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Day of Rest – Visit to Rio de Janeiro 
Sunday, 9th of September, the participants departed in two buses for Rio de Janeiro to visit the monument of Christ the Redeemer in el Corcovado, the beautiful beaches of this city and the cathedral. The brothers of the community and the presidents of the parents, teachers and of the alumni of the Colegio San José welcomed the visitors and offered them a family meal, later entertaining them with a sample of local folklore that included the sensational dance the “capoeira”. Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General, offered some warm words and posed for pictures with the teachers and students who were present. The participants returned quite happy to Mendes.

The day concluded with Sunday Mass on a theme that celebrated the martyrs of the Institute. The 47 brother martyrs of Spain, whose beatification will occur on October 28th in Rome, took an honored place in this celebration of faith. 

08/09/2007

The Assembly Begins to Define the Future 
New Roads for Brothers and Laity 
Today, the 8th of September, feast of the Nativity of Mary, began with a very special greeting to Mary. For many of the brothers throughout the Institute the feast of the birth of Mary is the anniversary of their taking of the habit, of their first profession or of their perpetual profession. We also remembered that today Brother Roger Séguin made his perpetual profession in Canada and postulant Yoandy González Gómez began his novitiate in Cuba. All of these reasons brought joy to the hearts of the participants and they thanked the Lord because he has done great things among us. 
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The morning prayer was done outside, like yesterday, following the rhythm marked by music and all joined hands. The experience was repeated later before beginning the work of the Assembly. 

The work of the mandala* is long and fulfilling. 
The work of constructing the mandala is the great work of this Assembly. The methodological means is bringing the participants from synthesis to synthesis toward a convergence of thought. Never in the history of the Institute has a meeting been held like this in that so many thousands of thousands of voices from the Marist world resonate through the hearts of the brothers and laity. Constantly the participants are invited to let themselves be guided by the Spirit along all that is being done so that this day’s work is an eminently spiritual work. 

The preparatory commission proposes a double performance guideline to discover the story that there is behind the mandala that was built in yesterday’s groups to connect it to today’s work. This has been the first step of the morning. Having before one’s eyes the contributions of the small groups, the Assembly has pointed out what are the elements of the collective mandala.

There has been a great coincidence with different accents: they have spoken of Jesus and of Montagne. Not just any Jesus, but Jesus of Nazareth, the historical Jesus, Jesus the liberator, Jesus of the Beatitudes, who sends his Spirit and gives us the strength for the mission. Others have highlighted that Jesus is our passion. 

There has been a reference to the abandoned children, to be attentive to the cries of the children and young people. They also spoke about the structures that perpetuate the problems. 

In the second work, equally long, the participants tried to complete the center of the mandala answering this question: To what is the Lord calling us? It’s a matter of discovering the grand directions that will mark the future of the Marists. 

All of the collective effort ended, as every day, in the afternoon Eucharistic celebration where the richness that the Lord has shown in the life of this Assembly was celebrated. 



*mandala: a graphic and often symbolic pattern usually in the form of a circle divided into four separate sections or bearing a multiple projection of an image. 

07/09/2007

A mandala to share the implications 
The implications of the dreams of the brothers and lay members 
The morning prayer today (7 September) was animated by the brothers and lay members from Australia who were inspired by the traditions and the cosmological vision of the aboriginal people of their country, who live in communion with nature. They began with an account from Alice Springs, an Australian town where there is a Marist school. There the mythology that explains the origin of the world for the aboriginal people is passed on from generation to generation. The mythology tells how two great caterpillars, who arrive by different routes, meet in a great cave. The rivalry soon becomes clear, but at that very moment a huge dog appears and acts as a mediator between them. In this way a dialogue is established and the caterpillars little by little become friends, and they remain together there, giving birth to the mountains and valleys of the region. Ever since that time aboriginal people honour mother earth with great respect.

