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Bugobe, 10 years 

Echoes and reflections 
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On the 31st October we celebrated the tenth anniversary of the violent death of our four brothers of Bugobe: Servando, Miguel Ángel, Fernando and Julio. In many Provinces and communities, this was an intense time of prayer mixed with emotion and admiration, sentiments felt before these great models, people totally honest with their faith. 

But here is a brief summary of initiatives taken on this occasion in the Congregation.

1-Many of us followed the daily texts that appeared on the webpage throughout the month of October, texts that led us to the tenth anniversary. 

2-A celebration, sent to all the Provinces, helped many communities to experience a time of prayer centred on the example that they had left us. 

3-But in the Marist world, there were many initiatives that made our four brothers present: Masses that brought together many students, parents and friends; song, poetry and drama competitions; catechesis and power-points, that made us reflect on the meaning of generosity and of faith. 

4-The Province of Mediterránea had prepared some prayers and reflections for each day of the month of October for the students of primary and secondary classes and on the 28th October a large meeting including reflection, round table discussions and the Eucharist, took place in Seville. Hundreds of people participated in this: brothers, catechists and teachers. 

5-The Brother Provincial of the Province of Ibérica was very direct: “Brother Julio was of our Province. Every year on this date we have liturgical celebrations in our educational centres, in organisations of solidarity and weeks of solidarity… It is a date that is very dear to us in strengthening the missionary vocation in the Marist Family of our Province…”

6-In the Province of Santa María de los Andes, in Chile, the catechetical ministry for the entire year was centred on the example and the texts of Brother Fernando de la Fuente, ending in a competition of songs, painting, poetry and mini Olympic Games. 

7-In the Province of Cruz del Sur, the schools took similar initiatives, more centred on Brother Miguel Ángel Isla; in this Province a very beautiful small volume was published on the four brothers: Amaron hasta el final. 

8-Marist Spain lived this anniversary with a particular sensibility: articles appeared in some newspapers and a very beautiful poem, Cristo de mis rezos, was composed on the broken Crucifix of the brothers’ chapel at Bugobe, without mentioning Masses and prayers in the schools.

The initiatives listed here are those we have heard about here in Rome. There are certainly many more. But these can allow for some reflection. 

1 -The reputation of holiness is exactly this reality that emerges spontaneously and in many ways, which is expressed in sentiments of emotion, of admiration, of pride, or in prayers, reflections, thanksgiving to God and prayers of intercession. The reputation of holiness attracts the attention of a great number of faithful and creates in them the desire to praise God and to serve him with the audacity of the servants who inspire them. It is what we find when we become attentive to the place that these four brothers of Bugobe have in their hearts, in their prayers and in a generosity that is inspired by their own. However, the reputation of holiness is one of the first things that the Church demands when one wants to open a cause: what impact do the servants of God have on the people of God? What advantages can the people of God gain if these servants are proposed as models? And what spontaneity and intensity does this reputation have?

But the reputation of God is also a sign of God by which he tells us: “You receive there an exceptionally rich gift, you receive models of a Christian life, who are for all the people of God and for whom you are responsible.”

2 -Their murder, their martyrdom, surprised us; this was something unforeseen and sudden. But on reflecting upon it this is not true in part. That means that our four brothers did not seek martyrdom and that it fell on them against their will. But all of the four brothers travelled a long path on the way to their great generosity which led them to the refugee camps of Nyamirangwe. When we reread their notes, we discover brothers who were already largely open to the will of God, brothers who were daily friends of the Lord; they did not improvise their holiness when they were with the refugees, even though they felt strongly called to a total love in living with them. We possess a text of Brother Miguel Ángel Isla, The Experience of God, of a dazzling and profound mysticism; it dates from 1977. Many of Brother Julio’s notes, which speak of his attention to God, are found in notebooks that he wrote in 1984… Nobody is a martyr by accident. Martyrdom is a vocation which is prepared by a long generosity, it is a logical result not a surprise. The heart of a martyr is ready well before the body is sacrificed. Martyrdom is the conclusion of a life that had the habit of self-giving. 

3 - Are they martyrs? In what sense?
We want to say yes, conscious that the Church does not content herself with emotions but wants an ensemble of proofs which demonstrate martyrdom. However, even though we are only at the first stages and without a cause having been opened, here are a few reasons that make us inclined to say yes. 

