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F ew months ago, the world was surprised by a 

novel Coronavirus or COVID-19. Nobody        

imagined that the disease that began in far away,     

Wuhan, could spread like wildfire and cause such 

mayhem in the whole world. It will make an     

indelible mark in minds and hearts for ages to 

come.  

The impacts of the COVID-19 on the Marist    

District of West Africa cannot be underestimated. 

It has inflicted emotional and psychological    

trauma to Brothers and Lay Marists. It has further 

caused undesirable consequences on learners and 

their parents and/or guardians. Occasioned by 

lockdown, Brothers, workers and learners were 

required to stay at home, observe social distancing 

and personal hygiene. The primary aim of these 

seemingly stringent measures are to succour in 

containing the fast spreading respiratory disease. 

The lockdown with its accompanying consequenc-

es are huge and has brought untold anxiety, panic 

and uncertainty. Social media posts further       

aggravated the situation as they displayed that the 

end of the world was eminent. Most of social   

media messages painted a bleak and hopeless   

situation without giving hope to the people.  

Notwithstanding the negative ramifications of the 

COVID-19, it has also taught me that human    

beings are interconnected in this world. The expe-

rience shows that what happens to one person in a 

unique location of the world touches and impacts 

on the lives of millions other people in other parts 

of the world. It shows the interconnectedness of 

human beings. The world, like our Marist family, 

is indisputably and concretely related. 

I also think our world, with its institutions and 

structures, will surely change. The aftermath of 

COVID-19 will create a new world order. I see 

that the Coronavirus is accelerating the conversa-

tion that began at 22nd General Chapter in        

Medellin, Colombia. The conversation focused on 

how the world and our Institute will be in ten 

years’ time and touching specifically in the area of 

our apostolate. Does it not, therefore, give us an 

opening to start discerning how we can use     

technology to leverage our Marist educational 

Methodology? Godfrey Esoh, a Cameroonian   

living in the USA, calls our attention to this fact 

and asks teachers, in particular, to think outside 

the box in the wake of this novelty. Perhaps, we 

can think more on how teaching and learning can 

be delivered from home. How can our schools  

engage or teach learners without the ‘customary’ 

physical classrooms in this or future plagues and 

other paradigm shifts? What can be do now or in 

the future to assist our learners especially those in 

examination classes?   

Another positive outcome of the coronavirus is 

that it is promoting communion and fraternity 

among Brothers in the District. We have lived 

model communities and practiced interiority as 

envisioned in our Marist Constitutions and      

Statutes. Brothers are helping to cook, in cleaning 

the compound and some Brothers even helping 

health professionals in creating awareness of the 

menace of the disease in some local communities.   

Above all, COVID-19 has revealed the fragility 

and powerlessness of the human being. The novel 

virus has terrorised the entire world and showed 

its dominance over human acumen. The super-

powers and wealthy nations cannot withstand the 

supremacy and destructive consequences of the 

pandemic. Coronavirus has demonstrated to the 

world that no one person or nation is superior to 

the other. We are all equal in the eyes of God.     

Amidst the tumult, the episode of Jesus and his 

disciples in the boat, as recorded in Mark 4: 35 – 

41, gives me encouragement. The author           

coherently shows that the storm was very strong 

and the disciples were extremely afraid, helpless 

and hopeless. But, as Jesus was invited onto the 

scene, calm was instantly restored.  

This story reminds me that COVID-19 is a wind-

storm which has brought untold fear, worry and 

uncertainty to humanity. I am, thus, encouraged to 

trust in Jesus even amidst a stormy COVID-19. 

Jesus will certainly take us through the stormy 

waters. It is also certain that the pandemic will 

come and pass like other plagues. More so, Jesus 

has encouraged us not to panic, for God is a    

faithful God. He will never abandon us to the   

epidemic. I am so certain of this because, as Don 

Moen sings, ‘God will make a way for us, where 

there seems to be no way. He works in ways we 

cannot see ...’ So my dear Brothers, let us trust in 

God and in Mary’s intercessory prayers for and 

end to this pandemic. Let us keep supporting each 

other for “together we stand and divided we fall”.  

Br Cyprian Gandeebo. 

District Superior’s Message 
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O ur formation as Marist Brothers from Postu-

lancy to Scholasticate has a balanced       

integration of our Community and Apostolic lives. 

However, as we settle down in apostolic          

communities, the drive to do more causes some of 

us to remain one sided depending on the functions 

we are given either within the community or our 

field of apostolic  activity. This lopsided manner 

of operating   equally brings out our perception of 

authority that at times lead to tensions in          

communities and schools.   

As a School Head Teacher or Community       

Animator, we are not there to exert our authority 

on fellow Brothers or lay collaborators but to be 

the first of what our title actually entails 

“Brothers” to others. As far as Community       

animation is concerned, some Religious     

Congregations as well as some parts of our Marist 

world have come to discard the term “Community 

Superior” which directly or indirectly portray the 

sense of being “in charge” and sometimes         

misinterpreted as a position from where one can 

lord over others. It should first be remarked that as 

individuals, our perception of authority and      

leadership differs from person to person. Once 

some people are appointed to a post of responsibi-

lity, they want to make others feel the weight of 

what their responsibility entails. For some people 

who have been under control and longing for a 

day to also be in charge, they see their               

appointment as community animator or school 

head teacher as a welcome opportunity to make 

fellow Brothers either in the community or in 

school feel the pinch of what it means to be under 

an authority. This is a gross misconception of 

what religious leadership is all about. In some 

cases, the Community Animator and the school 

Head Teacher are seen to engage in a battle of 

“who wields the greatest authority”.   

It is sometimes common to see a school Head 

Teacher who makes the school his own           

community with the students and staff his commu-

nity members. The real community where he is 

expected to share his brotherhood becomes merely 

a place where he takes his meals and spends the 

night without much contact with the rest of those 

sharing the same roof with him. All school       

activities tend to take precedence over those of the 

community under the guise of exercising a        

pedagogy of presence.   

In some cases, the Community Animator too  

whether a member of staff or not loses interest in 

what is happening in school and focuses on 

strengthening his own grip on community         

authority. It should be noted that the school or our 

area of apostolate outside the Community is    

supposed to be a place where we demonstrate the 

Brotherhood we live in Community. The two 

areas are not supposed to be integrated or work in 

collaboration and not competition.   

Another aspect is that of the consideration given 

or assumed by those who bring in more financial 

resources to the Community especially at a time 

when we are challenged to increase our level of 

self-reliance as a District. The Head Teacher may 

assume this superior position of one who works to 

supply food to the Community table and who 

should be respected for this gesture. Sometimes it 

is the bursar who may forget his role as a steward 

of the community or school resources and behave 

like a Lord.  

Hence, Brothers, there is need for us to continue 

reflecting on these perceptions especially drawing 

from one of our last Chapter Priorities:             

Participatory Leadership. We need to continue 

rethinking what are the essential aspects of our 

consecration as Marists and our duties or          

responsibilities towards our fellow Brothers. In 

this way, we will welcome and build a vibrant and 

life giving Province of West Africa.   

