Zimbabwe Sector History 
[James Langlois fms 24 Feb 2015]
The Circumstances Leading 

to Our Coming to Kutama in 1939

Brother Marie Stratonique was the first Canadian to become Provincial in Iberville.  When he took office in 1933 he was determined to open up a field of Marist apostolate in a foreign land. (1) The Province had already sent two Brothers to New Caledonia in 1925, but this mission was administered by French Brothers.  Brother Louis Ephrem Trudeau was one of them (2).  He was to join our first contingent at Kutama fourteen years later. 

1934  Request for Canadian Brothers  -  Tensions at Roma

Early in 1934 Bishop Bonhomme, head of the Vicariate of Roma in what was then Basutoland, wrote to Brother Diogène, Superior General, asking for Canadian Brothers.  In his reply Brother stated that the situation in the Canadian Province must be the same as in 1927 when Bishop Cenez, his predecessor had made a similar request (3).  As a result of the push for further studies and the effort to replace lay staff in its main schools, the Province was still short of personnel.

These requests reveal a very different attitude in the two prelates.  Bishop Cenez, quoted by Father Chevrier, “contemplated important extension to the work of the Marist Brothers throughout (his) Vicariate.”  Bishop Bonhomme, on the other hand, must have been critical of the Brothers already there, for Brother Diogène reminded him in his reply dated 17th May that the Church authorities and the English government had expressed their appreciation for the work of the Brothers in Roma and he emphasised that the South African Province was indeed interested in this mission and all along had provided assistance to maintain it.  Obviously more Brothers were needed, but the Province had just opened a school for blacks in Bloemfontein.  Brother Diogène then mentioned that the congregation had a policy of recruiting locally in mission territories.  It had been doing so in the Congo, but   after a meeting of bishops in that country presided by the Apostolic Delegate our Brothers had been ordered to stop and to send their candidates home.  Brother Diogène implied that it was for this reason that the general administration had taken no initiative in this respect in Lesoto.  

By way of conclusion Brother Superior General wrote that he would pass on the request for Brothers to the South African Provincial who would no doubt do what he could to assist.  (4)

On a visit to the community at Roma some months later the Provincial, Brother Borgia, was unable to meet the Bishop.  He wrote to him on 15th June of that year, trying first to clear several misunderstandings.  He began by pointing out: “the Province of South Africa spent several thousand pounds in building and equipment, and it has never drawn one penny from our House at Roma”.  Besides, “if our Brothers were not at Roma, I could employ them in our schools in the Union and save teachers’ salaries to the extent of £1000 a year”.  Referring to the Bishop’s surprise that the Brothers did not have more than one school in the country, he countered: “As far as I know, we have never been invited to establish any other”.  He added that he had asked Monsignor Martin and Father Pennerath two years earlier if there was scope for another Brothers’ school in the country.  “They said they did not think so”.  He then commented on to the opinion expressed earlier by the Bishop “that very few of the Marist Brothers at Roma are imbued with the Missionary spirit”.  “In the last three and a half years, I have come to admire their work and devotedness.  I should hesitate before admitting that men who have spent ten, fifteen, even twenty-five years at Roma, are without the Missionary spirit”.  After attempting at length to refute the Bishop’s criticisms of several of the Brothers, he shifted to the matter of staffing.  That year they had only one novice and the first group of juniors was to enter the novitiate in 1936.  Even if they were handicapped through lack of subjects, he wrote, “we should be loath to relinquish our work in Roma under any conditions, but it would be a pleasure and a privilege to co-operate with the Marist Brothers of Canada if they came to Basutoland”.  There being little hope of their coming, he added, ”we have no objection to your introducing other Brothers if you can procure them.  I do think, however, my Lord, that the work being so efficiently done at St Joseph’s Institution (in Roma) is so important for your Vicariate that it would be unwise to dispense with our services.  We should certainly feel that a summary dismissal would be but a scant return for the work our Brothers have accomplished at Roma within the last twenty-five years”.

