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Colombia - 05/05/2008

Professions in the Province of Norandina 
“God’s faithfulness is great… his fidelity is incomparable” 
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Certain persons also know how to correspond correctly to the Lord’s faithfulness to them. Today, contrary to the declaration of some disillusioned spirits for whom “fidelity is only found in a hi-fi channel”, it does still exist. We see fidelity among many married couples, and with many men and women within consecrated life.

In our Norandina Province four Brothers recently took up the commitment to live in faithfulness to the Lord, three of them through perpetual profession and the fourth by renewing his vows for one year.

Brother Joan Pablo Marin Esparza and José Julián Muñoz Byrgos made their perpetual profession on April 6, 2008 in the town of Pasto. Brother Fernando Javier Palacios Valencia renewed his vows for a year and Brother Javier Alfonso Echeverry Velásquez made perpetual vows April 19 in Bogota.

These Brothers consecrated their lives to the Lord amidst a great gathering in the chapel of the Champagnat Institute at Pasto and in the church of the Holy Spirit at Bogota. The ceremonies were replete with significant gestures and allegorical symbols connected to the events. Our brothers were encouraged by the physical presence and spiritual accompaniment of so many Brothers of the congregation as well as by parents, friends and members of Marist Fraternities. Brother Pedro Herreros and Brother Antonio Ramalho who were on visitation in the region, accompanied them in the name of the Superior general by their cordial and fraternal presence.

Juan Pablo, José Julián, Javier Alfonso and Fernando Javier testified to the affirmation of our constitutions : “ Full of wonder and gratitude, we accept in all freedom and faith the call of the Lord: ‘Come, follow me’.” (C13)

Brother Laurentino Albalá was delegated by Brother superior to receive the vows from the brothers. The Church representatives in the person of the celebrants Fr. Fernando Mesa Rios at Pasto and Fr. Carlos Anderson Acevedo at Bogata along with all of us participating in the Eucharist were witnesses to the generosity of our four brothers.

During one of the Eucharistic liturgies, Philip asks of the Lord: “Show us the Father, and Jésus replies: “Whoever sees me, sees the Father…, may those who see me, see God in me”. What a beautiful message for Juan Pablo, José Julián, Javier Alfonso and Fernando Javier, and not only for them but for all of us who witnessed their commitment.

The final hymn of the ceremony of religious profession contained two messages in keeping with the event: gratitude – “Lord Jesus you trust me / and you send me as your light to be a sign. Thank you for your gift/. Thank you, Lord”, and commitment – “ Go and preach by your actions /your words and your presence…May all see the Father in you./ He shows himself to the humble”.

Brothers and parents of the four newly professed then shared a delicious and fraternal agapé. 

We congratulate our four Brothers and pray the Lord and his Holy Mother to grant all of them happiness and fidelity.

H. Isaac Revilla 

Spain - 02/05/2008

A Formational Proposal in the Marist Province of Compostela 
Itineraries of Marist Spirituality 
The Marist Province of Compostela offers to laypeople and brothers an opportunity for growth and formation called “Itineraries of Marist Spirituality” (IDEM). It is an open proposal, that stems from two elements: shared mission and Marist spirituality.

Throughout the years the Province has organised several programmes and plans of shared mission. By seeking to collect the best aspects of each, and in our search for a common path for the Province in this Year of Spirituality, we pave the way for something new, the IDEM.

These itineraries aim at adequately updating and renewing our joint formational proposals. That is why the IDEM are founded on the following concepts: 

Itineraries: voluntary processes of personal growth, of research, formation and sharing; they will be different, facing different themes in different ways, but similar by criteria and duration: eight days divided in three meetings during the school year.

Spirituality: because they address the entirety of a person, focusing on “why”, on meaning, on reasons and the sources of existence, because they focus on interiority, on Life, and on human development.

Marists: for their reference to the Marist spirituality, life and mission; due to their simplicity, family-like style, their welcoming spirit and Marian focus, because their inspiration is drawn from the project of Champagnat.

Our IDEM (Itineraries of Marist Spirituality) will start in July this year. We are now presenting them to the teachers and the communities of brothers. The proposal and the plan are ready: we will offer up to ten itineraries (though this year, we will present five of them).