4 - The gift of life. 
As the Lord, they gave their life before one could take it from them. As for the Lord, those to whom they had given their life, took it from them in a violent way. And life was given in its totality, without reserve, and the gift came in various forms in unlimited love and service, aware that in the violence and existing misery of the camps, their life was in danger. 

5 - Kenosis. 
And their life was given in a very inhuman context, a true kenosis, as for the Lord who is a witness to extreme love. They left beautiful schools or tranquil missions to come to these camps of Nyamirangwe where misery, suffering, violence, privations, injustice and constant insecurity dominated. They responded to the hunger of humanity, of presence, of love, of respect, of culture, of fraternity… They heard the cry of the misfortunate and they were in solidarity in the sharing of everything that the refugees experienced. It is the martyrdom of charity. 

6 - One same passion. 
But, the crucifix that they had in their chapel was also massacred: arms and legs broken. The hatred of all those who kill martyrs, a satanic hatred was practised against him, the innocent God. Our four brothers died from the hatred one had for the Lord, they shared the same passion: they mutilated him, threw him to the ground, their bodies killed, thrown in a cesspool. If we consider the totality of what happened, Christ was tortured and killed at the same time as the brothers. It is the classic martyrdom.

7 - Forgiveness. 
Brother Benito, Superior General, who knew the very strong love they had for the refugees, ‘their true family’ as they often wrote to those of their natural family, never questioned the forgiveness of the murderers, and he, as Superior of all the brothers, forgave them and prayed for them. Brother Albert Nzabonaliba, Rwandan and who had preceded them in these camps as the leader of the brothers’ community, never questioned their forgiveness, for he said “their heart beat so much in union with that of Christ…” Forgiveness is an element of martyrdom; the martyr is a man of reconciliation, in his death he remakes the unity of humanity. Through forgiveness, he proclaims that those who kill him remain his brother. In every martyr, the epiphany of the Cross is renewed: Christ is again put to death, he forgives them as on the Cross, he becomes the Saviour, the one who demolishes the wall of hatred.

Brothers Servando Mayor, Julio Rodriguez, Ferando de la Fuente and Miguel Ángel Isla are certainly models and can be considered as pioneers of what we call today in the Institute, “mission ad gentes”. Can we go as far as saying that they are also intercessors in the new missionary effort that we are experiencing? 

Three points remain sure and strong: 

1-They said yes to a difficult mission;

2-They loved the refugees without limits to the point that they became “their family”. 

3-In this yes, in this love, they met a violent death.

Three gifts are encountered: the will, the heart and life. 

They are indeed models for whom the world is searching today. 

Brother Giovanni Maria Bigotto, Postulator.

Ghana - 17/11/2006

Mission Team for Africa 
Laity and youth ministry, two big projects 
From the 26th to the 28th October 2006, the first meeting of the Mission team for Africa was held at Accra (Ghana) in the District House. It was formed by Brothers JOHN KUSI MENSAH (District of West Africa), IFEANYI STEPHEN MBAEGBU (Nigeria), EMMANUEL MWANALIRENJI (Southern Africa), VALENTIN DJAWU (East Central Africa), THOMAS RANDRIANANTENAINA (Madagascar). Brothers Emili Turú and Juan Miguel Anaya also participated in this meeting as members of the General Council’s Mission Commission, as well as Brother Pau Fornells, Director of the Bureau of the Laity. 

The experience was highly satisfying for all the participants: the objectives proposed were perfectly attained and the meeting was held in a climate of great liberty, confidence and constructive spirit. 
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This first meeting had as its aim the clarification and definition of the place of this Mission team in the African context and in the whole Institute, and to put in place the first programming of activities to be realised, according to the needs discovered in the Provinces and the District. Throughout all of our meeting, the children and young people of this continent, the raison d’être of our vocation, were very much present to us in profound affection. They were our point of reference and motivated our prayer and our work during these days. 

The team chose the following two domains as priorities: Marist laity and youth ministry. This choice did not exclude other centres of interest for the group. It was simply a matter of priorities. On the other hand, the team showed itself open to supporting different initiatives which are being launched at the level of the Institute: the celebration of the Marist International Mission Assembly; the development of a document on the identity of the lay Marist (Bureau of the Laity); the study on the financial autonomy of the Administrative Units (Commission for the Evangelical Use of Goods); the defence of the Rights of the Child, in particular the right to education (new presence of the Institute at Geneva). 

