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Featured Community MARIST BROTHERSMARIST BROTHERSMARIST BROTHERS
MALUTOK COMMUNITYMALUTOK COMMUNITYMALUTOK COMMUNITY

PHILIPPINES

The Marist Brothers Malutok Community is located
at Sitio Ranzang, Rizal, Puerto Princesa, Palawan.
To continuously respond to the emerging needs of
the indigenous peoples, the brothers, together
with the Lay Marists aim to accompany the
indigenous people of Sitio Malutok towards
developing themselves with self-confidence, self-
determination and self-reliance.   The brothers and
lay Marists are committed to be in constant
dialogue with the indigenous people of Sitio
Malutok to foster integral Evangelization that
promotes Cultural Integrity and Cultural
Sustainability. 

For the fiscal year 2022-2023, there are two (2)
brothers working in this community, composed of   
Br. Franklin Salcedo and Br. Albert Bolibol. Br.
Franklin is the in-charge of the Ministry (Palawan
Mission) and he is the community leader. Br.
Albert is the community treasurer.   He provides
for the needs of the community.

We assisted students to graduate - the third and
first woman graduate among the Palaw'an tribe -
at Malutok in the person of Merlisa A. Buntang.
She is one of those who started in our early
childhood education program more than 10 years
ago. She persevered and succeeded. Thanks to the
support of her parents and most especially those
who showed their support to her through our
mission - our mission partners and the Marist
Brothers in the Province of East Asia.

We are one with Merlisa in expressing our
profound gratitude for your continuing support to
the mission.  Maraming Salamat po.

Photo taken during the graduation of Merlisa A.
Buntang together with her family and Br. Franklin.

Community activity

Left to Right:  Brs. Albert Bolibol, Danny Sevilla, 
 Franklin Salcedo and Allan de Castro  (during
Community Visitation)
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Last January 25–27, eighty-nine (89) new mission
partners of Notre Dame of Marbel University gathered
at the Bro. Renato Cruz Convention Hall for the initial
Marist Lay Formation Program.  The said program was
facilitated by Ms. Elma B. Rafil and Mr. Andres O.
Magallanes, Jr.

Individual and group activities, reflections, and
sharing paved the way to a deeper understanding of
the life of the Founder, St. Marcellin Champagnat,
and his gifts to the Church.  Other formation themes
include understanding of the Marist charism and the
living out of the Marist culture.

Appreciating one’s gifts and coming up with each
group's mission statement were some of the
highlights of the event. One of the groups stated that
they aim to live life in the way of Marcellin, while
another expressed that their goal is to become
pilgrims of hope through Marist education and
passion for service.

The participants enjoyed the group dynamics and
sharing and listening to each other’s personal
concerns. One of the participants said, "I am very
inspired and eager to move on to the next phase of
the formation program. I feel that we have become
closer to one another because of our sharing."

From this initial formation, a continuing program is
being prepared that will allow the nurturing of the
growth of Marist life.



This article is the first in a series that intends to explain Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ (LS).
The articles will be short and will highlight important points of the encyclical. They will show its
radical thoughts and shifts in worldviews. They hope to contribute to insightful understanding
and the right action.

I will begin from the beginning of the encyclical. The encyclical opens with the words LAUDATO
SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord.” “Laudato Si’” comes from the Canticle of Creation of
St Francis, whose love for the poor and creation inspires Pope Francis’ papacy and encyclical.

The title of an encyclical, the first word of the document, is significant because it becomes the
controlling theme. LS, like the Canticle, invites us to read the whole document as praise of God
for his creation. All the more so, it reminds us that our life should be one of praise.

How can we praise God amid ecological destruction? We have denuded our forests. We have
filled our oceans and rivers with garbage. (Philippines is number three among countries that
produce plastic garbage.) We have poisoned our land with chemicals and pollutants. That is why
Pope Francis observed that our planet is like “an immense pile of filth” (LS, 21). We have changed
our climate by pumping greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Thus, many species are dying.
We do not know—or are indifferent-- that we are killing ourselves and other species. 

To praise God today demands conversion to address the ecological crisis. Otherwise, our words
are hollow. We need ecological conversion that involves a profound change in outlook and
lifestyle. One way to define it is  “moving gradually away from what I want to what God’s world
needs" (LS, 9; quoting Patriarch Bartholomew; emphases supplied). For humans to think only of
“what they want” is selfish and one of the causes of ecological destruction.

