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Updates

Provinces of Sydney, Melbourne, New Zealand 
and the District of Melanesia

Delegates from Region of Oceania 
gathered at St Joseph’s College, 
Hunters Hill, in Australia, dur-

ing 4 days (19 to 22 December) for the 
Concurrent Chapters of the Provinces 
of Sydney, Melbourne, New Zealand and 
the District of Melanesia.

The process for the three days involved 
time for all delegates to meet together, 
time for individual Provincial Chapters 
and time for the Delegates to meet to-
gether.

The process was facilitated by Br John 
Klein who, like Br Michael De Waas and 
Br. Emili Turu, joined the meeting from 
the Marist General Council in Rome.

First day - 19 December

Br. Jeff Crowe, Provincial of the Sydney 
Province and Chairperson of the College 
of Major Superior (COMS) outlined a 

brief history of the process of reconfigur-
ing that the Provinces and District from 
across Oceania have undertaken since 
2005.

In similar vein to our last General Chap-
ter, the delegates worked in groups of 
seven Brothers around ten tables. First 
of all, was discussed the hopes delegates 
believe each Administrative Unit is seek-
ing from the time together. From infor-
mal discussions amongst delegates, it 
seemed clear the assembly was ready to 
make a recommendation to the Superior 
General, whatever that recommendation 
might be.

The last session of the day gave time in 
the tabled groups to discuss the prin-
ciples agreed to at the Oceania Regional 
Assembly in Mittagong in June 2010. 
Judging by the way table representatives 
reported back to the General Assembly, 
it is clear these principles are accepted.
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Message from the 
Brothers at the Assembly and 
Concurrent Chapters of Oceania

second day – 20 December

Fr Paul Cooney, Provincial of the 
Marist Fathers, led the morning Eu-
charist in the beautiful St Joseph’s 
College Chapel at 7.00 this morning.

Br Jeff Crowe opened the working 
part of our day with an explanation 
of the two models which have been 
tabled for our consideration by the 
College of Major Superiors.

Model a proposes three entities:
New Zealand and the Pacific Is-
lands,
Melanesia and
Australia, involving one Provincial 
of Australia and a Vicar of each of 
Melanesia and New Zealand & the 
Pacific Islands. These Vicars would 
be Major Superiors.

Model B proposes the same three re-
gions, this time with a central Provin-
cial and Council. The Regions could 
be considered Sectors with the Sec-
tor Leader being a Major Superior.

In order to assist delegates in their un-
derstanding of these models, a refined 
list of the underlying Principles for the 
Models was tabled. This refinement 
reflects the modifications proposed 
by the Assembly during its discussion 
yesterday. The Assembly agreed this 

1.

2.
3.

morning to these Principles.

Having discussed the two models at 
the tables, delegates were invited to 
state their preference in writing and 
to name any ‘blocks’ they may have 
to either model. After morning tea, 
these ‘blocks’ were named, reflected 
on and discussed at tables.

In the afternoon delegates from the 
Sydney and Melbourne Province met 
together to discuss the way an Austra-
lian Province might look and the po-
tential timeline for its implementation. 
The delegates from New Zealand and 
Melanesia met separately at this time.

third day – 21 December 

After a time of prayer together, most 
of Day 3 of our time here was spent 
in individual Chapters - those of the 
Provinces of Melbourne, New Zea-
land and Sydney. At the same time, 
the District Council of Melanesia also 
met. All these meetings involved par-
ticipants in discussing the six mo-
tions developed yesterday during the 
final plenary session.

These motions focused on proposed 
configurations of the Administrative 
Units within Oceania. Each Chapter 
voted on these motions in prepara-
tion for the final Assembly tomorrow.

The three Chapters also elected 
the members of the new Provin-
cial Councils. The names of these 
councillors are listed here with their 
Provincials:

Melbourne
Julian Casey (Provincial), Tony Cad-
dy, Paul Kane, John McMahon, Allen 
Sherry and Peter Walsh

sydney
Jeff Crowe (Provincial), Peter Carroll, 
Peter Corr, Michael Green, Graham 
Neist, Bill Selden and Bill Sullivan

New Zealand
David McDonald (Provincial), Nevil 
Bingley, Peter Horide, Siaosi Ioane 
and Kevin Wanden

Fourth day – 22 December

Each Province and District reported 
back to the General Assembly on the 
outcomes of Individual Chapter and 
meeting. This gave a clear indica-
tion to the Superior General and his 
Council about the proposed direc-
tions resulting from these Chapters 
for the future configuration of the 
Oceania region.

The Assembly concluded with a final 
Eucharist and a celebratory lunch.

