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Updates

Reference document for 
Marist Youth Ministry (MYM)

The document "Evangelizers among 
youth" was put in the hands of the 
Marist Institute in July-August 2011. 

It is intended to place the Marist Youth Mi-
nistry on a firm footing in all the Provinces 
and Districts and set evangelization at the 
heart of the Marist mission.

In January 2007, the General Council crea-
ted an International Commission in order 
to prepare a reference document for the 
Institute on Marist Youth Ministry, so that 
it might be the base for its further develop-
ment in the various Provinces and Districts. 
The Commission, co-ordinated by Br Emili 
Turú, consisted of the following members: 
Br Michael Schmalzl (Central West Europe), 
Mr Paul Salmon (Melbourne), Br Ifean-
yi Stephen Mbaegbu (Nigeria), Br Ramon 
Rúbies (L’Hermitage), Br Rommel Ocasio-
nes (Philippines), Mr Fabiano Incerti (Brasil 
Centro-Sul), Br Raúl Goitea (Cruz del Sur).  
The participants from the General Adminis-
tration were Br Juan Miguel Anaya, of the 
Mission Commission, and Br Ernesto Sán-
chez, director of the Vocations Bureau. It 
met for the first time in August 2007, then 
twice more, in March and December 2008.

As a "reference document", the text is of 
a general character and of wide scope. 
But it is sufficiently clear and explicit on 
the subject of our understanding and 
experience of what the MYM means. It 
possesses, at the same time, guidelines 
and a vocabulary which may have uni-
versal validity and application. The docu-
ment will be an aid for  Provinces lacking 

experience in MYM. It will help also in the 
revision, revitalization and reinforcement 
of the MYM in the Provinces and Districts 
already familiar with it.

The document is principally meant for the 
persons, adults or youth, responsible for 
the different levels of the MYM activities 
in each of the Administrative Units. It 
could be an excellent instrument for the 
formation of multipliers and leaders of the 
MYM. As such, it is recommended to the 
study of all the brothers, religious com-
munities and lay people engaged in the 
Marist mission.

Marist Youth MinistryThe document is or-
ganised in six chapters which lay out the 
basic elements for carrying out the Marist 
Youth Ministry:

•	 Chapter 1: The world of youth and the 
gifts they bring to our world and the 
Church: "We go where the youth are".
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•	 Chapter 2: The doc-
trinal framework 
of MYM: "I cannot 
see a young person 
without telling them 
how much Jesus lo-
ves them".

•	 Chapter 3: Definition 
and characteristics 
of MYM: "The Her-
mitage, our common 
home".

•	 Chapter 4: Tea-
ching, pastoral and 
methodological options of MYM: "If 
the Lord does not build the hou-
se…".

•	 Chapter 5: Vision and hopes of the 
youth of MYM: "Good Christians and 

good citizens".

•	 Chapter 6: Networks, structures 
and encouragement of internatio-
nal links: "A heart that knows no 
bounds".

The process of putting 
this document into ope-
ration was the responsi-
bility of another Inter-
national Commission of 
the MYM, formed by Mr 
Carlos Ulises Centeno 
López – México Occi-
dental, Br Luiz André 
da Silva Pereira - Brasil 
Centro Nort, Br Ramon 
Rúbies – L’Hermitage, 
Br Rommell Ocasiones 
– East Asia, Br Ifean-
yi Mbaegbu – Nigeria, 
Mrs Simone Boyd – Mel-

bourne, with Br João Carlos do Prado, 
Bureau of Mission, as co-ordinator. 
The process began in September 
2011 and will be completed in the 
second part of 2013. See more on 
our site.

Marist Youth Ministry
Strategies for implementing the Document 
"Evangelizers among youth"

The XXIGeneral Chapter confirmed 
the letter of Mendès in saying 
that "evangelization is the centre 

and priority of our apostolic activi-
ties: to announce Jesus Christ and his 
message". It is in this sense that the 
Marist Institute offers all Provinces and 
Districts the Document "Evangelizers 
among Youth", drawn up by an In-
ternational Marist Youth Commission, 
co-ordinated by Br Emili Turú. This 
document has already been sent to the 
Administrative Units.

