
      
 

             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATES: 
 

BRIEF NEWS FROM KOREA 

On October 11, the Brothers harvested the sweet potatoes 

that they planted earlier in the year. The harvest was quite 

abundant and it was shared with the different communities. 
 

 

The month of 

November is dedicated 

to praying for the dead. 

On the 9th, some 

Brothers went to the 

Catholic cemetery to 

clean the tombs and 

pray for our three 

deceased Brothers: Br. 

Carlo Kim, Anselmo 

Kim and Bartholomew 

Kim who died in 1986, 2001 and 2004, respectively. 
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On November 6, Br. Domingo Lee and Ignatius In paid a visit 

to Bishop Pedro Jeong, Bishop-in-charge of religious 

congregations and apostolic groups in the Diocese of Seoul, to 

invite him to celebrate the Mass during our celebration of the 

50 years of Marist presence in Korea. We have programmed 

that celebration for September 11th, 2021 

 

On the evening 

of December 6th, 

the Brothers of 

the community 

of the Education Center and some Brothers of the 

Sector House gathered for the Sunday Mass. 

Afterwards, they had a farewell dinner for Fr. Pedro 

Jong Song Jin who lived with the Education 

Community for three months while preparing for his 

Spanish language test in order to be able to enroll at 

the Xaverian University in Bogota, Colombia for 

further theological studies. Father Pedro, (third from right) is a young priest belonging to the 

Diocese of Incheon. He has been working as a missionary in the city of Antigua, Guatemala. 
 

By:  Br. Alfredo Herrera, FMS 

 

 

 

FRATERNAL LIFE IN COMMUNITY 

 

" Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there in their 

midst." This familiar line from the Gospels is at the heart of my 

experience of community life. Living with the Brothers in Marbel 

community for almost 7 months is indeed a blessed and 

something-to-be-grateful-for experience because they do not just 

teach me what it truly means to be a Brother, but most especially 

that they show me how to BE a brother to everyone. 

 

I would personally say based on my experience that community 

life has a great influence on  the vocation of a Brother; for this 

could either inspire him to continue his life as religious or  

discourage him.  That is why I realized the importance of 

nourishing the relationship of every Brother in the community. 

 



      
 

 

 

 

 

I am happy to experience in my present community the spiritual and fraternal support in my 

vocation in their simple way. In-spite-of our differences in terms of age, background, and 

personalities, they do not fail to let me feel that I am not alone in my vocation journey. Each one of 

them has contributed to something that makes me grow as a person. 

 

A community is not made up of 

perfect people. Much like in Jesus´ 

community, each one has his strengths 

and weaknesses. None of us is a 

perfect product of God. We are still a 

work in progress. I may not agree with 

somebody’s ideas, opinions, or 

personalities; but this does not mean 

that I would stop relating to him as my 

Brother. Acceptance and openness are 

the necessary tools that make 

community living a fruitful and 

meaningful experience. Furthermore, I 

learned that as Brothers, we should develop compassion and we should not let our community 

members feel: “When I do something good, no one remembers it; but when I commit a mistake, no 

one forgets.” 

 

I would like to conclude my reflection with a short prayer that you might probably know very well: 

“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change the things I 

can;  and wisdom to know the difference.” 

 

Br. Ralph Jude P. Daylusan, FMS 

 

 

“EVERYTHING HAS A REASON” 
 

 

I will start my sharing with my first assignment in NDKC. 

I was a little bit afraid to be assigned in NDKC. In the first 

place, I knew this would be challenging on my part 

because I was not able to undergo practice teaching as part 

of the curriculum in the college. However, everything has 

a reason. In July 2019, one of the CLE teachers died 

because of health reasons. I took over her teaching load 

and I am so thankful because it was done smoothly. I also 

had an advisory class because, one of the teachers had a 

health problem. Since I was assigned in NDKC, I was able 

to experience many things. I could not imagine that I 

would be able to finish my school year in Kidapawan with 

four preparations, as coach of both elementary and high  

 

 



      
 

 

 

 

 

school tennis team and as a moderator of SMC club. 