The delegates from the Provinces 
of Melbourne, New Zealand and 
Sydney and the District of Mela-

nesia, meeting this week in Sydney, 
committed themselves to the estab-
lishment of a new governance and 
canonical structure that will result in a 
new Province and two Districts for the 
Oceania region within three years.

Oceania has always been signifi-
cant in the life of our Institute. In 
1836, Marcellin chose to send his 
first missionary Brothers beyond 
France to Oceania. That was an 
historic occasion. Down the years 
generations of Brothers have de-
veloped our mission in various 
countries.

Today, 22nd December, 2010, we arrive 
at another historic moment, some one 
hundred and seventy four years after 
our first Brothers stepped ashore on 
our lands.

From 19th to 22nd December, 2010, we 
assembled as Brothers, both together 
as one Assembly and in our individual 
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Chapters. We made recommendations 
and took decisions that will affect the 
future of all Brothers and Lay Marists 
in Oceania. This we did, as Brothers, 
committed to the mission of Jesus and 
committed to nurturing the faith and 
education of young people, particularly 
the most marginalised.

We were honoured to have with us our 
Superior General, Br Emili Turú and our 
General Councillors, Brs John Klein and 
Michael de Waas. Seventy two of us 
from our General Council (3), the Dis-
trict of Melanesia (4), the Provinces of 
Melbourne (24), New Zealand (17) and 
Sydney (24) met, discussed, discerned 
and prayed for what we all believe in so 
strongly – to live out together Marcel-
lin’s charism in Oceania today.

We adopted a method similar to that 
used at our last General Chapter, 
gathering around tables in fraternal 
dialogue, searching like Mary to under-
stand God’s call at this time for this 
part of our Marist world. Enthused in 
having reached consensus, we now 

move forward, confident in the lead-
ership of our Provincials and District 
Leader, yet aware of the difficulties 
that still confront us. Like Mary, we are 
ready to take the next steps into a new 
land.

Our decisions are the fruits of a long 
journey for all Marists in Oceania. The 
reflections and eventual decisions were 
based on the principles that were first 
enunciated at the Regional Assembly 
by our Brothers and Lay Marist com-
panions. The process of our Assembly 
was driven by a desire to develop ever 
more strongly the positive relation-
ships among the delegates, reflecting 
our commitment as brothers.

In an historic moment today, driven by 
our desire and hope for increased vital-
ity and viability, we the delegates, from 
across all four administrative units, 
expressed to our Superior General our 
unanimous commitment as follows:

“We the delegates of our Brothers, in 
a spirit of mutual respect and concern 

for the wellbeing of each other and 
the future of Marist life and mission in 
Oceania, commit ourselves to the es-
tablishment of a new governance and 
canonical structure that will result in a 
new Province and two Districts for the 
Oceania region.”

In January 2011, our leaders will be gath-
ering in Rome as part of the Provincials’ 
Meeting. There they will discuss the pe-
tition further with the Superior General 
and his Council. Following approval, 
the Major Superiors in our Region will 
plan the necessary steps and timeline 
to provide a pathway within the next 
three years. The future shape of the re-
gion will emerge in a way which reflects 
the special character of the four units 
and the practical implications of living 
out our new relationship.

______________
Signed: The Delegates of the Concur-
rent Chapters
22 December 2010

Mary, Mother of God and 
Mother of the Church

Impulse and fruitfulness of the Church’s mission 

The third icon von Balthasar pres-
ents for our contemplation, also 
described in the feminine key, 

shows Mary as «Mother of God» and 
«Mother of the Church» and has as 
central motif the Church’s fruitfulness 
through its mission. «Pentecost shows 
the face of the Church as family united 
to Mary, reanimated by the powerful 
outpouring of the Spirit and ready for 
the Gospel mission1.» Mary united to 
the Apostles reflects the whole life of 
the Church radiating Christ in the world. 
The whole Church sees in Mary what it is 
and what it is called to be.

This tableau shows us how the Church 
can be at once, like Mary, the Bride 
turned towards the Bridegroom, and 
the Virgin Mother open to all. Only the 
Spirit can explain how this is so2. Von 
Balthasar speaks of the «ministry» of 
Mary as of a ministry of virginal and 
conjugal motherhood in the Church.

This vision of Mary is manifested 
through the vision of the woman of the 
Apocalypse who cries out in the pain of 
childbirth. «The representation we find 
in Apoc. 12 of the woman crying out 
in the pangs of childbirth constitutes 

a point of departure for the reflections 
of  von Balthasar, an attempt to explain 
the continuing maternity of the Church 
and in the Church, maternity expressed 
by the Marial principle3.» This Biblical 
figure is referred to  Mary who gives 
birth to Jesus at Bethlehem and to her 
role in the birth of the mystical body on 
Calvary, at the foot of the cross.

