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IN THIS ISSUE : 

ISSUE NO: 61 - 28th May 2021 

APPOINTMENT OF THE FIRST PROVINCIAL OF 

THE MARIST PROVINCE OF WEST AFRICA 

On Monday, 19th April 2021, the Superior General Br Ernesto 

Sanchez and his Council appointed Br Cyprain  Bankakuu as the 

first Provincial of the Marist Province of West Africa for the next 

three years. We congratulate Br Cyprain on this appointment and 

thank him for his willingness to lead the New Province. 
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O 
ne Roman stoic philosopher (Seneca) 

said that, “every new beginning 

comes from some other  beginning’s 

end”. This means that events have 

starting and ending points. The end of one thing 

initiates the beginning of another. Similarly, the 

beginning of something implies the ending of  

another thing. In other words, the launching of a 

new thing results from the accomplishment of a 

previous one. We have had several beginnings and 

endings as an Institute. As an Institute, and even 

as a District, we have experienced many new    

beginnings and endings. There have been several 

Institute, Provincial and District chapters that 

started and ended the mandates of Superiors. 

Hence, the maxim well describes the current 

phase of our District as we brace to live in a new 

reality. 

These days, different groups are meeting in prepa-

ration for yet another new beginning in the Marist 

District of West Africa. In 2000, there was an end 

and a new beginning for this Administrative Unit. 

Likewise, from August, 2021, there will be      

another transition moment – a new beginning as a 

Province. Thus, the ending of the Marist District 

of West Africa and the beginning of the Marist 

Province of West Africa. This milestone will be 

preceded by a Provincial Assembly and a         

Provincial Chapter. Both events will take place in 

August, 2021.  

This invites all of us to get involved and make 

selfless sacrifices for the success of these two, 

particularly, important events. Building a Province 

requires responsibility and involvement from all 

of us. And this reminds me of a Ghanaian patriotic 

song we sang in Primary School days. It is        

entitled, ‘Arise Ghana Youth for your Country’. 

The song advocates for unity for a common good. 

The words of the song are: 

        “Arise Ghana Youth for your Country, 
        The Nation demands your devotion, 
        Let us all unite to uphold her, 
        And make her great and strong, 
        We are all involved (3X),   
        In building our motherland”. 

Dear marvellous companions, yes! having a sense 

of belonging is the foundation of getting involved, 

and this is not a one-man business. We, Brothers 

and Lay Marists, are all involved in making this 

province get a sound foundation. It requires all of 

us to make sure we bring to bear our full poten-

tials and make the needed selfless sacrifices for 

this growth to happen. This is possible only if we 

embrace this new dispensation with positive     

attitudes and make all our limited resources a 

common heritage for all the Brothers and our   

collaborators. 

Regrettably, many consider the processes leading 

up to becoming a Province as the sole responsibi-

lity of the District Superior and Council. Brothers, 

be reminded by the philosophy of the ants that 

states that ‘unity is strength’ and ‘united we stand, 

divided we fall’. Every one of us should, thus, be 

concerned and involved in building up our new 

province.      

Let me also say that beginnings, indeed, are exci-

ting. They are full of promises, excitements, and 

an opportunity for change. However, embracing 

new things also means parting with what we are 

familiar with. It is not always simple parting with 

the familiar or what we are so used to. Taking 

risks, moving into the unfamiliar or unknown   

territories is not the norm. Nevertheless, we 

should be encouraged by an adage that, the future 

belongs to risk-takers and not to the comfort 

seekers. Let us take calculated risks and venture 

into the unknown.  

Brothers, there is no better time to treasure being 

Brothers of the District than now! Again, there is 

no better time to prioritize building up our new 

Province than now. Thus, together let us rise up 

and build (Neh 2:18) our Province. Teamwork or 

collaboration should be the mantra for today! The 

Province demands our devotion! So let us adopt a 

systems approach in tackling the many challenges 

that are ahead of us.  

Regardless of our position, culture, or country let 

us all be involved in realizing the dreams and   

potentials of our Brothers and, indeed, of this new 

Province! For in diversity there is beauty and 

strength. If God is for us who can be against us? 

(Rom 8:31-32). Let us rise and build up our new 

Province! Shalom! 

