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On Thursday 7th April 2022 Br Sam and I boarded our Fiji Airways 

Flight 6 bound for Nadi, and ultimately, Auckland.  It was the 

fulfilment, for Sam, of his extended stay in Fiji, before returning to 

New Zealand one last time.  

Sam had been in Fiji since 1972.  He had fifty years of service, which 

he was undoubtedly grateful to have achieved.  In that time, he 

served in several schools, both as teacher and Head of School.  He 

worked in Formation, including a brief stint in Ghana. He spent time 

at Marist Champagnat Institute, helping young students raise their 

levels of reading ability. The dark clouds of an impending pandemic 

were hovering over Fiji and Sam, being of vulnerable age, was 

recalled to New Zealand for his safety and well-being.  It must have 

worked.  He did not catch COVID!  Over that time he spoke often of 

Fiji, and longed to return.  But clearly, the return was not to be 

permanent.  “Take some time to say your goodbyes, then return to 

New Zealand.”   

Easier said than done.  No sooner had Sam returned to Fiji than the 

Fiji Government closed its borders and no one could get in or out, unless you were lucky enough to secure a slot in 

the Hotel Rooms Quarantine Lottery. And when 25.000 or more were vying for a very limited number of rooms, 

that was never going to work for all.  

In the time that Sam was waiting he took up a garden plot in the Marist Champagnat Institute gardens.  His daily 

labours in his immaculately tended weed free garden were an inspiration to students and staff alike.  And the 

community benefitted with a succession of fresh vegetables for the dinner table. 

The Marist Old Boys were well aware that Sam would soon be leaving.  He was their Patron, and they turned up in 

numbers to farewell him on the Tuesday evening before his departure.  One Old Boy turned up at Nausori Airport 

at 4.30am to shout us breakfast in the cafeteria.  There were more Old Boys waiting for us in Nadi when we headed 

for the International Departures.  There was a tribute to Sam broadcast over the plane’s P.A. system once we were 

underway. The 5 days of isolation spent at Onehunga were a restful time of transition from what had been in Fiji, 

to life in New Zealand.  Sam, on behalf of your Brothers, the Old Boys, Champagnat Lay Marists and in a special 

way the staff and students of MCI, we thank you for being brother among us and wish you well as you settle into 

your new community in Auckand. 

Vinaka saka vaka levu. 

Ni sa moce, until we meet again. 

Kees 

 

Br Sam’s drawing by Clyde, a student of MCI 
-  
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On 14/05/2022, I joined the group of teachers from one of our Schools here called NDDU-IBED Espina for the second 
time, to support their great project that happens every six months, for the planting of mangroves. This project is 
intended to promote the theme of Lautato Si’ which is the “to care for our common home” and as well as to further the 
experience of teachers to fully appreciate the gift that the environment is to us. The experience was very fruitful when 
we had time to share our planting experiences. Unfortunately, when we see this place without mangroves, the mud is 
about a half meter deep and the water looks very dirty. We hope that our little help will make a difference. Our next 
planting will be in October. 
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Laudato Si' Week 16 - 24 May 2022 
LAUDATO SI’ WEEK is a global celebration where we remember Pope Francis urging us in 
his encyclical Laudato Si’ to hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor and to humbly 
place ourselves in communion with our common home. This week, it is good to recall and 

celebrate our part in the progress the whole Church is making on its journey towards the 
seven Laudato Si’ Goals set before us by Pope Francis to achieve ecological conversion: 

Response to the cry of the earth, Response to the cry of the poor, Ecological economics, Adoption of sustainable 
lifestyles, Ecological education, Ecological spirituality, and Community resilience and empowerment. 

If your community / mission does something special to mark the week could you share 
 some photos or a reflection via the Update. 

 

INTERNATIONAL LAUNCH OF THE MARIST YEAR OF VOCATIONS 

You can join any of the Rome sessions (NZ 4pm or midnight, and Sat 8am) on Zoom with the link 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89311459940?pwd=eU85VU0zdDZFWkloMWw3VmV6M293UT09 

The Rome sessions (NZ 4pm or midnight, and Sat 8am) will be made available on Zoom. 

Or you may view the sessions on Youtube, at these NZ times 

May 20th 4pm              

May 20th Midnight         

May 21st 8am                

The respective Zoom and YouTube links will be circulated separately. 

 

 
 

 

 

Warm Pacific Greetings, on behalf of our District of the Pacific 
Leader, Br John Hazelman, you are most welcome to join us this Sunday 22 

May to celebrate the launch of the Year of Marist Vocations for all Champagnat Marists. 
This program is organised by the District Shared Formation Team under the co leadership of Br Afaese and 

Dan. 
'Come As You Are' an opportunity to gather as a faith community to share in prayer and break open bread 

together with time to explore key questions around past, present and future vocations. 

 

District Gathering, Sunday 22 May 2022 

Zoom meeting – The International Year of Vocations 

10am - 11.30am Kiribati, Fiji, New Zealand 11am - 12.30pm Samoa 

Please join us. 

The link to join this Zoom session will be circulated separately.  
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