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SELECTION OF NEWS APPERED ON OUR WEB SITE
14th – 21st September, 2006
General House - 21/09/2006
A practical manual is being prepared for the use of Provincial Secretaries

ANIMATION AND FORMATION OF PROVINCIAL SECRETARIES 
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In order to better co-ordinate the Provincial Secretaries with the General Secretariat, the General Council thought that the General Administration could do something to harmonise the practical aspects of their common work. 

In December 2004, a group of five people from various parts of the Institute met in Rome under the co-ordination of the Brother Secretary General in order to study the actual needs and to plan a project to be presented to the General Council. This project of animation and formation was also presented to the Provincials during the 7th General Conference. 

Once approved, this project passed on to its realisation phase. From the 10th to the 16th September 2006, a brother from each continent has been present in Rome: Brothers Fernand Dostie from Southern Africa, Anthony Robinson from Sydney, José María Rius from Mediterránea, Isaac Revilla from Norandina and Ivo Strobino from Brasil Centro-Sul. They have deepened their knowledge of the Vademecum of the Brothers Provincial, developed a practical Manual for the use of Provincial Secretaries and prepared a meeting for these secretaries in each of the regions of the Institute. 

Brazil - 20/09/2006

Provincial assembly for the Marist mission - Province of South Central Brazil 
ONE HEART, ONE MISSION 
The 8th September 2006 will remain an important date in the history of the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul as it was on this day that the Provincial Assembly for the Marist mission was held in order to prepare for the International Assembly. It was the result of six months work in which 1,199 brothers and laypeople voluntarily participated in 105 reflection groups. The Assembly was a time of meeting, of sharing and of celebration which brought together about 800 participants coming from the schools, social units, hospitals, communication means, the publishing house and the university. 

The amphitheatre of the Pontifical Catholic University of Paraná was too small to host all the energy and enthusiasm of the Marist hearts present. If the objectives were to celebrate all the work done by the various groups of AIMM and to present a beautiful mosaic with the diversity of people, services and ways of living the charism, it can be claimed that these objectives were completely realised. By each gesture and each look, all manifested their desire to find themselves under the large Marist “tent”.

Three moments of this day merit special attention. Firstly, there were the cultural and artistic presentations which touched all the participants and demonstrated how art is an expressive way to live the charism. Secondly, there was the reflection on the Marist identities of a brother and a layperson, on equal terms, by thinking of the mission and the Marist identity in Brazil and in the Province. Thirdly, there was the presentation of the synthesis of the report realised in the units. This résumé spoke of successes, challenges and reactions; it enriched the discussions and fortified the will of all in contributing to the mission. 
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The day finished with a beautiful eucharistic celebration, presided by the Archbishop of the Sanctuary of Aparecida do Norte and a former student and novice master, Father Raymundo Damasceno. In his homily he spoke of the importance of the Marist Brothers in Brazilian education and the importance of this process of revitalisation by AIMM for the Institute and the Church. 

One heart and one mission. It was the Spirit alive in each local group and in this Provincial Assembly. We have a lot of work ahead of us, a lot of challenges to face, but now we know that we are walking together. The process will be followed in the Province as we prepare ourselves for the Assembly at Mendes in 2007. 

Spain - 19/09/2006

Marist mission assembly in the Province of Compostela 
TEN PROPOSALS FOR THE FUTURE 
The Province of Compostela celebrated its Marist mission assembly in order to prepare for the 1st Marist International Mission Assembly which will be held at Mendez (Brazil) from the 3rd to the 12th September 2007. 

From the 7th to the 9th September 2006, Santiago de Compostela (Spain) welcomed more than one hundred and fifty teachers, representing seventeen schools, other works and the Provincial mission.

The reflection was animated by Dr. D. José Sarrión Cayuelas, Director of the Luis Vives university school, with his presentation: A look at the young people of today and the challenges in education, by Brother Emili Turú, General Councillor, who entitled his presentation: Educators and Marists: something new is in the process of being born, and finally by His Lordship Raúl Berzosa, auxiliary bishop of Oviedo, who centred his presentation on Evangelising by instructing: a mission in the future.