Br Cyprian Gandeebo, fms 

(District Superior) 

Rise Up and Build the New Marist Province of West Africa 
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THIRD INPUT 

T he last edition of the Marist Pedagogy in       

Psychological Lens carefully examined the golden 

rule of Marist Pedagogy –To educate children 

first, you must love them, and love them equally. 

In doing so, it emphasized the fact that the golden 

rule frowns upon favouritism and prioritizes the 

welfare of children. Today, we would find out 

how research literature speaks to the topic. For an 

organized discourse, I propose dividing the theme 

into two –love (you must love them) and fairness 

(love them equally). Again, we shall dedicate this 

and the next edition to the first part of the topic. 

We shall, however, examine the second part in the 

later editions.  

Let’s open the investigation with a question –what 

is love? Simply put, it is a pleasant feeling about 

oneself and usually towards others, characterized 

by passion, care, affection that invoke joy and 

contentment. Notwithstanding the foregoing     

definition, we admit that love is a complex      

concept that cannot be accurately captured in a 

single definition. Hence, St. Paul dedicated a 

whole chapter (1 Cor. 13) to, at best, describe it. 

We recall that the Greeks have three types of love 

–romantic love (eros), friendship love (philia) and 

altruistic love (agape). As demonstrated in the 

previous edition, Marcellin and his followers    

encouraged philia and agape. Thus, as his devoted 

disciples, we should guard against eros, especially 

in a time like this where the meaning of love is 

reduced to the perceptual form of it. Any attempt 

to settle for this unfortunate paradigm, in our    

relationship with our children, can and will erode 

the gains of our long-standing reputation.  

The complexity of love and the desire to reasona-

bly understand it has led to extensive research 

work. Sorokin was the first person to scientifically 

approach the study of love, in the late 1940s. In 

his ground-breaking work, The Way and the    

Power of Love, he outlined five dimensions of 

love. They are intensity, extensivity, duration,  

purity, and adequacy. He opined that 

Jesus epitomized these features of 

love. This observation draws our  

attention to the founder’s appeal to 

imitate God in loving children. The 

love of Jesus was pure, adequate, intense,         

extensive and lasting. How is your own love for 

children? 

Hatfield and her colleagues describe two types of 

love: compassionate and passionate. They         

explained that the former entails mutual respect, 

secured attachment, affection, and trust, which 

emanates from feelings of mutual understanding 

and shared respect. Again, we observe that     

Marcelin’s notion of loving children fits into the 

description of compassionate love. He saw      

children as a gift of God that needed care, and in-

deed, offered everything he had to care for them. 

Sternberg’s Advanced Triangle Theory of love is 

also insightful in our deliberations. The triangle 

includes elements like intimacy, passion, and   

decision /commitment. Experts say that different 

combinations of these elements lead to different 

types of love. For example, passion and commit-

ment form compassionate love, while intimacy, 

passion and commitment bring about consummate 

love (agape love).  Marcellin and the first brothers 

demonstrated consummate love, which was      

evident in their passion, commitment and close-

ness to their children. We are also invited to     

imitate this desirable spirit in our relationship with 

our children. We can do this through our       

meaningful presence, respect for child’s rights, 

commitment to child safe-guiding principles,   

pastoral care, offering integral education, fatherly 

corrections, readiness to share children’s challeng-

es, among others. 

In the next edition, we shall deliberate on some 

research findings on the impact of loving children 

on pupil’s education, teachers’ performances and 

schooling environment. 

  Br Eric Kramo 

        The Marist Pedagogy in Psychological Lens 
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The brothers of the District House had a three-day 

outing in the Volta Region of Ghana. The places 

visited included Tafia Tome Monkey Sanctuary, 

Mount GEMI, Wli Waterfalls and Afadjato. 

Brother Gilbert Dakora became the first 70 year 

old Ghanaian to climb Mt. Afadjato in 1hour and 

25 minutes. Mountain Afadjato which is 885    

metres above sea level is the highest mountain in 

West Africa.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Br Augustine Naatey 

Pupils of the nursery section of Centre Scolaire St 

Marcellin Champagnat officially closed on the 

15th of May 2021 after a challenging year with the 

Covid-19 pandemic. The ceremony which began 

at 9am lasted an hour and a half and saw the     

pupils make different presentations in front of 

their parents, teachers and other invited guests. 

Indeed, it was a very beautiful ceremony as the 

pupils recited poems, performed different dances 

and entertained the public with many different  

activities. We thank God for a successful end of 

year and we look forward to a new academic year 

full of success come September.  