The Bureau of Mission presented a re-
quest to the General Council for a new 
International MYM Commission to be 
set up for implementing the Document. 
This  Commission consists of: Mr. Car-
los Ulises Centeno López – México Oc-
cidental, Br Luiz André da Silva Pereira 

- Brasil Centro Norte, Br Ramon Rúbies 
– L’Hermitage, Br Rommell Ocasiones 
– East Asia, Br Ifeanyi Mbaegbu – Ni-
geria, Mrs Simone Boyd – Melbourne, 
Br João Carlos do Prado – Bureau of 
Mission, co-ordinator.

The Commissionmet in Rome from 1 to 
5 August 2011 to study the document 
and develop strategies for its imple-
mentation in all the Administrative 
Units. Particular  attention has been 
given to considering the cultural diver-
sity of each Region of the  Institute. 
According to the participants, the Do-
cument provides a new framework for 
Marist evangelization and a concrete 
and prophetic proposal for MYM which 
can be applied in all the Administrative 
Units in accord with their individual 
situation.

The strategies developed by the Com-
mission are: a) Process for studying 
and implementing the Document. 
This consists of four steps – study, 
development or revision of the MYM of 
the Administrative Unit in light of the 
Document, formation of leaders/mul-
tipliers and application; b) Program-
ming of regional Meetings to study 
and support the implementation of the 
Document. To do this, the Commission 
has programmed a regional meeting by 
continent to study and implement the 
Document. The meetings will last four 
and a half days and will be held in the 
first half of 2012, according to a calen-
dar to be communicated. Those invited 
are brothers, laity and youth responsi-
ble for MYM in the Administrative Unit 
or capable of assuming this responsi-
bility; c) Development of practical 

international Commission of Marist Youth Ministry 2007
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The Marist Leadership Institute
United States: Our call as Marist educators

means. To support the study and im-
plementation of the Document and the 
regional meetings, several proposals 
of assistance have been formulated, 
which will be communicated to the Ad-
ministrative Units. The documentation 
and  programming of the regional mee-
tings will be sent to the Administrative 
Units in  October 2011. 

The Document "Evangelizers among 
youth" is meant to be a support for 
our evangelizing mission among them. 
We are invited to give an open and 
generous response, in accord with the 
situation of our Administrative Unit. 
We can do much for the children and 
youth and with them. 

From 24-27 July 2011, the Marist 
Leadership Institute was held at 
the San Alfonso Retreat House in 

Long Branch, New Jersey. Over 50 Ma-
rist administrators and school leaders 
from our Marist schools in the states of 
New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, 
Texas, Florida, Illinois, as well as school 
leaders and formators from Germany 
and Ireland, gathered to reflect on our 
call as Marist educators and to enjoy 
each others’ company. Brother Seán 
Sammon was the key note speaker who 
addressed the theme, The Identity and 

Characteristics of the Marist Leader. 
Other presentations and related topics 
included:

•	 WHO IS MARIST? – Brother Hank 
Hammer (Marist HS-Chicago) and 
Vince Andiorio (Director of Marist 
Evangelization)

•	 HIRING AND STAFF FORMATION – 
Larry Tucker (Marist HS-Chicago) & 
Alice Miesnik (Marist-Bayonne)

•	 POLITICAL & CULTURAL CONTEXTS, 
a DISCUSSION – Paul Meany (Marian 
College, Dublin)

•	 THE MARIAL FACE OF EDUCATION 
– Brother Richard Van Houten, (Di-
rector of Marist Education, USA)

•	 A FOUR-YEAR MARIST HERITAGE 
CURRICULUM – Jeanne Burns (Cen-
tral Catholic HS, Lawrence, MA)

•	 OUR COMMON CALL: AN ONGOING 
PROCESS – Brother Seán Sammon 
& Brother Dan O’Riordan (Vocation 
Co-Director, Province of the USA)

