
 

 

 

I see this time as a reckoning 
(Excerpt from the book “Let us dream, the path to a better future” of Pope Francis) 

 
I see this time as a reckoning. I think of what Jesus tells Peter in Luke 22:31, that the devil wants 

him to be sifted like wheat. To enter into a crisis is to be sifted. Your categories and ways of 

thinking get shaken up; your priorities and lifestyles are challenged. You cross a threshold, either 

by your own choice or by necessity, because there are crises, like the one we’re going through, that 

you can’t avoid. The question is whether you’re going to come through this crisis and if so, 

how. The basic rule of a crisis is that you don’t come out of it the same. If you get through it, you 

come out better or worse, but never the same. 

We are living in a time of trial. The Bible talks of passing through to describe such trials, like a kiln 

testing the potter’s handiwork (Sirach 27:5). The fact is that we are all tested in life. It’s how we 

grow. 

 In the trials of life, you reveal your own heart: how solid it is, how 

merciful, how big or small. Normal times are like formal social 

situations: you never have to reveal yourself. You smile, you say 

the right things, and you come through unscathed, without ever 

having to show who you really are. But when you’re in a crisis, it’s 

the opposite. You have to choose. And in making your choice you 

reveal your heart. 

In moments of crisis you get both good and bad: people reveal 

themselves as they are. Some spend themselves in the service of 

those in need, and some get rich from other people’s needs. Some 

move out to meet others—in new and creative ways, without 

leaving their houses—while some retreat behind defensive armor. 

The state of our hearts is exposed. 

From this crisis we can come out better or worse. We can slide 

backward, or we can create something new. For now, what we need 

is the chance to change, to make space for the new thing we need. 

 You can share your feelings and thoughts in your community… 

Bro. Paco Garcia 



Postulancy House – Davao, Philippines 

 

International Classes to the Postulants in Vietnam. The classes 

were about Ecology. The teachers were Br. Xia Joseph, a new 

member of our community and Br. Chris (Ex MAPAC staff 

member) from New Zealand. He shares his experiences from 

the hotel where He is after arriving to New Zealand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manual work, the vegetation is so fecund that we don’t have enough time to prune the branches of the 

bougainvillea. Br. Joseph and Br. Walter in action.    

Happy Birthday Br. Walter we celebrated 

his 60th birthday with a nice “cup of 

Coffee” since alcohol is forbidden during 

the lock down period… Congratulations 

Br. Walter. 

Every Sunday different groups of 

basketball players from our 

neighborhood come to our house to 

enjoy some exercise and share life. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Br. Juan Castro 

 

Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus…it was 

a time to pray for the needs of our world. 

Every week we have different Chef.  In the picture 

we see a Chef from China but other weeks we 

taste Ecuadorian food and also Mexican food… 

thanks brothers for the commitment you have in 

preparing delicious dishes … 

 

The Lord has been generous with our 

community… every day the mango tree in the 

garden shares with us many of her fruits, we have 

twice a week time for the harvest of this precious 

gifts. 

 

Sharing the word of the Lord every Saturday give 

us opportunity to share our faith and to open our 

hearts to His calls.  After sharing the World, we 

end with simple happy hour with peanuts and 

drinks. 

 



Consecration & Mission 

On June 22, I attended the virtual encounter of middle age brothers from Southern America Region. 

The objective of the gathering was to provide spaces that help to deepen our experience of God, in the 

personal encounter with Him and in daily life, building bridges between the brothers. In this way we can be 

creators of fraternity to become passionate witnesses of Jesus Christ, with a joyful life in today's world.  

Brother Óscar Martín Vicario (GC) help us to reflect on “Homes of Light & Fratelli Tutti”. Consecration and 

Mission: daring to respond to this time. How to take care of life and generate new life. 

Some highlights of the reflection: 

• Always find strength in our being for our doing.  

• Re-read our Consecration with a deep 

spirituality.  

• Br. Ernesto once mentioned: We need homes, 

not hotels.  