Working with the mandala
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The Assembly made an analysis of the implications of the dreams that had been shared by the brothers and the lay members. Mercier Procopier, who works at UMBRASIL, explained that a mandala is a symbol that symbolises a “sacred circle” and engaged the participants in an active way in explaining the subject. Many people use the mandala to establish an intuitive relationship between humankind and the universe. In the assembly this aid for reflection was used to establish a relation between the hearts of the brothers and the lay people and the future of the Institute and its mission.

Like all new techniques this one aroused some curiosity, in an atmosphere of joy and high spirits, but at the same time a certain suspicion. Equipped with brushes, scissors, glue, paper and so on, the members of the Assembly sat on the floor like primary school students and began to design, paint, cut, paste… This graphic expression was the way in which the intuitions of the various groups were conveyed to the other members of the Assembly.

The mandala provided a means of moving from the discussion of concepts to the expression of intuitions. One of the first tasks confronting the group was just how to produce in a concrete way what was to be at the very centre of the mandala. The centre is radiant, its brilliance shedding light on the meaning of the other elements. 

The national day of Brazil
Today was the national holiday of Brazil. The name “Brazil” is derived from the name of a tree that is native to these parts. The Brothers have been in this country for a hundred years already, and Marist works flourish under the mantle of Our Lady of Aparecida, their guardian. The members of the Assembly gave thanks to the Lord and our Good Mother for the blessings they had bestowed upon the Brazilian people and on Marist woks. At the end of one of the morning sessions the national flag was honoured and the national anthem played. During the celebration that followed the dinner, the typical “caipirinha” was served at the bar on the house.

The hymn of the Assembly
The International Marist Mission Assembly also has its own hymn, composed by the group “Kairoi”. The words are very meaningful: “It is in your hands to make a better world”, “give life to your mission”, "be sowers of good news and freedom to those who live under oppression”, “and new life will beat in your heart.”

The music was composed to be in rhythm with the heartbeat, to resonate with the simplest actions of each day, like an act of communion with everything and with all who are around us. It is a melody that invites us to sing along at any time and many a time, like a mantra that keeps on repeating the deep and moving sentiment, “one heart, one mission”.

The hymn brings about once again an atmosphere of shared prayer. “We are the many who wish to march with the dream of Champagnat: and as we make our way on our journey all of us share the same song, that very same song, the song of us all.

The melody can be heard with words in Spanish on the web
At the same site the words of the hymn in different languages can be accessed. 

06/09/2007

When the heart is also asked questions 
Sharing the Common Vocation 
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Bro. Paul Fornells gave the reason for this day; he began by recalling what had been the itinerary followed by the Assembly at Mendes until now.  First of all, to allow oneself to be touched by the needs and possibilities of children and the young, and, secondly, to consider the Marist answers.  Today the third step will be to stop before the very vocation of the Marist Brother and lay person.

Pau proposes to the members of the Assembly to review their own life, to return to the first love, to share the most profound and essential aspects of their own vocation by inviting them to silence, to contemplate God's action in each person's life.  After this first time of personal reflection in silence, members share in groups and reflect so as to discover what is specific to the vocation of the Brothers, to the vocation of the lay persons, and what is common to both.

Here are the results of this work, synthesized:
Results of the options of the Assembly
A.  Elements common to the vocation of the Marist Brother and lay person
Parentheses indicate frequencies.

· Attention to preference for the poor and excluded children and young. (60)

· In trying to meet the needs of children and the young.

· Love children and the young.  A special mission to the least favored.  Be present conjointly to the young. 

· Co-responsibility (41)

· Co-responsibility in the Marist mission.  Heirs of the charism. 

· Marcellin as reference and inspiration (27)

· Inspired by Marcellin, by Champagnat's charism. 

· Brotherhood (25)

· Brotherhood and sense of family like Mary.  Family spirit.  Family values. 

· Builders of the Kingdom like Mary (23)

· Witness - apostolate.  Shared mission to announce the Gospel by education with a strong social commitment, a passion for Evangelization.  Helping to build the Kingdom, by making Jesus known and loved. 

· Feel loved by God (21)

· Let oneself be led by the Spirit.  Center our life on Jesus. 