His concluding remarks were an honest attempt at conciliation.  “I trust, my Lord, you will pardon my frankness. I am labouring rather at a disadvantage through having had no direct communication from you, and I have gathered my impressions both from the Rev. Brother Superior General’s letter and from the Brothers at Roma to whom you expressed your sentiments.  I am quite aware that many flaws can be picked up in our work in the past, that we have made many mistakes, and that, perhaps, to a Prelate like yourself, burning with Missionary zeal, our weaknesses are more apparent than our merits.  All I can say now is, that we are ready to co-operate with you as far as our means will allow, and trust that we can always be helpful to you in training teachers for your Vicariate”(5).

This last letter is quoted extensively for a purpose.  The contents and the tone of this correspondence between the Bishop, the Superior General and the South African Provincial already reveal considerable tension.  It does not augur well for the future of our Marist presence in Roma.  

On 30th July the Bishop wrote a stiff letter to Brother Provincial.  This time he focussed on the fact that Brother Borgia had not committed himself to recruit locally and “to open a novitiate for the Basutho like other religious families in Basutoland”.  He threatened, “As there is no other reason than ‘Colour Bar’ that prevents you to act according to our wishes, I hereby warn you that I will bring the matter to the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith with the documents I have in my possession on the history of your Congregation in Basutoland”. (6) 

In his reply dated 7th August Brother Borgia explained:  “I regret very much that lack of personnel prevents us from organising a native section of Marist Brothers in Basutoland.  When I first heard that you wished to see us develop in that direction I considered the question carefully.  It was evident to me and to the member of my Council that to establish a Native Novitiate and organise Native Communities in the near future would necessitate our supplying several additional European Brothers for Basutoland.  At the present moment we have 12 boys in our Juniorate, none of whom will have completed their training before about 1939.  Besides these we have only one Novice.  Our Superior-General sends us one or two young German Brothers when he has them available.  Surely, my Lord, you can see for yourself what desperate straits we shall be in for the next five or six years to keep the schools we have going.  You say that there is no other reason than the ‘Colour Bar’ which prevents us from responding to your desires.  I would like to know, my Lord, if you can substantiate that serious statement.  As far as my Council and I are concerned the ‘Colour Bar’ did not enter the discussion.  There may be irresponsible Brothers in this Province who do not care for the idea of having Native Brothers but the opinions of a few such individuals do not constitute the policy of a Province, much less of a Congregation. (7).

1935  The tension builds up

In the state of mind in which he was, Bishop Bonhomme looked for a solution in Canada, his country of origin. He asked his Vicar General, Monsignor Martin, also an Oblate of Mary Immaculate, to contact the Marist Provincial when on leave in Canada.  Instead the latter saw a Provincial Councillor.  Following that meeting there was an exchange of letters between the two to which Bishop Bonhomme refers in a letter to the Canadian Provincial on 19th January 1935.   

In it he complained again about the Brothers already in Roma, this time accusing them as well as other missionaries of not really being interested in caring for the indigenous people.  Strangely enough he adds: “I have always had a great esteem for your Congregation and I have the firm confidence that the Canadian Marist Brothers will save the honour of the situation”.  

The bishop then outlined how he intended, as he put it, “to organize Roma … which has hardly progressed since its foundation”.  “First of all we must improve the teacher training by means of choice staff.  I am putting a Priest at the head of this school like in Canada.  He will be the Principal who will teach certain subjects that Brothers are not in a position to teach as they do not have the necessary philosophical and theological formation.”  He also wanted to add a school of agriculture to our institution and at a later date possibly a technical training centre.  Finally he wrote on the necessity of opening a novitiate for local recruits. (8)

Bishop Bonhomme mentioned in this letter that our South African Provincial and the Brothers of Roma had been informed of the move to replace the head of the institution with one of his men.  In fact, however, he had once mentioned verbally to Brother Paul Edward Nolan that “the Principal of our School ought to be a Priest”.  That must have been very early in January.  Brother had then notified his Provincial in writing.  Only later did the Bishop send a written notice to Brother Paul to the effect that he had appointed Father Bélanger as Principal of our school (9).  From the date the appointment was to come into effect, the Brothers were to be teachers only (10).