Homes have families, form communities with 
spirituality and mission.  
It is more than a place, it is an experience of 
welcoming, fraternity, care for each other, joy, 
enthusiasm and put aside pettiness. 

• We are the Marist Institute: You and I 

• The time of pandemic help us to unlearn things: indifference, selfishness, remain in comfort zones…  

and to be inclusive.  

• As brothers/lay in communities, we have the opportunity to reinvent us, recreate us.  

• Our mission is FRATERNITY, BROTHERHOOD, we are MARIST BROTHERS. 

Br. Canísio J.W. 
 

Saigon Students’ Community – Viet Nam  

 

On the 19th of June, we celebrated the birthday of Bro Bao 

together with some neighbors. It was a simple yet meaningful 

celebration to give thanks to God for Bro Bao’s life and his 

vocation. Before the pandemic the children in the 

neighborhood usually came to our house to play and talk to 

us, they felt welcomed and safe in our house. 

 



         

Like many parts of the world, Ho Chi Minh city, where our community is 

located, is still going through a difficult time due to the Pandemic. It has 

been more than a month since the government decided to suspend all 

unessential activity and begin a time for social quarantine and it does not 

seem to get better. Amidst all the difficulties that the pandemic brought 

us, I think it is a time for us to build up our community in the areas of 

relationship between community members as well as our relationship 

with God. This time is also a good time for us to sit back and relax after a 

busy academic year since the three of us are studying.   

 

 

 

 

 

Br. Pham Thuan 

 

 

   Giasnogor Community – Bangladesh 

 

St Marcellin Football Tournament-2021 

Despite the strict lockdown, the Brothers and the Seminarians were able to enjoy a soccer tournament organized 

by the Giasnogor Community Brothers.  The tournament was played in a league system. Most of the players 

were the diocesan seminarians who live next door.  We took the opportunity of the current strict lockdown as 



the moment for organizing a tournament since the schools are closed and we were advised by the government to 

stay at home. However, there were six teams who played respectively against each other in the first round to 

ensure a place for the semi-final. Then, the top four teams out of six ensured their places to play at the semi-

final.  After playing their first-round matches, eventually there were two teams who were the strongest among 

the groups to reach the final. In short, the final match has yet to play which will be played on the day of Eid-Ul- 

Azha, the biggest celebration of Islam. 

Bro. Rubel Nokrek 

 

Novitiate – Tudella, Sri Lanka 

Our Life in Post-Novitiate in Sri Lanka. 

Aside from our studies, our work here also includes time to work in the garden, in order to maintain 

our place. With good rain over the last few months, everything is green. We really enjoy and are 

thankful to the Lord, for all the goodness that has been bestowed in our life here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Retreat for Young Brothers – Sri Lanka 

We were very lucky that during this time but could still travel to a retreat center, operated by the Archdiocese. 
Our retreat for young brothers was taken in a wonderful place, situated beside a lake, where I found it easy to 
be with the Lord through nature. Br Rod organized for us to follow the online sessions given by Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge from Australia. The four presentations were based on the theme “Words from the Cross”, 
which connected to our life of uncertainty, the real life that we are facing now. It was really an opportunity for 
me to be closely connected and recharge my relationship with the Lord during this time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Br. Duy Le 



The experience of working in the brothers’ chicken farm. – Sri Lanka 

 

Since last May, I moved to live in the Hermitage community in 

Tudella, to learn how to run a chicken farm. 

 I feel very happy in this new community with three elder Sri 

Lankan brothers, they are very kind and support me in different 

areas.  

I am also very excited to work in the chicken farm with the 

workers. I learn many things from them, I also help them in many 

ways. Make friends with them and twice a week during the night 

I teach them English. 

So, I thank God for this good experience. It helps me a lot at the 

moment and for my future ministry too. 