•	 A VISION OF THE FUTURE – Brother 
Ben Consigli, Provincial

•	 ONGOING ADMINISTRATIVE FOR-
MATION – A GROUP DISCUSSION

As part of the on-going formation pro-
grams within the Province, the Marist 
Leadership Institute is a professio-
nal, comprehensive formation program 
for leadership within Marist ministries 
throughout the Province of the United 
States. This program is designed to 
enhance the Marist formation of those 
who now exercise, or who will exercise, 
a leadership role in the educational 
ministries of the Marist Brothers of the 
Province of the United States.

international Commission of Marist Youth Ministry 2011
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Marist Education Congress
Centenary of the Marist presence in Chile

The "Instituto Alonso de Ercilla", 
Santiago du Chili, was the venue 
for a great meeting about edu-

cation. The participants were teachers 
from the network of Marist schools in 
Chile. The Marist family of Chile is in 
this way celebrating the Centenary of 
its presence in this country.

The participants in the First Marist 
Education Congress arrived on the 
morning of 8 July. Their first activities 
were meeting and sharing as Marist fa-
mily on the occasion of this Centenary. 
The inauguration took place in the af-
ternoon. It was the Undersecretary for 
Education in Chile, Mr Fernando Rojas, 
who fired the opening shot: "The qua-
lity of education is not good enough, 
he stated, and equality of opportunity 
leaves much to be desired". So he con-
gratulated the Marist congregation for 
taking time to reflect on the occasion 
of its 100 years of history in Chile.

The first conference of the Congress 
was given by Br Jesús Bayo, belonging 
to our Province of "Santa María de los 
Andes". He is currently in the service 
of mission Ad Gentes, and lives his 
vocation as a Marist Brother in Cuba. 
His conference was entitled: "Celebra-
ting the historic memory of 100 years 
of Marist presence in Chile".

Saturday 9 July began with a talk by Br 
João Carlos do Prado, director of the 
Bureau of Mission, who took part in 
the congress not only as a speaker but 
also as delegate of the Superior Gene-
ral, Br Emili Turú. His talk was entitled: 
"Evangelizing through education with 
Marist educators".

Raúl Zarzuri, sociologist and profes-
sor at the "Alberto Hurtado" Univer-
sity, spoke on the topic: "Evangelizing 
youth and their cultures through edu-
cation". There were representatives 

from the Student Centres of the va-
rious Marist schools, who had also 
taken part in the Youth Congress at 
La Serena.

The afternoon presentations began 
with the conference of Mme Mª Alicia 
Halcartegaray, Doctor of Education, 
who reflected on "Evangelizing from 
Education: school and family hand in 
hand". By way of closure, those pre-
sent benefitted from the words of Fr 
Fernando Montes, Jesuit, who spoke 
on "Quality and identity of the Catho-
lic school".

"Challenges and proposals for educa-
tion in the XXIcentury": this was the 
last conference given at this great 
Marist Education Congress by Mr Jo-
sé Joaquín Brunner, titular professor 
and researcher at the "Diego Portales" 
University.

Vocation Camp for the year 2011
Sri Lanka - Marist Novitiate,Tudella , Ja-Ela

The Vocation Camp for  the year 
2011 was held at the Marist 
Novitiate,Tudella , Ja-Ela from  

the 26th -28th August 2011.There 
were ten young men. There were ses-
sions for reflections, meditation and 
above all the Holy Eucharist. Many 
Brothers took part in it. On the final 
day Brother Shanthi the Provincial 
Superior addressed the boys and 
invited them to  do a discernment 
before joining the brothers.

Rev. Father Nihal the principal of 
Christ King College , Tudella foun-
ded by the Marist Brothers officiated 
the Eucharistic Celebration .There he 
mentioned how St. Marcellin  helps 
him to run the school without any 
difficulty. Whenever there is a pro-
blem Father Nihal  along  with the 
Rev. Sister in-charge of the primary 
department light up a candle before 
the picture of our Founder left in the 
office by the Brothers when they han-

ded over the school administration 
to the lay principals. Always St. Mar-
cellin has interceded  and problems 
were solved. Fr. Nihal requested the 
students to come-forward and beco-
me brothers so that eventually the 
brothers could take back the school 
in future.

The students evaluated the whole 
programme and thanked the brothers 
for organizing it.


