
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is long overdue that I should send a report, brief though it is, 

on the community and apostolate I am involved in at present. 

Our community is situated in a rural area 

called Tan Chau, close to the Cambodian 

border. It is a ‘mixed’ community, being 

made up of lay volunteers, brothers and 

at times those discerning their vocational 

call. We have both long- and medium-

term community members. With Covid 

restrictions, planned medium-term became long term for some of our volunteers! The community for 

2022 will initially consist of four brothers (the other three are Vietnamese) and three or four lay 

volunteers. We have a simple house very much in keeping with our neighbourhood. I am the only 

foreigner in the area. 

We have two foci for our projects. Our major project is 

with stateless refugees (Vietnamese but without any 

documentation) who have been expelled from 

Cambodia. The children have had no experience of 

formal schooling and this is our primary focus – to try 

to get them into mainstream education. Sadly, local 

authorities have been less than helpful. A secondary 

focus of this project is a food programme. We rely on 

both local and international donations. The housing 

situation of the refugees is terrible, especially in rainy 

season. As a foreigner, I am not permitted to go near 

the refugee area, so we rely on our local members.  
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Our second project, the one which 

keeps me busy, is on other areas of 

need both locally and even 

internationally. I am employed by a 

local language centre which ensures I 

get a work permit and residence. During 

the Covid hiatus, I take many classes on-

line with both local students and also 

others throughout Vietnam as well as in 

the Philippines and in Sri Lanka (mostly 

in formation with our District). We are 

also trying to build up our Catechetics 

programme in a rural area nearby. 

Covid has, after a fairly lengthy quiet period, hit our Province hard, and we are currently one of 

the epicentres in Vietnam. We spent a long time under “Shelter-in-place” rules, quite difficult in 

a windowless house with very energetic 

young volunteers, but restrictions are 

gradually being reduced as more people are 

vaccinated. I was very fortunate to be looked 

after by the local health authorities to ensure 

I received the protection needed. 

It was a significant celebration recently when 

our first local brother, Cong, took his final 

vows. In Vietnam we have four ex-pat 

brothers and sixteen Vietnamese brothers, 

with four local novices. The future looks 

bright and currently we are discerning future projects and community locations. My own time in 

the Marist District of Asia, which began in 2007, will likely draw to a close, sometime between 

late 2022 and mid-2023, when local Marists are ready to take over leadership roles. Hopefully 

MIQ will be running more smoothly by then and returnees will be welcomed! 

Michael (Marists of Champagnat, Tân Châu) 

 

 

 

MARIST PUBLISHER 

Email: 20brstevevaea19@gmail.com 

Marist Ave, General Santo City, 9500 South Cotabato 



 

– District of the Pacific 

Member of Mixed Community in Christchurch, Aotearoa, New Zealand 

 

 

 

I started school as a 5 year old at Sacred Heart College Ferry Road Christchurch and virtually on the same property 

was Xavier College staffed by the Marist Brothers. I can remember the Brothers wearing their black robes and 

teaching only boys while we girls were taught by the Mission Sisters. 

After leaving school I worked in Christchurch and was later married. My husband was a Senior Sergeant of Police. 

In the 1970’s he was appointed to Invercargill where we met up again with the Marist Brothers. When we returned 

to Christchurch our eldest son Gerard attended Xavier College as did my youngest boy Peter. By this stage I was a 

fulltime secretary at Xavier and we as a family became close friends with all the brothers at Xavier. Their home was 

always open to parents and staff especially in the PTA (of which I was a member) who still have fond memories of 

functions held in the house after College fetes and gala days. 

This friendship developed to the extent that I started to learn about the life of the Brothers and was struck by men 

who were thoughtful and compassionate about their dealings with all the boys and their families and I resolved to 

treat all people with whom I dealt in a similar fashion. Since my children have grown up I have devoted a lot of my 

free time to charitable activities such as working for the Cancer Society, the Nurse Maude society and spending time 

helping boys at St Bede’s College (Marist Fathers) as a reader/writer. 

Over recent years the Brothers in Christchurch, myself and my family have become firm friends. They have been 

there for my family in times of need and hardship – they accepted me as a member of their community and I help 

them with transport for medical purposes, visit them in hospital and they do the same for me. Back in 1977 I was 

thrilled and honoured to be affiliated to the brothers in a special ceremony in their house at Hoon Hay. I feel now I 

am part of their community – we often share meals together at their place or mine, celebrate birthdays together, join 

occasionally for prayer and I am always available to help with any Marist activity e.g. BBQ on 2 January, Marial 

feast day gatherings and assisting with the organisation of any Marist Jubilees/Anniversaries etc. 

My whole life as a Catholic mother is now based on the example of the Brothers who have helped my family and I 

to appreciate my fellow humans, to love all people equally and to assist any who may need my help. I can sincerely 

thank St Marcellin Champagnat and the Marist Brothers for their example and help in making my life so fulfilled. 
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Br. Ernesto Sánchez Barba , Superior General, in his way to Butare, where he is participating in the 

Chapter of the Province of East Central Africa, visited the Groupe Scolaire Bukomero, in Bymana, the 

first Marist School founded in Rwanda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retreat of the young Brothers 

The young Brothers of the Marist Province of Norandina began their annual retreat on 10 December at 

the Brothers´ community in Ibagué (Colombia), prior to the renewal of their religious vows.  

The renewal of vows will be on December 12. Also, Brother Alonso Pino is preparing for his perpetual 

profession which will take place on the 15th. 

We thank God and Mary for the vocation of our young confreres. 
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