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Marist Brothers Primary School Presented  Reading Awards after the Covid-

lock-down. 29  July  2022 

ovid-19’s intrusion into our Island had impacted badly on the progress of the ‘Learning how to Read by 
Reading’ Literacy Program of Marist Brothers Primary School, Apia.  Samoa was in a State of Emergency, 

with the whole island was locked-down so all schools were closed for the last two (2) weeks of Term 1  and the first six 
(6) weeks of Term 2.  Thus, a total of 40 reading sessions were disrupted and put on hold by Covid-19 for eight (8) 
weeks.  The  ‘emergent’ and ‘struggling’ readers’ progress in ‘Learning how to Read by Reading’ was at risk.  The overall 
state of ‘morale’  in the school community was thereby stressed and quite fragile.  Realistically, the ‘Learning how to 
Read by Reading’ program needed urgent ‘practical solutions’ to ensure its survival and sustainability.  There is the 
saying of an unknown author:  “When the wind changes direction, we should adjust our sails” (author unknown).    

A Strategic Action Plan to minimize the risk of the  ‘Learning how to read by Reading’  slipping into a ‘forgotten 
mode,  was designed.  The four  (4)  key components of the Strategic Action Plan were … 

A. Video clips for parents and their children’s implementation of  reading in their own  homes for when lock-
downs re-occur were designed and produced  

B.   A ‘Sound-Symbol-Decoding- System’ was  researched and created for Teachers and students to    assist with 
the decoding of unfamiliar or difficult words,  because this can fast-forward the reading capability of Marist 
students especially the emergent and struggling readers 

C. Our Teachers’ Professional Development was about capacity building to ensure the knowledge and teaching 
strategies of the teachers are  aligned with the research-based Decoding System for reading. 

D. The Teachers’  Sound-Symbol-Decoding-system and Resource Booklet  for their classroom teaching of reading 
is to be collated and produced 

The Strategic Action Plan was set in motion in Week 7 of Term 2 when the Covid-lock-down was ended.  Since then, 
classroom demonstrations of the ‘Sound-Symbol-Decoding-System’ have been was packaged with fun games played 
in teams, individual challenges ( with differential learning approaches) and a whole class learning activities which 
encourage a cooperative and collective learning approach. Both Teachers and students were motivated and engaged 
in the “Learning how to Read by Reading’ program, using the ‘Sound-Symbol’ decoding strategies.  Teachers enjoyed 
the Professional Development, whereby they were introduced to and practiced using the ‘Sound-Symbol-Decoding-
System’ for reading. The Teachers’ Resource Booklet is now completed and produced. The Video Clips have been 
completed and produced also.   
The outcome was that one hundred and forty five (145) students were able to complete their levels of ‘Learning how 

to Read by Reading’,  and were presented with Awards in the following categories… 

 (Phonics) : ABC Letters Awards,  Letter Sounds Awards 
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 (Emergent Readers):  Reading Certificate, and Bronze, Silver, and Gold Reading Awards 

 (Promising Readers):  Super Reader, Accelerated Reader and Fluent Reader Awards 

Our heartfelt appreciation and gratitude  goes to our  Principal Brother Siaosi  (founder and driving force behind the 
program), Teachers, Parents and Award winning students because of their fighting Marist Spirit for the survival and 
continuation of the Program in trying times of difficulty.  Your resilience and determination deserve to be CELEBRATED! 

Falanika M 

Literacy Coordinator 
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We were able to conduct our Youth session last Sunday 7th August 2022. We had a good 
number of participants who attending this online session and the most interesting part 

was the insights among and sharing by the youth during our meeting. We also offer our 
big thank you to Mr Edwin from Australia, for sharing his gifts and wisdom about the 

Marist Mission to our youth. 

 

Maintain your car's engine and tyres so it uses fuel efficiently 

 Get the vehicle serviced regularly: Get oil and air filters changed when they're due, and keep the engine tuned 

 Check tyre pressure every month: Low tyre pressure increases fuel consumption, and can speed up wear on 
tyres. 

 Have the wheels aligned: This helps avoid rapid and uneven wear on tyres 

 Ask for eco-tyres: Tyres with a lower rolling resistance can improve fuel economy by up to 7.5%, saving 
emissions and running costs 

 Consider a hybrid or electric car when you are buying 

A WELL MAINTAINED CAR CAN USE 10-20% LESS FUEL THAN AN INADEQUATELY 

MAINTAINED ONE.  (Automobile Association) 
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