
Marist News
Marist Brothers - General House - Rome

6 October 2011Year IV - Number 177

The Marist Mission in Europe

177

Marist NEWs
N.º 177 – Year IV – 6 October 2011

Director:
Br. AMEstaún

Production:
Mr. Luiz da Rosa

redaction and administration:
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2

C.P. 10250 – 00144 ROMA
Tel.: (39) 06 54 51 71

E-mail: publica@fms.it
web: www. champagnat.org

Edit:
Marist Brother's Institute
General House – Rome

06/10/2011: El Escorial - 16 
Spanish and Portuguese-speaking 
Brothers take part

05/10/2011: Child Rights Training 
in the District of Melanesia

04/10/2011: Mexico - Camp for 
Agents of Youth Ministry

03/10/2011: Deceased Brother: 
Ignacio Martínez Hernández 
(México Occidental)

03/10/2011: Video: Keeping the 
Marist Connection

03/10/2011: Meeting of European 
Mission Team

01/10/2011: Brother León 
honored by the government of El 
Salvador

30/09/2011: Community Supe-
rior’s Meeting, Lusaka

29/09/2011: Anouncements 
South Asia

29/09/2011: Three Filipino Broth-
ers vow for life

29/09/2011: Marist News N. 176

28/09/2011: Caracas: Integral 
Health Centre

28/09/2011: General Council 
calendar

27/09/2011: ChMMF - Fraternity 
of "Nossa Senhora da Conceição" - 
Recife, Brazil

27/09/2011: Corporative image 
for the Marist Works of Europe

www.champagnat.org

Updates

Meeting of European Mission Team

The XXI General Chapter invited the 
Brothers and Marist laity to live in 
today’s global world by cultivating 

an international horizon international in 
their hearts and spirits. In response to 
this invitation and the multicultural reali-
ty of Europe, the European Mission Team 
met on 13 and 14 September in the com-
munity of Linthout, in Brussels, Belgium.

Those taking part were Brothers Máximo 
Blanco (Compostela), Moisés Alonso 
Pérez (Ibérica), Robert Thunus (Central 
West Europe), Gabriel Villa-Real Tapies 
(L’Hermitage), Ramón Rodríguez Mayor, 
in the name of Aureliano Garcia Manzana 
(Mediterránea), and João Carlos do Prado 
(Mission Secretariat)

Among other matters, the meeting dealt 
with the Strategic Plan of the Mission 
Secreteriat; it defined the holding of 
the European Meeting for the study and 
implementation of the document « Evan-
gelizers among Youth », which will be held 
at the Hermitage (France) from 24 to 28 

September 2012, and completed the 
Strategic and Action Plans of the Euro-
pean Mission Team.

The time spent with the community 
of Brussels was an excellent occasion 
for getting to know better the Province 
of Central West Europe. The team re-
ceived a magnificent welcome from all 
the brothers. The evening of 13/09, the 
members of the team took advantage of 
some free time to stroll around the most 
important places of the city centre and 
learn a little about the history and cul-
ture of Brussels.

The evaluation of the meeting was very 
positive, especially in what concerned 
the development of the agenda and the 
hospitality of the community. The Team’s 
work encourages the  construction of a 
common vision of the Marist mission in 
Europe, which will doubtless provide re-
sponses to the challenges and demands 
of the multiple contexts of today’s Euro-
pean mission.
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Child Rights Training in the 
District of Melanesia

Convention on the Rights of the Child

The General Council has appoint-
ed Patricia Cecilia Ríos Gómez as 
a new member of the Enlarged 

Bureau of Laity, replacing Linda Cor-
beil. Patricia, a Mexican, represents the 
Region « Arco Norte » within the new 
organisation of the Bureau.

Patricia has been married since Decem-
ber 1979. She has three children – two 
boys and a girl – who have all finished 

their studies at the Instituto México 
of BC. She has been a member of the 
Champagnat Movement of the Marist 
Family of the FATIMA (Marist Family 
of  Tijuana) Institution since 1997. Her 
husband is also an active member of 
the Champagnat Movement. In 2005, 
she took part in the American Meeting 
of Marist Fraternities at   Fusagasugá, 
Colombia. She is regional co-ordinator 
of « One heart, one mission ». Since 

2010, she has been a member of the 
Mixed Commission Brothers-Laity of 
the Province of « México Occidental ».

