
 

 

 

 

  

 
New Year Resolutions: a call to think global 

 

At the beginning of every new year different societies and individuals do various things to mark the new 

era. It has also become a universal practice for certain individuals, as well as groups, to have a kind of 

resolution or goal for the new year. The common idea behind these new-years' resolutions and goals is 

based on an attempt to improve certain aspects of life or performances that failed to impress during the 

past year. 

 

Checking on the resolutions of the people in my immediate circles I came to 

understand that some wish to get in shape, others want to eat healthier foods, 

stop procrastinating, improve concentration on mental skills, read the bible 

more often, improve their prayer life, make a habit of visiting the blessed 

sacrament. Others want to meet more people, become more active, become 

more confident and take chances, earn more money and do a lot of travels.  

Other resolutions include reduce stress, a desire to be happier with life, give up 

habits like smoking and not spending too much time on the phone or with the 

computer. As individuals spelt out their respective resolutions for the new year, nations, companies, 

congregations and groups of all sorts have also come up with ambitious development and strategic plans 

that presuppose improvement in performances of profit margins. 
 

Reflecting on this, there is one common denominator for both the individual and group resolutions being, 

“self-interest”, which deliberately or imperceptibly ignores the impact on others and especially the on 

“global good”. Some current events in the young year of 2020 will amplify this point; as I write now a war 

is looming between United States and Iran, another disturbing factor is the bush fire in various parts of 

the world especially in Australia. A few days ago, a seven storey building collapsed in Kep-Cambodia and 

killed 36 innocent people. A critical analysis of these situations may reveal some sort of selfish attitude 

underneath. The egocentric motivations that dominate society today remove the human connection to 

the atrocities and devastation seen around the world. No longer are we seeing a collectivist society 

proactively band together to prevent or heal the world but instead we are seeing reactive individualistic 

attitudes seep through. 
 

The desire to improve or develop at both individual and corporate levels very often have direct or indirect 

effects on the life of the planet and consequently, on the peace of the entire world. However, the challenge 

is how to synchronise our desires to bring peace to all. There is therefore an ardent need for all interested 

parties to network and find solutions to most of our common problems. Moreover, there is also an 

invitation for our individualistic societies to be outward looking; and instead of attempting to bring change 

to ourselves we should try to bring change to our communities. We should reinstate the deeper meaning 

behind the word ‘community’. Among other means implore in this regard, let our attitudes resonate with 

the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi’s prayer of peace that we all become:  

 



Instruments of peace where there is hatred let us sow love.  

Where there is there is injury, pardon. 

Where there is doubt, faith. 

Where there is despair, hope. 

Where there is darkness, light. 

And where there is sadness, joy. 

Lord, grant we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console. 

To be as to understood as to understand. 

To be loved as to love. 

For it is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.     

 
Br. Francis Peter Amoako Attah. FMS 

Blessed James Miller FSC  

Br David Hawke, De La Salle Provincial, notified me last week of the impending Beatification of one of their Brothers.   

James Miller was born in Wisconsin USA in 1944, educated at a De La Salle school and joined the Brothers in 1962. 

After profession and study, he taught in the USA for 5 years but developed a great desire for 

missionary work. He was sent to Nicaragua where he ministered in various roles for ten years. 

However, in 1979 he was ordered home because of political tensions and threats to his life. He 

was considered "likeable, completely genuine" and known for his simplicity and hard work. Keen 

and insistent on returning to central America, he was appointed to Guatemala in1980, a time 

of growing political uncertainty and turmoil. On 13 February 1982 three hooded and masked 

men shot and killed him while he was on a ladder repairing a wall at the De La Salle Indian 

School at Huehuetenango. It is there that he was beatified on 7 December.  

In announcing his beatification, Superior General Robert Schieler wrote: “Brother James was committed to the well-

being of the young people entrusted to his care, especially indigenous young men at risk. 