Everything was done because of those people around 

me and the support of my community. Everything has 

a reason, because of the earthquake in Kidapawan, I 

took the courage to drive a car  to distribute  relief 

goods to the victims of the earthquake. I  was so happy 

living in NDKC because I learned a lot and I was able 

to tell myself that this is the reality of being a true 

disciple of Jesus. I was assigned in Kidapawan like an 

empty cup; but I left with overflowing blessings, 

graces, and learnings.   

 

Everything has a reason, because in the school year 2020-2021, I was assigned here in Cotabato 

community with the “new normal”. I am so blessed to be assigned in the first school that was taken 

over by the first brothers here in the Philippines. I thought that I am ready; but because of COVID, 

I realized that I need to learn many things and be more patient. This time it is not like instant 

noodles. I need to learn slowly, have more patience and adapt to delivering my lessons online. 

Availability is one value that I learned since I arrived here. I need to be available to learn new things 

and share my knowledge with others. To be assigned here has a reason. I cannot give a concrete 

reason, but I believe that everything has a reason. The most significant experience that I had was 

being able to conduct a recollection to the personnel of the school. Through my encounter with the 

personnel, I was able to understand and learn something about the NDC school culture.  I  was able 

to help some teachers discover how to use some applications that might be helpful in their class. I 

am so blessed because I am able to share with others what I have. I think my previous experiences 

were so helpful to face the “new normal” and always be ready for the challenges that might happen 

in the future. I could say that “EVERYTHING HAS A REASON”.     

 

By:  Br. Jick de Leon, FMS 

 

 



      
 

 
 

 

REMEMBERING BR. JOHN LEK, FMS 
 
 

“A luggage has been going around and around on the conveyor belt 

and no one seemed to claim it,” Br. John Lek said to me as we were 

going to the car. “And I thought that it must be Rosendo’s.” He was 

absolutely right. I did not have the telephone number of the Marist 

Brothers Residence and the Catholic Kindergarten. And so that really 

delayed my exit. I was coming from Sibu, Sarawak. I was deeply 

moved when I saw John smiling in spite of the fact that he waited for 

me for about an hour. 
 

One of John´s characteristic 

virtues is patient endurance. He 

was already “skin and bones”; 

but he was there at the airport to pick me up. It was December 

9, 2016. The purpose of my visit was to see him and I had a 

feeling that it could be our last moment to see each other. He 

could go anytime; and I was right. On December 9, 2017, a day 

after the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, he passed 

away. I was already back in Gensan. But it was a great pity that 

I was not there at his funeral. 
 

We were together in Zhangye, Gansu, China, for 5 years. 

There was a year when we were teaching at the same school 

– Hexi University. Thanks be to God; his apartment was on 

the ground floor, and mine was just above his. Teachers, 

both local and foreign, and students noticed that we were 

always together. If I was alone walking, they would ask, 

“Where is John?” – the same question they asked John when 

they saw him walking alone. I often heard him say, “If it is 

God´s will, this project will succeed.” I heard some students, 

and I supposed the Chinese teachers too, saying, “Mr. Lek 

still teaches. He should be enjoying his retirement age in Singapore.” One lunch time he came 

expecting that I would cook what was written on my one-week menu. He remembered well my 

displayed menu. Hehehe…”Sorry, John; sometimes I don´t follow it.” One Summer afternoon in 

Lanzhou, when I was helping him in his Learning Center, I said to him, “John, look at this shirt. I 

bought it for only 4 yuan (RMB) on the sidewalk.” He looked at me and said, “This shirt costs me 

only 3 yuan.” John was a very simple man and oftentimes ate the “left-over” food. Despite the fact 

that he was ten years older than I, he worked hard preparing his lesson plan and checking the papers 

of his students; he was always willing to help me when I made a request. 
 