Patricia has a diploma third cycle in Ad-
ministration of Educational Institutions 
and a degree in Sciences of Communi-
cation from the ITESM, Monterrey. She 
is currently secondary director of the 
Tijuana establishment of the  Province 
of « México Occidental ».

From 19th to 23rd September, the 
District of Melanesia conducted a 
Rights-based Training workshop for 

its school and youth ministry leaders.  
The District has several schools in three 
countries and a Youth ministry outreach 
in Papua New Guinea.   The presenters of 
the course were Br Jim Jolley from FMSI in 
Geneva, Br Ken McDonald, District Supe-
rior of Melanesia, and Mr Chris Lus, the 
District’s Child Protection Officer.

The aim of the course was to give school 
principals and deputies in-depth training 
on Children’s Rights and how to write a 
policy for their ministry that promotes 
the safeguarding of children in their care, 
based on the United Nations Human 
Rights standards, and in particular, on 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC).

The first part of the program covered 
the following topics:
•	Human Rights, Conventions, Treaties 

and the UN System;
•	The Marist place in the UN Human 

Rights System;
•	A detailed study of the Convention 

on the Rights of the Child;
•	Promoting a Rights-based Approach 

to Education in our schools;

•	What constitutes abuse; and
•	A study of their National Human Rights 

Standards and Policies.

The second part of the course provided 
participants the opportunity to examine 
the 9 Standards set out in the Marist 
Institute’s draft Policy on “Keeping Chil-
dren Safe – Setting Standards for Child 
protection”.  From there they began for-
mulating a “Keeping Children Safe” policy 

for their particular school or ministry, in 
accord with the principles of the CRC and 
the Marist ethos. 

All participants found the experience to 
be very fruitful and worthwhile and all 
said that it was a great start to helping 
them shape up their own school policies 
so as to reflect the Institute’s own policy 
on keeping children safe.

New member of the Enlarged Bureau of Laity 
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Horizons Program
16 Spanish and Portuguese-speaking Brothers take part

The Marist House of Spir-
ituality “Fuentenueva”, 
in San Lorenzo de El 

Escorial, is hosting the pro-
gram “Horizontes”, a forma-
tion experience for Brothers 
from 35 to 45, which invites 
the   participants to look 
forward, go on pilgrimage, up-
root themselves, to search for 
and discover from the heights 
“a new land”.

In the current session, which 
started on 4 August, 16 Span-
ish- and Portuguese-speaking 
Brothers are taking part, ac-
companied by Brothers Ángel Medina 
and Joaci Pinheiro: América Central 
(4), Compostela (1), Cruz del Sur (1), 
Ibérica (2), México Central (3), Noran-
dina (1), Rio Grande do Sul (2) and Sta. 
María de los Andes (2),

“Horizontes” is organized over nine 
weeks, centred on themes such as 
personal history and knowledge, Marist 
spirituality, life in community, Brothers 
today, affectivity, apostolic dimension 
and an experiential re-encounter with 
our sources, through a pilgrimage to 
the Hermitage in the first week of Oc-
tober.

On 15 and 16 September, Brother 
Emili shared with the group a reflec-
tion on the current situation of our 
Institute, the echos of the General 
Chapter and the need to take care 
of our spirituality, remembering the 
words of Brother Séan: “we have not 
taken seriously the task of turning 
ourselves into ‘spiritual masters’ who 
can offer witness from their own expe-
rience of God”.