There are several “initiation” itineraries:

1. You will be Champagnat today (on Marist identity);

2. Three itineraries of personal completion: 2a Paving the way; 2b A Path of understanding; 2c A Path of freedom and love;

3. My relationship with God (on the role of religious experience in my life);

4. An educator’s oasis (a moment of rest, renewal and sharing);

5. One life and a half (on the second half of life, a time of plenitude).

And also three itineraries of “deeper understanding”

6. Silent music (an introduction to silence);

7. Sonorous solitude (on meditation);

8. Follow your heart (the sense of my life).

Thanks to these itineraries, though they were prepared bearing in mind different concepts, we would like to respond to the personal needs and demands of all the adult members of our Province, whom they are addressed to: teachers, brothers, parents, school workers, alumni, etc. 

And above all we would like to help everyone and each other to walk together on a path of shared research according to the dynamics and concepts offered to us by the document “Water from the rock”: In the course of our life, our inner spiritual reality dynamically reacts to what we experience. On one side, what we call our spirituality is built on our existential experiences, on the other, this same spirituality vivifies the way we understand our relationship with the world, with other human beings, and with God. 

Perú - 30/04/2008

Young Brothers from Latin-American Cono Sur 
Sharing identity and spirituality 
“Fraternity reveals the magical aspect of being a Younger Brother”. This commentary which appeared in the final evaluation is a perfect corollary to sum up the lived experience of the last Meeting of Young Brothers of Cono Sur, held from 23rd to 27th January in the Villa Marista de Santa Eulalia (Chosica), Peru. Truly the experience of being together and living as Brothers is one of the most gratifying aspects that came out of those days spent together.

We all met, sixteen Brothers between the ages of 22 and 30 from the Provinces of Cruz del Sur and Santa Maria de los Andes : César Borja, Martien Flecha, Luis Vega and Máximo Benítez from Paraguay ; Maximiliano Berone, Carlos Urrutia, Juan Bernal, Diego Santiago, Pierre Chimeno, Jorge Arraztoa and Jorge Walder from Argentina ; Aldo Salvatierra of Bolivie ; Ronny Candela, Levi Vargas and Freddy Carreño from Peru; Álvaro Sepúlveda from Chili. Our coordinator was F. Juan José Cadillo from Peru while our superiors, Brothers Pedro Marcos, Demetrio Espinosa and Angel Medina accompanied us throughout the meeting.
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Some of the objectives we outlined from the beginning were : to live fraternally, to become empassioned about our common vocation, to share our life, our apostolate and our personal progress and to foster creativity in community prayer. In fact we easily covered all these objectives because the serious part of the work as well as the informal moments combined for a great occasion to live as Brothers. Conversation and laughter are often spontaneous around maté or near a guitar, and these were reminiscent of the pleasant years of formation and the many experiences of community life, of work and studies. Given some time we will fashion one identity and a unique spirituality as we consecrate these youthful years as Marist Brothers. Without denying the difficulties that lie before us we nonethelees wish to match our vocation to the challenge our people face as we attend to children and young people especially the poorest of these.

We are especially grateful to the Brothers of Peru for all their kindness as they welcomed us prior to the meeting as well as during and after it. In spite of being very busy with their many activities they found time to see to all our needs and to make our stay as pleasant as possible, including visits to historic and touristic areas in and around Lima. 

Now as we look to the possibilities modern technology offers we are thinking of creating a blog to share our similar views and perception of the world as it is shared in the sphere of Marist religious life. This is how we hope to go beyond the obstacle of miles and kilometres to live daily fraternity. 

H. Alvaro Sepùlveda

Santa Maria de los Andes 

Brazil - 28/04/2008

Province of North Central Brazil 
A time of change 
The arrival of Bro. Seán, Superior General, together with Bro. Luis Sobrado, Vicar General, was awaited with anxiety by the Brothers in the Province of North Central Brazil. The meeting took place in Brasilia. To facilitate a closer contact, the Brothers were summoned according to their different situations, either by age groups or by functions. At the same time, the Brothers were allowed to participate in all the meetings, if they wanted to.

The Superior General always started with a reflection on ‘how to live in times of change, both religious and social’. Using power-point, he presented the religious life before and after the Vatican II. He underlined that Vatican II gave a clear definition of the role of priests and lay people in the Church, but it was not so clear about the religious men and women. According to Bro. Seán this lack of precision was beneficial, because it placed the consecrated life within the ‘charismatic’ structure of the Church and not in its hierarchical structure. John Paul II threw more light on our ecclesial role through his document Vita Consecrata.

In that way, seen from the charismatic dimension the religious life is better understood as the "living memory of what the Church can be and must be". With that established, the necessary renewal task remains to be undertaken.