· Marist spirituality (15)

· Devotion to Mary. 

· Passionate hearts (14) 

· Witness of Christian living (6) 

· Reciprocal relations (6) 

· Complementing and stimulating each other in our own vocation (6) 

· Witnesses to Marial values in the Church, for the young and the world. (6) 

· Call to holiness (3) 

· Personal and community prayer (4) 

· Brothers and lay people searching for new structures (3) 

· A heart without boundaries (3) 

· Christian vocation of Baptism (1) 

B.  Elements special to the vocation of lay Marists.
· Interaction in the world, political engagement (42)

· To encourage the Marist mission in all professional activities.  Reality and experience of the world.  To be a Marist presence and witness in the world.  To see deeply into family problematics and the signs of the times. 

· Feminine sensitivity (40)

· A look at the Marist charism on everybody from the point of view of women.

· The presence of women offers us a new sense of marriage. 

· Family and community engagement (30)

· Lay vocation in the family setting.  For married people with family and sharing Marist values.  Family and educational engagement. 

· Sense of belonging and various forms of adhesion (27) 

· Enthusiasm for mission (14)

· Inspired by our charism. 

· Use of the spirit of Champagnat to complete the Brothers (12) 

· Engagement in the mission of the Church according to our charism (12) 

· Sharing plans, services and friendship as a help to mission (11) 

· Helping the Brothers in their work (10) 

· Diversity of spirituality among the laity (4) 

· Reciprocity in relationships with the Brothers (3) 

· Being witnesses (2) 

· Plurality in choice of life (1) 

C.  Elements special to the vocation of a Brother
· Religious consecration (87)

· Called to a specific consecration.  Fidelity to one's religious consecration.  Celibacy.  The heart of the life of Marist Brothers is the Vows.  Freedom of the Evangelical Counsels.  

· Community Life (49)

· Strength in and by the Community 

· Availablility for mission (39)

· Radical and unconditional availablility for mission.  Total and exclusive devotedness to mission. 

· Being a Brother (34)

· Being a Brother for everybody: present, listening, welcoming in order to personalize my love. 

· Presence and support (23)

· Simplicity of presence among the young.  A presence attentive to the individual and to the world of the young. 

· A choice for children and the young (10) 

· Special responsibility for the charism (9) 

· Promoters of the Marist fire (7) 

An open forum brings together the day's discoveries
What the members of the Assembly brought had a special character coming from the heart.  We take up some of them.

1. "We feel called to deepen our specific identity as Brothers and lay people as desired by the General Chapter." 

2. "As Marists--Brothers and lay people--we are called to work with poor young people and children.  We are called for the poor." 

3. "One of the words we repeated in our group is  the one to be prophets and to present our mission with prophetic courage." 

4. "In the mission we share women are something new, and this is a call for the Institute to evaluate the feminine presence in the Institute.  Not only look upon us as women, but that the feminine presence be in leading roles.  Thus, we have much to offer." 

5. "It is no longer a matter of enlarging the tent; now the challenge is to build a new house with Brothers and lay people." 

6. "What does this moment mean for the Marist world?  We are living moments not only of the spirit but of total apprenticeship in which the leading role of the Brothers and of the lay people  must  disappear, so that "We Marists" will appear.  It is, therefore, a moment of openness, of joy, in which we are going to find light little by little, a path which will light our way.  That's a treasure." 

From the open forum to the Eucharist
The contributions of the open forum created an atmosphere of celebration highlighted by the chant of the Magnificat and pursued in the Eucharist, in which a group of actors helped to highlight the spirit of the day by mimed scenes…

A few lines to close the day
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The newness of what happened today in the Assembly could be summarized in the question asked by a lay woman in her group: "How far can I go as a lay person?"  This question leads us from reflecting on our consecration itself back to our Baptismal sources.  If Baptism is a personal and free consecration to God and an offering, a gift to Jesus Christ and His Church forever, how far can she go as a lay person?  This is a question from the heart, a question which asks how far fidelity can go. 
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