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MARBEL COMMUNITY CELEBRATES BR. ROY’S 65TH BIRTHDAY 
 

 
The Marist Marbel Community celebrated in advance Br. Roy’s 65th birthday last July 30    
(Br. Roy’s birthday is on July 31).  The community had an eat out at Ebon restaurant in 
Triniville village Koronadal City.  Brs. Dean, Steve, and Pedro from Dadiangas joined the 
celebration.  Everyone enjoyed the sumptuous meal. 
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PHILIPPINE SECTOR FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

 

 
 
The Finance committee had 
their regular meeting last July 
31.  During the lunch break 
Br. Romy, the sector bursar 
treated all the FINCOM 
members to a meal in Robata 
Japanese Restaurant.  

 
 

 

 

TRIP TO JOLO FROM GENSAN AND ESCAPADE TO ONE  

OF THE ISLAND OF SULU 

 
Traveling during the time of pandemic is not a 

good choice if there is no important event to 

attend to; but the three of us – Br. Jeff, Br. 

Raymund and I – needed to go to our community 

of assignment to continue our mission. So, we 

travelled back to Jolo by land and sea. 

 

 

First, we had our swab test as a travel 

requirement. Travelling by land, we left General 

Santos City at 3am of July 19 and arrived in 

Zamboanga City at around 6pm. We stayed in a 

hotel for a night and a day, waiting for our next 

trip by sea. We spent our free time exploring 

Zamboanga City and at the same time buying the 

tickets for our trip to Jolo. The boat left at 10pm 

of July 20 and arrived in Jolo, Sulu around 5am 

in the morning of July 21. When we arrived at 

the port of Jolo, Br. Mark and his security detail 

were there to pick us up.  

 

After a week in Jolo, Fr. Ramil, the Rector of the 

Cathedral and Sr. Joy invited us to the Mass 

inside the Marine 8th Battalion Camp in the  
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Municipality of Omar.  This only happens once in a year; so, we took the opportunity to come 

and also to know the place. We arrived there safely, thanks to our Marine escorts. We 

celebrated the Mass with the soldiers. After the Mass, we were invited to go by boat to a 

tourist attraction, the Island of Capual, 2 kilometers away. We spent time there relaxing and 

taking pictures of the rock formation. We went home afterwards. 

 

 

LAUDATO SI’ FORMATION PROGRAM 

BY: MARJORIE VERONICA B. RAÑESES, MARIST SCHOOL (MARIKINA) 

 
The Laudato Si’ Formation Program of 
the Marist Ecology Ministry – East Asia 
Province, in coordination with the 
Marist Education Commission, 
culminated last July 30. The Provincial, 
Br Dominador A. Santiago, awarded 
certificates of participation to 74 
Marist Brothers, educators and 
ministers. They went through the 
process of Seeing, Judging and Acting 
during the 11 meetings of the 
program from March to July 2021.  
Provincial Councilors Br. Allan J. De 
Castro and Br. Manuel De Leon 
witnessed the presentation of action 
plans of the different Marist schools in the Philippines namely: Marist School Marikina, NDMU, 
NDC, NDKC and NDDU.   
10 Ecological Action Plans reflected the highlights of Laudato Si’ and showed the important 
shifts the document introduced in understanding the Christian faith. Ecological conversion 
through the study of and prayer with Laudato Si’ came out in the shared reflections of the  
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group. Indeed, the program formed a group of enthusiastic and committed Marist educators 
who are to live and teach Laudato Si’. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BR. LINDLEY VISITS FR. DOMINIC 
 

On Saturday, 31st of July, Br. Lindley 

visited  Fr. Dominic Tabal, SHMI for the first 
time in his parish, Santa Maria Janua Coeli 
(Our Lady, Gate of Heaven), in Cornelia, 
Rome. It is about 21 km from the Marist 
Brothers General House. There, he 
attended the English anticipated Mass at 8 
pm, met with many Filipino parishioners 
and ate a Filipino dinner in the house of 
one of them. Br. Lindley and Fr. Dominic 
were classmates at the Notre Dame of 
Dadiangas College – High School 
Department, Lagao Campus (now NDDU-
IBED). A priest of the Sons of Holy Mary 
Immaculate, Fr. Dominic has been working in Italy since his ordination more than 15 years ago.  
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ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING FOR 2ND BATCH OF  

FRIENDS OF MARCELLIN 
 

 

On July 29, fifty-five (55) participated in the organizational meeting of the 2nd Batch of the Friends of 
Marcellin Program. Br. Ador Santiago, Provincial, gave his welcome message and thanked the participants 
for their interest to begin the journey of discovering Marist life. 
 

Friends of Marcellin is 
a six-month program 
where participants 
meet every first 
Saturday of the month 
to learn key themes 
about Marist life:  
Marist spirituality, and 
shared life and 
mission.  It provides 
opportunity to know 
more about St. 
Marcellin and his deep 
love of Mary and how 
it is lived today as 
one’s pathway of following Jesus.  It also provides an opportunity for faith sharing. 
 

Mr. Jan Maverick Rabino, one of the participants of the 1st Batch, shared his appreciation for the Marist 
formation he received.  He encouraged them to continue discovering the wealth of Marist life. 
 

The 2nd Batch begins the first module on August 7.  

