin prepared by using the multicolour wings of African butterflies. A loan from the Little Franciscans of Mary. The artist: an African from Bangui, Central Africa. 

3- Philately honouring Mary. A collection, perhaps unique in Canada, of stamps coming from various countries wanting to honour Mary and the servants of Mary. These 11,000 stamps occupied 8 large albums. 

4- Marial publications. We showed quite a number of volumes treating the Virgin Mary, some coming from our former Marial library at Valcartier founded in 1965 but, unfortunately, a collection that was not followed up. 

5- Some statues, numerous and varied, that created a happy impression. This demonstrated to us the vigour of religious artistic art. Thanks to the religious communities who loaned us the majority of these statues.

Let’s open the Visitors Book
The VISITORS BOOK in which visitors could write their personal comments reveals the effect that this EXPO could have on some people. Here are a few extracts that particularly show the impact that such an activity can have on visitors. 

• I am amazed at the beauty and the spiritual richness that is here before my eyes. 

• This exposition can invite many people to pray and to thank Mary under so many names. 

• What a beautiful occasion to deepen our Marial knowledge!

• I thank the Lord for having inspired you to realise such an exposition to the glory of our heavenly Mother.

• Congratulations! So beautiful! Thank you for looking after these magnificent works and giving us a sense of Mary. 

• A beautiful day with Mary!

• What spiritual richness and so well presented! We are happy that we were able to visit this exposition, guided by an extraordinary man!

• Thank you for having made us discover Mary under all these facets. 

• May Mary come close to us each day with her Son and may we love him tenderly.

• Bravo for this brilliant exposition which has boosted my Marial piety. So many memories! 

• The Marists must work to make Mary loved, our Good Mother and Ordinary Resource. This is what you have done with this exposition. 

• Marial beauties, you fascinate us! Our thanks to the Marist hearts for having given us this rich Marial patrimony. 

• Thank you for the background music during the Marial visit. We pray with musical and artistic beauty. 

Unfortunately we must stop this short summary here even though we find ourselves before hundreds of testimonies varying between a signature, one line, to an entire full page, testimonies that deserve to be known!

From where did these visitors come? 
Several indicated this in signing the Visitors Book. 

Ontario, Niagara Falls, Cochrane, North Bay, Pain Court, Sorel Tracy Sherbrooke, Quebec, Montreal, Bordeaux (France), Obala (Cameroon), Sayabec, Ste-Foy, St-Ferréol des Neiges, Zimbabwe, Chicoutimi, Drummondville, Granby, Thetford, Malawi, Toronto, St-Hyacinthe, Laval, La Baie, Longueil, etc., etc.

A Marial visit is a praying pilgrimage
A small group of visitors wanted to make this like a Marial pilgrimage… After having slowly walked through the exposition, led by a guide, with all the elements on show, they started to pray and to sing together before a large statue of Our Lady. The organiser of this visit improvised a magnificent prayer as a charismatic soul would know how to do, a prayer that the guide wanted to record thanks to a tape recorder. One of them asked if they could make an offering for the pleasure of having experienced a visit of such quality… an offering that would allow us to improve such an exposition in the future. 

Future Marial expositions

They will next take place at Champagnat College Iberville, Laval College and in the Mgr Vachon Pavilion.

Brother Laurent Potvin 

Brazil - 12/09/2006

Continental meeting on Marist youth ministry 
A POSSIBLE DREAM 
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At Mendes, from the 25th to the 30th August, twenty-two representatives, brothers and laypeople, came together from the Provinces of America (except Canada who could not attend) for the Continental meeting of Marist youth ministry. This important meeting continued the work of previous meetings. It had been convoked by the Mission Team that depends on the General Council’s Mission Commission; Brothers Emili Turú, Juan Miguel Anaya and Ernesto Sánchez represented the General Administration. 

At the end of the meeting the participants wrote an open letter which we have reproduced here: 

Mendes, 29th August 2006

“We are close to young people in their actual life-situations.” C 83

Dear brothers and lay animators of Marist youth ministry in America, 

The desire to respond to the calls of the young people of our times enflames our hearts and nourishes the dream of building a civilisation of love. Moved by this spirit that accompanies us throughout all our reflections and analyses of youth ministry in America, we met together to share the reality of the young people of our Provinces and to see if we could create a structure of animation and organisation of the Marist youth ministry in America. 

We started our meeting with a long time of sharing on youth ministry in our Provinces: its success, errors and shortcomings perceived in our journey. 

We benefited from the presence of Father Hilario Dick, so attentive to the world of the young and so passionate about it. He enlightened our meeting by reflecting on the reality, the challenges, the new projects and the youth movements in Latin America. The role of the Marists in the formation of young people in America particularly attracted our interest.