 Br Stephen Kpunsa 

THE INTEGRATION OF OUR COMMUNITY & APOSTOLIC LIFE  
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W hat seemed like a menacing pandemic flu 

in faraway Wuhan has finally become a 

frightening reality right in our own abode. For the 

last one month, the atmosphere in MIC, which 

was once buoyant with a myriad of activities, has 

experienced an unprecedented nosedive since the 

first cases of COVID-19 were discovered in Ke-

nya. First at the national level, it was the closing 

of the Kenyan borders for people from countries 

affected by the pandemic flu. Then everyone with 

a history of travel, a potential carrier of the new 

viral      influenza, was quarantined. Lastly at the 

MIC community level, every brother became a         

potential carrier of the virulent disease.  

For many members of the community, it seemed 

like some foreign influenza lodged in the Hubei 

province of China until classes were abruptly 

stopped on a midday, then community spiritual 

exercises made to run parallel to each other to 

achieve the mandated social distancing or in     

sequence. Up to this level, it was an outlandish 

Chinese flu akin to those with a history of travel. 

The measure taken by the community seemed 

more for the sake of prudence until one morning, 

the horrifying reality which apparently was so  

distant suddenly became clear.  

The news came like a bombshell requiring strin-

gent measures from without and from within.   

Social distancing, frequent handwashing and    

sanitizing and sequencing during meals became a 

daily routine. Movement in and out of what 

overnight had become a “quarantine centre” was 

prohibited. All supporting staff were ordered to 

stay home and equally to self-quarantine, and no 

one was allowed to enter the "quarantine area". 

The taskforce created overnight began rolling out 

one COVID-19 prevention measure after another. 

Brothers were required to stay one metre apart 

from each other and limit the number of brothers 

per table to two. Above all the fraternities were 

assigned days to assure the gastronomical needs of 

the community. We have learned to cook together. 

With the disaster looming wild in the horizon and 

every member of the community considered as a 

potential COVID- 19 vector, the once mandatory 

participation in communal spiritual exercises     

became a bone of contention. Could we not trust 

God in prayer, was there anything God could not 

do? The die was cast aligning with the directives 

of the Kenyan Episcopal Conference and          

recommendations from the Holy See. A good 

chunk of community activity was simply shelved 

for a post-COVID-19 world where science would 

have had a better part of the pandemic consigning 

it to history like other pandemic cases of flu in 

history. At least meeting Jesus in the Eucharistic 

adoration has been retained as the only vestige of 

religious life in the community where a brother at 

his own time goes to meet his lord and saviour, 

one on one basis to commune spiritually. 

Baring the Cove For COVID-19 In MIC: A Way of Rediscovering Fraternity 

Brothers respecting social distancing at meals in 

MIC—Kenya 

Daily personal adoration at the chapel. 
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With two months gone, the grim stark reality, the 

uncertainty of how long it will last has begun to 

occupy our thoughts and our discussions at table. 

Everyone has become a specialist in the history of 

corona viruses, the history of pandemics from the 

Hispanic flu, H1N1 to COVID-19.  Discussions at 

the table vacillating from the root cause of the 

COVID-19 as brothers churned out one conspira-

cy theory after another. From the rolling out of 5G 

network, to using the pandemic as a decoy to    

insert a chip in the body of every living soul under 

the sun by some powerful bodies somewhere, to 

the economic uncertainty and general uncertainty 

of the world after the post-COVID-19 period. We 

have become more or less like members of a strict 

male religious order where living the property is 

only in cases of extreme necessity with explicit 

permission of the superior for everyone. Brothers 

have come to learn what it means to take or not to 

take personal responsibility for personal prayer 

and liturgy of the hours. The thought of spending 

Easter without any Eucharistic celebration, which 

in normal time is unheard of, became a reality. We 

have had to turn inwards and to move away from 

our pathological activism. 

One of the lessons which COVID-19 prevention 

measures have impressed upon us about religious 

life is that “In a world marked by activism and the 

loneliness of individuals, by indifference to      

silence and contemplation, and by the search for 

technological solutions to human problems, the 

witness of an authentic consecrated life is of great 

value because rooted in constant and profound 

contact with God, it manifests values which trans-

cend the material realm” (The Consecrated Life 

and Its Role in the Church and the World. No. 87). 

A visit to MIC at first sight presents an environ-

ment similar to that of a retreat centre. Silence 

seems to have descended and enveloped the 

centre. The usual loud chattering in the dinning 

hall has given way to some solemn reflective    

atmosphere where we have become more aware of 

ourselves. A reflective mood has imposed itself in 

the once noisy refectory and one can hear the next 

person on the table without having to raised one’s 

voice. The hours set for silence seems to have 

been extended and once again the religious       

atmosphere is rife not for fear that noise could  

attract the dreaded flu. Let us enjoy the good side 

of it while it lasts. 

The COVID-19 prevention measures put in place 

will have consequences at all levels in the post-

pandemic period, from personal to the community 

level. It will mean adjusting to fit into our routine, 

adjusting to feel the presence of one another. It 

will involve taking up again our place in the 

classroom, the chapel, in the refectory, the dusting 

of dust off our office prayer books for some and to 

see once more what Nairobi and Rongai the first 

epicentre of the flu in Kenya looks like.  We are 

looking forward to when the chapel will once 

again resound with solemn and electrifying       

liturgical music from every corner of the earth and 

make the house of God a rallying point of the 

community once more.  

Br Peter Awoh 

Brothers take turns to cook for the Community. 
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The Novitiate Community has felt in-depth the 

condition of the whole world since the outbreak of 

the COVID-19 pandemic which has brought lives 

to abnormality. It has not been easy for us here; 

this pandemic has distorted some parts of our   

program of formation such as; the external courses 

for the first year novices, communion to the sick 

and the elderly, excursion and apostolate at the 

Marist preparatory Junior High school. The lock-

down by the government has made it impossible 

to go about these aforementioned programs. 

Therefore, we have also carried out some        

measures internally as recommended by the      

Superior such as the need for social distancing, 

avoiding of handshakes and regular hand washing. 

For this reason, the Community has temporarily 

relocated the chapel to the first year classroom 

extending to the novices sitting room with a gap 

of five meters away from each other, although the 

classroom is still in use for academics.  

Although an attempt was made to have external 

courses online with the help of Br. Augustine 

Nateey, it was possible to have only Church     

History  for four days through the zoom platform. 

After the four days the platform and network 

started having a technical fault which led to     

suspension till further development. 

Since the outbreak of the COVID-19, we have 

been having constant Eucharistic celebrations 

through the help of Fr. Paul who has sacrificed the 

moment he is supposed to be resting at the place 

of his apostolate for the novitiate community but 

still maintaining the guidelines of the church    

regarding covid-19.  

We thank the Superiors and all our Brothers, 

benefactors and benefactresses for their prayers 

and concern during this period of lockdown by the 

government and we are presently in fervent 

prayers for the world and all who are suffering 

from this crisis. 