On 7th March of that year Brother Borgia wrote to Bishop Bonhomme: “It seems very strange to me that you should appoint a Priest as Principal of our Institution without having an understanding with the Marist Provincial of South Africa or with our Superior General.”  “My own conviction was, and is, that such an arrangement is unworkable”.  He then quoted Brother Clement, Assistant General, whom he had contacted previously on being informed that such a move was considered.  “Under no consideration accept a Priest as Principal at Roma. There is a similar move projected in the Seychelles, but Rev. Brother (i.e. Brother Superior General) wrote that he would withdraw the Brothers rather than accept the condition.”

Brother Borgia was very direct in his conclusion: “I respectfully suggest, my Lord, that the appointment of Father Bélanger remain in abeyance until a clear understanding has been reached between Your Lordship and our Superior General.  If you believe it to be your duty to insist on a Priest being Principal, and our Superior General is opposed to our remaining in Roma under such conditions, it will be a question of arranging in a friendly manner for our withdrawal from your Vicariate.  If that happens, it seems to me extremely unlikely that our Brothers of the Province of Canada will come to Basutoland.” (11)

Brother Paul Nolan was both community Superior and Headmaster of the School at the time.  In a tape recording he made in the 1990s relating this period at Roma, he said that at this point “Bishop Bohomme decided to keep the status quo for the time being”. (10)

On 7th June the Bishop wrote to Brother Superior General, wondering why he had not received a reply to the letter he had sent to the Canadian Provincial in January.  Had the project been abandoned?  An event pointing to that possibility, he thought, was the sending of Brother Henry to Canada.  (Brother Henry George was a Canadian who had been transferred from the Seychelles to Roma.)  The Bishop added that he knew “all the underhand dealings leading to his departure”…  His question then was: “Are the Canadian Brothers still coming to replace their Brothers at Roma.  If so, when?”  (12)

Brother Diogène answered his query on 3rd July.  “The circumstances are slightly better at present”, he wrote.  “From my correspondence with Brother Provincial who has taken this project as a priority, I conclude that this matter will be solved in not too distant a future.”  He added that in his opinion the Superiors involved needed more time to conclude the negotiations in a satisfactory manner.  The future of the project required it.    

He took the opportunity to comment on the issue of a Priest being in charge of the School at Roma.  “I must point out to your Excellency that, in order to avoid inevitable differences of opinion and as a result conflicts , we are not in a position to accept and in fact we never accept that the Brother Director be not the actual Director of the establishments confided to us.”

Then he addressed the issue raised by the Bishop: “A word in your letter concerning the transfer of Brother Henry George obliges me to state that the transfer of a Brother whoever he may be is an administrative matter that comes under the Brother Provincial alone for which he is accountable only to his Council.  The other way round would be awkward for the Provincial who must above all take into account the needs of the communities and often their interior peace. (13)

Commenting on this Brother in his taped recording Brother Paul Nolan said that “he was a good, energetic teacher, but a bit avant garde and very critical.  There was so much he could criticize and he did not have a good word to say of the Brothers.”  A document this Brother wrote which is now in our Canadian archives confirms this.  Brother Paul related that one day he found the bedroom of Brother empty.  He had shifted from the residence near the school to the farm cottage without saying a word to anyone.  Being the superior, Brother Paul asked him to return, since he was often needed at the school.  Brother categorically refused to do so, saying that only the Superior General could give him such an order, as he was the one who had appointed him to Roma.  Being now close to the Fathers’ place Brother Henry would go to them after school with his tales, doing much harm to the Brothers.  It is likely that the Bishop believed some of these complaints, for he took his defence in the letter to Brother Superior General quoted earlier.  Once in Canada, however, Brother left the congregation.  Eventually he became an Oblate Brother, returned to Lesotho, but also left that order.