Ecological conversion challenges us to overcome our greed and overconsumption, resulting in
so much garbage and pollution. It disciplines us to self-denial, sacrifice, and simplicity of lifestyle
(isn't this a Marist characteristic?). It is not only what we want as humans. It is being mindful of
the Earth community, "what God's world needs." It is allowing Earth to flourish with life.

Ecological conversion changes our perspectives. The common good has to embrace the whole
Earth community. It moves beyond our usual limited understanding of “good” as only for
humans and what is of use to them. That is why LS asks us to “care for our common home,” our
home with other than human creatures. (Many of our theologies and ethics today are still blind
to what “the world needs.”)

 When we transcend our human-centeredness; when we “widen our tent” to include the good of
the whole Earth community; when we value and care for all Earthlings; and when our relations
with them are life-giving—we praise God with our hearts and actions. We begin to renew our
relationship with the Earth. “And the Earth is full of his praise!” (Habakkuk 3:3)
(I-28, 2023)
_________

*José Nacianceno is the chair of the 
Marist Ecology Ministry.
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By Jose Nacianceno
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Photo News

January 26: 
Mr. Francis Yan visited our Brothers at
Albert House Community 

January 16-17:
MAPAC Community's exposure to
Manila.

January 17:
CyberguardiansPH Board of Trustees
meeting. Counting blessings and 
 reaping inspirations, a one whole
nation's approach to keeping children
safe from all forms of cyber threats. 

January 17:
Twenty-two (22) personnel of Notre
Dame of Cotabato joined the session on
the Champagnat Movement of the Marist
Family with the intention of revitalizing
CMMF's life and mission. During the
gathering Br. Albert Bolobol, FMS shared
a testimony of his life and mission with
the Indigenous peoples of Palawan.  

January 19:
The community LaValla200> of
Mount Druitt with Br Chris Wills
welcomed their latest member,
Kimberly Camiring (Second from the
Left) from the Philippines. The
community now is composed of  
 Silvia, Ruben, Lawrie and Kimberly.   

 
January 19:
Marist Communicators Meeting (Group 4)



January 22:
Chinese new year at marikina
community together with Br. Petero, FMS
–“ Xīnnián kuàilè! Kung hei fat choi! Gōng
xi fā cái!   

January 22: 
Chinese new year Celebration atKuching Community, Malaysia 

January 17:
6th Provincial Council Meeting  (Online)

Photo News

On Feb 4, there will be an official function
for the unveiling of the statue of Br. John
Moh, FMS at Sam Tet School.  Br. John Moh
was the founder of the Sam Tet School in
Ipoh, Malaysia.

Announcement!Announcement!Announcement!   
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Provincial's VisitationsProvincial's Visitations
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Jan 28:  Br. Allan visited Mrs.
Almira Ibañez, Marist lay
volunteer from Malaybalay City,
Bukidnon.

Jan 31:  Marcellin Home Community in
Katangawan.

Jan 29: Br. Allan visited br Ed at Buda, 

Davao City.

Jan 28: Br. Allan visited
MDA postulancy house
in Davao City.

January 18:
Kidapawan Community 

January 20-22: 
Lake Sebu Community 

January 22-24:  
Marbel Community 

January 16-17: Cotabato Community
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EAST ASIA PROVINCE ADVOCATES THE PROTECTIONEAST ASIA PROVINCE ADVOCATES THE PROTECTION  
OF CHILDREN FROM CYBERTHREATSOF CHILDREN FROM CYBERTHREATS

East Asia Province Advocates Protection of Children from Cyberthreats

On January  20-21, school administrators from the 9 Diocesan schools in Koronadal City
participated in the Child Protection -Stop Online Sexual Abuse and exploitation of
Children (OSAEC) Seminar Workshop held in Sebul Farm, Lake Sebu.  

Organized by the East Asia Marist Child and Youth Protection team, the 55 attendees of
the event expressed commitment to strengthen advocacy and to do something in their
respective schools in keeping children safe from all forms of cybercrimes.  

Resource person Atty. Maria Theresa Biongan Pescadera talked about the government’s
enactment of the new law Republic Act No. 11930, otherwise known as the “Anti-Online
Sexual Abuse or Exploitation of Children (OSAEC) and Anti-Child Sexual Abuse or
Exploitation Materials (CSAEM) Act.”  This law will strengthen the country’s response to
addressing the rising vulnerability and victimization of Filipino children by online
predators.