Novitiate Community 

I nitially dubbed as the Chinese Virus, the Novel 

Coronavirus, later to be called the Covid-19, has 

held the whole world hostage. It was earlier      

reported in Wuhan, China,  in January, 2020.   

Following in the lead of world leaders, our       

Liberian President George Weah declared a State 

of Emergency (Lockdown) on April 10, 2020. 

Since then, we have been living with it for almost 

two months now. We thank the Lord for his    

blessings upon us, as we place our trust in him. In 

our community, are four Brothers living with two 

aspirants. We take time during this period to pray 

together and share quality time at meals. We thank 

God for this time we have to live our community 

life to the full. 

Brother Washington Tekay. 

THE NOVITIATE AND THE OUTBREAK 

OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

Champagnat Community of Monrovia 

during the Coronavirus Break. 

Brothers of Monrovia Commuinty after Mass. 

Marist Novitiate—Kumasi 
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T 
he change caused by the Coronavirus 

disease to the whole world has not 

spared our Community in any way. 

This has made the Ahwiren Commu-

nity to make a several modifications and to adopt 

news ways of living our life together. 

At the time when many workers were chanting the 

‘stay at home’ and ‘take some rest with your    

family’ ours was bracing ourselves for a time of 

harder work. With the ban on all forms of social 

gathering and suspension of educational activities 

our postulants could not go out for their external 

courses. As always the case, this is the moment 

that the formators take a little relief and take care 

some personal issues. In the face of this dinosaur 

extra mile becomes inevitable since young people 

are always creative when they are not occupied.  

The partial lockdown placed on zone parts of the 

country did not affect our community. Ahwiren is 

located outside the affected zones of the Ashanti 

Region. The community however voluntarily   

placed some restrictions on its movements. We 

decided not to go out; if it comes necessary to go 

out we do so in our own car, and wearing face 

masks.  

You may consider this as some kind of self-

quarantine and isolation. Currently, we have     

decided to limit the number of people coming into 

the house. This includes the Priest, the lay        

teachers, the driver and the cook. These persons 

were asked to suspend their services to the     

community for some time.  

The above decision certainly came with a price to 

be paid by every member of the community. 

Academic activities have been suspended while 

personal studies and skill practicing in the areas of 

keyboard playing and typing. Everyone became a 

cook in turns, an experience that has been both 

challenging and interesting at the same time. The 

day we notice the taste of the food is not the        

familiar one, we either curse the god of Covid-19, 

appreciate the good work of our cook or reassure 

ourselves of a better taste another time.  

Necessity, they say is the mother of invention and 

creativity. When the triduum was at the corner we 

thought of buying a paschal candle only to realize 

that all shops in Kumasi were closed; there was no 

way of getting one. Putting efforts and talents   

together the community was able to make a 

paschal candle that was used for the occasion.  

An interesting thing about our Covid-19 Paschal 

Candle was that it did not have the usual white 

colour; it was made from pieces of left-over     

candles of other liturgical seasons. Though bizarre 

as it turned out to be the Christ Candle reminded 

us that we are not in normal times; yet it           

celebrates Christ who remains the Light and Lord 

of all seasons.  

Painful and uncomfortable experiences as the time 

may seem we believe in the great lessons that the 

Lord is leaving with us. Perhaps he is calling us to 

stop running away from our brothers in the     

community with the excuse of being on fire to 

spend ourselves for the outside world – our      

brothers in the same measure need our services 

Postulancy Community during the  

Covid-19 Pandemic 

Brothers & Postulants of Ahwiren Community. 
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The Marist Community of Accra is a three-

member Community. The District Superior; 

Brother Cyprian Bankakuu Gandeebo and the  

District Bursar/Secretary; Brother Birkem Pascal 

are part of this Community. Being a Community 

with a special character, Brother Gilbert Asong 

Dakora often finds himself alone when the other 

two members are away on duty. The Lockdown 

period has therefore been the longest uninterrupt-

ed time all the members of this Community have 

lived together; that is from March 20th till today. 

During this time of the lockdown, the Community 

cook was absent. Brother Gilbert who is the  

Community Bursar took over the preparation of 

meals. He was supported in this task by Mr.      

Solomon who is a house Assistant responsible for 

keeping the Community house and the Compound 

clean. Brothers Cyprian and Pascal concentrated 

on their duties and the building of the website 

http://www.maristwestafrica.org for the District 

and the maintenance work in the house. For the 

first time, a District Council meeting took place 

through skype.  

Regularity and punctuality improved in our prayer 

life. We found ourselves having more time for 

Community prayer and adoration, Community 

meetings and personal prayer. We spend more 

time at table enjoying one another’s presence and 

sharing information on the lockdown, statistics on 

contamination worldwide and reflect on the future 

and likely changes in our mission as a result of the 

covid19.  

On Easter Sunday and some other Sundays we are  

lucky to have Fr Marcellin Ouedrago from   

Burkina Faso celebrate mass with us in the    

Community. 

 

 

Brother Birkem Pascal  

Community Life and Mission during the      

Coronavirus pandemic. 

Br Gilbert & Mr Solomon cooking. 

Members of the District House Community 

Look at the love among brothers 

Marcellin’s final wish for us was the same as 

the mark of the first Christians:“See how they 
love one another” (Spiritual Testament, in 

Life* I, Chapter XXII). Fraternity is not only 
the gift that you receive in your vocation, it is 

also the one that you share. For that very   
reason, you are called to extend your love to 
the maximum; build an ever-expanding      
universal brotherhood by committing 
yourself daily to overcome prejudice and to 

fight against indifference.             

  ‘Rule of Life No 41’ 

http://www.maristwestafrica.org
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O n the 16th of March 2020, Brothers of As-

halaja Community were busy preparing 

themselves for their usual apostolate when surpri-

singly, the     President of Ghana in his Nation’s 

address,       announced the temporal suspension 

of all public gatherings including closing schools 

as one of the COVID-19 measures to   prevent its 

spread. Since then we have been indoors to avoid 

contracting the virus. Our daily routine has shifted 

from     normal school activities and we have been        

actively engaged in the garden, our newly       

constructed football pitch, feeding the dogs,    

clearing the compound and assisting the cook in 

the kitchen. 

 

We are blessed with having Sunday masses          

including celebrating the Easter triduum in the 

community with our parish priest since the lock-

down. The COVID-19 Pandemic has provoked a 

new lease of life and creativity that we were not 

aware that we had. We are re-discovering the   

importance of caring for each other in the       

community. It has also taught us that our apostate 

is not the most important aspect of our life as  

Brothers but life in the community; which means 

without apostolate, we are still Brothers. 

After this pandemic, we need to look into other 

areas apart from school apostolate such as        

engaging in agriculture which may support us   

financially. 

In conclusion, this period of confinement is 

indeed a challenging one but we have since made 

the most of it for our own benefit. As we continue 

to hope for a better tomorrow, we pray that Our 

Good Mother may intercede for us so that this  

situation may come to pass and relieve the         

sufferings of the many persons who have been 

affected by this crisis.  

Brother Joseph Asante  

 

Ashalaja Community Experience during 

the Lockdown. 