In working together, we discovered our common needs and we have regrouped them in five challenges that encourage us to enliven our youth ministry. We realise the importance of assuring the animation and the accompaniment of pastoral activities in our Provinces according to personnel and resources, and in harmony with vocations ministry. We see the need to insert ourselves more and more in the ecclesial and social milieux. Finally, we have proposed the formation of a sub-commission of the Mission Commission in America in order to encourage the organisation and the co-ordination of our ministry action.

We have appreciated the experience of this fraternal meeting, the disposition of hearts for sharing the cultural diversity in different languages, the experience of faith during moments of prayer, the joy of a common charism and the sincere desire to contribute to the formation of young people. All of these elements contribute in making this dream possible.

We are grateful for the chance of having been able to participate in such a rich and important moment for the Marists in America. 

May Mary and Champagnat continue to bless our mission of evangelisation of young people!

With one heart and one mission,

The brothers and laypeople who participated in the meeting 

Brazil - 11/09/2006

National meeting of Marist directors 
MISSION AND MANAGEMENT OF EDUCATIONAL WORKS 
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Conferences, thematic groupings, work groups and discussions marked the 2nd National Meeting of Marist Directors, from the 20th to the 23rd August. In the tranquil city of Mendes in Rio de Janeiro, 270 directors were able to become more aware of management trends in educational works, to discuss their possibilities and to study experiences in order to respond to their challenges. 

Among the principal conferences, we would like to mention that of Mr Roberto Prado, Director of the Association of Catholic Education of São Paulo and Executive Director of the Syndicate of Special Schools of São Paulo; he spoke about the current situation and of Catholic education. Brother Clemente Juliatto, former rector of the PUCSP, spoke of Marist direction. Father Edênio Valle treated the way of uniting spirituality to management. Brother Emili Turú, General Councillor of the Marist Brothers, Rome, discussed the importance of the direction in guiding the Marist mission. 

In a time marked by complexity, technological advances, choices, forces that strongly influence the school, the directors had the opportunity to participate in thematic groupings on management (knowledge and communication, human relationships, business, mission and on-going formation). Working as a team, the accent placed on results, the harmony between the needs of a family in constant change, the consistency with mission and the values of the institution, the teaching of the organisation, etc. were some of the numerous challenges on the agenda of the directors and administrators. 

This meeting started on the Sunday evening in the presence of the Provincials, Brothers Lauro Hochscheidt (Rio Grande Do Sul), Claudino Falcheto (Brasil Centro-Norte) and Tercílio Sevegnani (Brasil Centro-Sul) and of the President of the Marist Union of Brazil, Brother Manoel Alves. The meeting brought together delegations of directors coming from the various states. Brother Emili Turù, General Councillor, read a message sent by Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General of the Marist Brothers.

The meeting was organised by the Inter-Provincial Marist Commission under the responsibility of Brother Wellington Mousinho and co-ordinated by Brother Acádio Heck.

Haiti - 11/09/2006

The Province of Canada transfers its mission of Haiti to that of México Occidental 
THE HEALTH OF SEVERAL BROTHERS HASTENS THIS EVENT 
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On the occasion of the 10th Assembly of the Conference of Latin American Provincials at Los Teques in Venezuela, the General Council had supported the request of the Province of Canada to transfer its Marist mission of Haiti to another Province in the region due to the difficulties in finding brothers to animate the mission of this country. 

The Provincial Council of the Province of México Occidental, after having consulted the brothers of the Province during their assembly on the 31st March 2005, took up the challenge to incorporate the sector of Haiti into the Province. The General Council had planned to effect this transfer during the General Conference in Sri Lanka in September 2005 but after meeting with the Provinces of Arco Norte during this Conference, it was decided to postpone this after having undertaken exchanges on the restructuring in the region. 

At the start of June 2006, the Brother Provincial of Canada sent a report to the General Council, describing the current difficulties in starting the school year in Haiti in September mainly due to the health problems of several brothers and Brother Cloutier suggested the acceleration of this transfer.

Profiting from the presence in Rome of Brother Víctor Preciado, Provincial of México Occidental, who had come to a meeting of the International Council of Financial Affairs, of which he is a member, the General Council spoke with him and approved, in principle, the transfer of the mission of Haiti to the Province of México Occidental. As from this time, contact between the Provinces of México Occidental and of Canada started in order to fix the conditions and procedures of the transfer. 

Kenya - 08/09/2006

Brother Pedro Ost participates in the meeting of Major Superiors of Africa 
THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU FOR THE EVANGELICAL USE OF GOODS STARTS HIS ACTIVITIES 
One of the first activities of Brother Pedro Ost, Director of the Bureau for the Evangelical Use of Goods, was to participate in the meeting of Major Superiors of Africa at Nairobi from the 24th to the 28th July, to explain to them the policies of the Bureau and to share with them some ideas on the organisation and the management of finances in the Provinces of Africa. 

