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SELECTION OF NEWS APPERED ON OUR WEB SITE
18th – 31st August 2007 
General House - 31/08/2007

A letter from Brother Seán Sammon about the “Hermitage Project” 
Let us reclaim the Spirit of the Hermitage!
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On June 6, 2007 Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General, sent a letter to the entire Institute to promote the renovation project of the Marist places that is being undertaken. This letter focuses specifically on the work that will be done at the Hermitage. We’ve extracted some paragraphs so that Brother Seán’s own words can explain to us the aim and scope of this letter.

“This letter comes with three aims in mind. First of all, to explain the details and discuss the implications of a joint decision made late in 2006 by members of the General Council and the Council of the Province of L’Hermitage to refurbish some of the buildings that make up Notre Dame de l’Hermitage and to transform others.
Next, to encourage you to join us by taking up the spirit that drives this project and making your own the mind, heart, and vision of Marcellin Champagnat and his first followers.
Finally, to ask for your collaboration and support for what we have come to call the Hermitage Project. 
To realize these aims, the letter is divided into five distinct parts. The first includes some introductory remarks about our Marist places, while the second concentrates exclusively on the history of Notre Dame de l’Hermitage from the time of its construction up until today. Part three follows with a description of the project itself and part four discusses each of the sites to be renewed. The final or fifth part includes three requests: for study and reflection, for prayers, and for support”. 

Mozambique - 30/08/2007

Brother Ferizardo makes final commitment 
Poverty, Obedience and Celibacy for the kingdom of God
Each one of us has one significant day in his life which carries heavy weight on himself personally but also fascinates others who could have witnessed it. On August 20th Brother Ferizardo pronounced his perpetual vows which drew people from Maputo, although the majority were from Qualimane itself where he was brought up and where he is serving in a government Teachers Training College. 

For a long time Br. Ferizardo had been longing for this day. He feels he has discovered a pearl of great value, a great treasure and that is passion for Jesus and passion for humanity whom he feels give meaning to his life. It was a colourful day punctuated by ululations, girls dressed in African capulanas combined with women stole the show as they danced in style at the occasion. 

Among the local Brothers still alive, Ferizardo is number three of those who have made their final commitment in our congregation here in Mozambique sector. He is quite energetic as you can see from the picture and full of life. He helps in the formation of the pre postulants and works together with Brother Antonio Sanasana. His parents and relatives presented him to Brother Lawrence Ndawala, our Provincial amidst joy and hearts full of genuine and sincere happiness. His profession was witnessed by all the sector councellors, hence very unique indeed. To live the vows of poverty, Obedience and Celibacy for the kingdom is a rare thing here in Mozambique, especially here in Maputo. His commitment will be a challenge to them that with God everything is possible.

Congratulations and we are all wishing you abundant blessings from God and the protection of Our Good Mother and Saint Marcellin Champagnat. May your profession draw many youth to Jesus as you serve him enthusiastically and with great generosity. 

Simeon Banda, fms. 

Brazil - 29/08/2007

Councillors visit Rio Grande do Sul 
General Council close to the Institute’s realities 
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In the month of August, the province of Rio Grande do Sul received a visit from two general councillors, Brothers Antonio Ramalho and Pedro Herreros. As Br Antonio put it, the councillors had come with the mission of “bringing Rome to the Province”. In other words, they brought words of faith, encouragement and stimulation from the Superior General to the Provincial and his Council, as also to the entire Marist community. During the month they took part in Ongoing Formation Days for the Brothers of the Province. 

Another objective of the visit was to inform themselves on the current reality of the Province with a view to conveying information to the Superior General and his Council. “We came also to view and to update the picture we have of the personnel and current reality of the Mission in this part of the Institute,” explained Br Antonio. Br Pedro added: “By establishing contact and hearing Brothers, lay people, groups of animation and co-ordinators, we experienced the reality of the Province today, and thus are able to report to the Superior and his Council.” 

At the end of this visit, they met with the Provincial Council to evaluate the progress made since the Councillors’ first visit in 2003. At this time, a group of four councillors covered the entire Marist community of of Rio Grande do Sul and drew up a report and recommendations. These documents will furnish a basis for the final evaluation. 

Brothers Pedro and Antonio, after their visit, will continue their journey to Mendes, where they will take part in the International Assembly of Marist Mission. Therafter, they meet up with young people from Asia in Manila during October. They will be in Canada and USA in November.