Members of Ashalaja Community – Accra 

Brothers cleaning around the house. 

Manual work indeed a value in Ashalaja. 

A love of work is one of the distinguishing 
characteristics of our Marist way of life and 

our approach to education. 

  ‘Rule of Life No 85’ 
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Over the past few months, Coronavirus has come 

to reshape all aspects of people’s life. Apparently, 

Religious Communities have not been spared. A 

wind of change has seen the paradigm shift from 

the activism of the school apostolate to a full 

apostolate in the Religious Communities under the 

directives of the Coronavirus pandemic. Such has 

been the experience of the Marist Community 

Buokrom-Kumasi Ghana, where the bustling and 

noise from the vibrant and lively school children 

suddenly vanished to their quiet homes in         

response to Government guidelines on lookdown. 

Consequently, the Marist Community at         

Buokrom, immediately embraced the responsibili-

ty to adjust to the reality and stay informed while 

also adhering to any directives and protocol and 

practising the social distancing measures recom-

mended by the hierarchy. Besides, ensuring our 

safety, the community remains very faithful to its 

daily programme; fulfilling in totality the religious 

obligations laid down in the Rule of life of the 

Marist Brothers. We participate in God’s life and 

one another’s lives by showing up in all activities 

where possible, praying regularly, renewing our 

sense of purpose and bearing honest witness to the 

situation. 

Keeping the house clean and the surroundings, 

with four Brothers living in the Community daily 

has been and will continue to be unrelenting.    

Rarely has a Brother not been in the kitchen     

preparing a sumptuous meal for everyone to eat; 

in the garden doing some watering, on the lawns 

cutting the grass or on the veranda doing some 

cleaning while maintaining social distance as we 

carry on our activities. Division of labour is very 

visible the moment anyone steps into the Commu-

nity. Each Brother performing a specific duty with 

love and cheerfulness. The spirit of spontaneity 

boosts the community living and makes the   

Community a real home. Eating together,        

watching television together ending up in         

animated multigenerational discussions has 

become increasingly significant to this communi-

ty. The Brothers have demonstrated and revisited 

their talents. The biggest challenge, however, 

comes the absence of the financial benefits in the 

form of salaries, which is a real financial setback 

on the Community. 

As the entire universe continues to fight the rapid 

spread of COVID-19, confining many people to 

their dwelling places and radically changing the 

way people go about their businesses and think 

about the world in general, some are wondering 

which of the changes to adhere to. We, on our 

part, as a Religious Community are pondering 

which of these adjustments will endure beyond the 

end of the pandemic that will make community 

life spiritually uplifting and worth living.    

Agreeably, keeping the faith is the ultimate and 

sum total of our reasons to exist as a global family 

and as a community in particular. This spiritual 

journey can only be achieved through commit-

ment and persistency in prayer. 

Br Linus Ngam 

MARIST COMMUNITY - BUOKROM     
“KEEPING THE FAITH” 

Brothers of Buokrom having quality time. 

Br Conrad keeping the compound clean. 
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In the Marist Community of Koumra – Tchad, our 

daily routine starts with lauds at 6am and vespers 

at 7pm. On Sundays we have Communion Service 

where we share the word of God. We also share 

quality times at table and have special moments of 

recreation from 8pm daily. This helps us to   

strengthen our Community living. Some Brothers 

do daily sports or jogging to keep themselves fit. 

There is also a house renovation project which has 

been ongoing for almost a month now and     

hopefully we will end this project soon.  

The only question we are asking ourselves as of 

now is when this crisis of COVID-19 will come to 

an end so that we can resume with our normal  

activities because we are finding it very          

challenging without our apostolate for almost two 

months now. Our workers, the watchman and 

cook come to work as usual but we recommended 

that they follow the basic principles of prevention 

of this disease.  

In short this time of COVID-19 crisis has been a 

big challenge to us as a community and at the 

same time drawing us closer to our spiritual and 

Community life as well as involvement in other 

minor activities such as cleaning our rooms,    

washing our clothes, doing some manual work, 

sports, listening to news and reading to update 

ourselves. 

Frère Alfred Ngarobe Salkoutou 

On the 16th of March 2020, the Ivorian            

Government ordered the closure of all learning  

institutions and restricted movements of persons. 

We the members of the Marist Community of 

Korhogo have adopted to this situation in the    

following ways; 

Prayer Life: We are happy to have more    

quality time for our daily community prayers. In 

addition, our local parish was able to keep its   

daily mass schedules. We also celebrated the  

Easter triduum in the parish with a very limited 

number of Christians. 

Community Life: As for  the community, this 

time of confinement is indeed a very enriching 

opportunity. Meals are taken together, which 

strengthens the bonds of closeness and fraternity. 

This time of respite is also a moment of relaxing 

and rest far from the hectic pace of our daily    

hustles. Our times of recreations have been       

extended and we have more quality time together. 

At the level of apostolate: Although classes are 

suspended, each Brother organizes himself       

according to his convenience to make meaning of 

the day. Some Brothers have been carefully     

preparing their lessons in advance. Others take the 

opportunity to do some administrative work at 

school. And others have been busy expanding the 

community garden. 

Ultimately, this time of confinement is for every-

one a moment of spiritual renewal, of fraternal 

conviviality, of solidarity and of moral rapproche-

ment towards the suffering world. 

Frère Vincent Mé 

Supporting one another during the  

Covid-19—Koumra Community 

Spiritual & Fraternal renewal in Korhogo 

during the Covid-19 Confinment. 

Thinking digital – Koumra Community :Tchad 

Fraternal moments—Korhogo Community. 
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G hana closed all her schools from Kindergar-

ten to University on the 15th of March 2020, 

subsequently leading to the closure of all her  

boarders and ports of entry as well as a partial 

lock down on March 30th. On the same day, 

March 30th to April 20th 2020 the two major   

cities of Accra and Kumasi, which also happen to 

be the epicenters of the pandemic in the country 

were also partially locked down. Even after lifting 

the partial lock down of Kumasi and Accra our 

boarders and ports of entry remain closed. The 

whole country is still compelled to follow the  

protocols as stipulated by the World Health      

Organisation so we just have no other option than 

to hibernate in our community till the                

situation improves. Every challenge offers an   

opportunity for growth, change, ...you name it.  

The members of our community, Odeneho Kwa-

daso here in Kumasi are therefore trying to make 

the most of this "stay home" period by especially 

improving on our prayer life as well as living our 

brotherhood. If there is anything to profit from 

this challenging COVID-19 situation we can con-

fidently say it is this rediscovery of the place of 

prayer in our individual life and in the community 

as well as the quality brotherhood that we are cur-

rently nurturing.  

PRAYER LIFE 

As Jesus rightly told the Samaritan woman "a time 

is coming when you will worship God not in the 

temple but in spirit and in truth. I believe COVID-

19 "Stay in time" is one such time as we can    

hardly congregate in the usual churches .          

Although we are aware of prayer as an essential 

part of our life, this COVID -19 "stay in" has 

helped us as a community to re-focus on prayers 

as our main apostolate during this  unique 

time.  Individual brothers have put in more time 

for personal prayers. 

