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Updates

The spirituality of an old Brother finds ex-
pression in his communion with the community

On arriving at Genval twelve years 
ago, I believed that spirituality was 
a way of living based on a spiritual 

vision of life. I have since become aware 
that spirituality is also a way of dying. I 
have discovered that the meaning given 
to one’s life, the values to which one ad-
heres, as well as the transcendence which 
links us to God, permit religious to define 
themselves spiritually, and this by living the 
ageing process and by preparing for death. 
It is this evolution in my thinking which I 
would like to share with you.

What is spiritual produces fervour and pro-
vides a perspective. Beyond individual pi-
ety and community participation in prayer, 
I believe that today that the spirituality of 
a Brother who is elderly or affected by ill-
ness finds expression in his communion 
with the community. Thus, the cup of cof-

fee taken together, the admiration for the 
environment, the exchange of an instant 
of happiness, the gratitude summed up in 
gesture, the humourous look or the wink 
are signs of a deep spirituality. When Broth-
ers express their gratitude, joy, when their 
eyes light up at the memory of their teach-
ers, their confrères, their former students, 
their friends or families, this gives good 
expression to the meaning they have given 
their lives.

Confronted with ageing or sickness, the 
Brother perhaps finds the same situation 
experienced after the closing of a school: 
on one side, powerlessness and on the 
other, the search for culprits; there he is 
invited to face up to the truth or it turns 
into vinegar. Once he passes this stage, 
once the person or patient masters the 
mourning, he achieves a stable balance. 
This grieving is sometimes a painful thing 
to live, the more so if it is multiplied: aban-
donment of his apostolate, his community, 
his friends, his former pupils, the death 
of family members .... Once this stage of 
revolt-grieving is overcome, the Brother 
accepts his new limits while maintaining 
his dignity and independence at the maxi-
mum. So everyone comes back to life, be 
he aged, handicapped, ill, bedridden, even 
if his days are numbered.

Starting from this long introduction, it 
is not difficult to see the road I have 
had to walk. Leaving a very active youth, 
abandoning a rhythm I loved, an order I 
imposed, I have had to learn to keep si-
lent, to accept, to listen, to be present, to 
pray with and for ... To control a  certain 
agitation, a certain enthusiasm, and at the 
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Higher Education
Mexico - Meeting of the Marist International Commission

On 5, 6 and 7 July 2011, the 
meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Marist In-

ternational Higher Education Net-
work was held in the Provincial Resi-
dence of the  Province of «México 
Central», in Mexico City. The par-
ticipants were Brothers José Antonio 
Espinoza Medina (President), João 
Carlos do Prado (Secretary), John 
McMahon (Australia), and Messieurs 
Manuel Carretero González (Spain), 
Ricardo Tescarolo (Brasil), seconded 
by  Alejandro Soto (Mexico).

The meeting’s programme consisted 
of evaluating the work achieved by 
the Network’s Working Groups, ie: 
1) Norms of the Network ; 2) Univer-
sity Ministry; 3) Mobility of teaching, 

auxiliary and service person-
nel; 4) Third stage extramural 
course (EAD) in Marist mission 
and spirituality; and 5) Plat-
form for exchange of knowl-
edge and students.

In addition, the Committee 
consecrated two days of work 
to organise the V Meeting of 
the Council of Rectors of the 
Network, to be held in the 
Marist University of Mexico 
City from 9 to 13 October 
2012. The theme proposed for the 
meeting is: «Marist Higher Education 
networking for the construction of a 
new land».

The meeting was considered posi-

tive enough by the participants, who 
also commented favourably on the 
welcome and the visit to the Marist 
University in Mexico City. Thanks to 
the  Province of «México Central» !

same time to have no more week-ends, 
leaves, holidays! To manage, create 
an environment of quality. It has been 
necessary for me to get used to new 
confrères and to come to a rude awak-
ening, for I had my wounds, I lived a 
sobering up experience in contact with 
elderly Brothers, inertia with regard to 
a will to change, the failure of certain 
initiatives ... That was my desert, and I 
could not allow it to appear for the risk 
of dragging others down the slope of 
pessimism! My balance I found  princi-
pally in the team of doctors and nurses 
and in the formation I received during 
sessions of quality, and also from the 
momentary separation from my work 
by forcing a holiday on me.