Sri Lanka - 28/08/2007

Marist Province of South Asia - First Provincial Chapter 
6th to 10th August, 2007 
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Message from the Chapter delegates
“To be a blessing” is the most appropriate theme of this historical and momentous event. We became convinced that we and all the brothers are a blessing in this New Province wherever we are and whatever apostolic work we are engaged in. 

We owe our gratitude and thanks to you brothers for placing your trust in us to elect us to the provincial chapter. This chapter remains a unique and unforgettable landmark in the history of the New Province. To be a part of this history making event is a privilege that you have conferred on us. 

The lived experience at Maris Stella is one of togetherness and brotherhood. There was frank and humble sharing of our thoughts and reflections. The words like “regional representation”, “sector delegates” were uppermost in the minds of some brothers. A certain amount of uneasiness, fear and insecurity were felt. Sensitivity towards one another and wisdom prevailed, saner ideas emerged, regionalism and cultural biases evaporated into thin air. The sense of belonging to one and a single province slowly but strongly was born in the minds and hearts of us all. The whole atmosphere changed into one of trust and understanding. The words of Fr. Champagnat in his Last Testament became true. “Be of one heat and one mind”.

The following priorities for the New Province for the next three years clearly emerged as we deliberated the responses sent by the brother to the Preparatory Commission. 

- Pastoral care of the Brothers

- Vocation Ministry

- Financial Stability

We see in certain parts of the Asian countries there is utter chaos, dissension, destruction and even death. Whereas a small group of Marist Brothers coming from three different countries set the example of working, sharing and living in peace, friendship and harmony, going even beyond cultural, ethnic and lingual barriers.

Our theme of the Chapter “to be a blessing” is no mere rhetoric. It is dynamic and life giving. Lets all make this a reality in our day to day living by being a blessing to one another.

New Provincial Councillors
Br. Sunanda Alwis – First Provincial of the South Asia Province

Bros. Santhosh (India), Savarimuthu (India), Sunanda Alwis (Sri Lanka), Shanthi Liyanage (Pakistan), Nicholas Fernando (Sri Lanka), Godfrey Perera (Sri Lanka) 

United States - 27/08/2007

Marist Leadership Institute 2007 
Foster our growth in Marist identity by focusing on Marcellin Champagnat 
The 2007session of the Marist Leadership Institute was held from Sunday, July 22 through Friday, July 27 at Stella Maris Retreat Center in Long Branch, New Jersey. Participating schools were Central Catholic High School (Lawrence, Massachusetts), Archbishop Molloy High School (Briarwood, New York), Marist High School (Bayonne, New Jersey), Roselle Catholic High School (Roselle, New Jersey), Christopher Columbus High School (Miami, Florida), Marist High School (Chicago, Illinois), and St. Joseph Academy (Brownsville, Texas) and Guadalupe Regional Middle School (Brownsville, Texas).

The purpose of the Marist Leadership Institute is to assist participants in integrating and promoting the Marist/Champagnat heritage in their personal and professional lives and to become catalysts for future development of this heritage within their educational ministries. 

Participation in the MLI will prepare present and future Marist leaders “through their ongoing formation in pedagogy, educational leadership and management, as well as in spirituality, the evangelization of youth, justice, and solidarity.” (In the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat: A Vision for Marist Education Today # 31)

The MLI will also “foster our growth in Marist identity by focusing on Marcellin Champagnat, his educational heritage, his spirituality, and mission. (In the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat: A Vision for Marist Education Today # 31)

Brothers Michael Green and David Hall, the presenters at the 2007 session of the Marist Leadership Institute led participants in a variety of themes including:

• Who is this man? Images and Impressions of Marcellin

• Charism. What can it offer the life of a school?

• Sources and Foundations of Marist Education and Pedagogy: The Making of “In the Footsteps”

• Metaphors for Understanding Marist Education: Some Treasures from “The Teacher’s Guide” and “Avis, Leçons, Sentences”

• Something New for Our Time: A Marian Church

• Our Schools Should Have a Family Spirit: Strategies for Making Our Schools Marist

• Doing Mary’s Work in Mary’s Way: Being “Theotokos”

• My Call – Our Call: Our Vocation to be Marist

• A Marist Future for the USA

Brother David Hall is currently the director of the Marist Ministries Office for the Province of Sydney. David has served in a number of schools as principal and religious education coordinator. He oversees the different offices of the Marist Ministries Office which include: Administrative Services, Spiritual Formation of Faculty and Staff, Vocations and Marist Life, and Marist Asia-Pacific Solidarity

Brother Michael Green is the principal of Sacred Heart College in Cairns in northern Australia. He is a member of the Provincial Council of the Sydney Province and has served as director of Marist Education for the Sydney Province. Michael has written extensively on Marist Education and currently serves as the president of the Association of Marist Schools of Australia (AMSA).

