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Br. Emili Turú, SupErior GEnEral

Message to the Synod on the New Evangelization

During the celebration of the Synod on the New Evangelization (Vatican - 7-28 October 2012), which Br Emili Turú, Su-
perior General, attended as an auditor, the auditors were invited, if they so wished, to address the Assembly for up to 
four minutes.  

Following we find the resume of Br Emili’s address as offered by the Synod’s General Secretariat:

The Church enjoys the privilege of 
having approximately 56 million chil-
dren and youth in its educational 
structures. Might this not be a won-
derful occasion for sharing the gifts 
of the Christian community with chil-
dren and young people, as well as for 
welcoming the many gifts that they 
can bring to the Church?

It seems, therefore, to be just the 
right moment to emphasize the im-
portance of Catholic educational in-
stitutions and to encourage them so 
that they might become even more 
centers of the “New Evangelization”. 
The Catholic school is right in the 
“heart of the Church”: “it participates 
in the evangelizing mission of the 
Church and is the privileged environ-
ment in which Christian education is 
carried out” (The Catholic School on 
the Threshold of the Third Millenium, 
11).

In many countries, Catholic educa-
tional institutions are, in fact, “court-
yards of the Gentiles”, a space in 
which faith, culture and life may give 
rise to a dialogue. Many families that 
are far from the faith and the Church 
entrust the education of their chil-
dren to Catholic schools, which for 

many children and young people represents 
what is probably the only occasion in which 
they have any contact with the Church.

However, so that our educational institutions 
may be real centers of new evangelization 
and authentic “courtyards of the Gentiles”, 
it is essential to make the right people avail-
able for this effort. It is therefore important to 
invite teachers to take responsibility for this 

role inasmuch as they are baptized in 
the Church, through their vocation to 
education, and further, to encourage 
dioceses, religious families and all 
those who carry out this responsibil-
ity in the schools, to facilitate this 
exercise of co-responsibility, provid-
ing the necessary formation and ac-
companiment.
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ThE nEw EvanGElizaTion iS an 
inviTaTion To noT STand around 
wiTh your armS croSSEd

Interview with Emili Turú, Superior General of the 
Marist Brothers and Auditor at the Synod

It is said that the Synod has been a 
privileged opportunity to have new 
experiences and to encourage one 
another for evangelization. Do you 
agree?
--Brother Turú: A meeting of this di-
mension is always a great opportunity 
to experience the richness of inter-
nationality and diversity not only of 
the Catholic Church, but also of other 
Christian churches, given the wonder-
ful presence of fraternal delegations 
from other denominations. And yes, it 
is an occasion for having new experi-
ences and, above all, for meeting new 
people, many of them of exceptional 
quality.

There are some who say that they 
arrived a certain attitude and 
ideas, and leave with others, Has 
this happened to you?
--Brother Turú: An experience like 
this does not leave you indifferent. 
Everything has been very intense and 
rapid-fire, so I think I'm going to need 
some time to digest it and reflect 
on some ideas that seem especially 

By José Antonio Varela Vidal – Taken from Zenit

ROMe, Wednesday 24 October 2012 (ZENIT.org) - During the seventeen days of the XIII Ordinary General Assembly of 
the Synod of Bishops, there is one group representing diverse sectors of the Church, of society and of other religions. 
They speak of their experiences, make interventions, but above all they listen… We refer to the “auditors”, about 50 

of them, who form an official part of this event, important for the future of Catholic evangelization.
One of the auditors is Brother Emili Turú, Superior General of the Marist Brothers, with whom ZENIT dialogued about his 
experience inside the Synod Hall. He shares his vision after most of the sessions have been held and shortly before its 
closing by Pope Benedict XVI on Sunday, October 28.

important to me. In my case, I don't 
consider it a matter of great changes 
in attitudes or ideas, but more of ques-
tionings that I need to deepen.

From what you have heard regard-
ing the new evangelization, what do 
you consider most urgent for these 
times?
--Brother Turú: What is most urgent is 
for each baptized person to take seri-
ously our Christian vocation and live it 
in depth, not as a burden, but through 
the conviction that it is the path that 
leads to full self-realization. To be 
disciples of Jesus, called to live in com-
munity, who witness above all by the 
quality of their lives and their commit-
ment. And it also seems me extremely 
important to be very attentive to the 
signs of the times, through which the 
Spirit speaks to us.

And which practices should be 
gradually set aside for lack of re-
sults or lack of acceptance by the 
people?  
--Brother Turú: I am not very sure 

that I can speak of practices that 
should be abandoned, but certainly 
attitudes: for example, the arrogance 
of presenting ourselves as persons or 
institutions that already know it all, 
that have answers for everything and 
don't need to learn from anyone. From 
the experience of the Church in recent 
years, we should learn to be humble, 
to approach other people with re-
spect, disposed to allow ourselves to 
be evangelized by them… Dialogue is 

http://www.zenit.org
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fundamental, not as a strategy, but 
as a basic attitude.