1936  A satisfactory contract is drawn up

How much of this tension between the Bishop and the Brothers at Roma reached Canada?     If the Canadian Provincial was aware that the Bishop had gone back on his decision to appoint an Oblate Priest at the head of the school, did he conclude that the tensions were over?  Some research overseas might throw light on this point.  Be that as it may, we know that the following year he sent Brother Louis Patrice to Roma to study the situation on the spot.  Brother left New York for Durban on 29th September 1936 (14). 

He received a warm welcome from both Bishop Bonhomme and the local Marist Community at Roma.  Before the start of negotiations, Brother Patrick enquired about the contract made previously between the Vicariate and the South African Province.  Brother Paul found a document with this clause, i.e., “that the Brothers would conduct the School, that they would be in sole charge of it, being autonomous while under the South African Province.  Moreover, the Brothers would not be a liability to the Vicariate”.  Brother Paul also explained to Brother Patrick that their Teacher Training was very small.  The graduates at the end of the three-year course were only about half a dozen.  Even then the institution depended partly on students sent to them by their Bishops in South Africa.  It had already been agreed by the Church therefore that the Brothers of the Sacred Heart would not open a second Teacher Training at St. Monica’s, also in the plain.  The latter were agreeable to this because they had plenty of room for expansion in the mountains, a far bigger region. 

Brother Patrick therefore insisted on these two points in the negotiations with Bishop Bonhomme who included them in the official contract to be presented to the Major Superiors for final approval.  Brother was therefore satisfied when he returned to Canada on 31st December.

1937  The decision to send Brothers to Roma

The Provincial Council was agreeable to these terms. In April 1937 the General Council approved the transfer of the Mission of Roma to the Canadian Province. (15)

In due course the Provincial appointed the following Brothers as founding members of the new Roma community:  


Brother Louis Patrice Veilleux
Director
hereafter Brother Patrick


Brother Michel Ernest Paré

Sub Director
hereafter Brother Michael Ernest


Brother Antoine Celestin Huot


hereafter Brother Anthony


Brother Victor Dominic Gobeil


hereafter Brother Dominic


Brother Ernest Victor Ouellet



hereafter Brother Ernest

Four of them had a bachelor’s degree in academic fields, two the equivalent of a master’s degree in education, and one a bachelor’s degree in agriculture

In a letter to Bishop Bonhomme Brother Patrick asked whether the Brothers who had been appointed could spend a year in Britain to obtain a Diploma in Education at the University of London, at the same time getting acquainted with the British system of education and also improving their knowledge of English.  This meant a delay, but the Bishop was agreeable, as they would thus be better prepared to serve in the Vicariate 

At the end of August four of the pioneers embarked in Quebec on a ship bound for Britain.  Brother Anthony, already in Europe for his second novitiate, was to join them in London some months later.  

Meanwhile a notice appeared in Moeletsi, a Suto Catholic paper, to the effect that the Brothers of the Sacred Heart were to open a new Elementary Teacher Training at St. Monica’s on the plain to prepare teachers for up to Grade 3.  

Purely by chance Brother Paul had seen the letter of Mr. Bull, the Director of Education to Father Blais, the Secretary for Catholic Schools.  In it he was offering this new course to Roma, and at the same time a grant of £200.  In this way  the Canadian Brothers could make of St. Joseph’s a more efficient institution.  He added that if the Fathers and the Brothers did not want it, then the ministry would give it to someone else.

Unfortunately Father Blais acted in an underhand way.  Without consulting the Brothers, he replied that they did not want it, and to make matters worse, he stated in the newspaper advert that the new training course would start in January 1938 at St. Monica’s with the permission of Mr. Bull, which was not the case.  