After that, I could set sail for the open 
sea, I was happy ... I was in my nurs-
ing vocation. I could aid confrères 
on the winding ways of integration 
into a home of retirement and care, a 
way paved with uncertainties, denial, 
aggressivity, bargaining, depressions... 
follow one or another down the paths 

of progressive dementia, the language 
of confusion, listen to the dreams ... 
To follow is like going out on a dark 
night, it takes time to get used to see-
ing one’s way.

I could suffer with those who suffered, 
spend hours assisting brothers on their 
last journey. I could look on the bright 
side in my personal life, in my relations, 
and stay optimistic, I could surpass 
myself.

But above all, I was free to listen, to 
listen time and again, night and day. To 
restore hope, show that the sun rises 
each morning, recall the good memo-
ries, restore faith in a God who loves 
us, to sympathetic confrères.

For a religious to be able to expand 
psychically and spiritually, I am con-
vinced he has need, like everyone else, 
of an environment of quality, whether 
for his cleanliness, his clothing, the  
orderliness of his room... Green plants, 
flowers, music, movement. This re-

quires investment, but above all self 
investment.

It is at times when doubt invades 
me, or when I come up against the 
harshness of life, its  injustice and our 
weakness, when one no longer knows 
how to take it, or what to do, that 
God takes me by the hand. He invites 
me to deep prayer, he helps me say: 
«Into your hands, Father, I surrender 
everything». It is the same prayer I 
recite with and for the Brother whose 
eyes I am going to close in a moment. 
A gesture by which my life will be il-
luminated.

Roads of the plain, mountain roads, 
roads which require a hope, an hori-
zon, roads which invigorate our des-
perations, these are the roads I accept 
taking, for, quite simply, I have made 
them my life.

_______________
Br. Marcel
Genval - Belgium
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The emotion of the people of Cuba
Fourth centenary of the Virgin of «Caridad del Cobre», 
Patroness of Cuba

Greetings from Cienfuegos, in Cu-
ba. I bring you news that I found 
encouraging and which may bring 

you joy too. At the heart of events is the 
Virgin of «Caridad del Cobre», Patroness 
of Cuba. We will soon be celebrating the 
4th centenary of the recovery of the im-
age, which was floating on the sea. This 
was in 1612. The written testimony of 
one of the three eye witnesses of the 
event can be found in the Archives of the 
Indes in Seville.

My news has to do, this time, with 
the emotion of the Cuban people. The 
Virgin arrives, punctually as expected, 
on a little lorry. The scene is repeated 
dozens of times, in front of the people 
nervously waiting: several dozen under 
rain or sun, if it happens in open coun-
try, under shade. Four thousand, like a 
river, in the larger towns. And always to 
the rhythm of familiar tunes emphasized 
by the horns of the cars. «It gives you 
gooseflesh», the people say. It is the 
religious expression of a whole people, 
50 years on.

The people emerge onto the street with 
the joy of the feast. The procession is 
flanked by the police. It is good to take 
into account the more than 50 years 
of  silence, when expression of the faith 
went hand in hand with bans, reproach-
es, heavy losses, exile, threats, «you will 
not be readmitted to the university», 
«you will have no work», «religion is an 
opium», «your relationship will have re-
percussions…»

I tell myself that the Catholic Church is 
today, for these people, a sure place and 
a place of hope. Am I the witness of the 
silent, humble and suffering presence 
of a people who knew how to wait? I do 
not know, but it seems to me that I am 
in train of touching even if only a few 

«seeds and harvests».

The pains in our hearts, you and I know 
them. On these pages I quote the 
prayers of simple people, written in the 
visiting book of my parish. You can draw 
your own conclusions, in reading the 
people’s hearts.

The chronicles of these days are full of 
testimonies of a beautiful feast every-
where the Image of the Virgin passes. 
And she will pass right over the island, 
from east to west. She has already 
travelled more than half way, one dio-
cese after the other. She arrives in little 
villages, country houses, squares and 
churches, to receive the homage of the 
people, who launch spontaneously into 
verse. With very modest means, the 
communities decorate the streets, hang 
up banners, light up humble scenes.

In the photo I am sending, you can see 
my quarter, made up of simple build-

ings (identical throughout the country). 
The programme prepared seemed to me 
too poor: four hymns, well sung, against 
background music. And the people (who 
mostly ignore this world of faith), listen 
with respect, applaud warmly and chant 
the «Guantanamera» with words to the 
Virgin.

But attention! The most astonished in 
this sea of people surrounding me are 
the Cubans themselves! After 55 minutes 
of spectacle, the procession sets off. 
Everyone repeats loudly: «Mother, bless 
our families!»