They ... respected him as a hard worker who led by example more than word. But above all he 

shared a common denominator with the poor rural Indians ... Like them, he was a farmer who 

loved the land". Brother James' beatification is evidence that great things are possible through 

the ordinary activities of our ministry of human and Christian education. Brother James' 

martyrdom calls us to witness to the Reign of God and, like so many others past and present, 

share the light of Christ no matter the cost”.  

Let us rejoice with the Lasallian family that one of them has been recognized for his outstanding 

commitment to the Gospel and to the young whom he served. Blessed James Miller – Pray for 

Us 

 

 

Brothers of Mexico Provinces celebrating 80,70,60,50 and 25 

years of religious life with the Provincial of Mexico Central. 

Provincial House, Mexico City, December 22,2019 

 

Br. Juan Castro 

 



Visit of Pope Francis to Thailand, November 20-23, 2019 

Pope Francis visited Thailand at a time when the country is experiencing strong political and social changes. 
Some spaces were small given the number of people who wanted to attend, since many came from 
neighboring countries. Today, Buddhists in Thailand represent almost 95% of the population, while Christians 
represent approximately 1%, of which half are Catholics. 

 

First, the Pope arrived on the occasion of the 350th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Apostolic Vicariate of Siam, erected in 1669. 
This anniversary reminds us how the first missionaries of MEP 
(Foreign Missions of Paris) from the beginning insisted on having 
Thai priests and a Church that could inculturate the Christian faith 
in the local context. 
 

Since then, the Church has always been a minority in Thailand. 
Moved by the desire to announce the gospel, it has rendered a great service to the country. In fact, the 
Church today maintains 539 schools and 190 social institutions (hospitals, nursing homes, orphanages ...). 
 

Some more significant aspects of the papal visit: 
It had extensive media coverage. After meeting the king, the prime 
minister, the patriarch of the Buddhist community and a 
representation of the university world, the pope celebrated Mass 
in a stadium in Bangkok that gathered about 60,000 people and 
mentioned in his homily that “the missionary disciple is not a 
mercenary of faith or a generator of proselytes, but a beggar who 
acknowledges that he needs his brothers, sisters and mothers, 
with whom to celebrate the irrevocable gift of reconciliation that 
Jesus gives us all ”. 
 

He also referred to certain scourges present in Thailand: “so many children and women victims of prostitution 
and trafficking; young people slaves to the drugs; migrants removed from their homes and families; fishermen 
exploited by unscrupulous patrons; existing social inequalities." 
  

In the visit he made to the Catholic Hospital of Saint Louis, which is celebrating 121 years of its foundation, 
he was welcomed by hundreds of people, including health professionals, patients and their families and 
expressed his gratitude for the work they do. After the meeting he visited the sick and disabled of the 
center, with moments of great tenderness and joy. 
 

He also met the priests, religious, seminarians and 
catechists and expressed "a feeling of thanksgiving for 
the lives of so many missionaries who have left an 
indelible mark in their lives." He encouraged them to 
“inculturate themselves, to give the gospel a Thai face, 
which is much more than doing translations, since for 
many in Thailand the Christian faith is a religion of 
foreigners.”  
 



He then met with the Thai bishops and representatives of the Federation of Episcopal Conferences of Asia 
and thanked them for their willingness to “go ahead, announce, sow, pray, and be patient without losing 
the joy” and exhorted them to learn from the pioneer missionaries to face the difficulties of this time. 
In his meeting with the young people in the cathedral of Bangkok he invited them to welcome Christ "with 
immense joy and love"; He spoke to them about the "plan" God has for them and encouraged them to 
"keep their joy alive and not be afraid to look to the future with confidence." 
 

The Pope came as a father who visits his children to confirm their faith. All the Pope's meetings were 
attended by Christians from various parts of Thailand and from neighboring countries (Myanmar, Laos, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, etc.) who stayed in the different parishes of Bangkok as well as Buddhists and members 
of other religions. This gave the opportunity to see how faith can generate living relationships between 
people who belong to diverse creeds, cultures or nations. 
In summary, I think the visit was very positive. 

Meeting on Economic Sustainability, Nairobi 9-13 December 2019 

Recently the General Administration, in collaboration with the technical team from Brazil, organized a 

workshop on Sustainability. 