Bro. Seán highlighted sociological and psychological aspects that we should consider in our reflections when facing the solution to problems. He talked about modernity and post-modernity. He also spoke of the need to face the changes patiently, so that they can be given a serious deepening and a later acceptance. Finally, regarding the theological aspect, Seán stressed the value of charism, a matter that we have to deepen, in a prayerful atmosphere. 

As regards the method used, first there was always a presentation by the Superior General, in English with a simultaneous translation by Bro. Luis Sobrado. Next, time was left for an open forum. That was the general dynamic followed with senior Brothers. There were other specific topics for young Brothers, formators, community superiors and school and social work leaders. 

Canada - 26/04/2008

The Marist Brothers in Canada support Vallée-Jeunessse, Québec 
The future starts today 
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Here are the logo and theme of a new apostolate which began in the Québec region of Canada during the month of April 2007. Following upon a study of the needs of the most at-risk youth, a team of lay people and Brothers suggested various ideas for the future use of the wonderful site called Valcartier. The Provincial Council decided to make an act of faith and to move ahead with the new plan: to help young people who are facing the reality of having been expelled from their schools. 

The community, made up of six Brothers aged 60 to 80, agreed to make space available to a team of four lay people. In this way the team can welcome the young people in question, working with them to restore their confidence and self-respect by means of (a) quality presence and (b) various mean of support suitable to the needs of each one. Given the size of the space available, we have received ten young people. Our dream, however, is to be able to offer the service to more young people, by building a new place better adapted to the various needs to be served. 

The youth come to the center five days a week, from Monday to Friday. They take classes on an individualized basis, in accord with the varying levels of each one’s past schooling. In fact, the goal of Vallée-Jeunesse is to enable the young person to get back into regular school after several months in the unique environment offered at Valcartier. Three Brothers offer their services freely, teaching French, English or mathematics. Another Brother is available to give guitar lessons. Two Brothers are working on upgrading the existing infrastructure or on the new construction. Another Brother takes care of specific needs which arise unexpectedly.

The head of Vallée-Jeunesse is a lay person. Our own role, as Brothers, is to offer the director our support, our assistance for specific tasks that arise, our encouragement. We hope to offer the same to the lay members of the team. With the young people, we hope to offer a quality presence when we deal with them, showing an interest in their lives, being with them in a simple manner, encouraging them and congratulating them when they succeed. And this is something that we can do every day as we witness the small steps which they accomplish, thanks to the excellent professional help of the laity team on site: one young teacher and two young social workers – a male and a female.

One thing is certain to both the Brothers and lay people: that we believe in the potential and gifts of each young person, that we accept the young people and love them as they are, and that we are convinced that they can make something of themselves and of their lives. 

Jean-Denis Couture, fms.

Valcartier, Québec, CANADA. 

Spain - 24/04/2008

New Music from Kairoi 
“Interior Silence”, latest Marist music on CD 
Saint Paul’s Multimedia Publications, better known as Daughters of St. Paul, has issued a CD containing eight songs by Kairoi, a Marist ensemble. The songs are in a new disk entitled “Interior Silence,” which includes well known, previously released selections. New songs are also found in the album. The songs have been chosen according to the creative preferences of one member of the Kairoi group. 

The new release has two goals. First, in regard to the content, the album brings together a selection “of the essential, of the sufficient” which the composer elaborated while he was working with Karoi. Secondly as to the style, the composer has sought a musical palate which marks a new maturity in his. “The rhythms are rather long but pleasing. The voice is a little richer, giving the lyrics more ‘space’ and the music better cohesion, hoping to win over the sentiments of the listeners.” 

Some people have used the music of Kairoi for moments of personal or community prayer. Such people may find in the new CD, “Interior Silence,” a testimony to the personal experience which over many years has permeated the author’s spirituality and mission and his interpretation of the music. “I wish to sing the songs” he writes, “in order to hear them again myself. In that way they may speak to me once again: this time, more slowly, with more attention to interiority and inner sentiments. My hope is that the music would invite its hearers into a kind of serenity where they might savor each phrase and each feeling. Only in silence - it seems to me - only in deeply felt simplicity can one listen a second time, can you begin to hear the music as if for the first time.” 

The author has dedicated his artistic, new CD to several dear friends as well as to “those who are searching: to all who have made the music of Karoi a lifeline of their personal Christian convictions; to the men and women who may discover and re-discover these songs by giving time to let the music do its work.” 

