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21/01/2009: A Prayer Service 
in Honor of Brother François and 
Brother Basilio

21/01/2009: Retreat for Broth-
ers and Lay Marist people in Los 
Teques

20/01/2009: Fifty years of reli-
gious life at the General House

20/01/2009: Deceased Broth-
ers: Desmond Kelly and Philip 
McEnaney (United States of 
America)

19/01/2009: Photo gallery: The « 
Senderos » Program - El Escorila

19/01/2009: Br. Séan Sammon 
- Celibate Chastity - an Affair of the 
Heart (text in French)

19/01/2009: Oceania Partnership 
Commission

17/01/2009: The cause of our 
martyrs in Algeria

16/01/2009: Deceased Brothers: 
Benignus Ifeanyichukwu (Nigeria), 
Beni Jesus Martínez Seco and Aure-
lio Iori (Mediterránea)

16/01/2009: Photo gallery: Prov. 
Brasil Centro-Norte - First Religious 
Profession

16/01/2009: Photo gallery: 
Remodeling work at the Hermitage 
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16/01/2009: Marist blog: Towards 
“a new and living way” (Hb 10: 20) 
(Br. Pau Fornells)

www.champagnat.org

Updates

Provincial Chapter

The brothers of the Province of Mexico 
Occidental held their XVth provincial 
chapter, 23rd and 24th December 

2008, with the entry into office of the 
new Provincial, Brother Ernesto Sánchez 
Barba. He replaces Brother Victor Manuel 
Preciado, who was five years in charge 
of the Province and has been appointed 
Econome General. His assuming office 
took place in the presence of the brothers, 
scholastics, novices, and lay people.

The first working session was consecrated 
to the presentation of the report of activi-
ties and of the economic balance-sheet for 
the period which ended with this gath-
ering. Brother Victor Preciado presented 
the outline of the province’s priorities for 
the 2007 – 2010 provincial pastoral plan. 
He reported on the work of the provin-
cial council, as well as on the Centre of 
Marist Animation. He mentioned the work 
achieved in the sectors of Tarahumara et 
Haïti, which will rejoin the Province from 
the beginning of the year, and also the 
provincial and organizational projects. He 
finally made a series of recommendations 

to meet the challenges of the future. Then, 
Brother Javier López Godina, provincial 
econome, presented the economic report 
of the provincial administration. He ex-
plained the state of results and the general 
cash balance-sheet as well as the report on 
the properties held by the Province. Finally, 
the assembly was able to study the two 
reports and discuss them.

Brother Ernesto Sanchez received his mis-
sion as Provincial accompanied by par-
ents, friends, brothers, and young people 
in formation. The ceremony took place 
on 23rd December, in the church of « 
Christ the Priest », belonging to the Holy 
Spirit Fathers, during a Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Oscar Sánchez, Ernesto’s brother, 
and other priests. Brother Fernando Me-
jía, Provincial of Mexico Central, was also 
present.

Another mission of the provincial chapter 
was the election of the provincial counsel-
lors. The new provincial council is com-
posed of the following brothers : Luis 
Roberto González, Jesús Hernández, 
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The cause of our martyrs in Algeria
Meeting of the historians’ committee

Javier López Godina, Eduardo Navarro, 
Manuel Franco (Chiquilín) et Luis A. 
Dávalos. The last session of the chap-
ter had as its goal to throw light on the 
new horizons of work for the future . 
In view of the imminent holding of the 
XXIst General Chapter, « the Provincial 
Chapter requests the Brother Provin-

cial and the steering committee of this 
chapter, to fix the second session on a 
convenient date following the closure 
of the General Chapter ».In the mean-
time « the Provincial Chapter ratifies, 
up to the second session, the provin-
cial priorities expressed in the provin-
cial pastoral plan for 2007-2010. »

Present at the Chapter session were 13 
lay people from different works of the 
Province, invited by the Provincial and 
his Council in the role of observers. All 
expressed their gratitude to the broth-
ers and registered great satisfaction in 
following the work of 
the chapter.

The 10th January 2009, the historians’ committee gath-
ered for the first time for the cause of our martyrs in 
Algeria. The meeting took place at the General House 

of the Marist Brothers. The three historians took part in the 
meeting: Brother Jean Jaques Pérennès, coming from Egypt, 
Ivo Fujardin, the former Abbot of Westmale in Belgium, who is 
currently the chaplain of the Trappist Sisters of Vitorchiano, 
and Mgr Augustin Jomier, a young historian from Paris, com-
ing from Algeria.