One of the basic ideas for giving the life of the Institute to the evangelical use of goods is to organise better the accounting procedures of communities, works and Provinces and to establish an economic management model in harmony with that of the Institute. 

At the meeting of brothers, the plan proposed by this bureau was very well accepted as an efficient management tool. This plan anticipates that the General Council, BIS, the Bureau of Evangelical Use of Goods and the Provinces of Africa will work together. 

The analysis of the reality of the Provinces reveals that the Provincials are concerned about the financial health of their Provinces, and that management models vary in both communities and works due to the economic and social milieux in which they find themselves. One Province has already put into practice the plan proposed by the Bureau for Evangelical Use of Goods while others are starting to study it with an open mind. 

In the future it will be necessary to harmonise the financial and administrative aspects of each Province in Africa in order to adopt a similar management model, to present the budgets and the balance sheets in a similar manner, to share practical criteria of activities, to train administrators, accountants and competent people to look after finances. 

Spain - 08/09/2006

More human, more brothers, more faithful to God and to Saint Marcellin 
EL ESCORIAL 76 
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On the 3rd August we started a time of grace, thanks to our superiors and to our respective communities who have given us this opportunity to participate in this session. We are grateful also those who are present. It is a grace received that we count on multiplying. 

We come from seven different Provinces, as well as the five brothers of the animation team and a couple who look after the house:

Luiz Klein, Silfredo Luiz and Onorino Moresco (Rio Grande do Sul); Celestino Lozano Montes and Carlos Plaza Pulgar (Cruz del Sur); Alejandro González González (México Occidental); Ricardo Pozas Rodríguez (México Central); Landelino Pérez Jaular (Ibérica); Antonio Pérez Valdeón (Norandina); Moisés Puente Palencia (L´Hermitage), Rufino González de las Heras, Julián Sedano García, Elías Peña Rodríguez and Alfredo Villanueva Sainz (Ibérica); Afonso Levis (Brasil Centro-Sul); Pedro Llamas Pérez and Dori García Fernández (León); Javier Espinosa Marticorena (América Central); Guillermo Rubio Maroto (Monastery of El Escorial).

06.08.06 – 12.08.06- We consecrated our first week to looking once more at our personal story as a story of salvation. On Sunday, we visited our senior brothers at Villalba. We returned encouraged by their testimony of faith and life. 

13.08.06 – 19.08.03 - During the second week, we looked at our story through our relationships. Now we understand better that our identity depends on the number and the quality of our relationships which transform us through love as the source and the aim of this communion. We took the time to analyse our life in community and what we wanted it to be from now on.

21.08.06 – 25.08.06 - The enneagram was our work instrument during the third week to look at ourselves from within, to reflect on our origins, on what nature has given us and what we have made of our lives. 

We discovered that we are now one third of what we were during the first twelve years of our life in order to build what now constitutes our nature. It is the fruit of our life and of our relationships to be loved. 

We discovered also that one third of who we are is the result of our education, of our formation and of our care to form ourselves according to what we believed to be the best for us and according to what our elders expected of us. 

In short, we have been and we are the result of our decisions, whether they be unconscious or ones that we have matured in suffering, meditation, introspection and the grace of God. We have thus accepted who we truly are and we commit ourselves to live who we truly are better since we know we are freely loved. 

We have realised the importance of remaining awake to make decisions that will lead us towards the truth about ourselves in order to have life and to give it in abundance. 

Alfredo Villanueva; Antonio Pérez 

Brazil - 07/09/2006

Perpetual Vows in the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul 
HE HAS CONSECRATED ME… 
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On the 13th August, object of the benevolence and the love of God, Brother ADRIANO BROLLO pronounced his perpetual vows and consecrated himself definitively to the Lord as a Marist Brother in the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul. The ceremony took place in his native area of Marombas, in the district of Brunópolis, SC. 

As Mary, Brother Adriano was also able to say: “The Lord has looked upon me, he has chosen me and has wanted me…”

Our Lady, in her Magnificat, sings that she recognises herself as small and a servant, and that despite her humility and lowliness, God has looked upon her to realise great things in her life. The initiative always comes from God: “He has chosen me; he has wanted me; he has consecrated me.”

Mary teaches us that the people who consecrate their life to God (religious and consecrated laypeople) choose this state of life because they are convinced that God has called them. “It is not I who consecrates myself to God but God who consecrates me.” The ceremonies of entry into religious life, of consecration to the Lord and the profession of vows are occasions that are more or less solemn, where, publicly, the person responds to the call of God on his initiative. Like Mary, the called person says yes to the love of God, to the free choice of which he or she is the object.

Brother Ivo Antonio Strobino 

MARIST BULLETIN
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From Ghana to Algeria passing through the Philippines - Interview with Bro. Francis Attah 
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