Brother Steve Schlitte, principal of Marist High School in Bayonne, New Jersey, serves as the director of the Marist Leadership Institute. Steve chose two themes for this year’s session: Marist pedagogy and its all important complement: Marist spirituality.

The participants at the 2007 Marist Leadership Institute brought with them tremendous experience of and insight into Marist Education. Participants included: Brother Rene Roy, Mr. David DiFillippo, Mrs. Doreen Keller, Ms. Jeanne Burns, and Mr. Chris Sullivan (Central Catholic High School); Mr. Ed Jennings (Archbishop Molloy High School); Mr. Robert Slaski and Bro. Steve Schlitte (Marist High School-Bayonne, NJ), Brother Kevin Handibode, Brother Patrick McNamara, Mrs. Patricia Call, Mr. Juan Gomez, Brother Ken Ward, and Mr. Chris McKeon (Christopher Columbus HS), Brother Owen Ormsby (Roselle Catholic HS); Brother Rick Carey, Mr. Larry Tucker, Mrs. Beth O’Neill, Mr. Don Pirkle, and Mr. Joe Inzinga (Marist High School – Chicago), Brother Charles Imbergamo, Mrs. Lucy Williams, Mrs. Lindsay Irwin, Bro. Richard Sharpe, Mrs. Lori Trott, and Mr. Rene Flores (St. Joseph Academy), Brother Leo Shea (Guadalupe Middle School), Brother John Klein (Provincial), Brother Ben Consigli (Director of Marist Education), and Brother Hank Hammer (Director of Marist Evangelization).

What did people take with them from the Marist Leadership Institute? Here is what some of the participants had to say at the closing prayer service on Friday, July 27:

“W. E.” Marist Educators and Leaders means “we’re equal” in our right and responsibility to the legacy and charism of St. Marcellin Champagnat. Mary will show us how to do her work. 
Pat McNamara: Christopher Columbus

The teachings of St. Marcellin Champagnat, although written over two hundred years ago, are as real and relevant as if they had been written today. 
Beth O’Neill: Marist-Chicago

My experience this week has given words to one of the deepest truths of my heart: that I do this work because I love the young people with whom I work, that I do it because it is God’s call on my life, that I do it because I could not imagine doing anything else. 
Lindsay Irwin: St. Joseph Academy

I found each presentation to be both an affirmation of what we are already doing and an inspiration to take it further. As far as my role as a Marist Administrator, it has given me a better understanding of Father Champagnat and his message to the early brothers (and me) and a vocabulary to u se to better articulate that message in our school. 
Chris Sullivan: Central Catholic

This experience has renewed my vocation as a lay Marist educator. I gained insight into what Marist culture, charism, but most importantly, spirituality is. I am excited to share this good news with my colleagues and students. 
Doreen Keller: Central Catholic

This experience has helped me understand our Marist charism and mission as well as my own vocation and has motivated me to live it with confidence and joy. To be a Marist administrator one surely should walk in the footsteps of St. Marcellin – indeed BE a St. Marcellin for our time and our students. 
Rene Roy: Central Catholic

I finally understand what the Marist aspect of our charism is: to do Mary’s work in Mary’s way. 
Steve Schlitte: Marist-Bayonne

If we taught you something new, I hope it is useful. But my sense is that what we mostly did was awaken intuitions that already define who you are as leaders in Marist schools: disciples of Marcellin Champagnat, apostles of youth. Claim that right. Be faithful to that responsibility. 
David Hall, presenter: Sydney, Australia 

Bangladesh - 24/08/2007

Our Mission Ad Gentes Brothers 
“On the way” to Bangladesh 
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We now have seven brothers preparing to enter Bangladesh to commence our new Marist mission there, as part of the Mission Ad Gentes initiative in Asia.

Four of our new missionaries are on their way to their new land… almost. It takes some time for a Bangladesh missionary visa to get processed. However the latest news is that the missionary visas for the first four will be issued in Bangladesh on August 15th, our Patronal Feastday! The second group of three will arrive in India in mid-August to begin their wit for visas. Rather than have these first four men wait, we decided it would be better for them to get a head start learning “Bangla”, so they have begun in the Indian state of West Bengal. They are some 50 km from the Border of Bangladesh… so close. So, they decided to make the best of their time.