Br Cho Nchang 

 

 

COMMUNITY OUTING, DISTRICT 

HOUSE — ACCRA  

Br Gilbert at the top of Mount Afadjato 

NURSERY SCHOOL VACATES IN 

CHAMPAGNAT — BOUAKE 
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Since March 2020, the world has been, and is still 

struggling to adapt and deal with COVID-19; a 

perilous virus with many uncertainties. The impo-

sition of lockdowns as of March 2020 by many 

nations, led to most, if not all educational institu-

tions signing off most activities and so did MCS 

Buokrom, Kumasi-Ghana. This was a means of 

observing COVID-19 protocols as per the restric-

tions of the Ghana Education Service, as Scien-

tists keep burning the midnight candles in their 

noble quest of finding the vaccine against the 

aforesaid virus which has seemingly come to stay.  

With the resumption of schools nationwide early 

this year, MCS Buokrom has since then not had 

the opportunity to revamp most of its co-curricular 

activities which bring vim, zeal and zest to the 

normal life of the school. On Wednesday, May 13, 

2021, the School had its opening Eucharistic    

celebration for the term which in a way served as 

a means of restoring most of the school’s               

co-curricular life. The Holy Mass took place in the 

school’s customary site for gatherings with all 

protocols observed. The homily of Rev. Fr. Isaac 

Manu, the Headmaster of Catholic Technical    

Institute called on all present to be Christ-like, 

shunning all practices that make them appear as 

antichrists. Drawing inspiration from Jesus’       

 

 

assertion in John 14:6; the officiating minister 

further encouraged all present to be hopeful     

despite the turbulent times in which we are in, and 

live with the assurance that; “Jesus is the way and 

the truth and the life”.  For Jesus Christ is ever 

near than we can imagine; if only we play our part 

well. With Christ risen, we are Easter people and      

Alleluia should be the song on our lips.  

Seemingly, it was alien to some pupils/students 

and teachers as it was their first time witnessing 

such a solemn event in the school since they     

joined the school community early this year. It 

seemed more overwhelming to some, with the  

visible feeling of excitement among some pupils 

and students.  

The Holy Mass is the source and summit of our 

Catholic prayer. And for Prayer to be meaningful, 

we should take prayer into life and life back to 

prayer. Thus, the Eucharistic Celebration served 

as a means of revitalizing life in the school        

especially in the domain of co-curricular activi-

ties, as the Headmaster did announce at the end of 

the Eucharistic Celebration. And this, the       

headmaster emphasized that it should be done 

with the full observation of the COVID-19 safety 

protocols. It was also a means of continuously  

demonstrating to the school community that     

Covid-19 is not yet over, thus there is still a need 

to be on guard, and therefore all the standard    

safety procedures should be constantly observed 

by one and all. 

Br. Conrad Tameh (f.m.s) 

 

LIFE IN MCS BUOKROM IS INVIGORATED 
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The academic year in Ghana is almost at the 

middle and no pupil or staff in Our Good Mother 

School Ashalaja so far is infected with this deadly 

virus called Covid-19. We don’t take this for 

granted as we always entrust everything in the 

hands of Our Good Mother Mary, to intercede for 

us to the Lord. 

Prayer is therefore an absolute necessity in the 

school environment since Jesus himself taught his 

disciples the importance of prayer. Brothers and 

teachers have taken time to teach the pupils how 

to pray before any activity in the school. This   

initiative has made everyone to be honest and  

portray good morals. 

The teaching and the non- teaching staff  have the 

view of Archbishop Oscar Romero in mind who 

said “We are workers and not master builders,  

ministers and not messiahs. We are prophets of a 

future not our own”. Therefore, we believe that 

the future belongs to the children placed in our 

care.  

It is therefore our hope that our pupils will grow 

in honesty and become God fearing leaders and 

citizens of tomorrow.  

BR. YENWONG CYLAS MBIVNJO, fms 

The Chapel of the Catholic College of Our Lady 

of all Nations Yassa was blazing on Sunday the 

9th of May 2021 with more than twenty students 

and a few from the parish who were officially  

initiated into our Christian faith through the      

Sacrament of Baptism. This singular occasion was 

graced with the presence of the parents and 

friends of the baptized who did not hide their   

feeling as the kept-on ululating as each candidate 

for baptism was sprinkled water on their           

forehead.  