Lay Marist Leann Jester Daus Rosali,  the Senior High School Principal of Notre Dame of
Marbel University, shared on the threats of technology and the internet to students.  She
engaged the participants to act on the issue by making initiatives to ensure the creation
of a cybersafe schools.   Br. Crispin P. Betita, FMS stressed the importance of the Child
Protection Policy which schools need to strengthen and implement to ensure every
child is safe in school.

Through the funding support of Misean Cara and the assistance provided by FMSI,
Rome, the Marist East Asia Province is committed to this advocacy of implementing the
STOP OSAEC Training for administrators, parents,  and student leaders of the 73 NDEA
member schools for the period of 2 years.
 



I.       PHILIPPINE MISSION:  1948 TO 1960

                 Br. Maurus James Doherty, FMS - Superior

II.      PHILIPPINE  DISTRICT:  1960 TO 1968

                 Br. Joseph Damian Teston, FMS  -  Visitor (1964-1964)
                 Br. Norman C. Roy, FMS   – Visitor (1964-1969)

III.     PHILIPPINE VICE- PROVINCE: 1968 to 1977

                 Br. Herbert Daniel Dumont, FMS  –  Provincial (1978-1984)
                 Br. Leonard James Sonza, FMS   –   Provincial (1971-1978)

IV. PHILIPPINE PROVINCE:  1977 TO 2008

                Br. Eugene Pius R.Tajo, FMS   –  Provincial (1978-1984)
                Br. James F. McKnight, FMS   –  Provincial (1984-1987)
                Br. Renato B. Cruz, FMS  –  Provincial (1988-1997)
                Br. Teodulo  A. Fernandez, FMS   -  Provincial (1997-2003)
                Br. Manuel V. de Leon, FMS  –  Provincial (2003-2007)

V. PROVINCE OF EAST ASIA:  2008 to the Present
          (Composed of 3 Sectors:  Philippine s, China and Korea-Japan)

               Br. Manuel V. de Leon, FMS   – Provincial (2008-2013)
               Br. Robert Teoh, FMS   – Provincial (2013-2019)
               Br. Dominador A. Santiago, FMS  – Provincial (2019-2022)
               Br. Allan J. de Castro, FMS    - Provincial (2022 - to present)
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A Glimpse of the ProvinceA Glimpse of the ProvinceA Glimpse of the Province
HALLMARKS IN THE LIFE OF THE PROVINCEHALLMARKS IN THE LIFE OF THE PROVINCE



Provincial's ScheduleProvincial's ScheduleProvincial's Schedule
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February 1 to 15, 2023

Visit to the different Religious communities in the
Diocese of Marbel.

Marikina Community Visitation

Malutok Community Visitation

Jolo Community Visitation

February 1-3: 

February 4-8:

February 8-12:

February 13-19:

January 27 - Release of East Asia Province Strategic Plan for 2022-
2025 with the intention of inviting the Champagnat Marists in the
Province to review and prioritize objectives for the next 2 years
covering  April 2023 to March 2024 and April 2024 to March 2025.

February 01, Wednesday, at 07:00 P.M. - Meeting via ZOOM of all
ministry heads, commissions, and committees for further orientation
of the process of the strategic planning.

March 1 - Submission of the draft of the Action Plan.

March 17-18, Face-to-face meeting of the key leaders involved in this
process.  The Action Plan will be presented to the plenary for
feedback and its finalization.
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For the eternal repose of the soul of Magdalena Chan, 82 years old, the mother of Br.
Andrew Chan, who was called home to be with the Lord on 21 January 2023.  Funeral
Mass was held on 25 January 2023 (Wednesday ) at 2:00 P.M. followed by the
cremation at the Memorial Park, Jelutong, Melaka.

For the Church that she may selflessly follow the call of Jesus, serving others imbued
with the Gospel values.

For blessings upon world leaders that they receive the wisdom to work for peace and
unity, and to develop policies for the common good.

For a spirit of hope in our world that those children and the young who find
themselves in darkness, depression, or addiction be awakened by a renewed
awareness of God’s transforming love and mercy.

For increased vocations to Marist life, brotherhood, and that of the laity. 

For our beloved sick, dying, and grieving, and for the souls of our departed brothers
and lay Marists.

For our birthday celebrants, they may find the deep joy of living in the abundance of
God’s grace in their lives.

Receive our prayers, O God…

February 1:
Br. Engel Freed S. Java

 
February 3:

Br. Ernie G. Sentina
 

February 6:
Br. Mark Roberth R. Laurea

 
February 15:

Br. Timothy Song (Hyo-seob)