At first, they were greeted warmly by our Brothers in Trichy, in the southern state of Tamil Nadu. The Brothers not only showed them typical Marist hospitality and made them feel at home immediately, but they received a wonderful “tour” of our houses and apostolic works in Tamil Nadu… the two schools that we run and the “Operation Rainbow”, working with children affected with or by AIDS.

Then, Bro. Santhosh accompanied them up to Kolkata where they met up with Bro. Barry Burns, the Superior of the Sector of MAG-Asia. Santhosh and Barry looked for accommodation for these Brothers and a teacher to begin learning Bangla. As an interim, they were able to accept the hospitality of the Jesuits of St. Lawrence School, but as they had few spare rooms, they needed to find another place. Soon, they were housed in “Proggaloy” the Diocesan Pastoral Centre, which is a retreat and conference center. There, they share the house and were warmly welcomed by two parish priests, Fr. Soosai and Fr. Edward, and two Servants of Mary Sisters, Lucia and Lucy, who work at the Center.

They were able to share our charism and the story of St. Marcellin with their new community on the feast of St. Marcellin. Each Brother shared one story from the life of St. Marcellin and the life of our first brothers.

And so they continue to study and learn Bangla in India… until they get their visas and can ultimately reach their goal: opening a community in Bangladesh. Once in Dhaka, Bangladesh they will be warmly welcomed by our Marist Missionary Sisters and given interim accommodation with them while they find their own place to live while continuing their Bangla language studies. Good luck to you, Martí, Ewald, Mark, and Hilario, and to the new group about to arrive, Javier, Virgilio, and Eugenio. Godspeed! 

Mexico - 23/08/2007

CEPAM at Loma Bonita, Guadalajara 
8th to 28th July, 2007 
A group of persons interested in the systematic study of Marist Spiritual Patrimony got together in Guadalajara (Mexico). The group consisted of Carlos Monroy of Guatemala; Eduardo Armenta of Mexico; Mario Eduardo González of Mexico; Miguel Angel Tapia of Mexico; Rodolfo Nolasco of El Salvador; Vinícios Malfatti of Brazil; Aureliano Brambila of Mexico. They covered the matierial corresponding to “Cycle A” of the CEPAM “Normal” Course. (Centro de Estudios en PAtrimonio Marista). 

This embraces three Cycles, lasting a total of nine weeks and amounting to 135 hours of class participation plus 150 hours of personal research. It deals with active and passive correspondence of Marcellin Champagnat and correspondence relative to him, testimonies on the Founder, and his legislative activity. All of this is studied from the perspectives of history, pedagogy and theology—and beyond this with a view to its application to the contemporary situation, as well as its projection into the future. 

General House - 22/08/2007

International Commission for Marist Youth Ministry 
First Meeting in Rome 
The first Meeting of the International Commission for Marist Youth Ministry took place in Rome from the 26th to the 31st of July. The purpose of this meeting was to draw up a guiding docu-ment for the whole Institute. It was a week of intense and fruitful work on behalf of the young people whom God confides to us.

The commission is made up of the following Marists who represent the five continents in which we are present: Br. Ramón Rubies (Spain) and Br. Micheael Schmalzl (Germany) for Europe; Br. Rommel Ocasiones (Philippines) for Asia; Br. Ifeanyi Mbaegbu (Nigeria) for Africa; Paul Salmon (Australia) for Oceania; Fabiano Incerti (Brazil) and Br. Raúl Goitea (Argentina) for America. Participants from the General Administration were: Brs. Emili Turú (Councillor Gene-ral and head of the Mission Commission), Br. Juan Miguel Anaya (Procurator General and Se-cretary of the Mission Commission) and Br. Ernesto Sánchez Barba (Head of the Vocations Se-cretariate).
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Our mode of working was impregnated with marist spirit in that it began with the experience which each one brought: we listened to one another, shared and debated with one another. At the same time we respected the pace, the pathway and the process characterising each re-gion. We firstly reached agreement as to what we understood by Marist Youth Ministry, and then we dedicated ourself fully to the work of preparing the outline for the document which we will endeavour to write from the contribution of all, with a view to ensuring its completion by December 2008. 

We believe that this is an opportune time to promote the story and the dream of Champagnat, and to effect a more fruitful presence amongst our young people as Marcellin would have wan-ted.