What I supposed to be a threat to order 
has become a support: dozens of chil-
dren with their parents hold the giant 
cord so that the Virgin’s vehicule can 
clear a passage as it moves forward… 
In the church, one can understand the 
programme better: a very simple Marial 
vigil, a night of visits, Dawn Rosary, bless-
ing of the children early before they go 
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Special Consultative Status
FMSI obtains accreditation with the UN

to school, blessing of the pregnant moth-
ers, Mass with incense, and… back to the 
street to visit other quarters on what are 
called «house-missions». You know, the 
people light candles, pray in silence for 
several seconds, take photos of the im-
age, receive an image to put in their purse, 
give money… I have the impression, like 
so many others, that «someone has vis-
ited me and brought me great peace».

But on the other hand, not so fast, wait 
a second! You think that in Cuba there 
is only «this  spectacle of simple faith»? 
Far from it! The youth know ever grow-
ing problems; the weak economy which 

makes it difficult to reach the end of 
the month; families experiencing the 
sad separation «between Havana and 
Miami», in the words of the song of the 
Bridge, by Ricardo Arjona…and many 
other difficult situations. Problems? Lots 
of them.

And in spite of that, the bishops of Cuba 
have decided, among other things, to 
celebrate the 4th  Centenary of the Virgin 
of «Caridad», moving forward, step by 
step, over a whole year. You know, the 
critics, the politicians, the specialists 
will lay out their ideas in the columns of 
the newspapers with a view to influenc-

ing public opinion. As for me, plunged 
in the real world, I have experienced 
what I am telling you, surprised by this 
unexpected gift of unity. It seems to me 
to understand that the Spirit of God 
is clever enough to stir up, out of this 
social chaos that each organizes or suf-
fers where he is, A WIND OF HOPE AND 
PEACE FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL.

I am happy to show you the heart of 
the Cuban people, while blessing the 
Virgin for visiting them.
_________________
Affectionately,
Germán

FMSI was granted Special Consul-
tative Status with the Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC) of 

the United Nations during the ECO-
SOC meeting held on 25 July at the UN 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 
FMSI presented the application for the 
consultative status in May 2010; the ap-
plication was reviewed by the ECOSOC 
Committee on NGOs during its Resumed 
Session held in New York (USA) in May 
2011; on that occasion a positive rec-
ommendation for Special Consultative 
Status was granted to the Foundation. 
Yesterday, Br. Jim Jolley, FMSI Director 
for Child Rights Advocacy and Training 
attended to the ECOSOC meeting in 
Geneva, where the Council ratified the 
recommendation. FMSI is now in the list 
of the non-governmental organizations 
entitled to interact with the ECOSOC. 
We expect to receive official notification 
from ECOSOC within the next month 
regarding this decision.

The Economic and Social Council is one 
of the principal organs of the United 
Nations, together with the General As-
sembly and the Security Council. It 

was established to coordinate economic 
and social work of the UN specialized 
agencies, funds and programmes. The 
ECOSOC serves as the central forum 
for discussing international economic 
and social issues, and for formulating 
policy recommendations addressed to 
Member States and the United Nations 
system. It is responsible for:
•	promoting higher standards of living, 

full employment, and economic and 
social progress;

•	identifying solutions to international 
economic, social and health prob-
lems;

•	facilitating international cultural and 
educational cooperation; and

•	encouraging universal respect for hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms.

In carrying out its mandate, ECOSOC 
consults with academics, business sec-
tor representatives and more than 3,500 
registered non-governmental organiza-
tions. The ECOSOC is the main organ 
where NGOs can participate in the work 
of the United Nations, which remains, 
first and foremost, an organization with 
membership restricted to States.

NGOs in consultative status with ECO-
SOC can attend its meetings. They can 
also attend meetings of many other 
bodies, such as the Human Rights 
Council. They are allowed to partici-
pate, present written contributions and 
make statements to the Council and 
its subsidiary bodies. To obtain the 
consultative status means for an or-
ganization to be recognized by the 
UN, to participate in its mechanisms 
and to have an input on its decision-
making process with regards human 
rights issues. More specifically, Special 
consultative status is granted to NGOs 
which have a special competence in, 
and are concerned specifically with, 
certain fields of activity covered by the 
ECOSOC. For FMSI, this specific area is 
Child Rights.

This step is an important development 
for the effectiveness of FMSI in the 
promotion of children’s rights around 
the world and FMSI wishes to share 
this news with its members, partners 
and supporters, who now have a closer 
and more effective representation at the 
United Nations.