Concerned as he was for the Canadian Brothers, Brother Paul therefore went to see Mr. Bull on this matter.  He stated that the Brothers could take it and in fact wanted it.  Moreover, with the grant they could employ an extra teacher. (10)

Mr. Bull wrote a stiff letter to Father Blais.  “It seems to me … that it is impossible for me to refuse the request put forward in Brother Edward’s letter (the name by which Brother Paul was then known).  I think that St. Joseph’s Institution (in Roma), assuming that it is adequately staffed, has the right to be authorised to undertake this course.  This being so, I cannot think that it would be fair to St Joseph’s or wise policy on the part of your Church to allow St. Monica’s to compete”.  “I am sorry about this ‘contretemps’ but I hope that you will agree with me that the opening of a second school for this E.V. Course should be in the mountains rather than anywhere in the lowlands, and that it would be wiser to delay it for a year.”  (16)

Learning of this, the Bishop called in Brother Paul and reprimanded him for having taken the initiative of going straight to Mr. Bull without his permission.  Brother explained that he saw this as contravening an important clause agreed upon with Brother Patrick, e.g., that there would be only one Teacher Training in the plain.  The terse reply he received was, “I am the Bishop and I don’t want you to have this course”.  As a result no one got it.  (10)

1938  An unexpected turn of events

Brother Patrick was duly informed of this unfortunate development and received copies of the newspaper advertisement and the letter of Mr. Bull, the Director of Education.  His own letter on 13th January 1938 to Brother Clement, Assistant General, shows how upset he was.

He felt “it was so unfair to spoil our work before we reach Roma and when we are assuming so costly a preparation to answer the great plans of the Bishop on the school in Roma”.  Then he added, “The Fathers could not receive a better lesson from a protestant, as regards fairness and justice.  M. Bull interpreted splendidly our point of view.  The blunders of the Fathers and company could not turn worse against them.”  Brother Patrick expressed his gratitude to Brother Clement and the new South African Provincial, Brother Osmond for their timely intervention.  He then mentioned that he had written a letter to the Bishop that he had first sent to Brother Superior General for his approval.  

He took the opportunity to inform Brother Clement that Brother Anthony was expected in London on 24th January.  He had managed to have him admitted to their programme at the Institute of Education at that late stage.  He also referred to Brother Louis Ephrem Trudeau , saying their Assistant General had not said a word about him (17).  Brother had left New Caledonia five years earlier and was working in Australia.  Hearing of this foundation, he must have sought permission to join the new missionary contingent.

Brother Patrick duly informed his Provincial of this unfortunate incident at Roma and the fact that he had not received a satisfactory answer from Bishop Bonhomme.  In view of this development the Canadian Provincial Council took the decision “d’attendre la réponse du ciel” (to wait for the answer of heaven” (18).  

1938 Invitation to take over Kutama

Not long afterwards a totally unexpected request was to come our way.  On 21st December 1937 Bishop Chichester of Salisbury in Southern Rhodesia wrote a letter to Brother Clement: “I am looking for some order to take charge of our Native Training School for teachers.  If there is  any chance of your order undertaking this work, we could go into details.  Perhaps you will be at Cape Town for the congress where we could discuss things.” (19)  

Brother had not received this request by the time he attended the congresss on 17th January 1938 where he did meet with Bishop Chichester.  Five days later Brother wrote to him: “I do see some hope of meeting it, not with Brothers from South Africa, but with Canadians at present studying in London”. He enquired when he would expect the Brothers to start and asked how long the option was open.  Brother suggested the end of May, as he was to be back in Europe only in the middle of March. (20)  

In his prompt reply dated 2nd February Bishop Chichester wrote that they could cope for that year and so did not require help before January 1939.  Touching on the question of a deadline, he added that he had contacted three other orders and if another one agreed to come and was qualified to do the work, he would close with them.  Finally he suggested that Brother Clement or a representative come in person to visit Kutama and report to him. (21)

In his reply dated 8th February Brother Clement stated: “They are not under my jurisdiction, otherwise I would be able to deal with you on business lines”.  [At the time each Assistant General was caring for specific regions of the Marist world.]  This is why  “I shall have to return to Europe before I can do anything definite”.  (22)

Keen as he was to have us, Bishop Chichester did not wait for further developments on our side.  As early as 25th of that month he wrote a first letter to Brother Patrick in London with information on the Teacher Training School at Kutama. From then on there was a steady flow of correspondencee between them, and occasionally with Brother Osmond of South Africa. A number of these letters can be found in the archives of the Archdiocese of Harare (23).  