Bro. Nghi 

 

 

Our ‘Mixed’ Community – Sri Lanka 

 

On March 25th we had our First Profession celebration, and in that evening we also had an initiation 
ceremony for the only novice based here, Sujith Alwis, from Sri Lanka. Due to the issue of traveling, 
the 10 young brothers are still in the Novitiate community. With the presence of Sujith, the Novitiate 
became a new-fashioned community, with 1 novice, 10 young brothers, 5 not so young brothers and 
1 ex-novice whom we call our one Lay Marist.  The only element we’re missing to be a truly modern 
community is female members! 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bro. Duc 
 

Talit Community – West Bengal, India 

Marist community Talit celebrated our founder feast day on June 6th with our hostel boys and close 
by religious and priests. We had a prayer service together and a simple get together, then we ended 
our celebration with the fraternal lunch together. 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



On 22 of June, we celebrated Bro. Jiji’s Birthday in our community. It’s a wonderful and meaningful 
celebration which was appreciated well by all.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 5th, we the community started to give the relief food 
project to the poor people in the village and Street. This 
project is only for the poor people. As well, our community 
decided to give food to those people who are sleeping at night 
on the road side. As a community we visited at night around 
11pm in the town. Those who are sleeping on the street and 
roadside and giving food to those people. It was an 
unforgettable experience. Thanks to the FMS project as well 
all those people help us to get this project to help these 
people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Br. Jiji Dasan 

 



 From Marist Lay Sub Committee – Viet Nam 

The Marist Brothers (MDA) have been working in this part of the world for more than a decade and 

have come to work with many people, because of the differences in faith and since most of the lay 

partners and teachers are from other religions such as Buddhism, Islam and Hinduism, so it is still a 

challenge for the Marist District of Asia (MDA) to develop the Marist Laity and until now MDA hasn’t 

been able to form any official Lay Marist group. However, the appointment of Mr. Tin, a Marist lay 

man from Viet Nam, to the MDA’s Lay Marist Sub-Committee is seen as an important development in 

the life of the District. 

Thus, knowing that every country in the District is 

uniquely different, but with our presence and apostolates 

in different countries trying to answer the needs and calls 

of today, we also promote in different ways the Marist 

vocation, the lay Marist vocation. Equally important, we 

need to deepen our understanding of what it means to 

be a “Marist” in our own context and to promote Marist 

life where we are. We must believe that a fully 

committed Marist, Brother or Lay, can create change and 

generate new life despite the challenges. 

I recall this prayer from St. Marcellin as he trusted in God and wholly put everything in the hands of 

Mary, “if this work should perish, it is not our work that fails, but yours, for you have done everything 

for us. We therefore trust in your powerful protection and we shall always trust in it always.” Lastly, 

for many of us, this time of Covid-19 may seem the worst of times and the best of times, but we can 

strive to develop vision and hope for what be best for the present and for the future because, like St. 

Marcellin, we to believe that this work is God’s work which is the work of Mary, and we are their co-

workers. It is the work in the way of Mary that leads us to Jesus.  

 

Let me end with the quotation from Charles 

Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities: “…it was the season 

of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the 

spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had 

everything before us, we had nothing before us, we 

were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going 

direct the other way – in short, the period was so 

far like the present period, that some of its noisiest 

authorities insisted on its being received, for good 

or for evil, in the superlative degree of comparison 

only”. May God always bless us and keep us safe. 

Br. Nguyen Viet Bao 
 



From Cu Chi Community – Viet Nam 

Birthday parties of Br. Cong 

Br. Cong celebrated his birthday once with the local catholic believers on May 6 and on the other with all the 
Saigon community members on May 8.  
May the peace and blessing of the Good Lord, which are revealed through the smiles of people in the two 
photos, be upon him in every single moment.  

 

 

Birthday of Mr. Vinh 

One of the aspirants, Mr. Vinh’s birthday party was 

held on May 21 in the Cu Chi house.  

God’s touch to create the Word in the Genesis shows 

through his doing manual work on his own and caring 

dogs, fish, flowers and vegetable garden. 

We congratulated Mr. Vinh who came to us as a 

blessing.  

May the Lord grant him be full of grace. 