These catechumens successfully completed a three

-year formation program that was interrupted by 

the common enemy; the Covid19. The Brothers of 

Yassa community together with a lay woman are 

the pillars in this most esteemed service to the 

Church and to the newly baptized They organize 

catechism classes in the school premises with 

priority given to the students and the English com-

munity of the Parish around.  

Br Mbiatem Eyong, fms 

WE NURTURE SEEDS THAT WILL ONE 

DAY GROW 

BAPTISM AT  COLLEGE CATHOLIQUE 

NOTRE DAME DES NATIONS — YASSA 

A love of work is one of the distinguishing 
characteristics of our Marist way of life and 
our approach to education. 

‘Rule of Life No 87’ 
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As to whether our efforts yield the desirable fruits 

or not, the answer remains with the One who 

Calls… Jesus Christ. It was this spirit that        

animated the Pastoral commission of our college 

here in Korhogo on Saturday May 9th to organize 

an open-door day for all Catholic students to talk 

about various vocations in the Catholic Church. 

This was aimed at exposing the students to certain 

vocations they have little knowledge about.  

All forms of vocations in the Church were pre-

sented by different facilitators. Mr. Ambemon a 

long-time teacher and a discipline master at our 

school presented on the family as the key vocation 

in the Church from which is born other vocations, 

Sister Clair Zongo of the Domincan congregation 

and a teacher of French in our school presented on     

feminine vocations in the Church, Brother Deric 

Ndi talked about male religious congregations and 

based his examples on who is a Marist Brother.  

 A Seminarian from Colombia, Guemo, our Li-

barian talked about the priesthood. Several other       

speakers; like Mrs Kwame, a teacher of Spanish, 

and Mrs. Kone’ a teacher of French talked about 

the challenges and joys of marriage. The initiative 

was drawn from the gospel of Luke 5: 4 (Put out 

into deep water, and let down the nets to catch 

some fish”).  This was under the Coordination of 

Brother Vincent Me’ who is the head of the     

Pastoral commission in the school. It was a       

remarkable day as participants interacted and 

showed interest through the questions, they asked 

each speaker.  

Labour day celebration is one of the moments 

which members of the Marist family in Korhogo 

profit to spend time together, establish cordial  

relationship and foster family spirit. It is a        

moment away from the classroom and administra-

tive activities. The day is organized with fun filled 

activities that run from morning to the afternoon 

with the aim of encouraging one another, knowing 

and getting closer to each other in an informal  

setting that creates a friendly environment for 

everyone.  

This is an initiative of the teachers, Brothers and 

non-teaching staff of the college.  The organiza-

tion, known in French language as “Mutuelle 

Champagnat”, aims at creating a family spirit 

among the members of the college staff. It assists 

the members in various ways: birthdays, marriage 

anniversaries, Religious Profession and so on. 

This year, the body organized a series of activities 

ranging from fitness, a football match, a family 

meal and celebration of the birthdays of its    

members from February to June. The presence of 

this association or organization as one may call it, 

has established a very strong social bond between 

the Brothers and the staff members, and even new 

teachers easily find a home within this context.  

DEEPING DOWN INTO THE DEEP TO BUILD, WE CELEBRATE 

Br. Deric Ndi Ngong 
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The novitiate community has felt in-depth the 

condition of the whole world since the outbreak of 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The Novitiate community is thanking God for all 

his benevolent and blessings he has bestowed on 

us as a family and as a community. It has not been 

easy as the pandemic has distorted some parts of 

our program of formation, thus; the external 

courses for the then first year novices, communion 

to the sick and the elderly, excursion and aposto-

late at the Marist preparatory Junior High school. 

The lockdown measures by the government made 

it impossible to go about these aforementioned 

programs. The community is grateful to God as 

things are gradually coming back to normal and 

our now first and second year Novices were able 

to attend some courses outside the novitiate and 

carry on their apostolate with respect to Covid-19 

protocols.  

We are forever grateful to God that things are now 

back to normal and we  look forward to a society 

that is free of Covid-19. 