At the Council of Ephesus, Mary was 
named «Mother of God» (Théotokos). 
This is a title recalling Luke’s defini-
tion of her as «Mother of the Lord» (Lk 
11:43). This title calls our attention to 
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the fact that the maternal dimension 
of Mary’s faith constitutes a unique 
and highly significant archtype. Mary, 
in giving birth to the Son in a corporal 
and spiritual manner, becomes the 
universal mother of all believers. Paul 
VI proclaimed Mary «Mother of the 
Church»: «For the glory, therefore, of 
the Virgin and our own consolation, 
We proclaimMary most holy, Mother of 
the Church, that is to say of the whole 
people of God, faithful as much as pas-
tors, who invoke her as their very loving 
Mother4.» Mary is the prototype of the 
Church by virtue of her  virginal faith 
and by virtue of her fruitfulness.

«It is Christ and not Mary who, by his Pas-
sion, creates the Church. But she has part as 
instrument of this creation. Her presence by 
the cross, her solidarity amidst the abandon-
ment of the cross, show the measure where her 
gift is universalized to the point of becoming 
the universal principle of maternal womb for 
every Christian life giving grace5.»

In the event of Christ’s death on the 
cross, the Spirit prepared Mary for 
a new maternity, that of his mystical 
body. At Pentecost the Spiritus Creator 
poured the maternity from its recep-
tacle, Mary, into the Church. It is the 
Spirit who maintains the Church in her 
exclusive  Marial and conjugal response 
to Christ and in her Marial and mater-
nal growth in the world.

the  apocalyptic image of the wom-
an in the desert

One should be able to see Mary in 
her authentic children: it is in them 
that the invisible realities become 
visible. Mary’s motherhood contin-
ues where we too become «mothers» 
of Christ.

It can be seen how this Marial principle 
is acting in the Church, in her mater-
nity and in her holiness. Despite all 
adversities, the Church is not attacked 
by the dragon in what constitutes her 
feminine core of holiness of life. It is 
within this core, writes von Balthasar, 
that the rock of Peter is safeguarded; 
it is there that it acquires new energy6. 
Mary makes her own the prayers and 
works of the Church, and this fills us 
with confidence in the face of trials.

Under the mantle of Mary

Urs von Balthasar makes use of the im-
age7 of the German mystics of Mary’s 
mantle to express the apostolic and 
fruitful character of love in the Church. 
The image shows how the Church is 
united under a single cloak which en-
folds all her children. The flow of ap-
ostolic and fruitful love characterizes 
the Marial principle, and this leads von 
Balthasar to write that we take refuge 
under Mary’s large mantle and under 
the smaller cape of the  saints. This 
cape forms the true material of the 
maternity of the Church, for we are  en-
velopped and  enfolded in a maternal 
love. The image of the mantle is inspir-
ing for von Balthasar, for it refers to a 
world which is not closed upon itself.

Our Christian faith journey is character-
ised by a Trinitarian dynamism in which 
we grow day by day. Our Christian life 
is the participation of a creature in the 
life of the Trinity.

«The model of this unceasing and re-
peated birth of God in the heart of 
the believer is, according to Cyril, the 
unique incarnation of the Logos born 
of the Virgin Mary. According to what 
has just been said, the sanctification 

of man is an imitation of the birth 
of Christ from Mary, which continues 
ceaselessly in the mystical body of 
Christ8.»

Von Balthasar thinks that our age is the 
one open to the discovery of the pos-
sibility of giving birth to Christ from the 
heart of the Mother Church.

Saint Hippolytus goes so far as to say 
that «the Logos is born without inter-
ruption in a new way in the Church and, 
thanks to her, in the heart of believ-
ers and outside9.» The whole Church 
«which is with child» engenders the 
mystical body in the multiplicity of her 
members.

The Word, engendered in the heart of 
the Father, is implanted by baptism in 
the heart of believers who, as a result, 
through the Spirit and the maternity of 
the Church-Mary, are worked on and 
fashioned by the Spirit of the Logos.

The Marial mission of the Church is to 
give birth to paradise by the Word. The 
Word allows itself to be fashioned and 
take form in the totality of the Church 
as body-bride and in its individual mem-
bers, the believers. And in Christ we find 
ourselves in the bosom of the Father. We 
take part in a living manner in the always 
new mystery of Christmas10. The birth of 
this «paradise» man is a living participa-
tion in the Christmas mystery.

 Sanctification in the mystical body of 
Christ appears as a continual imitation of 
the birth of Christ in the womb of Mary. 
We are beginning to glimpse something 
of our participation in the generation of 
the Logos on the part of Mary.
______________
AMEstaún
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