They were joined by the new Abbot General of the Trappists, 
Fr Eamon Fitzgerald, because the Trappist family is involved 
in the cause for the seven monks of Tibhirine. The Abbot 
was accompanied by Sister Augusta Tescari, the postulator. 
Fr Francesco Ricci represented the Dominicans, and more 
precisely the cause of Mgr Pierre Claverie. Together with them 
was Br Giovanni Maria Bigotto, postulator of the cause.

The meeting was important for a number of reasons. Firstly, 
it was the first time the three historians, coming from such 
different countries, gathered together. It was an opportunity 
for them to better understand the work they are entrusted 
with and agree on a common approach.

They were given a document presenting the requirements of 
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints concerning the 
work of the historians: a research of all the elements relating 
to the identities of the servants of God, of all their unpub-
lished writings, such as letters, articles, spiritual notes…, 
personal diaries… as well as anything that was written on the 
servants of God in the days following their assassination.

With the clarifications provided by this document, and 
through a free exchange of ideas between historians and 
postulators, the scope of the work and its approach were 
further defined. It is up to the historians, for instance, to 
describe the historical context of the years when our martyrs 
died. In this context, they need to introduce the personal 
documents, the unpublished writings, the reactions of the 
media, and the books, which are currently 113. This context 
will help to further underscore the love that the people of 
Algeria gave to our martyrs and which our martyrs gave to the 
people, culture and religion of the Algerian nation. It was a 
moment of death and sorrow that was experienced together: 
a historical fact that needs to be seriously pointed out.

It is an impressive amount of work to be carried out with 
historical rigour.

Once the work is done, the material will be incorporated in 
the file that will to lead to the beatification. It is added to 
the testimonies of the witnesses summoned by the diocesan 
tribunal, as well as to the writings published by the servants 
of God.

Later will come the work of the theological censors, who will 
focus on the martyrs’ writings in order to verify their con-
formity to faith and therefore draft a spiritual portrait of our 
martyrs.

The path is still long, but we are advancing on it: for some it 
is too slow, for others quite fast.
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Retreat for Brothers 
and Lay Marist people
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Venezuela

The Oceania Partnership 
Commission is preparing 
for a conference entitled, 

“Towards a 2020 Vision” from 
July 8-11, 2009. The conference 
to be held in Templestowe, at 
the Passionist Conference Cen-
tre, will have Lay Marist repre-
sentatives attend from Oceania 
Region: ten representatives from 
each of the Provinces, and five 
from the District of Melanesia. 
The focus of the conference is 
the Lay Marist vocation and the 
identity of the Lay Marist. There 
is a two pronged focus to engage 
in: a desire to form Lay Marists in 
the charism deepening their faith 
and spirituality and a desire to 
invite and encourage Lay Marists 
to join with the Marist Brothers 
in the mission of the Marist Insti-
tute, working among the young, 
especially the most needy.

The Brothers have a clear identity 
and organizational structure. On 
the other hand there are a grow-
ing number of Lay Marists who 
have little corporate structure 
and little shared understanding 
of identity. Both groups share in 
the mission of St. Marcellin. It is 
hoped the conference will start 
addressing the situation so that 
Lay Marists will find a way to a 
shared identity and vocation. This 
outcome would enable a greater 
understanding of Lay Marists for 
Brothers and Lay Marists alike, 
enabling them to engage with 
each other on a more equal foot-
ing and strengthening both their 
positions to carry the Marist mis-
sion towards 2020 and beyond.

Oceania 
Partnership 
Commission

Australia

From 17 to 23 of December, we 
have met, during the Advent sea-
son, in front of the Crib of Bethle-

hem, one of the inspiring places of our 
spirituality. We were 39 Brothers and 3 
Lay Marist people from Venezuela for 
our annual retreat.

It was an extraordinary opportunity 
for us to be vigilant, as the liturgy of 
Advent reminds us very often. It was a 
great time to meet personally the Lord, 
and to remember again in a very special 
way the experience of the first love that 
led Fr. Champagnat to found the Con-
gregation. At the same time we have 
closely followed the vocational itiner-
ary of Mary. The book Water from the 
Rock keeps being a challenge for both 
the Brothers and the Lay Marist people 
of Venezuela. The book represents a 
call to move forward more and more 
and to unite our hearts and our efforts 
to be better apostles in our ministries 
and in our apostolic activities related 
to the education of children and poor 
young people.

Passion and compassion… to be or to 
become Eucharistic men and women… 
to be the visible image of a marian 
church, maternal and full of tender-
ness… to open up our centres and our 
provinces to new ministries taken by 
both brothers and lay marist people 
… these are some of the echoes that 
resounded strongly in our hearts of 
brothers and sisters during these re-
treat days.