 

MARIST BROTHERS INTERNATIONAL NOVITIATE, KUMASI — GHANA 
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As part of the activities marking the 25th anniver-

sary of the Catholic Diocese of Obuasi, the     

planning committee, in collaboration with the   

Bishop, Most Rev. John Yaw Afoakwa, selected 

two consecrated persons for a diocesan award in 

recognition of their meritorious services to the 

diocese in diverse ways. About 83 lay faithful 

were also selected for this special award. 

On the 24th of April 2021 Brother Kevin was    

honored by the catholic Bishop of Obuasi Diocese 

with a   meritorious award. The award was given 

to him as a distinguished religious brother in   

acknowledgement of his services to the Diocese. 

The Bishop appreciated Brother Kevin for his   

dedication, commitment, tireless service, enthu-

siasm and boundless love of faith for the Diocese. 

Let us continue to thank God for the life and the 

gift of Brother Kevin to the local church in Obuasi 

Diocese in particular and to the Marist family. 

 

Students of Ordinary and Advanced levels of    

Lycée Collège Marie wrote their mock exams on 

the 5th of May 2021. Altogether they were 127 

candidates for the exams. This exam was organi-

zed by Catholic Schools at the national level.  It 

was a way of testing the level our students and to 

see where there are still some loopholes so as to 

help them to be ready for their final examinations 

in July and August.  

Brother Kevin Ngoran Njoven, receives a 

Meritorious Service Award  

MOCK EXAMINATIONS FOR FINAL 

YEAR STUDENTS — Marie Ke Tal 

Br. Divine Sebe-ey 

Br. Alfred Ngaro 

In both community and mission, strive to 

be attentive to the Spirit. Share the gifts 

that God has given you by bringing your 

competence and creativity to your life with 

your brothers and your daily ministry. 

Acknowledge the responsibilities that have 

been given to those who exercise lea-

dership; in a spirit of communion, coope-

rate with them as they work to guide you 

in your life and mission. In a spirit of faith, 

accept their mediation as you search for 

God’s will. 

‘Rule of Life No 87’ 
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It was with gratitude and great joy that the Chris-

tian Community of Tatum gathered on the 11th of 

April 2021 to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the 

Final Profession of Brother Ivo Njongai Leynyuy. 

The occasion was graced with the presence of the 

Marist Brothers from Yassa and Tatum, family 

members and friends of the Jubilarian, "Shufaays" 

and "Shusheys"of Nkum subdivision, the Tertiary 

Sisters of Saint Francis (TSSF) and well-wishers.  

The Thanksgiving Mass started at 

9:00am officiated by the parish priest, Fr Matthias 

Njong with a visiting priest concelebrating with 

him. In his homily, he initially reflected on the 

mercy of God since it was Divine Mercy Sunday 

and followed up with a reflection drawn from   

Article 49 of the constitution of the Marist       

Brothers. He linked the common life lived by the 

Brothers to that of the early Christian Communi-

ties emphasizing on living the Brotherhood of 

Christ with everyone.  

He also stressed that Marist Brotherhood in itself 

is a complete vocation and not a stage expecting 

another like in the priesthood. After stating clear-

ly, the mission, the charism and the spirituality of 

the Brothers, he prayed for an increase in          

vocations.  

As a jubilee package for the parish, Brother Ivo 

intended raising funds to equip the Parish church 

with a good and quality sound system. The      

support for this project came from a good number 

of friends, former students, religious men and  

women, classmates and other well-wishers. The 

Final Phase of this contribution came in during the 

offertory in the church and through the generous 

contributions by the Christians (Catholics and non

-Catholics) the complete amount for the project 

was realized at this point. 

Before the final blessing came a series of speeches 

in honor of the day, appreciating the Marist     

Brothers, especially Br Ivo and the entire      

Christian Community.  

The second part of the celebration took place in 

the Hall where the guests were entertained with a 

series of dances and other presentations by the 

different groups presents. The Tertiary Sisters of 

St Francis, Tatum Community, spiced the         

occasion with a delicious silver jubilee cake. 

Other guests were entertained at the Marist      

Brothers' community. 

It was a joyful and successful celebration and a 

happy reunion for all. The sound system was 

bought and installed a week after the celebration.  

          

  Br Meyanui Valentine, fms 

 

SILVER JUBILLE OF THE FINAL PROFESSION OF BR IVO NJONGAI 



Marist District of West Africa — News Bulletin 

MARIST DISTRICT OF WEST AFRICA 

                             (Cameroon, Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Libera & Tchad )                               11 

Brother Evaristus Mbidzenyuy recently graduated 

with a Masters in psycho—spiritual psychothe-

rapy and psychological counseling from the     

Marist International   University College. In     

addition, he also obtained a certificate in Retreat 

Direction from Hekima College. We congratulate 

Br Evaristus for this great achievement and we 

look forward to benefiting from his input in the 

Province. 

