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District Dates  
Friday 16th April: Community Lead-
ers Meeting. 
Friday 16th April: The beginning of 
the First Term School Holidays for 
New Zealand Schools. 
Saturday 17th April: Marist Anniver-
sary 1921: Consecration of the Insti-
tute to St Joseph. 
Sunday 18th April: 1999—
Canonisation of Marcellin Cham-
pagnat by Pope John Paul II. 
 

Mid-North Community: 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY Brother Donald 
“THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE, LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT.” 

We are very blessed to have Donald with us in the North. We enjoyed 
our recent celebration of a significant 
birthday with Don. We also 
acknowledge how indebted we are to 
him for his help and support for our 
work. We greatly appreciate Don’s rapid 
and warm-hearted engagement with 
the wider community in the North.  

Holy Week in Rona, Brazil, by Brother Luke 

I was invited to spend the holy week in Ronda, an indigenous communi-

ty located on the banks of the Amazon River, about 50 minutes by boat 

from the city of Leticia in Colombia. Their tribe is called “Cocama”  

This experience helped me to reflect on my own vocational journey and 

opened my eyes to see the daily struggles of the communities living 

along the river.  

Community:   

Ronda is a community with approximately 470 inhabitants. They have a 

leader and his councils to manage the community. The way for commu-

nity members to make a living is through fishing or farming. Young peo-

ple collaborate with their parents in the search for firewood for cook-

ing, going to the farm to harvest bananas, cassava or other root crops 

or fruits for the family’s food.  

There are children and young people with dreams, illusions about the future, but the reality is that, if there 

are no family members living in the city, these dreams go unfulfilled because the parents’ economic resource 

are very limited.   

Another reality that currently affects young people in the community is drugs and alcohol, which are of great 

concern to families. (Brother Luke’s Report will be covered fully next week.) 

District of the Pacific Update - 22nd February 2019


NZ party in Fiji for opening of Lomeri 1973 … including young couple Paul & Helen Gleeson

‘Stride Out’ 71’ Management NZ plus Br Brian with Berenado Vunibobo (Fiji Director of Agfriculture) 

Stride-Out 1971 Anniversary  

Scenes from the Occasion  

Br Brian with Robin  O'Neill (Whakatane Strideout organiser) &  Berenado Vunibobo at opening of Lomeri

z

Affiliation of Paul and Helen Gleeson into the NZ Province of the Marist Brothers

Affiliation of Paul and Helen Gleeson into the 
NZ Province of the Marist Brothers 

Brother Brian with Robin O’Neill  

(Whakatane Stride-Out Organiser) and  
Bernardo Vunibobo at the opening of Lomeri 

Account from the  

New Zealand Herald 



50th Anniversary Marist Brothers Novitiate Centre Lomeri, Fiji 2021 

 

The Path to the Marist Brother Novitiate – The Beginning  

Love of manual work … Digging the foundation  

Preparing for the future. 

A reminder of the Founder. 

The Foundation of the L’Hermitage 

Lomeri “STRIDE OUT ’71” 50 Years Ago – From Brother Richard 
 

Last Saturday, the 50 years since the incredible “Stride Out 71” which raised over $120,000 for the building of 
our Lomeri Novitiate was quietly celebrated with the main organizer, Paul Gleeson with his wife Helen, Brother 
John and several Brothers by a Mass at Sacred Heart and a dinner to follow. 



Reflections on Lomeri from a Former Novice Master:  

From Brother Timothy 
 

Firstly, I enjoyed my ten years at Lomeri. Yes, it had its ups and down but that is life. Where did the enjoy-

ment come from? It came from the ‘energy’ that the place generated at so many different levels. I was 

blessed and energized by the Brothers who were part of the community and formation team. To live and 

work with men like Iulio, Sam, Anthony, Colgan and Clarence from Sydney and many others was truly a 

blessing, and their presence and example enriched my Marist life. And the young men who came and went 

touched my life also in so many ways. It was discouraging at times, to see a number of them come, stay, 

and then leave but in reality, they took their Marist formation with them, becoming solid Marist supports 

back in their home villages and schools. The late Brother Charles Howard shared with me at Lomeri one day 

that “from the first days of Champagnat at La Valla, the Marist Brothers have been very good at forming 

good Marist laymen for the church and occasionally, a Marist Brother.” So true!  

And what now for Lomeri? Really, I do not know. All I do know is that when a formation house becomes a 

‘work farm’ due to very small numbers, maybe it is time to move on. In my first year as Novice Master, we 

were 33 in community. The year no one invited us to their place for a meal! Now, it may need to become a 

new gift for someone else to unwrap. 

Two novices officially starting their novitiate journey A place for prayer and contemplation 

A place to learn and appreciate  

the different Pacific cultures. 

First Profession 2010 

A place for manual work  