Fabiano Incerti and Raúl Goitea

Solomon Islands - 21/08/2007

A volunteer teacher in Gizo 
Update from Solomon Islands 
Sharon Attard, one of our Young Marists is completing her 3rd year as a volunteer teacher in the Solomon Islands. She has been living and working on the island of Vanga not far from Gizo. Sharon was in Gizo at the time of the Earthquakes and Tsunami and so witnessed the horror. The building she had been staying in was swamped and as with the other residents only survived by retreating to the high grounds immediately the tremors started.

Following is a reflection she wrote shortly after the devastation.

Lucky for me only my kitchen caved in which was only just standing up before the quake. Actually, whenever I'd shut the door with strength concrete would fall from the pillars, so it is not a surprise that it is down.
I haven't been back to the school to see the place but the main walls in the workshops are down, as are some staff housing and our wharf.
Here in Gizo it is hectic and I am only just hanging in there. I am yet to let out a good cry however there doesn't seem to be the time. I have spent the last few days trying to get the bishops house in order and surrounding office for the Gizo Diocese. People are coming and going to see the Bishop and the stories of death and survival are plenty.
I spent this morning cleaning the alter of broken glass and bricks/concrete. Now I am setting up a spread sheet of the needs in the camps. We have a shipment coming in today and hopefully if transport is available will begin the distribution process. Shelter, food and water are the priorities on the needs list, however there are a large amount of people who are still wearing the same clothes they fled their houses in.
Diarrhea is now spreading amongst the children due to poor water and of course malaria will start to increase as mosquito nets are few. These however are also on their way.
Food is scarce as the Chinese shops have/ suffered greatly as well. I have walked up and down the main street many times in search of an open store. They line the shores and have both water and earthquake damage. Thankfully the bread shop is in operation.
Everyone is having a rough time dealing with the shock of feeling the quake and tsunami as well as the loss of lives and homes. I think most people feel completely helpless; me included and need some direction as to what to do.
For me, I feel the destruction all around me, and it is hard to describe the emotions here. I am still coping with the shock of the quake, and the tremors which are still occurring are frightening. It is only because the people around me are calm that I am trying to remain calm. But it is not easy.
The first couple of days I spent on the hills with everyone and wanted so much to assist but was at a loss. I tried to engage myself in small tasks around the makeshift hospital, interpreting, cleaning equipment, holding torches at night for doctors and just talking with people. Unfortunately, there seemed to be no one in charge therefore little direction given.
I am now sleeping at the Bishops house in which the water reached last Monday and am shaken by any sound I hear. Last night I jumped out of bed with a racing heart hearing what sounded like water rolling onto the shore line. It was a truck on the gravel road but the terror I felt is unexplainable. I suppose my nerves are a little haywire at present.
Obviously, it is going to take some time for people to come to terms with what has happened but the greatest thing is that people are in good spirits despite the recent events. 
Shaz - June 4th, 2007 

Australia - 20/08/2007

Marists welcome WYD cross and icon
Sydney 2008 
The WYD Cross and Icon, symbols to the young people of the world of reconciliation, healing and hope, have arrived in Australia to begin their pilgrimage around the country. The Cross and Icon were welcomed in Sydney by a delegation of young people from all over Australia.

The delegation carried the Cross and Icon from the resting place at North Sydney of Australia’s first saint, Mary Mackillop, over the Sydney Harbour Bridge to a huge gathering of young people at Darling Harbour.

Jacquie Dynan lives in Sydney and works as a physiotherapist. She has spent time using her physio skills volunteering at the Sala Lavalla school in Cambodia. Jacquie is an active member of the Young Marist network and was very excited to represent all young Marists in this special event marking the beginning of the Australian part of the Journey of the Cross and Icon. She is looking forward to taking part in the handover of the Cross and Icon for the final mass at the Marist International Festival. 

All participants at the Marist International Festival will have the opportunity to touch and reverence the WYD Cross. 

Ghana - 17/08/2007

Inter-congregation collaboration
Marists – Marianists – De La Salle 
It is a joy to share with you the experience we are carrying about for the last few years in the central House of the Marist District of West Africa.

Since three years ago, a group of young Marianists from the French-speaking countries of the region started coming to our house during the long holidays period with the purpose of improving the English language. This year three Brothers of the Christian schools have joined the group with the same objective.

We form all together a life-shared community: lodging, food, prayers. Presently we are 13 Brothers from 8 different nationalities. Above all, the bond that unites us is our common brotherhood. Living together is for us a chance to know better one another and to share so many things we have in common.
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This is just a drop among so many gestures of collaboration among our Congregations, but I thought it would be good to let you know. The attached picture, although not all of us are on it, reflects what I have just expressed.

Fraternally yours

Brother José María Ferre - Community Superior 
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