The next meeting of the Team was set for the month of December 2007, at Harare (Zimbabwe). 

Swizerland - 17/11/2006

Official establishment of the new Marist community at Geneva 
Promotion and defence of the rights of the child 
On Friday, 20th October, a Eucharist took place that was celebrated by Bishop Pierre Farine, auxiliary bishop of the diocese of Fribourg-Lausanne-Geneva. We wanted to give thanks to God for the new Marist community that commenced its journey at Geneva. 

In 2005, the General Council signed an accord of collaboration with Franciscans International to work together in the promotion and the defence of the rights of the child with organisations of the United Nations. One year later, the Province of L’Hermitage decided to support the initiative by creating a new community at Geneva, which would welcome Brother César Henríquez, as the delegate of BIS for this new function.

The new community is formed by Brothers Jean-Claude Christe (Switzerland), Manuel Mendoza (Catalonia, Spain) and César Henríquez (El Salvador). The brothers will live at Foyer St-Justin, an international students’ residence where the brothers will offer their services of accompaniment and pastoral care with the resident students. 

During the inauguration of the new community, the General Council and the General Administration were represented by Brother Emili Turú, General Councillor and by Brother Dominick Pujia, director of BIS. Present at the Eucharist were also representatives of the St-Justin Association, members of other religious communities, representatives from Franciscans International, members of parish communities from the city, as well as students and personnel from the residence. 

Brazil - 15/11/2006

Perpetual profession in the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul 
Do not be afraid: I am with you 
On the 8th October 2006, Brother Valter Pedro ZANCANARO, native of the state of Santa Catarina, pronounced his perpetual vows in the Marist Institute. The celebra-tion took place in the city of Florianópolis. The same day, the brothers met with Brother Seán Sammon, the Superior General. More than one hundred brothers were present. The vows of Brother Valter Pedro Zancanaro were received by the Superior General himself. 
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The ceremony was held in the Champagnat Chapel of the Province‘s House of Meet-ings and Retreats, decorated for the occasion with paintings and a new liturgical am-biance inaugurated for the occasion. It was a very beautiful ceremony in which not only the brothers took part but also the members of Brother Valter’s family and large representation of lay Marists and of young people from youth ministry groups who came to express their support and friendship for the newly professed by their pres-ence. Brother Valter chose the following motto: “Do not be afraid for I am with you; do not be alarmed, for I am your God.” (Is 41,10) 

Italy - 15/11/2006

Third age spirituality course for English speakers 
Renew program for 21 brothers of 6 nationalities 
On Saturday, November 4, the Brothers who are following the 3rd Age Renewal Program at Manziana were the guests of Brother Seán Sammon and the General House community. Our chaplain Msgr Rob Egar from Australia, presided over a dedication Mass for us in the renovated chapel of the General Council, where the altar was previously used by our Founder.

We have 21 Brothers of 6 nationalities on this current progam. The biggest contingent (10, of whom 5 are Marianists), is from the USA. The program commenced on October 15 (one week after the Spanish 3rd Age concluded). At this time we are preparing for the 10 day pilgrimage to the Hermitage (while the Marianists visit their foundation sites). The Renewal Program concludes on December 16. 

Phillipines - 14/11/2006

4 Filipino brothers profess final vows 
He has consecrated me… 
[image: image5.jpg]


Four Filipino Marist Brothers professed their final vows last October 7, 2006, the Feast of our Lady of the Holy Rosary. They were Br. Allan de Castro, Br. Rommel Ocasiones, Br. Florante Casuyon and Br. Demosthenes Calabria. The Liturgy, presided over by Bishop Romulo Valles, DD, of the Diocese of Kidapawan, was celebrated at the Sts. Peter and Paul Parish Church in Lagao, General Santos City. It carried the theme, “Teach me wisdom and knowledge, for in You I trust.” (Ps. 119.6) 

The said occasion was graced by the brothers, priests, sisters, family members, lay mission partners, and friends. Br. Peter Rodney, Councilor General, who was on the last stretch of his pastoral visit to the province, was also present, along with the brothers of the Mission Ad Gentes Program.

Capping the celebration was the fellowship meal at the Notre Dame of Dadiangas University High School gym. It was indeed a wonderful experience of family spirit, as our four brothers witnessed to God’s boundless love on those whom he calls, sets apart and sends on mission.