 For me, prayer is our first and foremost responsi-

bility as religious before any other task. Though 

we are very fortunate to have a dedicated and 

committed chaplain, we have had to go without 

Mass for about one month or so for the 

right reasons associated with the pandemic. We 

however ensured we had Communion service all 

this while, which was creatively animated as well 

as the liturgy of the hours and also followed Mass 

digitally on different channels. Our Easter was 

spectacular. We had a well prepared and preached 

retreat by Br Dorbin during the Easter Tridum to 

properly lunch us into the Easter event. We also 

had some rich and beautiful ceremonies lead by 

Bro. John Kusi-Mensah on Good Friday, Holy 

Saturday night and on Easter Sunday itself. Praise 

God, our chaplain has already resumed duty.  

COMMUNITY LIFE 

We are rediscovering our brothers during "this 

stay home" time as we share our brotherhood 

more closely at table and in many other ways. 

Thanks to the community bursar, Br. Tombir, we 

have a garden with fresh vegetables and our own 

poultry with naturally grown birds. We also       

celebrated the birthday of Br. Dorbin, who gene-

rously offered the community his birthday stipend 

to enable us buy enough fruits during the lock 

down. We have embraced a life of positive      

psychology -  encouraging and empowering each 

other. We keep reminding each other of our      

individual task of protecting oneself against the 

virus as well as the co-responsibility of protecting 

the other and the whole community from COVID-

19. Brothers are advised to stay at home and to 

endeavor to minimize our movement outside the 

community.  We do the dishes ourselves and carry 

out other chores like mowing the lawns of the 

compound, doing the gardening and cleaning our 

rooms well against the virus. So far, so Good. 

What marvelous companions we have indeed.  

Br Philip Ninfasie 

The state of Marist Odeneho Kwadaso     
during Covid-19. 

Members of Kwadaso Community– Kumasi, Ghana 
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H 
ippocrates is credited with the wise 

statement that “desperate times call 

for desperate measures”. This state-

ment was actually attributed to   

situations of extreme diseases that may require 

extreme methods of cure. We believe the         

desperate situation in which Tatum community 

has found itself within this crisis period of the         

Covid19    pandemic is similar to the situation in 

other communities of the District. The only      

difference is this community has been used to the 

lockdown for two years as a result of the ongoing 

sociopolitical tension in the Anglophone Regions.   

Being a rural area, the message of precautionary 

measures against transmission of the virus has 

been fully received but selectively enforced by the 

Parishioners or people of Tatum area. Most people 

continue seeing the stories of Covid19 as a city or 

town based affair that has no bearing on their rural 

life. On the contrary, the regular presence of      

different branches of military whose members are 

frequently changed leaves the area quite            

vulnerable to possible transmission of the virus 

from the city to the village. On our part, the   

Community has not been left out of the education 

of the people on the ways of contracting the virus 

and means of prevention.  

Br. Stephen, in collaboration with the Matron of 

the Health Centre coordinated two sessions on this 

topic: one with the village health committee and 

another with traditional rulers of Tatum and the 

neighboring villages. In collaboration with the  

Parish Priest, we organized communion service 

for children on Easter Sunday and Divine Mercy 

Sunday in our community chapel to decongest the 

main Church and make it possible for more people 

to participate in the Sunday liturgy. However, we 

have evaluated and resolved to stop the program 

till further notice to ensure more safety for the 

Brothers.   

Conscious of the dangers of infection, we as a 

Community have been very cautious in our       

outings to the village and reception of visitors in 

the community. A washing point (bucket) with 

soap is stationed at the entrance of the community 

to ensure that all those coming around wash their 

hands before approaching us. Besides this, most of 

our visitors are only received at the door. With no 

daily Masses again, we spend more time in prayer 

for the intentions of the crisis and the corona virus 

pandemic than ever before.   

Finally, we continue living under a tense atmos-

phere of insecurity with regular military presence 

and occasional but wild gun shots. We thank God 

for His continuous protection over us and pray for 

an end to the madness of the sociopolitical tension 

we have endured for over two years, as well as the 

current threat of the corona virus.   

  

Br Stephen Kpunsa 

 

TATUM COMMUNITY LIFE DURING 

THE CORONAVIRUS  

Brothers wash hands before entering the c’ty 

Br Stephen gives a health talk on Covid-19 



Marist District of West Africa—News Bulletin 

MARIST DISTRICT OF WEST AFRICA 

                             (Cameroon, Ghana, Côte d’ivoire, Libera & Tchad )                               14 

The world is experiencing one of the most      

challenging moments in history, in the name of 

Covid-19. People of all works of life are feeling 

the heat.The following sections will shed light in 

respect to; community life, the Lebanese economy 

and the work of the Marist ex-students. 

To commence with, life in the community has 

changed with the coming of Covid-19.       

Champville community being an extended      

community of Brothers and lay has not been able 

to live their community life as planned. Thank 

God for social media, the enlarged community has 

been able to support and encourage each other. On 

the other hand, the Brothers have upgraded their 

game concerning prayer and meals. As a result of 

the lockdown, the community has been following 

the Eucharistic celebration of the pope online. 

Lengthy conversations during community meals 

and effective community prayers.  

Besides, the economy of Lebanon is bleeding.  

Before the novel pandemic, Lebanon was         

experiencing a severe political crisis. The        

pandemic has exacerbated an already devastating 

economic. Millions of Lebanon’s residents are at 

risk of going hungry due to pandemic-related 

lockdown measures. In a nutshell, the Marist      

ex-students have been sacrificing a lot for the   

families of some of our students who can barely 

afford a single meal per day by providing them a 

meal per day. At the community level, the       

Brothers have been trying not to waste food. 

There are a good number of families in our       

vicinity who cannot afford a single meal per day. 

Regulating the manner, we eat and trying to reach 

out to the poor is sharing in their predicaments. 

Br Tomla Elvis 

S 
ince the Covid-19 pandemic started and 

the    government shut down all schools 

and universities and students sent back 

home, our activities in  Pou-long     

Community in Cambodia changed. Apart from 

cooking, there is a lot of time for personal reading 

and gardening since we are almost at home all the 

times. Except when someone wants to go and buy 

food in town. It is tiring though but gradually we 

are getting used to the times. A big lesson that we 

should  always be ready for any eventuality. 

Now there is increasing need to be more versed 

with the modern ways of teaching kids using    

modern methods. It is a big challenge especially 

for us here who can only teach in a classroom   

setting where explanations can be offered and 

children look at your mouth and how you say 

words. On our own part, since we are not versed 

with the language both written and spoken, it 

would be difficult to start gadget learning. It is 

even worse when you are dealing with kids from 

poor families who are barely surviving.  

Another challenge for us is that seemingly people 

are careful with foreigners unless there are those 

who know you. Despite all this we give thanks to 

God for the grace to witness His love especially 

during this challenging times of Covid-19. 

 

Br John Nyuydine 

Community life during Covid-19  

(Champville Community in Lebanon) 

‘It shall come to pass’ 

Pou-long Community braving Covid-19. 