#MaristLayVocation 

 
 

LAITY DESK COORDINATES WITH NDDU CAMPUS MINISTRY 

AND PERSONNEL OFFICE  
 

 
Sr. Sela Misinale, SMSM, the 
new Campus Ministry Director 
of Notre Dame of Dadiangas 
University called the Campus 
Ministry Coordinators of all 
campuses and the Personnel 
Officer of the university for a 
meeting last July 29.  The agenda 
included the presentation of the 
rationale and objectives of 
Marist Laity Formation in 
reference to the Strategic Plan of 
the General Administration and 
of the Province, information on the 
International Forum on the Vocation of the Marist Laity and the International Course for the Laity Leaders, 
and consultation on Laity Formation Action Plans workable in the context of the NDDU.  The Lay Formation 
Program will be further enhanced in its implementation for the new academic year. 
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The following articles are a reprint from Br. Gilbert Bogacia’s unpublished autobiography,  

Searching: A Travelogue of Life, (2007), pages 17-66.  This is a series of 9 articles starting from Chapter 

4 to Chapter 10.  I wrote an introduction which is actually a summary of the first three chapters.) 
  
This is the eighth part of nine 

 Chapter 10 
 

Renewal Course:  The New Zealand Experience 

 
The Marist Brothers of New Zealand ran a program for Pastoral Renewal in the summer of 1987. It 

was open to religious and lay who were working with the Church in one way or another. It was held at 

Marcellin Hall in Royal Oak, Auckland, New Zealand. The program consisted of lectures, personal 

readings, and reflection as well as short tours to places which were significant and related to the course. 

The lecturers were all religious priests and sisters who were experts in their fields. It was a 56-day 

program during the month of March, April and part of May. 
 

The various short tours were to the places of Rotorua to witness the culture and practices of the 

indigenous Māori people of New Zealand. Rotorua is famous for its geysers and sulfur springs that 

attract health buffs and tourists. We witnessed one unique custom of the Māori – the way of greeting 

people by touching noses. This is known as “Hongi.” I experienced this when I was called to the stage 

during the program to show how it was done. 
 

The next tour was to the place where the first Marist Priests and Brothers touched shores. It was near 

the Bay of Islands, a picturesque span of water dotted by small islets. We had a boat ride around those 

and saw many marine animals and seagulls. We stayed overnight and the following day visited the 

house of the first Marists in New Zealand, reliving the memories of the past. 
 

On my way home at the end of the program in May, I boarded the Qantas plane to Sydney where I 

stayed two    days before proceeding to Adelaide. This part of the trip was sponsored by Br. 

Columbanus with the permission and financial backing of Br. James McKnight, who was then the 

Provincial. The bus ride from Sydney took 17 hours of night trip with many stops along the way for 

personal necessities. Most of the time I spent dozing off while at the same time trying to see the road 

ahead for a glimpse of darting kangaroos but somehow, I didn’t see any during the whole trip. 
 

When the bus arrived in Adelaide station, Bro. Col was already waiting for me. He right away drove 

me to Sacred Heart College in Somerton Park. He billeted me in a room of the old school. As a good 

host and guide, he took care of me for three days – preparing food and taking me to vineyards and zoos. 

I had a picture with a Koala on my shoulder. We visited a seaside resort of the Brothers and stayed 

there a day. Since he was at that time preparing for an exam of some sort, I was left to myself and spent 

the time walking along the beach and watching sea crafts from a distance. 
 

After thanking him for the enjoyable stay and his sterling hospitality, I took the bus for Melbourne. 

Bro. Col had already contacted a Brother to meet me at the station. It was not a long ride and since it 

was daytime, I saw many beautiful people and places along the way – places quite familiar to me due 

to my readings.    When the bus arrived at the station, the good was already waiting for me. He guided 

me to the train station, which was just nearby, and we took the ride to their house in Nicholson Street.  

 
Br. Romulo L. Porras, FMS
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By that time, the weather was already cold, for the month of May is the beginning of winter. It was in 

this house where I showed my ignorance of hi-tech equipment. The room the Brother gave me had a 

bed with an electric blanket. The problem was that the Brother forgot to teach me how to operate it 

since it did not come to my mind to ask him. I figured there were regular blankets around. So, in the 

middle of the night, I almost froze to death. Thank goodness, with some clothes I had and towels, I 

managed to survive the night. 
 

I had a chance to visit the Brothers of Melbourne Provincial House in Templestowe. There I met some 

Brothers I knew when they were in the Philippines. It gave me the great feeling of connectedness with 

the Brothers of different nationalities. Visiting places where our  Brothers are gave me the opportunity 

to widen my horizon and deepen my appreciation of my vocation as a Marist Brother. # # # 

 
(To be continued.) 

 Information: 

• August 4:  School Leaders’ Meeting 

• August 6:  Provincial Council Meeting 

• August 7:  Marist School Marikina Corporation and Board Meeting 

• Our Constitutions and Rule of Life have arrived.  We will be sending them to all the 

communities as soon as possible. You are encouraged to organize a community meeting to 

preview these important documents.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                        August 02                                                                 August 09                                         

                                                Br. Dominique Rhyou (Kwan-ho)                        Br. Jeff Rhey R. Antiquisa                           
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 Death Anniversaries: 
  

August 2, 1914 – Br. Elie Victor died in Beijing.  

August 2, 1990 – Br. Henry Castanon died in Hong Kong. 

August 4, 1938 – Br. Joseph Amateur died in Beijing. 

August 5, 1978 – Br. Marie Francois died in St. Genis-Laval. 

August 8, 1997 – Br. Peter Eustace Cassidy died in USA. 

August 8, 1913 – Br. Jules Laurent died in Beijing. 

August 8, 1974 – Br. Marie Marcel died in St. Genis-Laval. 

August 8, 1966 – Br. Emile Etienne died in Hebei, China 

August 9, 1986 – Br. Otto Knauer died in Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• For God’s blessings upon us. 

• For healing of our sick Brothers, Sisters, Affiliates, Benefactors, family 

members, relatives, and friends. 

• For protecting us in all anxieties. 

• For all the missionaries around the world. 

• For the repose of the souls of those who have died recently. 

• For the end of the pandemic. 

• For our own personal intentions. 