The last letter of Brother Patrick from the Institute of Education is of particular interest to us.  From it we learn that they had just completed their course at the Institute of Education.  They were to leave the port of Genoa on 21st July and expected to land in Durban on 10th August.  He mentioned that his four companions were to proceed to various Marist schools in the Union of South Africa to teach there till the end of the year.  As for himself on the 20th he was to board a ship due to reach Beira four days later.  From there he was to travel by rail up to Harare where he would meet the Bishop.

In that same letter Brother Patrick announced that Brother Osmond had offered him a member of his Province to assist them during their first year at Kutama.  This was Brother Walston, an Australian.  Brother Patrick wanted to know whether the Bishop was prepared to accept an additional member on the team of pioneers. The reply was favourable. (24)

At Campion House in Salisbury the negotiations went extremely well.  The final draft of the agreement signed by Bishop Chichester on 23rd September 1938 reads as follows:

AGREEMENT

between

The Right Rev. ASTON IGNATIUS CHICHESTER and the INSTITUTE of the MARIST BROTHERS

for the acceptance of the NATIVE TEACHER TRAINING SCHOOL at KUTAMA

1. The undersigned, the Right Reverend A.I. Chichester, Vicar Apostolic of Salisbury, the Reverend Brother Diogène, Superior General of the Marist Brothers and the Rev. Brother Provincial of Canada, accept the following conditions for the acceptance of Kutama Training School and subsidiary classes, by the Marist Brothers of the Canadian Province.

2. The Vicar Apostolic accepts the Marist Brothers of Canada in his Vicariate to take the direction of the Native Training School and subsidiary classes, at Kutama.  For this purpose His Lordship puts at the disposal of the Brothers, as long as they carry on education in this school, buildings, furniture, etc., used for the school purposes, except the house built by a benefactor for the missionary priest.  Also the adjoining land (Rothwell and Rothwell exten.), installations, implements, cattle and all the produce.

3. The Brother Provincial of Canada undertakes to provide a permanent staff of five qualified Brothers for the year 1939, and may increase this number with the agreement of the Vicar Apostolic.  The opening of other schools in the Vicariate may after mutual discussion be agreed upon.

4. The rights granted to the Bishop by the Canon Law and the Propaganda being safeguarded, the Brothers will be allowed to deal with the Department of Native Education regarding the curriculum, regulations, methods, for the carrying on of the academic and technical work of the school; also for the question of salaries and grants in aid provided for the maintenance of the Institution.  Grants in aid and school fees will be administered for the benefit of the school.

5. The Makumbe tax (25) , 2% of the grants, will cease for Kutama should the Brothers undertake training of native subjects for brotherhool; and further, the Vicar Apostolic will put no difficulties in the way of any natives applying to be admitted into the Institute of the Marist Brothers.

6. The Father in charge of the Mission of Kutama will provide for the religious services of the Brothers, and the Bishop will be responsible for providing their annual retreat.  The Brothers will in return board the Father, provide for his personal wants and petrol for apostolic work.  In no year will be the Brothers be expected to pay more than fifty pounds under this head.

7. Out schools.  The Brother in charge of the School of Kutama will himself or through a delegate be in charge of the out schools attached to Kutama Mission and will receive the Government grants for them.

8. The Vicar Apostolic will give the Brothers the sum of fifty pounds per year for ten years, it being understood that such is a gift ex gratia, i.e. dependent on funds available.