It took place at the Marist International Centre (post-novitiate formation centre for the whole of Africa) in 

Nairobi, Kenya from the 9th to the 13th of December of 2019. 

Br. Libardo Garzon, General Econom, plus 12 Brothers from the various Administrative Units in Africa and 

Asia (each Unit’s Bursar together with another Brother) took part in this meeting. 

All Provinces and Districts except the Marist District of Africa have been involved in this process and 

accompanied by the General Administration for the last 4 or 5 years.  

Having previously received a report outlining the 

weaknesses, strengths, opportunities, threats and 

achievements in the Region, and providing a road map for 

the future, each participant spent time examining the 

Region’s current financial situation and proposing further 

steps in order to attain its economic self-sufficiency. 

According to Br. Libardo and the technical team, all the AUs 

concerned have been making significant progress. In 

general, the process has stimulated the creativity and initiative of the Brothers and created a sense of 

unity in the AUs, in particular those with a presence in several countries. It has reduced dependence from 

Rome or supportive Provinces in Europe; it has helped to improve accounts and the management of works, 

introduced checks and balances, and instilled a sense of responsibility in the use of the Region’s resources. 

Some ideas stressed during the meeting: 

- The importance of the local team consisting of the Province or District Council plus other Brothers. 

Ultimately, each Council is responsible for implementing the project. 

- All the Communities and works need to become involved. 



- Key to the process is to have a REALISTIC action plan with goals, criteria and a budget. This plan 

should be evaluated on an annual basis. 

- The plan may give rise to feelings of FEAR and RESISTANCE in some Brothers due to the 

uncertainties of the process and the changes it implies. This is understandable but can be 

overcome by means of a change of mindset.  

- Mission (ministry) and sustainability need to be brought into harmony. Human resources should be 

at the service of the mission. 

- A need to Identify the possible risks of this undertaking and to see the opportunities it offers for 

the future. 

- The goal is to make it possible in the long run for each community and apostolic activity to become 

self-sustainable. Special consideration needs to be given to the support required for houses of 

formation 

Indeed, the workshop was quite upbeat and positive. On the last day Br. Libardo and the technical team 

met with me and stated that they are prepared to help our District start the process leading to financial 

sustainability, and are willing to accompany us for as long as it is needed. 
Br. Jose Grande, Bangkok 

  

  From Talit – West Bengal 

 

Last December, before end of the academic year, we took our hostel boys for a day 

outing to Kolkata, Eco park and zoo as an education tour. They enjoyed so much 

by seeing new things.  

 
 
 

 
Beginning of November 2019, Br. Canisio, MDA Leader visited our community and 
mission. He was welcomed by the way of Santal Tribal way by our students. His 
presence increased the brothers and the students more joy. Also, we had a blessing 
and opening ceremony of the new Dining hall for the students which was financially 
supported by AMS – Australia. Br. Canisio opened the Dining hall.  
 
 
 

Before our boys go home for their holidays for Christmas and New year, we 
Prepared a small crib and sang carols with some roleplays which could help the 
boys tom understand more on the Christmas. We the Brothers and Maria – volunteer 
from Spain helped the students to have a good celebration. It was a meaningful and 
joyful celebration and welcomed Jesus in our community and in our hearts. 
 
One 2nd of January 2020, we celebrated our Foundation day as a community. We 

had a community outing and share our brotherly love with family spirit. 4th our boys 

came back from holidays. We are so happy to see them. These days we are also 



welcoming the new boys as new admission. Hopefully we will be able to get a good number of new students for this 

academic year. 

Br. Jiji Dhasan 

From the Novitiate – Sri Lanka 

The visit of students from the Sacred Heart College in Australia 

      Eleven students from the Sacred Heart College, accompanied by 

their teacher Mr. James, paid a visit to our novitiate after exposing and 

doing ministry of Brothers in Kalpitiya as they do every year.  