Br. Allan is presently assigned in Marist School, Marikina, while Br. Rommel is working with the indigenous people of Malutok in Palawan Province. Both of them pronounced their first vows in 1999. Br. Florante, whose temporary profession happened in 2000, is currently serving the young people of Notre Dame of Jolo, Sulu. Br. Demosthenes is doing ministry at the Notre Dame of Dadiangas University-Espina Campus. His first profession was in 2001.

Lindley H. Sionosa, FMS 

Mexico - 14/11/2006

A plaque in honour of Brother Basilio in the house where he was born 
Five hundred participants celebrate by singing “Las Mañanitas” 
A son of Acatlàn de Juárez, in Jalisco, Mexico, drew admiration and sympathy. Basilio Rueda was called to his Father’s house ten years ago and it was a very significant day. An important group of five hundred persons, Marist Brothers, students from the colleges of Guadalajara and Cocula, parents, teachers and neighbours from the population of Acatlán, gathered together before the front door of the house where Brother Basilio was born, on the anniversary of his birth, to put before the eyes of all what this house means for the inhabitants of Acatlán and for the Marist world.

With cherished and warm applause, the song of “Las Mañanitas” which always celebrates memorable mornings, and the performance of other popular Mexican airs, played with spirit in a vibrant pot-pourri, the joy of the participants showed itself in the unveiling of the plaque which reminded us: In this place was born the distinguished educator and teacher, Brother Basilio Rueda Guzmán, 1924-1996, Superior General of the Marist Brothers, 1967-1985. Acatlán de Juárez, Jal. 16th October 2006.”

This event gave the chronicler of the city the occasion to situate historically the person and his historic circumstances. Brother José Flores Garcia (Chepo) gave the pedagogical portrait of Brother Basilio and a student from the Cervantes College proclaimed to the wind with a juvenile voice the rhymes and verses of Brother Teófilo Blanco entitled “Captain of our ship.”

A simple, sober ceremony but one charged with emotion which left an agreeable memory in the family of Brother Basilio and in all those who participated in this moving tribute. The people of Acatlán are more aware today that with Brother Basilio, their fellow citizen, they have offered a magnificent gift that they are sharing today with the Marists and with the Church. 

Brazil - 13/11/2006

Marist mission assembly in the Province of Rio Grande do Sul 
Identity of the brother and the lay Marist 
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On the 19th October, more than one hundred representatives of Marist units gathered in the auditorium of Rosário Marist College to participate in the Provincial Marist Mission Meeting. Since the start of 2006, various groups had met to discuss the international theme of the meeting: One heart, one mission.

Gathered together for a day of reflection on the Marist mission, the participants started the morning with music, under the direction of Clodoaldo Júnior, Santiago Días, Guilherme da Rosa and Brother Vinícius Tenedini ; then a video on Marist action followed. The objective as the moderator recalled was to indicate that “the mission necessarily passes through the heart.”

Then everyone sang the national anthem and then everyone shared heart shaped key rings that had been offered at the entrance to the auditorium, as a sign of the links of friendship which needs to be part of all the groups. The prayer of the day was animated by the team from the Ministry Centre of PUCRS.

The reflections started with two questions: What time are we now living in the Marist Institute? What are we asking of God during this time? For two minutes the participants were able to discuss these subjects with their companions.

The artistic moment of the meeting remained under the responsibility of the song and dance groups of the Cesmar Marist Social Centre, of Porto Alegre. Children and adolescents performed music and dances which represented the joy of the children and the differences between people. After their performance, the young people descended from the stage and greeted the participants.

Talks
The talks, which aimed at inspiring the participants, started with the words from the Provincial, Brother Lauro Hochscheidt. The Provincial greeted the benefactors and members present and he showed the important work realised by the groups in discussing the subject of the Assembly, highlighting at the current moment the presence of the laity of the Province. “Today the presence of many laypeople committed to the mission is to be noted.”

Then, we heard a message recorded by the Superior General of the Marist Institute, Brother Seán Sammon, during his stay in Brazil in September. In this talk, Brother Seán highlighted the importance of following the heritage of Champagnat by working with children and young people, especially those most in need. 

Diversity as an enriching factor in shared experiences, the involvement of laypeople and the experience acquired as a Brazilian representative in the International Marist Mission Commission marked the talk of the administrator of the Marist Province of Brasil Centro-Norte, Dilma Alves. “Diversity cannot be an impediment, rather it must be a stimulus because it is an element that enriches experiences,” declared Dilma relating to her participation in the Commission. 