The CD contains the following selections: 1. The Glance; 2. And You Keep on Living; 3. If One Has Surrendered Fully to Christ; 4. Come, Holy Spirit; 5. Listen, Mary; 6. We will Say Yes; 7. The Fruit Has Ripened; 8. Father, I Have Come Back to You. (There is also background music without vocals.). Those desiring more information may contact http://www.musica.sanpablo.es 

Kenya - 23/04/2008

Musical CD of Continental Scholasticate in Nairobi 
Bless the Lord 
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On Sunday March 30th, 2008 a group of brothers from the continental scholasticate in Nairobi, Kenya (MIC), launched their second musical CD entitled: “Bless the Lord”. A year ago, they have launched the first CD (“Happy are the people” – you can listen to some of those songs >>).

This time, the CD contains 13 Psalms and 1 Canticle (from the book of Daniel 3, which gives the name to the CD, where all nature and creatures are invited to Bless the Lord!). At the same time, two of the Psalms are composed and sung in French, while the rest are all in English.

The Marist community at MIC is among the larger ones in the Institute, with 79 young brothers and 13 brothers in the formation tam. If our young brothers coming from so many countries of the continent come together, they have an excellent opportunity to exchange their talents, particularly in terms of their music abilities. Therefore, as they spend some time in their post-novitiate stage of formation, they have the possibilities of developing the talents they have.

“The Marists” as it is named this group, welcomes also lay people and religious sisters who are students at our college. It is also for them a good opportunity to unveil their good abilities, as they give a good voice balance to the CD. We invite to all who are interested, to listen to the songs we offer as a sample of the CD.

In case that you are interested to order CD’s (Nº 1 and/or Nº 2), make your requests to teogda@hotmail.com. Wishing you a good listening to this “gospel music”. 

Spain - 22/04/2008

Marist Vocation Ministry – International Meeting at Les Avellanes 
Spreading the fire 
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The representatives of the Marist Provinces gathered in the House of Les Avellanes (Lleida – Spain) to discuss the issue of vocational animation for young people according to the Marist charism. ¡Contagiar el fuego! Repassar a Chama!, Répandre la flamme!, Spreading the fire!, this was the theme that 26 brothers, two laypeople and three novices of the novitiate of Seville shared from 3rd to 8th April in the house of Les Avellanes. These brothers and laypeople gathered together to listen, share and draw up together the new plan of action for Marist vocational ministry. The reflection focussed on how to face the challenges that arise from a society marked by secularisation and postmodernism. The participants to the meeting were confident that being a Marist brother today is extremely meaningful and it stands as a consistent and inspiring proposal to the young people of our times. There are many young people today who feel attracted by the charism of Marcellin, especially by the vocation as Marist laypeople. Why not as brothers?

At the end of the meeting, the contributions of the participants were collected in a fundamental document focussing on the concepts of mission, community, youth pastoral care and vocation ministry teams. These “beliefs and criteria” will be useful to direct vocational pastoral care in the future. The document underscores the belief that “vocation is a gift of God, the Master of the Harvest”; it calls to ask for this gift “in personal and community prayer” and to “do whatever we can in this vital sector of vocation ministry”. It also underlines how important it is to have Marist communities capable of “opening up to welcome young people”, of becoming “present and visible” among them and “collaborating with the local Church”.

The analysis carried out during the meeting underscored several issues. One was that the Provinces need to endeavour so that brothers who are capable of communicating and relating themselves to young people may live together in welcoming communities. We need brothers who are passionate for their vocation, for prayer and work for the youth, who understand the world of young people and are ready to spend their lives for mission (because there is no special age for joy), to build communities with a family spirit and engaged in vocation ministry.

With regard to the concrete ways to actively support vocation ministry, several means were underscored: to reinforce pastoral itineraries, introducing experiences of contact with Marist life, to make explicit invitations to become a Marist brother, and to guarantee one’s personal support to the young people’s lives.

With regard to the “Provincial vocation minsitry teams”, it was requested that they be formed by people with a suitable formation, that they be explicitly supported by the Provincial Council, fully part of the organisation chart of the Provincial teams, and in touch with the vocational teams of other congregations and dioceses.

Brother Seán Sammon, the Superior General, animated the reflection with a message to the participants offering his thoughts, as well as his support, to vocation ministry. 