Champville Community having quality time. 

Pou-long Community in Cambodia 
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T 
his period of the COVID 19 pande-

mic has not left the Yassa community 

indifferent. From    bringing our 

apostolate to an abrupt halt, without 

any possibility of forecasting the future in relation 

to resumption; it has also affected our daily    

schedule and lifestyle in the community. With 

every dark night is the twinkle of light which can 

make an incredible difference. And we have    

chosen to focus on the twinkle of light rather than 

the vast darkness. In our Yassa Community, we 

have chosen to fulfill the prophesy in Psalm 84:7- 

as we pass through the dry valley, it becomes a 

place of spring, we are determined to dig the best 

from this very trying period in the history of     

humankind, trying to make the most of us as     

individuals and as a community at large.  

Besides, the travel bans and closure of internatio-

nal borders caused by the pandemic have          

deranged the traveling schedules of Brothers  

Martin Mbeng and Audwin Shang to Ghana and 

Chad respectively, thus blessing our community 

with two new    members whose presence add 

beautiful stitches to the fabrics of our community. 

Despite our big number in the community, we try 

our utmost best adhering to the preventive      

measures laid down by the State and the WHO, as 

we equally do our best in the community to      

protect other members of the community as well 

as oneself. No wonder, whoever comes to our 

community is welcomed by a tin of hand sanitizer 

hanging on the main door into the community. 

We have come up with a couple of novelties in 

our Community during this quarantine moment in 

a bit to curb boredom and remain ‘alive.’ These 

novelties include the creation of a community  

garden, regular physical exercises, diversified  

reading, involvement in daily community chores, 

more quality time at meals and creations.    

Moreover, our prayers lately have been for the 

victims of the COVID 19 and the medical person-

nel who are fighting this pandemic, with a special 

intention to Our Good Mother for her maternal 

protection on our District and all the Brothers,  

students and lay persons who share in our Marist 

mission. By and large, we are all positive and  

prudent, doing our little and humble best to ‘Stay 

at home in a bit to save lives.’ Above all we know 

that our help is in the Name of the Lord who made 

heaven and earth. 

Br Mbiatem Yves Eyong 

Yassa Community during this period of       

Quarantine. 

How good it is when brothers live together. 

Brs Terence & Eyong burning some calories. 

Brothers reflecting on their mission. 
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S ince the strike of the corona virus, life has not 

been normal as it has disrupted every and all    

activities. Everyone is in awe and questioning 

what life can be without activism and socialization 

with the outside world. We have asked questions 

like; is life still a value, is it still sacred as it was 

from the genesis, is it still a gift from God to us, 

where are we going, what lessons are we to learn? 

We can go on and on questioning our minds and 

trying to get answers. 

Bouake community in Cote d’Ivoire has taken this 

time as the best moment to live out our            

community life, whereby we stay away from the 

normal routine of school activities. We have     

adjusted the community program wherein we  

nourish ourselves with the word of God, praying 

together with a united intention for the whole 

world, for all those  affected by the virus, medical 

personnel, governments and donors and the      

celebration of daily Communion Service and Holy 

masses on Sundays. It is evident that the surplus 

of time allows us carry out our morning         

meditation, spiritual readings, and daily            

reflections. Similarly, we had an inspiring com-

munity recollection on Good   Friday reflecting on 

the sufferings and passion of Christ and relating it 

to the current situation of the corona crisis.  

Life is a precious gift which should be cared for 

and since we love and cherish our lives so too the 

lives of our domestic staff. In order for us to be 

safe, our staff need to be safe too. In order to 

avoid risking the lives of our staff, we asked them 

to stay at home with their families as we all      

observed the situation. In so doing, we took 

charge of the domestic work which includes;   

cooking, washing, ironing, tiding the house etc. 

These activities have awakened our creativity and 

we now design and decorate our altar, produce 

mango and pineapple juice, baking cakes, among 

others. 

Taking care of each other, working via internet to 

send and receive messages, eating well, doing 

exercises and resting well are other activities we 

do on a daily basis.  It is true there are worries 

about the uncertainty of the future and the mass 

media is especially misleading but let our hopes 

and trusts be in the creator and seer of the future. 

For it is said that our help comes from the Lord, 

the Maker of heaven and earth. Indeed, he who 

watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

the sun will not harm us by day, nor the moon by 

night. The Lord will watch over our coming and 

going both now and forevermore (Psalm. 121) and 

'He will wipe every tear from our eyes. There will 

be no more death' or mourning or crying or pain, 

for the old order of things shall passed away.” The 

Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those 

who are crushed in spirit (Rev. 21). 

Br Lwarence Doe 

Bouaké Community during Covid-19. 

Rediscovering our Brotherhood & Talents. 

Members of Bouaké Community 

Brs Lawrence & Elvis preparing a delicious meal. 
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COVID-19 – Quality Learning and Teaching 

Your continued support of the students, staff and 

parents in your school community and the calm 

approach you are taking in leading others during 

the COVID-19 crisis is greatly appreciated. Your 

faith-filled, intelligent, generous, and courageous 

leadership continues to define our collective    

Marist response. In this critical time, as leaders of 

learning, we are called to consistently promote 

and inspire high aspirations for learning and 

teaching with our students, staff and parents. It is 

not an easy task. Vital is the need to bring a 

growth mindset to the delivery of high-quality 

learning and teaching in the midst of the greatest 

health and economic crisis in our shared life     

experience. As leaders of learning, we are      

compelled to grow the engagement, progress and 

achievement of every student in our care. 

A new learning paradigm 

Schools across the world are grappling with the 

challenge of delivering learning to students in 

their homes. In most of the developed countries, 

online learning has become “mainstream”. As 

with many other industries, businesses, and      

services, responses to the impacts of the virus are 

likely to influence education in some ways for 

many years to come. Learning and teaching from 

home is a paradigm shift for our students and  

educators. Without a physical classroom, leaders 

and teachers are seeking new ways to gather    

feedback on how students are engaged and       

progressing. Maintaining a culture of collabora-

tion and mutual support between teachers and, 

teachers with middle and senior leaders is         

paramount. Ensuring as much as possible equity 

of access to offsite learning, particularly for our 

boarding school students from remote areas     

presents further challenges. For some of our     

students for whom home is frequently a volatile 

and unsettled environment, learning from home is 

proving difficult. The Australian media is         

currently reporting the increased pressures on   

parents to work from home while, at the same 

time, ensuring their children are learning. 

Our Marist way of educating during COVID-19 

As always, and particularly at this time of crisis, 

the capacity of our Marist schools to continue to 

deliver high quality learning and teaching for each 

of the students in our care is a fundamental     

priority. The goal of every school in this matter is 

clear: to maintain and grow the engagement,    

progress and achievement of every student. This is 

sacred work. It is the work we are called to do in 

the spirit of Saint Marcellin and our Marist      

mission: 

We exist to support the Catholic Church’s   

evangelising mission to make Jesus known and 

loved and to ensure quality education in the Ma-

rist tradition (Marist Schools Australia Mission 

Statement). 

