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FORMS OF RELATIONSHIP

WITH THE MARIST CHARISM

I don’t know what the future will bring but, in a way, I feel both excited and challenged about having to ultimately find newer ways to be Marist. (USA)

Together, Depositories of the Charism

54. The vocation of Lay Marists is a new expression of the charism of Champagnat. Therefore, we can only understand ourselves in communion with the Institute of the Brothers, the original form of the charism and the source from which we have discovered the treasure of our identity. 

55. The lay life is expressed in a multitude of contexts and personal journeys. Therefore, the way in which the Lay Marists relate to the Institute and to other Marist groups is constantly evolving, and it is different according to the cultures and history of each place. In the face of this diversity, the essential thing is to maintain the brotherhood, accomplishing the desire of Marcellin: That it can be said of you…. look how they love one another
. 

56. That same brotherhood also unites us to other people who live the Marist charism from other states of life, such as the diocesan priesthood, the female religious life or other forms of religious association. In the same way, there are people from other Christian denominations who share with us the charismatic call and we enrich one another’s lives.

57. The Marist charism, gift of the Spirit, who blows where he wills
, today touches the hearts of men and women of other religions or beliefs
. We, Marist brothers and lay people, welcome these people who find in Champagnat’s charism a way to live more deeply their own religious experience and their commitment to humanity.
Relationship with Other Marist Congregations 

58. From its origin, the Marist charism of Champagnat, maintains a special relationship with the Society of Mary: Marist Fathers, Marist Sisters Marist Missionary Sisters and the Marist Third Order. We have part of our history and spiritual journey in common with Mary toward Jesus. In some parts of the world, we are together in the mission, which reinforces our links. We want to strengthen and enrich this relationship, contributing our identity of Lay Marists of Champagnat
.

59. In the same way, we feel ourselves to be a family with the diverse associations of religious and diocesan congregations springing from the charism of Champagnat, especially with the Marist Sisters of Champagnat (Guatemala) and the Marist Daughters of Jesus the Good Shepherd (Nigeria).

60. Also, in some places, we share with diocesan priests who feel the Marist charism as their own, which brings us a unique wealth. They, from their specific vocation, they also show a new Marist face.

Relationship with the Institute of the Marist Brothers 

Since I heard about Marcellin, I have continued to grow, understanding more about myself and being able to feel part of the community with the Marists. Before that I was independent. The best thing that has happened since I met the Marists is that I have seen what God wants of me, is what God wants of them. He has given me a place where I belong. (Australia)

61. To share the charism with the Institute implies, above all, the building of a fluid relationship, where there is effective communication between the Brothers and the Lay people. The original Marist charism was born with the Institute of the Brothers; it is there that we have found our vocation and we want to share our journey. 

62. This relationship should be strengthened in local situations, overcoming difficulties that might arise. We look for moments to get to know one another better and to strengthen our own vocations. Both lay groups and communities of Brothers should open their spaces to one another, testifying in this way that we belong to the same family and are united with one heart. 
63. In a world which becomes more global every day, meetings and national and international experiences reveal that the Marist charism overcomes frontiers and helps in the dialogue between cultures and traditions. They are an opportunity to get to know the different forms in which the Marist charism is embodied today and they contribute new intuitions to recreate it. 
64. Although the important part of our relationship is found in free interpersonal communication, there exists also, among Brothers and Lay Marists, an institutional dimension. Thanks to the rich process carried out in these last decades, the moment has arrived to encourage new structures that will allow the deepening of that institutional relationship even more. 
Liaison and Sense of Ownership 

Together with other lay people we decided to take steps to enable us to connect all Marist life which exists at a lay level in Catalonia. We gave the name to this project ‘The Marist Lay Movement’ and we dedicated a good part of our energy to it, accompanied by the Brothers. We realize that the laity has multiple forms of expression and that the Marist charism is in many hearts that beat in harmony. (Spain)

65. The Institute of the Brothers, throughout its history, has conserved a rich tradition of lay men and lay women who have been attracted by the Marist charism. The Associations of Former Marist Students came into being in this way. From their own identity, they began a reflection on the participation of the lay people in Marist spirituality and mission which has led some to discover their lay Marist vocation

66. The Affiliates of the Institute are people (lay, priests or religious), whom the Institute has made participants of the spiritual goods of the religious family of the Brothers
, because they have demonstrated an exceptional love and support for the Marist work. They already have a formal recognition of ownership of the Institute.

67. The Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family is linked to the Marist provinces and districts through the express approval of each one of the fraternities by the brother provincial. Maintaining their autonomy, there exist in each place different structures and spaces that guarantee their relationship with the province. 

68. The life communities of Brothers and Lay people suppose another type of relationship with the Institute. The lay people share life, spirituality and mission with the Brothers, and they figure explicitly in the organization of the communities of the province or of the district. 

69. Other Lay Marist groups, with their own particular history and journey, live their relationship with the Institute in multiple ways. The fundamental part of a lay Marist vocation is its link to the charism, from which the communion with the Brothers is born. This communion does not imply, in all cases, the desire to belong to the Institute. 

Recognition of the Vocation 

I was invited to a spiritual retreat whose central theme was the role of the Brothers and of the Lay Marists in the refoundation. In the final Eucharist there took place the renewal of vows by the Brothers and the commitment by the Lay people. In this ceremony I formalized my life choice of following Jesus in the service of others as did Saint Marcellin, in daily life. (Colombia)

70. All Christian vocation is born in and for the Church, and it is for the service of the world. For that reason, our vocation of Lay Marists, like that of the lay men and lay women who are attracted by other foundational charisms tend to be recognized by the ecclesiastical community. 

71. According to the Plan of Life of the Champagnat Movement
, the fraternities, after appropriate processes of personal and group discernment, see their Marist vocation endorsed through the recognition of the Brother Provincial. 

72. Other people and groups feel the need to request recognition from their Marist province of their vocation to the Institute or the diocesan Church. But there also exist those who, experiencing the Marist vocation as their own, do not believe this recognition to be necessary. 

73. We are experiencing a moment of creativity which is interesting and complex. In some provinces new forms of welcoming the lay vocation are being carried out. We should discern together, Brothers and Lay people, the best ways to channel the vitality that is growing. The articulation of the initiatives instigated by the provinces will contribute to consolidating this recognition. 

Towards a new Marist Model in the Church 

My husband and I wish to reflect on new projects that permit the integration of Lay people in the Institute. We dream of a Marist community which brings together Brothers, celibates, married couples and families, priests… all of them with the desire to commit themselves to live the Marist charism. We wonder how people like us can experience this feeling of ownership and a real union with the great Marist Family which is the Institute, without having its support, recognition and concrete bonds. (Canada)

74. Driven by the Spirit, we are helping a new ecclesiastical model to be born, one based on the equal dignity of all Christian vocations and in the image of the Church as People of God in communion. 

75. The experience of sharing the charism directs us to rethink the institutional model that until now has embodied the Marist charism in the Church. Experience seems to indicate that we not only need to widen the tent
of the Institute, but also to build together a new tent where everyone, Brothers and Lay people, may find our place.
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