   They were toured to the novitiate and the neighborhood to get a 

glimpse of surroundings around by novices. We also conducted some 

prayers and reflections for them in order to insert more religious 

dynamic and let them know the daily life in novitiate. We also organized 

some games to get familiar with each other such as volleyball, we also watched some cultural movie together. 

Students also joined our talent night which added more joys to us. They also interviewed us about our daily routines, 

our timetable, our studies, spiritual life, vocational journey as well as 

some personal questions. 

  After two days of stormy stay in novitiate, they continued their journey 

then flew to India. We are really thankful and blessed by their coming, 

that encourages us to be brothers among the young. They also donated 

some fund for our neighbors in need, that is much appreciated by those 

helped. We wish that all students may bring the Marist Spirit experienced 

in Sri Lanka back to their campus life. 

Liu Cong’s birthday celebration 

22nd of November was a special day for the novitiate community and me personally. It was my birthday and we also 

held the memorial Mass of the holy martyrs of Vietnam. The Apostolic Nuncio to Sri Lanka Rev Archbishop Pierre 

Nguyên Van Tot, our good friend, was presented and celebrated the mass. He also blessed me and said good wish to 

me afterwards. 

 In the evening, we had my birthday celebration party started with prayer, many 

brothers shared their impression and prayers for me and my family, some also 

asked my pardon. I was grateful for journeying with them throughout these years. 

   In order to make the party meaningful, I prepared PPT to share the part of me 

that they had never heard of. In that, I confided my confusing teenagerhood, my 

struggles, my strength and weakness to them. Most of them patiently listened to 

my “HOMILY” till the end and showed their interest. 

I could say it is the most meaningful birthday celebration I have ever experienced 

in my life. I also take this opportunity to thank all brothers and sisters in the Marist 

world, who sent their sincere greetings to me    

Liu Jose – Novice 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Nguy%C3%AAn_Van_Tot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Nguy%C3%AAn_Van_Tot


Outing- Community Building 

Christmas is the time of celebrating the 

coming of Christ Jesus and also prepare 

ourselves, question ourselves about whether 

we are ready for the coming of Christ in 

judgement at the end of the world. As well as 

see the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in 

everything and everyone, in the heart of each 

one of us. In the spirit of Christmas, our 

novitiate community had one day outing. We 

had some community building games in order 

to renew the unity of our community and to 

see Jesus in one another. Everyone was 

blissfully happy with the games and the day. 

Thank the Lord for giving us a meaningful day. 

Duc – Novice 

Marist Brothers Foundation Day 

2nd January 1817, a small community was founded in that little house at La 

Valla. The community called Little Brothers of Mary. Since then, many other 

communities of followers have established throughout last 203 years. 

Together with many Marists across the world, Brothers and Lay, we Marist 

Novitiate community joyfully and gratefully celebrated this Foundation Day.  

We as a community, celebrated this very important day with different 

activities here in Novitiate Tudella. We enjoyed some joyful volleyball games 

together after breakfast with the sport uniform that we designed for 

community. Afterwards, we did some preparations for the Eucharistic 

celebration and lunch. We had a very meaningful Eucharistic celebration with 

the presence of Fathers, Brothers and friends. Adding to this meaningful, we 

would like to give thanks for the beautiful liturgical preparations with music, 

a touching homily form Bro. Remi and the presence of visitors. Following the 

Mass, we had some drinks and then lunch together.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord and Mother Mary for the many blessings that we 

have received throughout last 203 years. And we pray that we, as Marists 

together, by God’s blessings and guidance may continue to bear fruits in the 

Spirit of St. Marcellin in this year and years to come. 

May God, our Good Mother Mary and St. Marcellin be with you always.  

 Long - Novice 

 

 

 

 

 



  Quoc Oai, Ha Noi – Vietnam                              Great day in the Zoo and he Children world 
 

Recently, on the 28 of December, our community 
organized an outing for the orphanage children who are 
living in the home Sisters of Charity convent nearby. This is 
the place where he pays a visit every week, brother Hung 
and I (brother Thuan) join with him sometimes.  
It was a beautiful experience for us all. The children enjoy 
very much every activity we organized. For most of them, 
it was their first time 
to be in Hanoi City 
although their home 

is just about 60 km away. So, for them, it was the most exciting trip 
they’ve ever had. We were also lucky enough to receive enough funds 
for the outing, thanks to brother Kim and his generous friends back in 
Korea. We also got help from our friend and former coworker, Miss 
Hong and of course the help of the Sisters from the orphanage home 
as well. 
 