Following an intense period of close consultation 

by the MSA Regional Directors with all MSA 

Principals, necessitated by the COVID-19 crisis, 

the following learning principles are presented in 

an effort to capture our shared commitment at this 

time and provide support and guidance as we  

continue to further develop, deliver and refine the 

practices and processes of offsite learning         

arrangements. 

We are Mission focussed 

We exist to support the Catholic Church’s      

evangelising mission to fulfil the educational,  

pastoral, and spiritual needs of our current and 

future students and their families. This is our 

work. This priority guides all decisions related to 

the delivery of high-quality learning and teaching. 

Our Marist Way of educating during COVID-19 

Dr Franck Malloy                          

MSA Director                               

We reproduce below a letter that Dr Frank 

Malloy – National Director of the Marist 

Schools of Australia, sent on April 7 to all 

the directors of Marist Schools in Australia. 

It is an important message for all          

Champagnat Marists working in education 

around the world.  

http://msa.edu.au/
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We are Learner Focused 

Every learner is like all others, like some others 

and like no other and we are called to respond 

creatively, flexibly and effectively to ensure the 

best possible learning outcomes for every student. 

We are committed to feedback rich reflective 

practice in relation to the new paradigm    

At this time, as new ways of learning and teaching 

unfold, the voices of the key stakeholders must be 

heard, with preference for those we serve, our  

parents and their children. 

Our values as Marist educators are evident 

The characteristics of Marist education remain 

important touchstones in the design and delivery 

of this new paradigm. 

Presence: By, for example, seeking alternative 

ways of maintaining positive relationships        

between students and between teachers and      

students through regular check in, online or phone 

discussions and pastoral care. 

Simplicity: By, for example, ensuring simplicity 

of access and delivery in our teaching and clarity 

in our expectations of students and colleagues. 

Family Spirit: By, for example, ensuring         

preferential attention and support is provided to 

those students whose needs are greatest or for 

those whose situational context is more complex. 

Love of Work: By, for example, seeking ways of 

making offsite learning arrangements engaging, 

varied, flexible and meaningful through active 

participation and where possible, learning by 

doing. 

In the Way of Mary: By, for example, bringing 

the Marial dimensions of tenderness, strength and 

consistency to our teaching, and ensuring prayer 

and reflection are important components of the 

way we deliver offsite learning arrangements to 

our families. 

We respect and respond to diversity among our 

students 

We seek to provide personalised learning where 

possible for each student. We acknowledge that 

for some students, offsite learning arrangements 

will offer some distinct advantages while for 

others there is likely to be some degree of learning 

loss. Adapting for the diversity present in any 

classroom becomes more demanding in offsite 

learning arrangements and therefore requires   

strategies to ensure student voice and agency and 

the building of a safe, supportive and productive 

learning environment. 

We are committed to excellence in teachers and 

teaching 

The role of the teacher remains the critical        

element in ensuring successful learning by        

students. Clarity of communication and regular, 

specific feedback to students in offsite learning 

arrangements where the use of online technologies 

and other remote arrangements are understood and 

practised as supplementary to teaching and not a 

replacement of the teacher. 

Our Principals are leaders of learning 

The Principal, clearly positioned as leader of  

learning, is critical in ensuring consistency and 

quality in the delivery of learning experiences for 

all students. Visible leadership by the Principal of 

the learning journey during COVID-19, will be 

the key influencer in building the morale and   

professional capacity of teachers, the confidence 

of parents, and importantly the successful learning 

outcomes for students. 

Living and Leading with Paradox during    

COVID-19 

There are some obvious and not so obvious      

tensions and paradoxes for schools in navigating 

our way through this time. Our education has   

often trained us to have a desire for explicit 

answers and explanations and perhaps, be less  

tolerant of ambiguity and paradox. And yet we 

find ourselves in new territory and in these times, 

we are all learning. Seeking out the advice and 

support of others during this period is vitally    

important and to that end, it will be our intention 

to continue seeking ways of supporting schools 

and curating the sharing resources between 

schools for the benefit of our students. This is,  

after all, Marist family spirit in action. 

Dr Frank Malloy – National Director of  the     

Marist Schools of Australia 

6th  April 2020  

http://msa.edu.au/
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O n 1st May, 2020 I initiated a provocative         

discussion on the need to consider what support 

could be given to our learners currently at home 

on account of the COVID-19 pandemic. I         

sincerely thank each one of you for your           

encouraging responses. Likewise, I appreciate 

those who pointed the so many associated       

challenges. It is a take-off point. Nevertheless, it 

will do us more good if we are optimistic than 

dwell in pessimism. Hopelessness would lead us 

nowhere. Let us be innovative and believe in  

bringing our imagination into realism. Let us not 

be afraid to envision, to daydream and to build 

castles in the air. According to Godfrey Esoh, 

“those who say you should not build castles in the 

air do not understand the creative process. You 

must first build your castle in the air before you 

can ever build it on the ground. There is nothing 

that was ever created in this world, be it by God or 

man, that was not first imagined”. Let us have the 

audacity to take positive risks.  

The subject of consideration might be a wild 

dream, utopia or imagination. Nevertheless, the 

following article, “A New World of                  

Opportunities” by Godfrey Esoh could assist us in 

overcoming our ‘Garden of Eden Syndrome’.   

Brothers have convincingly pointed out the need 

for the diversification of our apostolate.            

Unfortunately, a great majority of Brothers, are 

unwilling to make sacrifices to adopt the needed 

tactics for diversification. Could the lockdown 

created by COVID-19 therefore, be an opportunity 

to construct the future trends of our apostolate? 

Read Godfrey Esoh’s stimulating article that fol-

low and if you require other revitalizing or crea-

tive insights, go to https://www.facebook.com/

GodfreyNjiEsoh/ to be enlightened. 

A New World of Opportunity 

Lack is the evidence that you are not adding     

significant value to your environment. If you were 

adding significant value to your environment, that 

environment would inevitably reward you with 

the material benefits you call success. No one is 

ever poor because of lack of opportunity. All    

poverty is the result of lack of preparation for the 

prevailing opportunities, or refusal to avail one’s 

self of the available opportunities.  

I used to say that the only place where you cannot 

succeed is the desert, but the Arabs have changed 

that. The United Arab Emirates are built on desert 

land. Thus, the real cause of success is in the    

human mind and the real cause of failure is in the 

human mind. The external experiences only     

provide the evidence of who we are. 

As the COVID-19 Lockdown unfolds, I keep   

asking myself what people do at home each day. 

Are you binge-watching Netflix or Africa Magic 

and complaining, or you are using the time to 

reinvent yourself? What you need to realize is that 

the world is changing for good. The pandemic will 

be over, but the world will never return to what it 

used to be. We can only adjust to a new reality. 

this experience is changing us whether we admit it 

or not. 

Engineering the Future of Marist Education in the Marist District of West Africa! 

https://www.facebook.com/GodfreyNjiEsoh/
https://www.facebook.com/GodfreyNjiEsoh/
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But everyone has a choice. You can either     

abandon your fears and move to the learning zone 

so that by the time the pandemic us over, you will 

emerge as a transformed being ready to create a 

brave new world, or you can choose to live in the 

fear zone and then stagger into the post-pandemic 

world as a zombie who does not recognize 

anything that is going on. 