On the 26th of May 2021, Br Vincent De Paul 

graduated with a PHD in Philosophy from the 

University of Bouaké. The ceremony took place in 

the campus and was attended by the Marist     

Brothers of Boukaké and Korhogo, family     

members and many well wishers. We congratulate 

Brother Vincent for this acheivment and wish him 

in his mission in Nairobi. 

CONGRATULATIONS BR EVARISTUS CONGRATULATIONS BR VINCENT DE PAUL 
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“Some are born great, some achieve greatness, 

and some have greatness thrust upon them” I de-

cided to start my reflection on our dearly beloved 

late Br. Joseph Owusu Afriyie with the above 

quotation from the famous writer, William Shake-

speare. There is no other word I can use to de-

scribe the late Br. Joseph Owusu Afriyie than the 

word, “Great”. He was a great man; this greatness 

was not bestowed on him; neither was he born 

great. He achieved greatness by his simple life 

style. He did little things in an extraordinary way, 

he believed that little things matter and he put in 

hours and hours of hard work; he sacrificed wants 

for musts and he never gave it less than his best. 

APOSTOLATE: HE WAS A CATECHIST  

Joseph Owusu Afriyie taught catechism right from 

the day he made his first profession till his death. 

After a day’s hard work at Marist Preparatory 

School, Sabin Akrofrom, Joseph Afriyie, as he 

was popularly called, would gather children 

around Odeneho Kwadaso where he stayed to 

teach them catechism and songs. He did this al-

most every evening after supper. He loved to 

teach catechism and to prepare children for the 

sacraments. He prepared numerous children for 

the sacraments.  

Besides teaching catechism, he also taught the 

children songs. He composed most of the songs 

himself.  He loved singing and he was a great 

singer; he had a feminine voice, so when he was 

singing and anyone hearing him from afar might 

think it was a woman singing. He wanted to share 

his talent of singing with the little ones, therefore 

he ended his teaching of catechism with a new 

song all the time.  

He did not just prepare children for Christ, he had 

a great affection for them. He had a meaningful 

presence with the children. He loved the children 

and they loved him too. In fact, we saw him as a 

great apostle of children. 

WORK AT MARIST PREPARTORY 

SCHOOL, SABIN AKROFROM 

He was one of the first Marist Brothers to work in 

the school. His whole life was in the school and 

for the school. His dedication and commitment to 

his work in the school were impeccable. In fact, 

he emptied himself for the good of the school and 

for the welfare of the children under his care. He 

made a great sacrifice for the school; he loved the 

children put under his care so dearly. He prepared 

the first batch of students for the Basic Education 

Certificate Examination (BECE). He doubled as 

the Assistant Head teacher and Bursar.  

He had a loving and cordial relationship with   

parents, teachers and supporting staff as well as 

the pupils. He created a loving family in the 

school community so much so that, when parents 

came to the school, they saw nothing but a loving 

family where everybody cared. He . Established a 

TRIBUTE TO BR JOSEPH AFRIYE 
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formidable moral and disciplinary foundation in 

the school. 

EVANGELIZER  

Apart from school apostolate which he was com-

mitted to, he also did his evangelical work at 

Nwamase, Kumasi. He used to organise commun-

ion service at Resurrection Catholic Church at 

Nwamase when it was an out-station. Now it is a 

Parish. The Christians of that community did not 

have the opportunity to have a priest for Sunday 

Masses, so Br. Joseph would go there every Sun-

day to conduct communion service and to share 

the word of God with them. His presence at Res-

urrection Church on every Sunday strengthened 

the faith of that Catholic Christian community. He 

was very much cherished by the people. In addi-

tion to the communion services, he used to organ-

ise recollections and retreats for the Christians 

A MAN OF THE COMMUNITY 

Br. Joseph Owusu Afriyie was a man of the com-

munity. He was always present at all times and he 

took part in all the activities of the community. 

His relationship with the Brothers was cordial. He 

was open to all and shared his joy and sorrows 

with members of his community.  