The Marist identity of brothers and laypeople was the subject covered respectively by the director of Rosário Marist College, Brother Firmino Biazus, and by the leader of the Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family (MChFM), Sérgio Schons. In the words of Brother Firmino and of Sergio, there was agreement that, in order to consecrate yourself to the Institute, either as a brother or as a layperson, it is necessary to have four dimensions in your journey: prayer, community life, apostolate and Marist apostolic spirituality. 

In finishing the morning’s activities, the Vice-Provincial, Brother Solymar Amaro, and the co-ordinator of Marist Youth, Brother Vinícios Malfatti, spoke of their experiences within the Marist Institute. Brother Solymar spoke of the importance of education and the cohabitation with social activities while Brother Vinícios highlighted in his talk the experiences among young people and his stay in Africa.

The meal was with the Rosário community, and in the afternoon we recommenced the work with the presentation of Provincial information which will be sent to Mendes/RJ for the occasion of the Marist International Mission Assembly.

Then the participants were divided in groups to discuss the changes to be introduced into the information which was followed by a plenary session. A thanksgiving celebration closed the meeting. 

Netherlands - 13/11/2006

Assembly of Provincial Councils of Europe 
Challenges for the future of Marist Europe 
The brothers who belong to the Provincial Councils of the Marist Provinces of Europe met in Assembly from the 12th to the 15th October 2006 at Kontakt der Kontinenten in Soesterberg (The Netherlands).

It is the first time that a meeting has been held at this level in Marist Europe after restructuring reduced the number of Provinces from twelve to five; the European Conference of Provincials had ceased functioning. 

The presentation by Tjeu Timmermans, from the Carmelite order and President of the Dutch Conference of religious, created the climate of this meeting in treating the topic: “Religious life in a secularised world.” 

Brother Joseph McKee, Provincial of the Province of West Central Europe, in his opening talk, highlighted the objectives of this Assembly: to share the current reality and the challenges that need to be faced in the near future; to reflect on the challenges that restructuring has caused; to discover new domains where a closer collaboration with the European plan can be maintained; and finally to analyse new forms of vitality. Brother Joseph finished his talk by affirming that these perspectives demand that the work be engaged willingly and courageously in order to take on this new pathway.
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Here are some challenges that the Provincial Councillors highlighted in relation with Marist life: the identity of the brothers and the layperson; the sense of Marist charism; the co-ordination and accompaniment of common evolutions; the human and spiritual formation of the brothers; the formation of brothers and laypeople for the mission; the partnership and the formation of brothers and laypeople; new ways of being present among young people; the unity of the Provinces of Europe; the different aspects of significant solidarity. 

The Assembly, pending the establishment of a proper status of the new Marist situation of Europe, made three recommendations: 

1°: The formation of brothers and laypeople. Accompaniment, spirituality and leadership. 

2°: The creation of a team to implement the formation quoted above.

3°: The creation of a structure for co-ordinating the initiatives in the five European Provinces.

The Assembly agreed that the realisation of these three recommendations be entrusted to the Brothers Provincial. 

Present at this assembly were: all the Provincial Councillors of Europe; Brother Peter Rodney, General Councillor and Brothers Francisco Castellanos and Fabricio Galiana as translators; as well as Brothers Erik Depla and Santiago Fernandez, from the Spanish Marist Conference. Jan Snijders, Marist Father, was the chaplain of this assembly. The Brother Provincial of West Central Europe, Joseph McKee, had to absent himself from the early works of the Assembly due to the death of his father. 

It is planned to follow up this Assembly by a meeting of the Brothers Provincial from the 12th to the 15th February 2007 which will cover these themes and the future of the European Conference of Provincials. 

General House - 10/11/2006

Meeting of the Consultative Council for the Mission Ad Gentes project 
Finalizing the last details 
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A meeting took place in the General House from the 2nd to the 4th November 2006 of the consultative Council for the Mission Ad Gentes project to follow up work commenced in the month of May of this same year. The Council is formed by Brothers Luis García Sobrado, Peter Rodney, Michael Flanigan, Tom Chin and Father Joseph Doan, SJ and had as its aim to help the project’s co-ordination team to deepen its reflection on concrete themes and to come to some recommendations of concrete action.