Thanks to the pandemic lockdown, e-learning has 

become a national consensus in the same          

Cameroon where for the past 20 years, there has 

been no national policy on digital learning, be it in 

the Ministry of Basic Education, Ministry of     

Secondary Education, or Ministry of Higher   

Education. By the time the pandemic is over, do 

you think the education landscape will remain the 

same? The classrooms will still exist, but both  

parents and students will have been enculturated 

into digital learning. These ministries would also 

have been shamed by circumstances into seeing 

the need for having a national policy on                

e-learning, and in fact, approving online            

universities as is the case in other countries. 

What opportunities does this spell for you? It 

means that we are soon getting to the place where 

any qualified person will be able to develop and 

market academic content online and serve      

thousands of students from his living room. In 

fact, right now, just imagine that you have an        

e-learning platform on which you were teaching 

Ordinary Level Biology or Higher National      

Diploma Business Management. Imagine that you 

have 1000 students nationwide paying you just 

1000 FCFA per month to access and use your 

platform to learn without any extra work on your 

part. What can you do with a monthly income of 

1,000,000 FCFA? 

I started nursing the idea for such a platform in 

2016 and until today I have been begging people 

to develop content without success. The            

Anglophone crisis that has dragged for 3 years 

now had not been enough to inspire people to 

think outside the box. And now we have the     

Coronavirus lockdown which has forced the     

Minister of Secondary Education to also start  

begging teachers to submit content that they can 

use to build a learning platform. 

Unlike what we have been taught in the past, I 

have come to the conviction that this thing called 

opportunity is not at all scarce. What is scarce is 

the readiness and willingness to take advantage of 

opportunity. In fact, people who are lazy and poor 

are usually people who are surrounded by too 

much opportunity which renders them undecisive, 

especially if they have a means of surviving from 

day-to-day. This is what we call the “Garden of 

Eden Syndrome”. In places where opportunity is 

truly scarce and people are at the edge of life, one 

opportunity is usually enough for them to         

capitalize on and build an empire. 

 

Br Cyprian Gandeebo. 

Unitd with other Marists, listen carefully 

to what God is telling you through the 

needs found in our world, the calls of the 

Church, and the priorities set by the   

Institute. 

Encourage and support efforts aimed at 

discerning our Marist mission for today 

and evaluating it periodically. Failing to 

do so might allow you and others to    

remain undisturbed but it is hardly the 

formula for pastoral and missionary  

conversion. 

Through prayer and in person, support 

periodic initiatives aimed at assessing 

our Marist response to the signs of the 

times.          ‘Rule of Life No 78’ 
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The Novitiate community is thanking God for all 

his benevolent and blessings he has bestowed on 

us as a family. At the beginning of March, we 

started clearing our farm for planting for this year. 

The land cleared is very massive than the previous 

seasons. Dure to the vastness of the farm, the    

formators made available the tractor to amalga-

mate  the soil for easy planting to be carried out. 

Similarly we have engaged in oil production from 

the palm trees available on our farm. We suc-

cesfuly extract 30 litres of oil every month from 

the palm trees which we put inyo use. These are 

little endeavours but we hope to make them grow 

and move towards a self reliant novitiate one day. 

Novitiate Community 

O 
n the 7th of May 2020, the Ivorian 

Government relaxed all the confine-

ment measures in the      interior of 

the country and ordered all schools to 

open as from May 18th 2020. This was due to the 

fact that no known cases of contamination had 

been reported in these areas since the 21st of April 

2020. In addition, gatherings were authorized for a 

maximum of 200 persons but with strict respect to 

the sanitary measures previously imposed such as 

social distancing and wearing of masks. 

In line with this directive, schools resumed in 

Centre Scolaire St Marcelin on Monday 18th May 

2020 for a restricted number of students especially 

the examination classes. We have reduced the 

number of students in each class and educated the 

children on the need to adhere to the strict      

measures against Covid-19. These have all come 

at a costs as we have provided buckets for       

washing hands as well as hand sanitizers at the 

entrance of the school and in front of all the 

classrooms. In addition, every person entering the 

school premises has their temperatures checked 

and they must put on a mask.  

In a nutshell, it is evident that this pandemic will 

not be over any time soon. We therefore need to 

learn how to live with it and adapt accordingly. 

We are not used to social distancing and regular 

washing of hands but as of now if we are to stay 

safe, then we have no choice. May Mary Our 

Good Mother help us overcome this difficult    

situation which we are living.   

Br Cho Nchang 

Towards a self-reliant Community Schools resume despite Covid-19 

Novitaite farm being fully utilized 

Extraction of oil in the Novitaite Community. 

Social distancing in Champagnat – Bouaké Students now sit on a bench alone 
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RANDOM PHOTOS OF INTEREST 

Work is almost completed at the newly constructed house in Monrovia—Liberia 

10 block classrom underway at MPS—Ghana Newly constructed classrooms– Champagnat Korhogo 

Covid-19 garden saw the day in Yassa Community 

keeping the community clean 

Covid-19 Juice production : Bouaké Community 

Covid-19 paschal candle - Ahwiren Cty 
Preparing to open schools 
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BIRTHDAYS In memoriam : 

 Mr Koffa Doe (23/03/2020), uncle 

of Br Tekay. 

 Mr Dion Jean (25/03/2020), uncle 

of Br Joachim Doua. 

 Mr Yao K Roland (7/04/2020),  

elder brother of Br Sylvain Yao. 

 Mr Djimonté Clement (08/04/20), 

elder brother of Alladoume Aimé 

(1st year novice). 

 Mr Adu Wilbaforce (20/04/2020), 

elder brother of Br Paul Adu. 

 Mr Lon Author (21/04/2020), 

uncle of Br Brendan Ghakanyuy. 

 Mr Lawir Frederick (13/05/20), 

father of Br Blaise Lawir. 

JUNE 

JULY 

Next Edition will be Published 
on July 20th 2020. 

July 2nd  Peter Awoh 

July 6th  Yengwong Cylas 

July 13th  Eric Kramo 

July 25th  Konaté Eric 

July 26th  Joachim Doua 

July 27th  Koné Bruno 

June  1st  Elvis Tomla 

June  7th  Washington Tekay 

John Nyuydine 

June  9th  Tameh Conrad 

June  29th  Ngardum Succès 

MARIST DISTRICT OF WEST AFRICA 

Communication Commission 

Comments or Articles to : 

chochobr@gmail.com  

The gift of brotherhood reveals that we are not alone 

A Marist community is one of those places in life where the 

mind and heart of God are made manifest. Jesus is present 

there, in our midst (cf Mt 18:20),uniting us in one heart, 

pouring out his Spirit upon us (cf Jn 20:22), sending us out 

to announce that in Christ,we are all brothers and sisters, 

children of the same Father. 

     ‘Rule of Life No 36 Paraghragh 2’ 