We thank God for the gift of our respec-
tive vocations and we want to continue 
to help each other mutually to grow in 
fidelity to them.

These days made us aware that every-
thing we do, everything we pray should 
begin from now on, from the heart of 
what is fundamental for us: our spiritu-
ality. May the blessings of the Lord, of 
Mary and of Marcellin be always with 
us. And may their blessing help us and 
so many to welcome this living water 
that we all need to live worthily and 
with hope.
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Fifty years of religious life at the 
General House
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The Web site offers us as each year 
the list of the names of brothers cel-
ebrating 25, 50, 60 or more years of 

religious life. In the list for 2008 appear the 
names of 26 brothers who will have com-
pleted 25 years of religious life; 80 broth-
ers 50 years ; 62 who have completed 
more than 60 years of religious life since 
their first profession. The longest list is 
made up of the names of the 687 brothers 
who consecrated themselves to the Lord 
for the first time 60 years ago. This list 
was drawn up at the beginning of the year. 
Certain ones whose names featured on it 
have celebrated their new anniversary with 
Father Champagnat and the first brothers 
in heaven.

Among the names of brothers with 50 
years of religious life appear those of three 
of the community of the General Adminis-
tration. Brother George Fontana, of the US 
Province, made his first vows at Tyngsboro 
(Massachusets) on 26 July 1958, feast of 
Saint Anne, patroness of the Province. At 
present he provides the General House 
with various services, being occupied with 
the photocopying, mailing to the Prov-
inces, etc. The second name is that of 
Brother Antonio Martínez Fernández, Eco-
nome General, belonging to the Province 
of « Ibérica », where he made his first vows 
on 2 July 1958, at Anzuola. The third is 
that of Brother Antonio Martínez Estaún, 
Director of Publications of the Institute, 
from the Province of the Hermitage, who 
pronounced his first vows on 8 September 
1958, at Les Avellanes.

The feast brought together the whole 
community around the altar and around 
the table. Three key moments marked the 
celebration. First of all the Mass during 
which the three brothers presented to 
the community their personal reasons for 
gratitude to the Lord and the Institute for 
their lives as Marists. Antonio Martínez Es-
taún offered his profession cord ; George 
the images of Mary and the angel which 
decorate the two sides of the altar of the 
chapel of the General House ; and Antonio 

Martínez Fernández, the cross he received 
the day of his perpetual profession.

Before sitting down at table, Brother Seán 
Sammon, Superior General, addressed 
several words of thanks to each of the 
three brothers celebrating their golden 
jubilee, underlining the personal gifts each 
brought to the community by his person 
and his service. Antonio Martínez Estaún, 
director of Communications, he said, has 
the imagination of the Founder; he lends 
us his eyes, and so he helps us see the 
world with the eyes of an artist, in this way 
enriching our vision through his creativity ; 
thanks to his zeal for work, he has taught 
us the sense of hard work, and he has 
enriched us through his even temper and 
his spirit of friendship. George, assistant 
to the Secretary General, he added, has 
taught us much about the virtues of sim-
plicity and humility so dear to the Founder. 
Frequently he leaves the glory and merit 
to others… Brother Seán continued by 
saying that George has enriched our sense 
of brotherhood in showing us something 
of the art of listening without judging, of 
giving others the benefit of the doubt, 
of not saying evil about others. Finally, 
Brother Seán spoke about Antonio Mar-
tínez Fernández, our Econome General. He 
observed that the latter had our Founder’s 
ability to organize, as well as his integrity 

and his attention to details at the service 
of mission. He also added that Antonio 
has taught us something of the sense of 
community by his disposition to subordi-
nate his personal needs to the interests of 
the common good. A beautiful picture of 
the Holy Family, offered to each, will be a 
reminder of this beautiful day. The family 
meal provided the gathering with a fitting 
conclusion.

Fifty years of life has become a magic 
number as referring to achieving a goal. 
Numerous are the brothers who, thanks 
to God’s mercy, have succeeded in cross-
ing this fine threshold, even the mythical 
eighty which the psalm proclaims for the 
strongest, or those who pass the hundred 
mark. More than 600 names of brothers 
today compose the golden list of the 
Institute by which God has shown his 
fidelity towards us. It is not a question 
then of placing a value on the numbers 
but of profiting from the opportunity for 
the heart, institutional as well as per-
sonal, to give testimony of its gratitude. 
The homage which Brother Seán Sammon 
and the community of the General House 
rendered these three brothers is a symbol 
of the way in which the Institute, through 
its Superior General, appreciates and cel-
ebrates the collective fidelity to 
the word given to the Lord.