Up to now, the course has combined 
elements of exposition and times of 
personal reflection, especially on Fri-
day afternoons which are reserved for 

an integrating synthesis of 
the work during the week. 
Great importance is also 
given the times of commu-
nity prayer and celebration, 
skillfully prepared and with 
a strong symbolic bearing, 
accentuated on Mondays 
when the leading theme 
of the week is presented. 
In addition, the organiza-
tion into little “families” or 
“communities” which find 
their own spaces for shar-
ing and prayer, connects 
with the daily life of the 
Brothers, which is also re-

flected in the performance of small 
tasks around the property on Wednes-
day afternoons or the celebration of 
the different feasts and events which 
keep the family spirit spotless as the 
days pass.

All these ingredients, together with 
the Brothers taking part, make of 
“Horizontes” a rich experience for giv-
ing consistency to one’s life choice, 
reinforcing the personal processes 
of integral growth, having as horizon 
“the new land” perceived intuitively by 
the XXI General Chapter.

Province of Southern Africa
Community Superior’s Meeting, Lusaka

The Province of Southern Africa re-
cently organized for the first time a 
meeting for Community Superiors, 

which took place in Lusaka, Zambia from 
August 21 - 24. All the Community Supe-
riors from the six countries, Angola, Ma-

lawi, Mozambique, South Africa, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe came together to share, 
educate and encourage one another on 
their role as Community Superiors. The 
19 Superiors, (Angola 3, Malawi 5, Mo-
zambique 3, South Africa 2, Zambia 2 

and Zimbabwe 4) both young and old, 
with some input from the Provincial, Bro. 
Joe Walton, enriched one another on a 
number of issues pertaining to their role 
as community superiors. 
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Three Filipino Brothers from the 
East Asia Province made their 
perpetual profession last Sep-

tember 10, 2011 at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Parish in Lagao, General Santos 
City.

Brothers Niño Mark John, Albert Mu-
ñoz and Jeff Rhey professed perpet-
ually in the presence of the Superior 
General’s delegate, Br. Manuel De 
Leon, the Brother Provincial of East 
Asia Province.

Bishop Angelito Lampon, OMI, DD was 
the main presider of the Mass, which 

Perpetual profession
Three Filipino Brothers vow for life

Cotabato in Cotabato City. Br. Albert 
(from the Diocese of Kidapawan) 
is assigned at Marist School in 
Marikina City, while Br. Jeff (from the 
Diocese of Kidapawan) is working 
at Marcellin Home Foundation in 
Katangawan but stays at Aspirancy 
House, his community assignment 
at the moment.

The said special event was attended 
by religious sisters, brothers and 

priests and lay mission partners of 
the Brothers in the Philippines coming 
from the different Marist schools.

was assisted by other three priests.

Br. Niño (from the Diocese of Marbel) 
is presently assigned at Notre Dame of 

Among other topics discussed were:
•	What does it mean to be the superior 

of a community?
•	Leadership Power and methods of 

influence
•	Types of leadership styles
•	Factors influencing Leadership styles
•	Leadership Skills and the function of 

a leader.
•	Superiors personality qualities
•	Community Needs

•	Community Life Plan & Community 
Living

•	Accompaniment of Young Brothers

The meeting aimed at fostering unity 
within the Province and strengthening 
the communities by empowering supe-
riors in their role as animators of Marist 
Communities in the Province of Southern 
Africa.

Workshop on Children's rights
Pakistan - John Paul II Boys Town, Rawalpindi

One 29th and 30th of August 
a workshop for the teachers 
of Boys Town, in Rawalpindi, 

Pakistan, was conducted by Br. Paul 
Bhatti. The themes of the workshops 
were Children's Rights and Brothers 
and Lay working for the same mission. 
Teachers took a keen interest in both 
workshops and had extensive discus-

sions on the topics. Br. Paul invited 
the teachers to love the children, and 
give them respect, which is their right. 
In the light of children's rights docu-
ment, teachers were able to see some 
rights which were directly or indirectly 
violated in our school and in many 
schools in the country. Having under-
stood how it could affect the future of 

our children the group was determined 
to take necessary steps to see that our 
children are loved and loved equally. 
The teachers were also presented the 
Marist pedagogy from the book, “In the 
footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat”. 
Teachers were touched and inspired 
with the Marist way of evangelizing and 
educating the young.