 

 
Meeting with the Bishop of Phu Cuong 

Diocese 

In order to formally register the Cu Chi 

community house in Phu Cuong Diocese, bros. 

Cong, Bao and Kim met the diocesan bishop 

Giuse Nguyen Tan Tuoc on May 22. 

 

 

 

 



Feast day of Champagnat 

Due to the Pandemic situation, all the brothers in Vietnam were not able to gather together to celebrate the 

Champagnat feast day this year. But the Cu Chi community participated in the Champagnat Mass held on June 

5 at the General house via online. And on June 6, the feast day was celebrated with community prayer as well as 

a feast day party.  

 

The Cu Chi community vegetable garden 

Through tireless work and cooperation even in hot weather, the vegetable garden was created in the Cu Chi 

community. A variety of crops such as corn, tomatoes, morning glory, and other crops have been planted. As we 

harvest the natural products, we remember and give thanks to God, the patient farmer. 

 

  

Bro. Kim Anselmo 
 

 

 

 

 

 



                                             Tan Chau Community – Viet Nam 

Marists of Champagnat Community in Tan Chau is a community that 

combines Brothers and Lay. We have two Brothers and four Laymen living, 

praying, studying, and working together. Our community focuses on Laymen 

who want to deepen their Marist Lay vocation and share our Mission. 

However, some young men also want to look for the Marist Brothers 

vocation as well. Our activities are English classes, Vocation discernment 

classes, and work with children in Ta Do under the direction of the Marist 

Project Trust Vietnam. During this time, the pandemic has affected a lot of 

our normal routines. We are under Directive 15 of the lockdown. We are 

mandated to stay at home and only go outside for essential trips (buying 

food, medicines, emergency care), not allowed to gather more than 10 

people in public areas, no religious gathering, and must maintain a distance 

of 2m in public. Public transport would be halted and movement between 

different areas will be limited to a minimum. As a result, our community has 

to adapt to this new way of life. For example, besides having other activities 

as normal, we do have some changes such as having online masses every 

morning, art-craft classes, online classes… instead of working with children 

in Ta Do.  

Personally, I have been challenged a lot during this time such as staying at home and working and studying 

online. However, this is a good time to see how I am coping with these changes in community life. Hoping that 

everyone and everything will get better soon.  

Br. Le Thuang 

 

 

 



Formation House – Mymensingh, Bangladesh 

 

 

On 13
th
 May we the community went to Giasnogor School 

community with our Aspirants to visit Brothers, Novices and 

SMSM Sister especially Br. Eugenio who has gone back to 

Spain for treatment. It was a sudden plan, so just we want to 

say bye to him and wished him safe journey and speedy 

recovery from his health issues along with Br. Marti who 

accompanied him and also for his holidays...  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 7
th
, we celebrated our Founder’s feast day in a very 

simple way with our Bishop Ponen Paul Cubi csc, Parish 

priests, and few Religious sisters.  We had Eucharistic 

Celebration around 11 am, followed by a simple lunch. Due 

to the pandemic situation, we are not able to do more. 
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Also, this month,  we were able to celebrate our two Aspirants Shovo & Shohel and Candidate Lolat’s 

Birthday together. It was good to celebrate the young ones and share with them our brotherly love and 

concern.   

  

 

 

End of this month, Br. Robert Howee going to join us as a member of the 

Community. He came back from MAPAC. We welcome Br. Robert to our 

community.   

 

Br. Alex 

 

India – West Bengal Talit Community… 

 

 

We have two boys in the formation program in India. They began the 
formation on the 21st of this month. Our Talit community welcomes them 
to stay with us to experience the Marist life. 

 

 



Deepest Sympathy!  

“Those we love don’t go away,  

They walk beside us every day, always near, 

Still loved, still missed and very dear!” 

 

We are grateful for the life giving of 

Br.Mark Poro in MDA for many years! 

In his eyes and heart we saw the passion for his 

vocation and mission! 

 

Let’s us pray for his eternal rest!  

Our condolences to his family and province!  

 
Bro. Canisio J. Willrich, fms 

MDA Leader 
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