Where are the proposals of the 
Synod headed these days? Is 
there a lot of expectation from 
the people by the "new" things 
that are going to be proposed 
to the world of the Church...
--Brother Turú: I don't think it's 
realistic to expect great new things 
from a Synod, given the charac-
teristics of a meeting of this type 
and the methodology used. I see 
the Synod as an invitation to be 
creative on the local level, as an 
invitation to reflect, pray, discern… 
and act! The Synod will not have 
been of much use unless in each 
diocese and in each Christian com-
munity they begin to ask them-
selves what is the meaning of the 
new evangelization, and to what is 
the Lord calling them.

And the final Message?
--Brother Turú: I believe that the Message of the Synod 
has an overall positive and encouraging tone, but it also 
contains a clear invitation to not remain with our arms 
crossed … It's not a matter of what the Church can do for 
me, but of what I can do for the Church.

How was education dealt with?
--Brother Turú: The Synod has not yet finished… but I am 
sure that there will be a clear recognition of the Catholic 
educational institutions as clear places of the new evange-
lization. Some bishops have clearly stated that, given the 
reality of its context, the most important point of reference 
for evangelization is not the parish, but the Catholic school. 
For many children and youth, that is going to be the only 
possibility of contact with the Church. If we say we have to 
go where the young people are… We already have in our 
Catholic educational institutions around 56 million children 
and youth! ... we must use this excellent platform, without 
forgetting the other many young people outside our institu-
tions, especially those who are marginalized.

Will there be suggestions?
--Brother Turú: As far as suggestions go, I believe it's go-
ing to be very important, if we really want our educational 
institutions to be focus points of the new evangelization 
and "Courtyard of the Gentiles", to have adequate forma-
tion and accompaniment for the educators.

And at the level of religious life?
--Brother Turú: The Synod recognizes the important con-
tribution of the consecrated life to evangelization, in the 
present as well as in the past. In many places around the 

world, the first evangelizing was 
done by the labors of men and 
women religious. What is hoped 
today is that we continue faithful 
to our mission, as much for what 
we are as for the development of 
the mission. In a special way, we 
are invited to full availability to 
go to "frontier" places, whether 
they be at the geographical, social 
or cultural level … May we be up 
to welcoming and accepting the 
challenge!

At ZENIT we are celebrating 
our fifteenth anniversary. What 
message might you have for 
our readers?
--Brother Turú: The readers of 
ZENIT are people interested in 
ecclesial life and who, therefore, I 
believe, don't need too much ad-
vice. But yes, I would pose a ques-
tion to them: Most of the news 

you receive is about events or people who are far away, 
most probably unknown to you…,In what news item would 
you like to be the main actor in the future? And yet a second 
question: what is impeding your being the main actor in this 
news? Excuse for forwardness, and happy anniversary!

ZENIT - http://www.zenit.org/article-43444?l=spanish

Latest deceased Brothers
29/10/2012: Burkhard (Heribert) Lindner

Europe Centre-Ouest / West Central Europe
09/10/2012: André Caze

L'Hermitage
07/10/2012: Abilio González Lomas

L'Hermitage
07/10/2012: Richard Bennett

Sydney
28/09/2012: Antonio Luiz Da Costa

Brasil Centro-Sul
18/09/2012: Basil Ward

New Zealand
16/09/2012: Glauco de Vilhena Almeida Santos

Brasil Centro-Norte
15/09/2012: Faustino Saraiva de Abreu 

Compostela
13/09/2012: Kevin (Lucian) Herlihy

Sydney
12/09/2012: Richard Ilo Ajaelu

Nigeria

http://www.zenit.org/article-43444?l=spanish
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Br amBroSio alonSo díEz, 
for a SEcond TErm

Appointment of Provincial of the Province of Ibérica

The Superior General and his 
Council, after studying the 
sondage carried out in the   

Province, have decided to ap-
point Br AMBROSIO ALONSO 
DIEZ as Provincial of Ibérica for 
a second term of three years. Br 
Ambrosio will begin this second 
term during the holding of the 
next Provincial Chapter at the 
end of December 2012.

Br Emili Turú, in his let-
ter to the province, con-
gratulated Br Ambrosio 
Alonso on his availability 
and the support received 
from the Brothers of the 
Province, as well as from 
himself and his Council. 
He also expressed sat-
isfaction for the partici-
pation of the Brothers 
in the Provincial sondage 
and the responses to the 
questionnaire sent.

Brief biography: Born in 
Mecerreyes, province of 
Burgos, Spain. Studied 
in the formation houses 
of Villalba (1970-1972), 
Sigüenza (1973-1976), 
then for his bachelor’s 

degree, making his novitiate after-

wards and first profession on 15 
August 1979. He did his scholasti-
cate in Alcalá de Henares, studying 
for the teaching diploma in gen-
eral basic education, later in the 
Instituto Superior “San Pío X” for 
the licentiate in Religious Sciences, 
specializing in Catechetics.

His activities as educator included 
ministries in the educational cen-
tres “Champagnat” in Guadalajara 
and “San José del Parque” in Ma-
drid as teacher, pastoral co-ordi-
nator and member of the directing 
team. In later years he served the 
provincial mission in the animating 
team.

He was named Provincial for a 
first term by the General Council 
on 3 November 2010. At the time, 
he resided in Alcalá de Henares 

carrying out the tasks of co-
ordination of the Provincial 
Mission Commission, and as 
vice-provincial animated proj-
ects of evangelization in for-
mal and informal education.
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