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Updates

Meeting of the African Mission Commission

From 26 to 30 September 2011, the 
meeting of the African Mission Com-
mission was held in the Reception 

Centre of Mahatamana in Antsirabe, Mada-
gascar. Those taking part were Brothers 
Fortune Francis Chakasara, Southern Africa, 
John Kusi Mensah, West Africa, Rémy Mbo-
lipasiko Dikala, Central East Africa, Michel 
Maminiaina Razafimandimby, Madagascar, 
Ifeanyi Mbaegbu, Nigeria, and João Carlos 
do Prado, of the Mission Secretariat. Brother 
Thomas Randrianantenaina, Provincial of 
Madagascar and President of the Confer-
ence of Provincials of the African Continent 
also took part and was responsible for all 
the support and logistics for the meeting.

It began with a welcoming luncheon in the 
Provincial House attended by Brothers 
from the Third Age House and other com-
munities. During the week it was also pos-
sible to meet and fraternize with the Marist 
communities of the Colegio San José and 
the Inmaculada Concepción.

The topics considered at the meeting were: 
sharing about the mission performed by 
each brother in his province/district; pre-

sentation of the Provinces and Districts of 
Africa; review of the work previously done 
by the Commission; updating of the Com-
mission’s Strategic Plan; exchange and 
reflection on the document "Evangelizers 
in the midst of youth"; and the Course of 
Marist Spirituality and Patrimony, among 
others. The focus of the meeting was on 
the challenges and perspectives of the 
Marist mission in Africa.

The 30th of September was devoted to a 
greater integration of the members of the 
Commission. With this in mind, Brother 
Thomas treated the group to a tour of the 
city of Ambositra, where they visited the 
community of Marist Missionary Sisters, 
had the opportunity to know and appreci-
ate the creation of local handicrafts and 
also enjoyed the hospitality of Brother 
Thomas’ family.

The meeting was evaluated as very profit-
able and full of hope for the Strategic Plan 
of the Commission. All the participants 
expressed their gratitude for the hospi-
tality and support of the communities of 
Antananarivo and Antsirabe. The contribu-
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Province of the USA
Gathering of the Local Community Superiors

tion of the Province of Madagascar was very important in 
facilitating conditions for the successful work of the Com-
mission.

The themes to be studied next by the African Mission Com-
mission up to 2017 are identity, mission for the future, vi-
sion and other global topics.

iDENtitY

The African Mission Commission is a technical team man-
dated by the Conference of Superiors of African Continent  
for animation, strengthening and articulation of the Marist 
mission in the continent in collaboration with the Mission 
Secretariat.

MissiON

The African Mission Commission seeks to reflect and assist 
the Administrative Units (AUs) in the implementation of the 
calls of the 21st General Chapter (GC), answering to the 
challenges that face the Marist presence in the continent 
and proposing new strategies in the co-ordination of com-
mon projects and initiatives of Marist mission in Africa.

VisiON

By 2017, the African Mission Commission would have been 
recognized for its contribution in the improvement, quality 
and vitality of Marist mission in all the contexts of Marist 
presence in the continent.

GLOBaL aiMs

1. Implement and improve the quality of Marist Youth Min-
istry (MYM) in Africa using the document, “Evangelizers in 
the midst of youth” in collaboration with other continents 
and the Mission Secretariat.

2. Deepen our understanding of the specific identities of 
Brothers and Lay Marists in sharing life: spirituality, mission, 
and formation using the document, “Gathered Around the 
Same Table”, in collaboration with the Laity Secretariat.

3. Marist Education: Challenges in a new world

We feel impelled to act with urgency to find new creative ways 
to educate, evangelize, promote the rights of children, and be 
in solidarity with poor children and young people.

Thirty brothers representing 28 communities gathered at the Mariandale Retreat Center.  The theme of this weekend 
gathering was “Holistic Spirituality: Living In and With Abundance.”  Sister Maura Hobart, DC, facilitated the weekend 
which included topics such as The Twelve Steps Toward a Holistic Spirituality; Making Room: Hospitality and Holistic 

Spirituality; Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home; and Life as a Balancing Act or Living a Life of Balance?

Back Row:Jerry Doherty, Charlie Fili-
atrault, Jim McKnight, Rene Roy, Rob 
Clark, Steve Schlitte, Dan Grogan, Todd 
Patenaude, Ben Consigli, Jim Adams, 
Ben LoBalbo.

Middle Row:John Malich, Ken Curtin, 
Steve Bosco, George DiCarluccio, Sr. 
Maura Hobart, Kevin Moran, Paul Ur-
ban, Edmund Sheehan, Jim Divine, Eu-
gene Kabanguka, Joe Herrera.

Front Row:Josep Maria Soteras, Tom 
Long, Fred Sambor, Phil Robert, Bob 
Andrews.
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Marist Education
Marist International Network of Institutions 
of Higher Education 

Since 2004, with the first 
meeting at Curitiba, the-
Marist International Net-

work of Institutions of Higher 
Education has been going its 
way. It was during the prepara-
tions for the next meeting, the 
fifth, to be held at the Marist 
University of Mexico in Octo-
ber 2012, that the new logo of 
the network was launched.

