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District Dates  

 

 

Marist Anniversaries: 

!823: Marcellin and Brother Stani-

slaus get lost in a snow storm and 

after saying the “Memorare” get 

rescued by a local farmer. 

Marist Anniversary: 1888: Marist 

Apostolate began in Christchurch. 

1922: Marist Apostolate began in 

Hamilton.  1927: Marist Apostolate 

began in Gisborne.  

1945: Marist Apostolate began in 

Masterton. 

Bula Brothers, from Brother Luke from  
His Mission in Tabatinga 

Reflecting on my journey last year I could say that God’s plan has a great-
er purpose and with great uncertainty comes great reward. If you have 
planned for the unknown, when something unexpected happens you’ll 
be that much more prepared.  
What is certain is that no one’s future plays out exactly the way they pic-
ture it and trusting in God will lead you to the life you, we, are for. By 
accepting that it is not you in control, but God, it becomes easier to open 
your heart and mind to new possibilities.  
For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for 
good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. (Jeremiah 
29:11)  
It is understandably frustrating when your plans are forced to change, 
especially suddenly. God knows what you want your plan to be. He 
knows your struggles and has concern for your disappointments. But God 
also has his own plan in mind for you, and even if you can’t see it or im-
mediately understand it, trust that there is a magnificent journey ahead.  
Towards the end of last year, I was looking forward to return to Fiji and 
to prepare for my new mission in Atlantis, South Africa in 2021. I was not 
able to do so because of the restriction of travelling due to the pandem-
ic. Instead of sitting around and waiting for the border in Fiji to open I 
started exploring other parts of Tabatinga that I have not been to. I 
walked and drove to different places every day. On Saturdays and Sun-
days, I joined the Lasalle Brothers with Catechism lesson in one of the 
communities. The joy of writing, cutting, and creating teaching materials 
and preparing lessons for the children makes me realise that I have a lot 
to offer to the children and people of Tabatinga and there are lot of 
things I needed to explore.  
Now, I am so happy to continue here in Tabatinga and I am looking for-
ward to the new challenges that awaits me.  
My focus now is to improve my Portuguese language and to burn more 
calories so that I am fit and ready once we commence our mission this 
year.  

District of the Pacific Update - 22nd February 2019


Marist Brothers’ Primary School Mulivai Samoa  - Brother Anitelea Reports 

On Friday the 5th of February 2021 the Marist Brothers’ Primary School at Mulivai had their opening Mass to 

begin this academic year and to bless our new prefects. There was a good turn up from Old Pupil Association 

and the parents of our students. The Main celebrant was Father Kolio Kolio  

Auckland Brothers met to discuss Vocation Promotion. "We Need Brothers" (St Marcellin). 
Does our identity and mission attract young people?  We collaborate with Champagnat Lay Marist in forming 
mixed communities that promote youth ministries. We create opportunities to promote passion for God 
(Spirituality) and passion of humanity (Ministry) especially with Catholic youth. 

Deacon Stephen Filipo  
with two members  

of the Champagnat Marists 
— Rita and Silila 

after his ordination  
to his Diaconate  

in the Cathedral in Suva 



DISTRICT NEWS UPDATE FROM KIRIBATI  
 

The launching into this new year here in Kiribati has witnessed several quite intense involvements. In late Janu-
ary the Stewardship Team met for a weekend retreat to create our Strategic Plan for the Year. Next came in-
volvement in animating the charism section of the Staff Orientation at St Louis High School and Marcellin Pre 
School. The Principal had requested Barry to lead this: fortunately, the Stewardship Team also willingly became 
involved leading this and contributed to a appreciated process. Meanwhile our La Valla community here has 
been deeply engaged in the very significant process towards handing over the Leadership roles of Country Co-
ordinator and Community Leader to Brother Tainga and the Bursar’s Role to Brother Amberoti. The actual 
handover ceremony will take place this Saturday 20th February. 
 

Meanwhile this last weekend, 19th -21st February we launched another mission initiative here at La Valla. 
The community invited 12 young people, both former and current St Louis Students, to gather for a weekend 
orientation towards initiating Champagnat Youth Group to help share in our mission. Our goals include pro-
moting awareness and action among them on ecological issues facing Kiribati: to empower them to look at 
ways of assisting other young people into a more healthier lifestyle, and how to begin to address issues such as 
Child Abuse and violence against women: also, to develop leadership qualities such as co-responsibility and de-
cision making. With the help of a Child Protection Presenter and a team of helpers all started off very positively. 
Brother Tabunga did much thorough preparation to enable this to happen.    

Members of our Champagnat Youth Group 

Mabuhai and Bula vinaka from the Philippines 

Last Saturday, we had celebrated the lunar New Year, here at MAPAC. 

The year of the Ox. We currently have one Chinese (Brother Xia) and 

three Brothers from the Marist District of Asia (Brother Luan, Brother 

Hoang and Brother Binh) and a novice (Lee). There were cultural clips 

on the meaning of the lunar new year and some delicious Asian dishes 

as well. We were joined by the Brothers from the Marist School Com-

munity. We also have Sister Kataia SMSM with us. She is awaiting a 

flight to Kiribati. 

Ready to enjoy their pizzas are Brother Gary (Philippines), Brother An-

thony (Pakistan), Brother Bihn (Marist District of Asia) and Brother 

Robert (Bangladesh). 