Then, there was the sharing of opinions and experiences in groups to draw out conclusions: 

“The assembly was a starting point” where we verified with hope that “the spirit of Marcellin is alive in Compostela” and that “something new was in the process of being born.” Brothers and laypeople felt “involved in the mission” and “bet on their works and social actions” because they are “a central aspect of the educational and evangelising task.” The Assembly wanted to respond “to the real needs of young people and to the signs of the times and to be interested in the whole person, family and community”, giving a lot of attention to its “interior and spiritual dimension”.

Those who met at Santiago noted that the project-dream of Champagnat “is a current challenge, stronger than ever” that invites “the brothers and laypeople to walk together in order to give it life today.” In order to respond to the signs of the times, as Champagnat did, the following proposals were made: 

1. To propose activities that integrate the entire Marist educational community: parent committees, evangelisation groups, promotion of voluntary work, extracurricular meetings with families, teachers and students etc. To be particularly attentive to the communication between all these people.

2. To promote and give a new creativity to the evangelising action of our centres. To recover or give new life to a joint plan of action for the school (concretion of the Educational Plan of the Centre) with objectives, follow-up and evaluation. This plan must be made by listening to the students and their needs and by giving priority to aspects such as: personal tutors, groups of collaborators, curricular and extracurricular activities…

3. To empower in a real way the solidarity in our centres, implementing the social work of each school and by assuming a clear preference for those more underprivileged than the centre itself (students with more educational or social needs) and of the environment (immigrants). 
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4. To give a new impetus and update to the Marist presence between the students (in school time and in free time) and also to the tutelage as a key educational and global means (personalised attention; surroundings and cares of an affective world); in relation to parents…

5. To stress times of sharing experiences, giving ourselves time to indicate what we do and live in order to know ourselves better, etc. (one could plan three meetings per year with formative and celebrational elements).

6. To develop spirituality more in the classrooms, through workshops or programmes, (realised in work groups) starting with the smallest to the oldest, as well as an adequate pedagogy of prayer. 

7. To give priority to groups (Marcha, Animar) for action and formation, since they are an indispensable tool in the world today.

8. To strengthen animation teams to respond to the concerns raised during this assembly. To promote the greatest commitment of all the teachers in the tasks of animation. 

9. To form and energise in each school mixed Marist fraternities, formed of brothers and of laypeople, open to the students and to their families, who can be inspired by Marist documents and spirituality, and who look after all the spiritual dimensions of the people in order to be transformed in one source of life and evangelisation.

10. To continue to create a style proper to the Marist school (open, familial, point of reference for society) in which a special place is reserved for our distinctive characteristics such as: attention to diversity, close relationships, openness to spiritual values, involvement of the family, commitment to solidarity, accompaniment of the integral development of each student, etc. 

Bolivia - 19/09/2006

50 years of Marist presence in Bolivia 
MARIST EDUCATORS’ MANIFESTO 
We are Marist educators, brothers and laypeople, from the Province of Santa María de los Andes, coming from Roboré, San José de Chiquitos, Santa Cruz, Comarapa and Cochabamba. A representation of brothers from Peru and Chile also joined us. 

We have worked in Bolivia for a long time, offering to the children and young people a liberating project of evangelisation through formal, alternative technical and permanent education, as well as other social services such as: health, cafeteria, boarding schools, and projects of community development. At present, more than 700 educators look after 9,000 students in ten schools. These young people come especially from working-class and marginalised milieux in our country and belong to several religious confessions. 

From the 8th to the 10th September, we gathered at Santa Cruz de la Sierra to celebrate the fifty years of Marist presence in Bolivia and to restate our commitment for continuing to love and serve the children and young people through our Marist educational project. 