The participants in the meeting were: Bro. Ernesto Sánchez (General Administration); Bros. Raúl Figuera Juárez, Óscar Martín Vicario and Diamantino Martins Duque (Compostela); Bros. Roberto di Troia and Michael Schmalzl (West Central Europe); Bros. Pere Ferré, Jean Reboul and Manel Castillo (L’Hermitage); Mrs. Mayte Ballaz César and Bro. José Larrea (Ibérica); Bros.Juan Carlos Fuertes, Javier Navarro, Daniele Pardo and Miss Gema Pomares (Mediterránea); Bros. Kevin Dobbyn and Jone Seduadua (New Zealand). Bros. Tony Leon and John Thompson (Sydney);

Bro. Rod Thomsom (Melbourne); Bros. Bernard Beaudin and Miguel Ángel Sancha (Canada). Bro. Mike Sheerin (United States).

Also the following were invited to attend the sessions: Bro. Alberto Aparicio (Cruz del Sur); Bro. Enrique Escobar (México Occidental). Bro. Joaquim Sperandio (Brasil Centro-Sul); Bro. Nice Garrán (América Central). Bro. Ramón Rubies (L’Hermitage). Bros. Stefano Divina, Pere Castanyé and Pepan Porras (Novitiate).

The translators were: Bros. Alain Delorme (L’Hermitage), Jack González (Compostela) and Teodoro Grageda (Central East Africa). 

Mexico - 21/04/2008

Provincial Assembly, One Heart One Mission 
Province México Occidental 
From April 4 to 6, 2008, the Marist Province of México Occidental held a Provincial Assembly with the aim of deepening the message that was issued by the «One Heart One Missio» International Assembly.

Teachers, ancillary staff, students, mothers and one father answered the invitation. One hundred and five Marist apostles, both Brothers and Lay, witnessed to the action of the Holy Spirit who reached out simply and forcefully all the way from Mendes, Brazil to Guadalajara, Mexico.

To begin with, some boys and girls who are studying at Champagnat College Tijuana offered a delightful dance performance. They thrilled us with their stylish and dynamic presentation. Then, the silence… Each one told his personal story, speaking of suffering and stolen dignity. The testimony offered by the street children: drugs, sexual abuse, alcoholism, children brought up in seemingly secure homes… We were left speechless, ill at ease, deeply upset…The presentation raised many questions in the minds of us who are responsible for education in the Marist congregation. After this part of the program, we went to pray. We have been made conscious of how important it is to open one’s eyes and to extend one’s hand to all those children whom at times we do not see. 
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Studying the Mendes’ message was the essential element of our group work. We all shared our impressions of the complete document. Producing a mandala, as was done at the Mendes Assembly, helped direct the participants towards prayer and towards placing Jesus Christ at the center of life. 

We celebrated Eucharist, presided by Marist Father Ricardo Alonso. The Mass was filled with the breath, light and grace of the Holy Spirit. A heart, red in color and surrounded by flowers, along with our mandala, served to express our heart-felt desire to live as Marists. We had brought with us photos of our students both boys and girls. The photos served to bring the students close to us in sentiment, challenging us: we were being invited to live Marcellin Champagnat’s marvelous charism of love for young people, especially those most in need.

In order to remain close to the concrete realities of life in our communities, we worked as much on integrating the Mendes document into our «Provincial apostolic ministry program», as on sharing specific ideas about communicating and witnessing what we were in the process of experiencing. 

In the typical Mexican way, we had a celebration, accompanied with a good drop of tequila taken in a warm, family atmosphere. 

The participants were inspired by the experience and the message of the Mendes Assembly, which they had come to know. 

We reflected on the implications of the Mendes’ message in each one’s life and in our communities, as well as on the place the message might have in the context of the «Year of Spirituality» and the «Provincial apostolic ministry program»

At the end we had a celebration during which Brothers and lay people volunteered to perform that biblical act of mutual service, washing of the feet. The action was meant to demonstrate that one is sent on mission; it also symbolized the commitment to share with others the life we have been given. Brother Victor Preciado, the Provincial, along with some of his Councilors gave each participant a small gift as a remembrance of being sent on mission and of being committed to it. 

God was there. He touched our hearts. He shared his love with those who attended the meeting. He opened our eyes and ears to be attentive to the «cries of children and young people.» He asked for our hands, our lives, so that they might be life-giving and might manifest Him to others. Upon the countenance of all the participants, one could see both contentment and gratitude. 

The Holy Spirit was there! The Spirit was breathing, was bringing new life, “that unquenchable fire fire that burns within, filling us with passion for the building of the Kingdom of God. This becomes the driving force of our lives as we allow the Spirit of Christ to lead us» (Water from the Rock, p. 14).

Alejandro Mayoral and Bro. Héctor Dessavre 
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