Brother Geoff is preparing himself to leave Vietnam these days to go back to his home country- Australia 
on 7th of January. He is leaving Vietnam after 12 years of living 
here. Vietnam is like a second home for him already however, he 
feels that it is a suitable time for him to go back to Australia 
considering his health and other personal issues. There are many 
good and great things he has done during this time but I think the 
one we would be familiar with is that he is a brother who is loved 
by anyone who he came in contact with, especially from the 
people of Quoc Oai where 
he has been staying for 

about 8 years. 
Thank you, Geoff, for everything you have done for the people of 
Vietnam especially, the young ones. We would like to thank you 
especially for your love, your concerns and even your commitment 
to helping the children of the least in Vietnam.  
We wish you all the best for your future and may God bless you 
always!! 
With Much love!               Br. Pham Thuan 

 

Saigon Community 
 
 

On Sunday the 5th  January 2020 our Community celebrated 
the foundation day and the birthday of Br Salvador.  

Thanks for the presence as well of Weng, Hao and Tien! 

 

 



Happy 203rd Birthday of our 

Institute and 

Happy Birthday Br. Salavdor 

 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the newly married couple, Hao 

and Weng on their special day. We wish them a 

Blessed Marriage 

 
 
 

outing with the Candidates 

Outing to Long Binh Parish, (near 

Saigon), where Bro. Cong’s uncle is 

the Parish priest.  

We’ve got some fish from the pond 

behind the Parish house.  

Thank you very much Fr Peter and 

Phat for the wonderful meal and your 

hospitality! 

 
Pastoral ministry vocation in Bao Loc, Lam Dang Province  

Pietro and the aspirant Ky went in some 
Parishes of Bao Loc city for “fishing” as 
well.  

Congratulation dear Ky for the new 
composed song WE ARE MARIST, end 
your great talent for giving enthusiasm 
to the children. 

 



 

Marist FC  

Marist Brothers’ Aspirants and Candidates in Ho Chi 
Minh City, Viet Nam. 

 

 

Bro. Pietro 

 

Formation House – Mymensingh, Bangladesh 

 

On December 18th, our Candidates were able to complete their 2nd term exams and ready to go holidays 
for Christmas and New year. Close to us, we have St. Vincent De Paul Sisters who are taking care of the 

sick, also running a small hostel for the girls. We brothers 
and sisters joined together and planed for a day out 
which is a part of our Christmas gift for our boys and 
sister’s girls. We went to Dhaka and visited some 
memorial places of Bangladesh also a “Taj Mahal” model 
of India, which built here in Dhaka few years ago. Now 
it’s a big tourist area where many people spend time on 
holidays. It was a blessed time for all particularly for the 
students to know something more about their country 
and its historical moments. Also, it was a break from their 
studies and visiting and relaxing in the New places.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, in our Aspirancy and Candidates house, we celebrated Christmas in a simple way. So, we decorated 
our chapel and whole house inside. Youngman were very much interested in cleaning and decorating the 
house with colourful papers and lights. On 19th December we had a special Christmas prayer service in our 
chapel, then we went for a supper-out as our Christmas meal. In the absence of Br. George in our 
community who is on his home holidays, we had a simple and meaningful way of celebration. Past one 



week (before Christmas) also we were preparing not only 
our house, also spiritual preparation in our hearts based on 
the day today Gospel readings particularly the week of 
Christmas preparation.  

On second January, our young men came back from home 
as well as two of our brothers (Bros. Virgilio & Cesar) from 
school community visited our formation community. We 
had a good welcoming and simple celebration of our 
Foundation day with the meaningful evening prayer 
service, reflecting on Marcellin and his Dreams. After that 
we went out for supper to 
celebrate the foundation day 
and welcoming the brothers and 
young men.  