We note with concern that our country is experiencing a difficult period, characterised by a strong polarisation and a lack of frank and constructive dialogue to help find a consensus which would lead to a peaceful solution to the impasse. As well, the educational policy of the government expressed in a project of law approved at Sucre concerns us, for it limits the liberty of teaching, promotes a state-controlled and lay education that does not recognise the services rendered by the Church in education and the right of the Church to instruct. It restrains also the right of the parents to choose the education that they want for their children. But, at the same time, we appreciate the proposal of the current government to include sectors which were traditionally marginalised in the process of economic, political and social development of the country and to find better living conditions and a better access to education for the children. 
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The meeting brought together 350 participants who were witnesses to this educational experience of evangelisation, rich and creative, that the Marists have developed everywhere in the country. 

We also went to the sources of our history and of our spirituality to deepen our educational project, born from Marcellin Champagnat, in order to adopt it and translate it today according to the concrete reality of our people. For that, we want to continue to promote a pedagogy based on love, which favours those who are weak and respects diversity, which integrates faith, culture and life, which promotes the search for the meaning of life among the children in a transcendent, Christian and solid perspective, committed to the transformation of our country, which allows teachers to improve themselves constantly through professional and Christian training in order to form “good Christians and worthy citizens”, which recognises the parents as the first educators of their children and which, as a consequence, encourages them to assume their responsibility according to a Marist vision. 

We ask the State to respect the freedom of teaching in the country and to encourage also the initiatives that favour a quality education for the good of the population. 

We ask the Church to always maintain the pathways of dialogue open and to continue to defend valiantly the right to education through Christian values.

We ask the Marist Institute to continue to share with joy and hope the charism given to Marcellin Champagnat by God. 

We ask Marist teachers to constantly progress in their commitment and in their devotion in order to offer a quality evangelising education. 

We ask the students to take up their educational project in a responsible way in order to be able to incarnate in their persons the Marist values that they have received. 

We ask parents who identify themselves more each day with the values of the Marist ideal to assume a greater co-responsibility in the accompaniment of their children. 

Finally, at this time of uncertainty which the country is experiencing, we commit ourselves: to look at reality with the eyes of faith and to develop an attitude of hope and confidence in God who is leading us in history, to be instruments of dialogue, of encounter and understanding which contribute in breaking the current climate of confrontation, to continue to enthuse ourselves in our vocation as Marist teachers, by centring our lives passionately on Jesus and his Gospel, in the way of Mary, to continue to prefer to teach children and young people in need, to offer a quality evangelising education by stressing academic, pastoral and solidarity aspects, and to be creative in our educational responses in order to face the challenges that this new world presents to us and which touch our lives. 

Santa Cruz, 10th September 2006. 

General House - 18/09/2006

Activity of the Brother Superior General 
VISITS TO PROVINCES 
We have already given an account on the web on the 22nd July 2006 of the meeting of Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General, with the young brothers of Brazil at Mendes, from the 14th to the 17th July, in the company of the three Brothers Provincial of Brazil. This meeting gave the young brothers of Brazil the opportunity to speak of their dreams about Marist religious life and what constitutes the foundation and the reason of this life: to follow Jesus in the way of Mary, as Marcellin did.
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For several hours at Logroño, in Spain, on the 18th and 19th July, Brother Seán shared with the capitulants of the Salvatorians his experience of animation of religious life in our Institute.

From the 27th July to the 5th August, he visited the District of Melanesia. He was accompanied by Brother Ken McDonald, District Superior, and he went to the Solomon Islands and Papua New-Guinea to visit the missions and the houses of formation in these two countries. He personally met a lot of brothers and he also participated in the consecration of the new chapel in the school of Mabiri.

After having left the District of Melanesia, he went to the Province of Melbourne in Australia from the 5th to the 12th August to meet Brother Paul Gilchrist, Provincial, and his Council as well as groups of brothers of the Province in Melbourne, Adelaide, and Churchlands. In his presence, the campus of Newman College, Churchlands, was inaugurated, being used for primary and secondary education.