9. The present agreement shall be open to revision at the end of 1941, or before that day by agreement by both parties.  Either party may terminate this agreement after the end of any school year provided twelve months’ notice has been given in writing, before the end of that school year.  (26)

This agreement set clear boundaries for each party: the Brothers responsible for the school as well as the Priest in charge of the parish.  Brother Patrick was delighted. The way ahead was now so clear.  He proceeded to Kutama where he taught, assured of a favourable response from the Superiors.  Eventually a cablegram arrived from overseas, confirming his hopes: “Partez pour la Rhodésie!” (Leave for Rhodesia!)  (27)

The document was duly signed by Brother Louis Gustave, the Canadian Provincial and on 7th March 1939 by Brother Diogène, then Superior General.

What moved Bishop Chichester to offer such generous terms?  From the start he had confidence in our congregation.  Besides, he was a capable administrator with a clear understanding of the new structures needed for the smooth administration of Kutama.  He sensed that autonomy would be best for the educational institution he was offering to us.  He also had the interest of his own men at heart.  At the time the parish was immense:  150 miles (240 km) x 200 miles (320 km), and covered territory up to Sipolilo near the Zambezi River (26).  The priests at the Mission would thus be free to focus their attention on their own demanding ministry.  Time proved the wisdom of this agreement.   

1939  Arrival at Kutama

Brother Ernest and Brother Dominic reached Kutama around Christmas.  Brothers Michael Ernest, Brother Anthony and Brother Walston did so on 6th January 1939.  Recent torrential rains had immobilised all three vehicles at the mission.  How surprised the newcomers were on their arrival Kutama Siding to find an ox wagon waiting to pick them up.  Brother Anthony once related that they were seated on their luggage, holding umbrellas to protect themselves from the rain.  What a sight this must have been!  At one point one asked why they were travelling in the middle of a stream to be told that this was the road to the mission…  

The Marist team of pioneers was thus ready to start the new school year on 23rd January (27). Brother Ephrem joined them in November of that year.  

Epilogue

The community at Roma, for their part, left the Mission on 31st December 1938, thus ending more than 25 years of service at that institution.  Commenting on this sad departure, Brother Paul Nolan said in his taped recording: “We realized that we could not meet the progress that was going to be made.  We were only too pleased to hand over to the Canadian Brothers, but it did not work out that way.  We had done the spadework.  The Brothers of the Sacred Heart made a success where we were a failure.  They have black Brothers, we would have had them too”.  

“The Brothers of the Sacred Heart did not take over our property.  The Oblate Fathers used it to make their Junior Seminary, and what had been their Junior Seminary became the school of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart at Roma.  Eventually the Teacher Training was relocated to Maseru.”

Commenting on Bishop Bonhomme, Brother Paul said that he believed “he must have had a mandate from the Pope to pull them out of the doldrums, as it were.  “He was energetic, impetuous, and did good work.  He was a progressive man, tireless, a bulldozer.    Every week he went to a mission…  He harnessed the waterfall of the river to have lights for the mission, which was a blessing.  He was behind the establishment of two hospitals”.  

In 1946 Brother Paul was a delegate at our general chapter at Grugliasco in Italy.  A former Superior General of the Oblates preached their retreat.  At one point he met Brother Paul and   on learning that he had been at Roma and had known Bishop Bonhomme, he exclaimed, “C’est le cauchemar des Oblats!” (He is the nightmare of the Oblates).  They too had had problems with him.

Brother Paul concluded his taped message by alluding to a statement that appeared in an issue of Le Bulletin de l’Institut of 1908 when Roma was founded: “la divine providence qui guide tout”, (divine providence that guides everything), and he added, “in strange ways, in very strange ways”.  Today we can see clearly the hand of God behind the invitation to take over Kutama.  A few years later we spread out from there to both Malawi and Zambia.  Yes indeed, God guides events, sometimes in very strange ways.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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