In spite of the fact that he was tired after the day’s 

work at the school, he had time and energy for 

personal and community prayers. He also joined 

the community for daily meals. He had a mission-

ary taste. He ate whatever was set before him at 

table. 

Joseph never kept any grudges against anybody at 

the community. He spoke his mind at all times. He 

would tell one his mind when he was offended. 

He used to have serious misunderstanding with 

the then sector superior. The two did not like each 

other and never saw eye to eye for reasons known 

to them alone. In spite of this misunderstanding 

which existed between them, Br. Joseph respected 

him as the sector superior. 

SPIRITUALITY 

His life of simplicity, modesty and humility is 

something to write home about. He was a down to 

earth Brother. He saw everyone as a child of God 

and never condemned anybody. God was the   

centre of his life and he did everything for the 

love of God. 

He used to advise people who did good or        

performed works of charity or gave alms to others 

to see God in the people they were helping if not 

they would be disappointed. According to him, 

any charitable work or almsgiving should be done 

for God and not man. For him, human beings are 

ungrateful but God is ever grateful and appreciates 

any good done to him. “God never disappoints”, 

he would say.  

His spirituality could be seen even in his jokes, as 

he was a man of humour. He used to say that, 

“three things will surprise people in heaven. That 

the people you think would be there are not there, 

and those you think will not be there and there. 

And the greatest surprise is to see yourself there”. 

Above all he was a man of prayer, even in his sick 

bed at Okomfo Anokye Hospital, he was praying 

for people. His last words to me during my last 

visit to him at the hospital was, “Nana Kusi”, as 

he affectionately called me, “I will be praying for 

you”.  

Br John Kusi Mensah 
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COMMUNITY PHOTOS OF THE DISTRICT 

DISTRICT COMMUNITY HOUSE — ACCRA 

NOVITIATE COMMUNITY — KUMASI 
KOUMRA COMMUNITY — TCHAD 

KWADASO COMMUNITY — KUMASI 

TATUM COMMUNITY — CAMEROON 

YASSA COMMUNITY — DOUALA 

BOUAKE COMMUNITY — COTE D’IVOIRE 

Your experience of being with Jesus, as well as       

washing the feet of others, helps you to understand 

your place in the world. We cannot wash the feet of 

another person without having to stoop and approach 

the common ground on which we all walk and to see 

the world from that vantage point. 

‘Rule of Life No 67’ 
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COMMUNITY PHOTOS OF THE DISTRICT 

DISTRICT COMMUNITY HOUSE—ACCRA 

Members of the District in MIC 
Buokrom Community — Kumasi 

Postulancy Community — Ahwiren 

Monrovia Community 

Ashalaja Community — Accra 
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BIRTHDAYS 

MAy 

MARIST DISTRICT OF WEST AFRICA 

Communication Commission 

Comments or Articles to : 

chochobr@gmail.com  

May 2nd Stephen Kpunsa 

May 4th Sylvain Yao 

May 28th Theddy Gilles 

June 1st Tomla Elvis 

June 7th Washington Tekay 

John Nyuydine 

June  9th Tameh Conrad 

June  29th Ngardoum Succés 

JUNE 

May 6th-14th 2021 Visit to Koumra Community 

May 17th-19th 2021 Visit to Yassa Community 

May 21st-24th 2021 Visit to Tatum Community 

May 22nd 2021 Interco-ordination Team 

May 26th-29th 2021 Visit to Bafut Community 

May 28th-29th 2021 89th  DCM Virtual 

June 8th-9th 2021 Board of Superiors—Kumasi 

June 12th 2021 First Religious Profession—K’si 

June 15th-18th 2021 90th  DCM Virtual 

July 30th-31st 2021 91st  DCM Virtual 

August 2nd-6th 2021 2nd  District Assembly. 

August 9th-13th 2021 1st Provincial Chapter—Accra 

Superior’s Calendar of Activities 

JULY 

July 2nd Peter Awoh Acho 

July 6th Yenwong Cylas 

July  13th Kramo Eric 

July  25th Konaté Eric 

July  27th Koné Bruno 

Save the Date : (June 29th 1996— June 29th 2021) 

Silver Jubille of Religious Brotherhood (25 Years): 

Br Vincent Mé 

Br Theddy Gilles 

Br Daniel Taylor 

Next Edition will be Published on: 
July 28th 2021. 