On leaving Australia, Brother Seán headed to Korea to visit this District from the 13th to the 18th August, to animate the annual retreat and to share with the brothers the joy of celebrating thirty years since the arrival of the Marists in this country. During the retreat, inspired partly by his own important circular on mission, he spoke to the brothers about the renewal and revitalisation of the Marist charism in a world which confronts internationalisation. 

Then, he went to the Province of L’Hermitage from the 21st to the 29th August to meet the Provincial and his Council as well as the brothers in the house at the Hermitage and at Llinars del Vallés (Barcelona). His reflection with the brothers was on the Marist mission today and on the apostolic life, insisting on two important challenges: avoiding personal discontentment and reading the signs of the times to undertake the actions judged necessary. 

France - 18/09/2006

To make the spirit of the Hermitage ours 
WE HAVE NOT STOPPED, EVEN THOUGH WE ARE ADVANCING SLOWLY 
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More than a month has passed since the new Commission of Marist Places (see the news on the web dated 2nd May 2006) met for a second time at the Hermitage to reflect on the services that the house of the Hermitage is called to offer in order to pass on the charism of Marcellin Champagnat, not only among the brothers, but also among laypeople and in all the Church, especially at the diocesan level. The meeting had as its aim the identification and definition of the needs of this hospitality centre and the finding of means to respond to this in a satisfactory manner. 

The Commission had already evaluated the proposals of Provinces, Districts, groups that often use the house and of the brothers from the Province of L’Hermitage. In the diocese, groups who often use the house also expressed their desires and all these contributions have greatly helped in the specification of the needs of the addressees. The contribution of a few specific commissions (historical, artistic) needs to be added as well as the important contribution of the General Council who has defined an eventual usage of the house in the future. 

For the moment, the reflection is concrete and precise. How many bedrooms are needed? Will accommodation be provided only in the historical building or also in the scholasticate building? Do we foresee the hospitality of one group only at a time or of several groups at the same time? How do we organise the house without there being interference between the diverse functions? How do we organise the reception of guests? At the end of this exchange on the contributions, a dossier was sent to the architect, Mr Joan Puig-Pey, who was present at the meeting, so that he can elaborate a definitive plan of the redevelopment by the end of December. 

The meeting at the end of July marked the end of a very important stage because the definitive orientations were defined. The long period consecrated to reflection, to meetings and to consultations had as its aim the taking into account of all the contributions in order to arrive at a consensus. For some, this period seemed too long, but the Commission believed it important to act without great haste.

The time to act has arrived and the architect is already developing the plans. He is also seeking a French architect to help him follow up the work, to obtain the necessary authorisations and, especially, to ensure that the procedures are according to French regulations. In January 2007, during the plenary session of the General Council, the definitive project will be presented and the work will start as soon as the plans are approved. 

Magadascar - 15/09/2006

A pioneer work among the Bara tribe 
A PARTICULAR MISSION 
The Ihorombe, in the south of Madagascar, is the region of the Bara tribe, a nomad tribe, a little similar to the Masai of Kenya. Its richness has always been the large number of herds of zebus. Due to their nomad life, the Bara people have always avoided schools. The future of the children and young people was in the beef cattle.

When the Marist Brothers took over the college of Ihosy (capital of the Bara) in 1985, they were immediately posed with the problem of these young people who did not come to school. The first approaches of an apostolate with the young Bara people were made by Brother Alexandre Ramarosandratana. But it was Brother Tiana, himself, the Merina, who became a Bara, heart soul and body and who was adopted by the Bara people as one of their chiefs who would totally look after the education in this tribe. The Bara Mission started in 1996. 
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Brother Tiana proceeded by foundations of small schools: two or three classes for he villages of this nomad people are also very small. At the moment there are nineteen schools and nearly nine hundred students, of whom some are ready to go to university. 