Throughout the working days that the Council had in Rome, there was time for reflection on the strategies that must be put in place in order to start the opening of new missions where the brothers who are finishing the discernment course at Davao will be sent. These new presences demand an infrastructure and an institutional organisation of support to keep the impetus and the contact with the whole of the Institute. A great part of the reflection was centred on the characteristics that this new animation structure must have. 

The Mission Ad Gentes project which proposes to send between one hundred and fifty and two hundred brothers to the service of the Church in Asia, anticipates also the possibility of the participation of lay Marists. This new dimension demands that we make previsions concerning the social security of participants, for brothers as well as laypeople, on the subject of situations of illness, retirement, etc. And this is all the more necessary seeing that the participants are going to go into countries having structures and a social organisation that are very diverse.

A vast and profound reflection took place on the Church in Asia, especially following the First Asian Missionary Congress which took place recently, the first of its kind to be celebrated on the Asian Continent, and which was organised in Thailand by the Federation of the Episcopal Conferences of Asia, from the 18th to the 22nd October.

The next meeting of the consultative Council will take place on the 26th, 27th and 28th April 2007, when the first protagonists of the mission will be in place in the locations where they will have been sent. 

United States - 09/11/2006

The Superior General visited the United States 
The Province have made vocation promotion a priority 
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Brother Seán Sammon, S.G. visited the Province of the United States of America October 18-28. He was accompanied by Brother Don Neary. For the first part of the visit, Brother Ernesto Sánchez, Director of the Bureau of Vocations, was also present. At the request of the Province, the theme of Brother Seán’s visit focused on vocations and renewal. He met with the Brothers, groups of laity and young people in Miami, Florida, Brownsville, Texas, Chicago and the New York/New Jersey areas. 

During his meeting with young people, Brother Seán asked direct questions concerning the lack of vocations to the religious life in general in the United States. The answers from the young people included the influence of the media, lack of support from parents, the emphasis on individual success and no talk of sacrifice. An interesting dimension was the fact that fewer seem to offer a personal invitation to religious life than in the past. The Brothers of the Province have made vocation promotion a priority during the new term of the provincial government.

The Province of the United States of America came into existence three years ago with the restructuring of the former Provinces of Esopus and Poughkeepsie. There are presently 201 Brothers in the Province. The Marist Brothers have served in the United States since 1886. 

Spain - 08/11/2006

Commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the martyrs of Bugobe 
Marist Family Day at Seville 
The Marist Family of the Province of Mediterránea, in order to recall the four brothers who died at Bugobe some years earlier, has celebrated without interruption a meeting falling on the closest Saturday to the 31st October, the date of this event; two of these brothers were from our Province.

The tenth of these meetings took place on the 28th October in the Marist school in Seville. About one hundred and fifty people attended: teachers, catechists and members of fraternities. One of the thirty brothers present was Brother Manuel Jorques, Provincial, who referred to the life of these four martyrs in his talk. 

After the greetings, there was a moment of prayer. Then, three reporters participated in a round table conference. In the first place was Brother José Antonio Ruiz Abeijón, former Superior of the District of West Africa; he noted the difficulty of living a worthy life amidst causes for which some feel obliged to immigrate to Europe. 

In the second place was Gabriel Cuello, a White Father, who spent more than forty years in Africa. He justified the departure of people from this continent by the right of every human being to live with dignity. Finally it was an African who leads a NGO dedicated to immigrants in Spain who spoke. “The rich countries,” he said, “must invest in Africa and in all the other poor countries to procure development for them. Each day the distance between the poor and the rich increases more and more.” 
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Then, those present shared the meal that they had brought and they conversed in a relaxed and familial ambiance.

In the afternoon, different experiences were offered in a few alternative workshops. Brother Marco Cianca explained the work that his community at El Campico, Murcie, does with the gypsy population. 

Brother Fernando Alés, recently arrived from Romania, shared about the work of the brothers in caring for a group of forty street children in a house of welcome. In his talk, he was accompanied by Brother Damiano Forlani who spoke about the work he had developed in this country with Italian students. 

Brother Bahjat Azrié presented the project “Learn to grow” that the brothers form Aleppo (Syria) have undertaken. It consists of helping some thirty-five Christian families, marginalised by the Muslim context of the city.

A shared Eucharist finished the day. The organisation of this tenth Marist Family Day was undertaken by the brothers who form part of the Community Life and Spirituality Commission.

Brother José Delgado Garcia
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