 

Bro. Alex 

 

From Davao – Postulancy, Philippines 

 

MISA DE GALLO IN “SAN PABLO” PARISH 

“Misa de gallo’’ in Spanish or ‘’Simbang Gabi’’ in Tagalog is 

the Catholic Mass that celebrated around 9 days before the 

coming of Jesus Christ, our Savior on 25th December. This 

year, at the first time I have been living abroad, I was lucky 

to attend the Misa de gallo in the Philippines. It is a 

wonderful experience that I will carve forever in my heart. 

As a postulant of Marist Brothers, I get used to wake up in 

the early morning to pray or attend masses. Suddenly my 

formators informed that our community would join Misa de 

gallo at 3.30 am with the Filipino’s, I was both surprised and 

worried. Surprising because I did not know what it was and how it was celebrated. Worrying since I was not 

sure that I could wake up at that time. 

Right with the name Misa de gallo-Rooster’s Mass, when it was 3 am on the windy day of 16th December, 

the bell of my San Pablo parish rang. All of my community’s members woke up, did the hygiene hastily and 

went to the church drowsily. Otherwise, we would not have any seat. Despite the cold and many dangers 



around, I could see and hear many people walking along streets and sharing funny stories to others to 

dispel their fears. Once arrived at the church, I thought I was lost because it was extremely different form 

other days. It was luminous with hundreds and hundreds of lights, tinsels and stars. The more I looked at 

it, the more excited I was to enter the church. Catching a glimpse of it, I was amazed. With a small manger, 

I could know how simple my God is. In addition, the church was full of people at 3.30 am, could you imagine 

it? Everything was perfect from the homily of our deacon, to the songs of the choirs and the ending smiled 

applause. It was a classic example for me about Filipino’s faith. I have been fostered by that to consecrate 

my life to Christ and others strongly and deeply. 

For the following days, I tried to sleep earlier in order to wake up energetically. Unfortunately, I did not 

complete all 9 days, but any time I attended the mass, I felt God was with Filipinos and me. 

Hopefully, Misa de gallo will continue flourishing not only in the Philippines but also in other countries. 

Therefore, it will reinforce the faith of Christians and bring back the stray sheep. And personally, I wish 

that I could accomplish all 9 days for the next Misa de gallo.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you 

and your family.  

 

VISITATION OF OUR DISTRICT LEADER 

Thanks to the visitation of the MDA District Leader, Brother 

Canisio. 

All of the Postulants in DAVAO were happy and excited 

when we met and spoke to him. During the time Brother 

Canisio was staying here, we learned and knew more about: 

what brothers doing and what happening around MDA.  

 

 

MARIST FAMILY GATHERING AND CHRISTMAS 

CELEBRATION. 

The Family Spirit in the residence of Marist 
Fathers on December 14. 

 

                                          
 

 

 

Retreat is a time of grace. Where you can feel God's presence intimately or be available for this 
meeting and listen. Because it is a time that goes from prayer to meditation. 



Therefore, during this Advent season, our community made 
our Advent Retreat for three days in the Teresian Daughter 
of Mary (TDM) religious community, it was a pleasant 
environment to deepen in our time of reflection and 
meditation for this Advent season. Not only that, but we 
also had some topics from two brothers, the Brother Paco 
and Bro. Walter, they are preparing a beautiful presentation 
with different topics to help us in our special reflection 
time for this advent season. 

COMMUNITY OUTING 2019 

Our community went to Seagull Resort and all of us enjoyed even though 

the sun was very hot, some of us enjoyed sports like volleyball, hand ball, 

football and different games. Some friends were really excited to host the 

community activities. Others really enjoyed swimming, sports, the 

ambient fresh air as we walked along the beach. 

The important for me is to build community like a Family.  

Thanks “GOD BLESS US”      

Bro. Paco 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2020 

February 2020 

   

 

Good wishes and 
Prayers Brothers! 
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