When you think that roads practically do not exist, that you need to cover kilometres on foot, that you need to content yourself with the frugal food of these nomads, building nineteen schools, finding the funds for the buildings, the teachers for the courses and paying them, this has been a colossal success. In order to do this pioneer work, you need to be visionary and audacious. 

The care of education leads also to that of health, as malaria and neuro-malaria are frequent, as are illnesses spread by poor water. The schools also double as a small dispensary with current medicines and the digging of wells to have potable water.

Brother Tiana has also become the advocate of these people with the authorities. Being nomads, they have never thought about obtaining the papers to certify that they own the land. Also, before this juridical void, some multinationals are tempted to take over their land and the government to sell it. But there are also armed bands that kill and steal entire flocks… Sometimes the situation is very tense. Brother Tiana knows he cannot defend the Bara people without becoming fully involved. 

In the silence of prayer, when a new day dawns on the plateau of the Ihorombe, Tiana gives himself to the Lord and also totally to the Bara people, and the effort grows and the battle continues, with the joy of seeing more and more young people coming to the schools and a greater number continuing into secondary. A better elite of the Bara people is being formed. Several hundreds of thousands of Bara people are starting to dream of a different future. (Brother Giovanni Maria Bigotto). 

Cuba - 15/09/2006

A grain of mustard on Cuban soil 
FROM THE PEARL OF THE CARIBBEAN 
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Here in Cuba, there is what we call “the summer for my people” a motto of the Union of young communists to take advantage of the two months of summer in the Cuban way: voluntary work, camping on the beaches, cultural events and musical groups who do a lot of dancing in the many squares and in the parks of the Pearl of the Caribbean.

The summer activities, organised by the youth ministry group for the young people, also provided many occasions for sharing our life in a perspective of faith and of sowing the grain of mustard of the Kingdom among the Cuban youth. 

We want to tell you that our preparatory novena for the feast of the Virgin of the Caridad del Cobre, patroness of Cuba, was very missionary: a mission from door to door to meet children and to restart the catechesis of the children, of adolescents and of young people. Yesterday, 8th September, the churches were packed: curious people, new ones that had never set foot in a church, the faithful of lively and dynamic communities, etc. There is no doubt that Mary of Caridad still remains very Cuban and missionary. 

With the feast of the Virgin of Caridad del Cobre, we also start our new pastoral year of 2006-2007. The house where we live has been recently inundated with children and young people who come in the afternoon to play basketball, football and other games, as well as others who want to learn to play the guitar. Yesterday, we had a Marial catechesis in which we celebrated our Good Mother with this hymn:

“Mother who on Cuban soil 

showers us from on high with your love.

Mother of the poor and those who suffer,

Mother of joy and of sadness.

ALL YOUR CHILDREN, WE ACCLAIM YOU,

VIRGIN MAMBISA, MAY WE ALL BE BROTHERS AND SISTERS!

Mother who in your fields has sown

flowers of peace and of goodness,

give unity to you people,

affectionately sow union.”
May Jesus and Mary of Caridad continue to make the Cuban grain of mustard grow! 

De Cienfuegos, Cuba.

Brother Héctor 

Madagascar - 14/09/2006

Perpetual profession and jubilee of religious life 
MADAGASCAR HAS KNOWN A GREAT INTENSITY OF MARIST LIFE 
Throughout the month of August the Province of Madagascar has known a great intensity of Marist life with moments of joy, but also an unexpected mourning.

Towards the end of the month, the 24th and 25th August, there was a meeting of various representatives from eight colleges of the brothers for the synthesis of reflections of the Marist International Mission Assembly. The great majority of laypeople contributed a great deal of enthusiasm and showed themselves to be happy to participate so closely to the mission of the brothers in the sharing of the same charism. 

The moments of joy came with a perpetual profession and the jubilee of religious life of eleven brothers. 