The other day, December 9, was his 3rd death anniversary. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. 

Amen. May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen. 

  

 By:  Br. Rosendo Yee, FMS 

 



      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   FILIPINO BROTHERS WHO HAD THEIR FORMATION IN THE USA. 
  N-1 N-2 Sch-1 Sch-2 Sch-3 1st Year in Ministry 

 

  1952-53       

1 Br. Domingo Bendero * * * * * Cotabato 

2 Br. Agustin Cabrera * * * * * Cotabato 

3 Br. Santiago Cabrera * * * * * Lagao 

 

 1953-54       

4 Br. Fernando Armendez+ * * * * Kidapawan 

5 Br. Sergio Dignadice * * * * * Dadiangas 

6 Br. Jaime Posadas * * *      

7 Br. Leonard Sonza+ * * * * * Marbel 

  

1954-55       

8 Br. Mariano Buenavides * * * * Kidapawan 

9 Br. Isabelo Chaves * * * * * Lagao 

10 Br. Nicomedes Conta * * * * *  

11 Br. Delfin Riego de Dios * * * *  

 

 1955-56       

12 Br. Sotero Amoloria * * * * * Lagao 

13 Br. Gilbert Bogacia * * * * * Dadiangas 

14 Br. Timoteo Cabangon (*)+ * * *   Lagao 

15 Br. Agustine Obed+ * * * * * Marbel 

16 Br. Eugene Pius Tajo * * * * * Cotabato 

 

 1956-57 (No candidates)       

 

 1957-58       

17 Br. Renato Cruz+ * * * * * Lagao 

18 Br. Bernardo Ortuoste * * * * * Jolo 

 

*Br. Timoteo apprenticed with Br. Frederick, the Tailor, in Esopus, New York  + Died as a 

Marist Brother.     

Out of 18 Brothers 7 remained as Brothers.  Out of the 7, two are still living: Brs. Pius & Gilbert. 
 
 

 

   THE ARCHIVIst’s CORNER 
 

Br. Romulo Porras, FMS (#9) 
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 Death Anniversaries: 
 

December 16 
 

1936 – Marie Hippolytus died at St. Genis Laval 

1974 – Br. Camile leopold died in Aubenas, France 
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     Birthday Greetings to: 

                    December 13                             December 15                            December 20                                     

          Br. Paul (Keun-ho) Won           Br. Cristino M. Sta. Ana        Br. Thomas Chin (Hon Man)      

     

Information: 

• December 13:  Marist Care Home Team Meeting. 

• December 15: Marian Hills Memorial Park Corporation and Board Meeting. 

• December 16:  Provincial Council Meeting. 

• December 18: Marist Global Network of Schools Committee Meeting. 

• Bros. Lloyd and Pedro finished their quarantine last December 11 and had reported 

to Marist Dadiangas community. 

• Br. Karl Angelo arrived in General Santos City from Marikina on December 11. He 

is now in quarantine at the Aspirancy house.  

 

 



      
 

 

 For the repose of the soul of Mr. Rufino Saavedra Denila, uncle of Br. 

Franklin Salcedo.  He died last December 9. 

 For the repose of the soul of Mr. George Salcedo, the younger brother of 

Br. Franklin Salcedo who died last December 11.  He died of Cardiac 

arrest.  Mass and burial will be on December 19. He will be buried at the 

family farm in Pikit.   

 For the repose of the soul of Santiago Sionosa. Today, December 13, is his 

4th death anniversary. 

 For healing of our sick family members, relatives, and friends. 

 For our Marist School teachers, personnel, administrators, students, 

alumni, and friends. 

 For all the missionaries around the world. 

 For peace and unity. 

 For comfort, protection, and safety. 

 For Medical Doctors, Nurses, Medical Technicians, Caregivers and those 

working in the Medical Laboratories. 

 For the end of the pandemic. 

 For the prayer intentions of the Brothers, Lay Marists, Benefactors, 

Families, and friends. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers please… 
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