Le success of a project, in-
dependently of its objective, 
requires the creation of an attractive 
icon. The logo occupies an essential 
place for achieving this ideal; it could 
not be otherwise when it is a matter 
of reinforcing the Marist Mission in the 
Institutions of Higher Education.

All through the process of creating the 
logo, attention was centred on Marist 
principles. Each element in the label 
contains a proper value and together 
they form a graphic representation of a   

mission for the whole world.

"Union" has been the element of prior-
ity for the realization of the Marist la-
bel. The five pillars leaning towards the 
centre of the heart translate this union.

Marist International Network of Institu-
tions of Higher Education The heart, 
stylized with the help of soft traits, 
presents a modern aspect, but at the 
same time symbolic: it represents the 

Marist presence. It will be noted 
that the extremes do not join, 
the heart remains always open; a 
simple yet expressive detail.

The words "Marist International 
Network" are put in relief beside 
the graphic part. Placed on the 
right, they are easy to read and 
play an important role in the 
title. In the lower space, the text 
"Institution of Higher Education", 
in reduced dimensions, offers 
a homogenous and interesting   

composition.

The use of two colours completes 
and consolidates the logo: blue, which 
transmits tranquillity and control, 
shares the space with red, a colour 
expressive and ‘active’.

The graphic creation and edition were 
realized by Diego J. Teide and Glayce 
Pasetti, under the direction of Andrew 
L. de Queiroz.

104 young brothers and 16 formators
MIC - Marist International Centre

Each year, the Lord keeps blessing this part of Africa 
with more and more people to maintain His vineyard. 
Last year, the community had over 120 brothers (both 

formators and young brothers). Many have gone, more 
came but the number remains the same.

Currently, there are 104 young brothers and 16 for-
mators. We have also a new director: Br. Lawrence 

Ndawala, from the Province of Southern Africa.

Marist International Centre is referred to by some 
as a “melting pot” because it is a place in which ev-
eryone is called to be transformed. In fact, the day 
you stepped into this centre signified a new stage 
of your life.
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The Secretary General
Introduction of a new data processing system 
for the provincial secretaries

The Secretary General, after updating the data process-
ing services of the General Administration, will begin 
to meet with the provincial secretaries and their as-

sistants to familiarize them with the operation of the new 
system. The meetings will take place by geographic area, 
keeping in mind the working languages of the Marist world. 
Brother Pedro Sánchez de León, Secretary General, along 
with Brother Marcelo De Brito, programmer of the new data 
processing tool, will be showing the provincial secretar-
ies the operation of this new instrument. Their intent is to 

establish a new data processing system that will provide a 
solution to the needs that the Secretary General's office 
presently has, especially in the gathering of information 
from throughout the Institute.

The first meeting has already begun with the Provinces of 
Compostela, Ibérica and Mediterránea, in Spanish October 
3-7, in the Mediterránea provincial house at Guardamar 
(Spain). The process will continue in November with the 
Provinces of L’Hermitage, Europa Centro-Oeste and Can-
ada, in French. In December, in Mexico, the provinces of 
Latin America and the USA. A similar meeting is planned for 
Africa, in January, in Nairobi; and in February there will be a 
meeting for the provincial secretaries of Asia and Oceania, 
in Davao.

The present plan of updating, that the Secretary General is 
implementing, is the start of a new era of communication 
with the administrative units. This new strategy of com-
munication is envisioned in three broad areas: constant 
and smooth correspondence with all the provincial secre-
taries; the modernization and updating of the database of 
the Institute and its establishment in all the Provinces and 
Districts; and, in the coming months, to show all the pro-
vincial secretaries, and invite them to use, the file manage-
ment and library tool called PERGAMUM, developed by the 
PUCPR (the Pontifical Catholic University of Paraná, Brazil), 
offspring of the Archivum v.2.

Rights of children
Marist Schools in Chile 

From September 14-16 a Semi-
nar/Workshop devoted to using a 
“Data-based Monitoring System” 

was held at Alonso de Ercilla High 
School in Santiago, to strengthen our 
Marist service in promoting the rights 
of children and teenagers and provide 
a solid basis for the next Report on 
Alternatives that Chile will present to 
the United Nations Commission on 

the Rights of the Child. Procedures 
of this sort in the Marist Institute 
have taken on greater relevancy now 
that the International Marist Solidarity 
Foundation, FMSI, has been formally 
recognized in Geneva.

The Marist Solidarity Team, the Depart-
ment de Childhood and Public Policy of 
the University of Chile, and the Chilean 

Association Pro United Nations (Span-
ish acronym ACHNU), working in co-
ordination with the Network of NGO’s 
dedicated to Children and Youth, joined 
forces to present this event for the 
benefit of some 40 professionals from 
our educational institutions. In regard 
to Marists, 10 lay people and brothers 
from different schools and teams took 
part in this gathering.

Guardamar, Spain