On the 15th August, feast of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, Brother Jean-Luc Randriatahina made his perpetual profession in his village, Ambohimandroso Atsimo. The young people of the village had been trained in the hymns and the dances for nearly a month. Also the Mass was very alive, with powerful hymns and elegant and dignified dances. In a packed church, Brother Jean-Luc pronounced his perpetual vows before his dad, mum, and his two brothers Modeste and Alexandre, already Marist Brothers. A moving moment was when his dad and mum put their hands on Jean-Luc’s head asking for God’s blessing on him. For these people of the countryside, it was a unique opportunity to see how a man commits himself definitively in his gift to God and certainly that many young people are called to question the direction they are going to follow in their lives. 

The joy was even greater on Sunday 27th August when eleven brothers celebrated their jubilee of religious life. The ceremony took place in the cathedral of Antsirabe during the nine o’clock Mass in the morning. In a cathedral filled to capacity with nearly three thousand people, each brother, after the offertory, came to the altar, turned towards the people and then renewed his vows in a slow, strong voice. Each brother was given a papal blessing. Then we were all turned towards the people holding the blessing. The faithful of Antsirabe had never seen a papal blessing, let alone so many in one day. During one of the talks at the end of the Mass, the president of the parish said that never, in her twenty years of presidency, had she been part of such a ceremony and received such a great testimony of fidelity to God. 

When we left in procession, crossing the central nave, the faithful had the opportunity to see the papal blessings close up and outside the cathedral many friends, former students and parents greeted us in a very touching way. They were deeply touched by this testimony of fidelity. 

The brothers who celebrated the jubilee of fifty years of religious life are: Brothers Maurice Rama, Alphonse Willig, Lucien Razafindrainibe, Norbert Razafindralambo, Emmanuel Ramaroson, Denis Rakotoarivony, Marc Razafintsalama and Giovanni Maria Bigotto. Those who celebrated forty years of religious life are Brothers Bernard Razafimandimby, Jean Léonide Rabemahasoa and Émile Razakaharijaona. 

Three brothers, however, were absent: Brothers Maurice Rama, ninety-three years of age, due to his age and health, Alphonse Willig, in France, and Bernard who had died on the 16th August.

Bernard had celebrated his sixty-second birthday on the 13th August in his community of Fianarantsoa. On the 14th, he took a minibus to be present at the celebration of Brother Jean-Luc; he made his way from Fianarantsoa to Antsirabe, 240 kilometres. But when leaving the town of Fianarantsoa a bus from the town crashed into the minibus violently. The brother who was seated in the rear of the bus was thrown forward and gravely injured. The hospital in the town had neither the means to do radiography nor an ambulance to take him to Antananarivo. On the 16th August, the decision was taken to move him to Antananarivo to the clinic of the Sisters. But he died on the way. The funeral was celebrated on the 18th August. In Brother Bernard, simplicity and joy were remarkable. He always taught the younger classes and showed his enthusiasm in organising sports for the little ones. 

The month concluded with two sessions of Mariology. The first was given to twenty-two sisters in Antsirabe. The second brought together a group of about forty people: brothers, sisters, Marist teachers, former students, Catholic and Protestant friends, and took place in our Immaculate College also in the town of Antsirabe. The twenty-hour sessions focussed on the passages where the Mother of the Lord is present in the Gospels in the hope rediscovering the roots and the justification of our devotion to the Mother of Jesus. For all, these were moments of rediscovered joy. 

These first days of September are days when classes start again. All of our eight schools are full: 1500 to 2000 students, with, sometimes, classes above sixty students. Our schools are situated at Antsiranana (Diego Suarez), Antananarivo, Antsirabe, Fianarantsoa, Ihosy and Betroka. Besides our schools, we take care of the national direction of Catholic schools with Brother Léonide Rabemahasoa, several thousands of schools, and the diocesan direction of schools in the diocese of Ihosy, sixty-nine schools, as well as the mission of Ihorombe, twenty-schools, with the nomad tribe of the Bara. It is Brother Tiana who is the soul of this mission. 

The brothers of Madagascar send their greetings to all the brothers of the entire world.

Brother Giovanni Maria Bigotto 
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